
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 1

ICEBREAKER:  
If you could wish one thing to come true in 2021, what would it be? Why?

BIG IDEA:
Today’s big idea: We are transformed by the gospel: God’s power transforms us - but He uses other people 
to make that happen! As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts 
and minds during this time.

DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional): 
Our daily Bible readings prepare us for the message (www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).
> Psalm 139:23-24; Ezekiel 36:24-28; John 3:1-8; Colossians 1:15-23; Philemon 1-7
> Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging? 

SCRIPTURE: Philemon 1-7; Colossians 1:15-23

BIBLE DISCUSSION:
1. Have you ever tried to chase a particular fad to see change in your life? What was your experience like?
2. Read Philemon 1-7. What observations do you have about this passage? Is there anything that sticks out 

or is confusing? What does this passage tell us about Paul, Timothy, Philemon or the others mentioned?
3. Have someone read verse 6. Paul has a desire to see Philemon transformed by the gospel. Paul also 

understands that part of the “how” we are transformed has to do with us leaning into community with 
other believers. How does “sharing your faith” create deeper avenues of community with others and in 
our relationship with Jesus?

4. Paul tells Philemon that he’s been encouraged because of Philemon’s work of refreshing the hearts of 
the Lord’s people. What kinds of things do people do that refresh your heart? What are the kinds of 
things you do to refresh others?

LIFE APPLICATION:
1. “We can never become all that God wants us to be on our own.” It’s easier to go through life creating 

pockets of security and comfort. However, it is usually less than God’s best for our lives. Can you identify 
areas in your life that you have placed buffers between you and community? Maybe even between you 
and God?

2. If you can identify those areas, your next step is an act of surrender to Jesus. Many times we try and 
force change or transformation through our own strength and volition. Surrendering can create a 
recognition of God revealing His life-changing power through others. Ask God to create moments where 
you have to rely on others this week.

CHALLENGE:
As you are transformed into the gospel, how can you be a catalyst creating community around you? Be on 
the look out for people that need community this week, maybe through sharing your story or finding 
something to celebrate. 

http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading

