SERMON SERIES
DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 1
ICEBREAKER:
What’s one big problem you’ve had to solve this past year?
BIG IDEA:
Today’s big idea: We can seek our salvation by making our own rules or stringently following all of the rules;
both leave us lost! As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts and
minds during this time.
DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional):
Our daily Bible readings prepare us for the message (www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).
> Psalm 27:7-14; Isaiah 9:1-7; Matthew 5:14-16; Luke 2:1-11; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
> Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging?
SCRIPTURE: Luke 15:11-32
BIBLE DISCUSSION:
1. Read Luke 15:11-32. What details about this story stick out to you and why? Is there something you
never noticed before, or perhaps seeing a detail in a fresh way?
2. There are two sons in the story, one who has a difficult time receiving the forgiveness and the one who
has a hard time forgiving. Which of the two sons do you relate to most? Why?
3. As Jesus tells the story of the “Lost Son” who do you think the older son represents?
4. Do you think the older brother is justified in his behavior and stance toward his father and younger
brother? Why or why not?
5. What are the results of the other brother’s resentment? Did the older brother have any other options? If
so, what were those options?
LIFE APPLICATION:
1. Sometimes it’s easy to go through the story of the Lost Son solely focusing on the younger brother,
judging his mistakes, identifying where he disrespected his father, and the joy of celebration when he
finally comes home and he’s forgiven. However, the older brother’s role in this story is just as essential
for us to learn from. In what ways have you mirrored the older brother, and possibly hardened your heart
toward those you see as “lost” like the older brother did toward the younger brother?
CHALLENGE:
Forgiveness is one of the hardest challenges we have in this life. We often are so excited and thankful for
God’s forgiveness toward us, and struggle to extend forgiveness to others. Spend time asking God to bring
to mind those you might need to forgive. Examples could include a relative, a friend, someone that has since
passed. This week be intentional about being someone who extends forgiveness rather than withholds it.

