
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 4

ICEBREAKER:  

Can you share a moment where you felt like you were on the outside looking in? What surrounded that 
circumstance? Give everyone in the group an opportunity to respond. 


BIG IDEA:

Today’s big idea: We prepare a place for others because Jesus prepared a place for us.
As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts and minds during this 
time.

DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional): 

Our daily Bible readings prepare us for the message (www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).
> Psalm 118:22-29; Isaiah 56:1-8; Mark 11:1-11; Mark 11:12-18; Hebrews 11:8-16

Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging? 

SCRIPTURE: Mark 11:1-18


BIBLE DISCUSSION: 
1. Read Mark 11:12-14. Discuss the reasons as to why Mark includes this story in his gospel. Jesus 

clearly cursed the fig tree for a reason. What is that specific reason?

2. Right after Jesus curses the fig tree, he cleanses the temple. What if any connections exist between 

these two passages?

3. Read Mark 11:15-19. Compare and contrast how the Jewish people in this passage manipulated 

“religion” with how we’ve missed the “mark” today.

4. What’s one new takeaway you’ve found in either this passage, or Pastor Rob’s message that challenges 

how you’ve viewed God’s heart for someone who doesn’t know Jesus?


LIFE APPLICATION: 
1. Imagine Mark 11:15-19 is the only story you have about who the person of Jesus was. How would this 

change the way you live your faith? In what ways would this story influence how you see the world, your 
relationships, your career, the way you parent, etc.?


CHALLENGE: 
We see in this passage that Jesus’ anger burned for a specific purpose, that Jesus was heartbroken and 
angry over the fact that those who said they followed God were ultimately creating unnecessary boundaries 
to keep people away from God. What’s one thing, injustice, manipulation, or abuse of power/authority that 
breaks your heart, that gets you riled up because you know that God doesn’t stand for it? If you can identify 
that, what’s one practical step toward doing something about it this week?


Bonus: Last week we challenged your group to think of a serve opportunity. Maybe your group is still 
working on the “what.” If your group knows the what, spend time answering the “how” of your service 
project.


PRAY:  Close in a time of prayer. Share prayer requests - and pray for one another.


http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading



