
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 1

ICEBREAKER:  

Outside of scripture or church, where do you go when you want to encounter a glimpse of glory 
(for example, mountains, oceans, poetry, stories, songs, forests, city parks, symphonies)?  How do 
those places make you feel?  Why? 


Give everyone in the group an opportunity to respond. 


BIG IDEA:

Peter, James, and John think that they are going on a nice afternoon hike. Instead, they are rushed 
into this unfolding scene: Jesus’ appearance changes; Moses and Elijah show up, God speaks from 
heaven. This scene is described as the “transfiguration.” Jesus’ true identity is revealed; His glory is 
made clear. So why is Jesus talking about His death? The cross isn’t glory denied; it’s glory fulfilled. 

Today’s big idea: The glory of God has been revealed in Jesus, who puts it on display through the 
cross, not in spite of it. 

As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts and minds 
during this time.

DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional): 

We offer a daily Bible reading plan to help prepare us for the weekend message (sign-up to get 
these readings/devotions in your inbox each morning at www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).

Exodus 33:12-23
1 Kings 19:9-13
Psalm 96
Mark 9:2-12
2 Peter 1:12-21

Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging?  What struck 
you from this week’s readings? 

SCRIPTURE: Mark 9:2-12


BIBLE DISCUSSION: 
1. Read Mark 9:2-8. What do you think that Jesus’ supernaturally white garments represent?

http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading


2. Why do you think Elijah and Moses appear?  What is the significance or meaning of their 
presence?  

3. Peter suggests building three shelters or tents. The word here is the Greek translation of 
“tabernacle.” What was the significance of the tabernacle in the Old Testament (for help, see 
Exodus 40:34-38)? Why might Peter suggest building a tabernacle in this moment?  

4. Read Mark 9:9-10. What did Jesus tell them as they were coming down the mountain? Why did 
He tell them this?  Why were the disciples confused? 


LIFE APPLICATION: 
5. There is great theological truth in this passage, but how does it change your everyday life? If you 
had this encounter with Jesus in His glory, what would be different about your faith and life? 


6. So often, the most powerful action that we can take is to simply fix our eyes on Jesus. It’s a 
simple instruction, but it can be hard to practice in the midst of the busyness and worries of the 
day. If you have ever struggled to stay focused on Jesus, why? What makes it difficult to keep our 
eyes on Him? 


CHALLENGE: 
If Jesus doesn’t knock the wind out of us occasionally, we’re probably not listening. Be intentional 
this week to fix your eyes on Jesus - to encounter His glory - and simply be in awe!  Make a plan 
how to do that right now: in prayer, through Bible reading, listening to worship music, seeking out 
edifying discussions, something else, or maybe all of the above. Whatever it is, be intentional to fix 
your eyes on Jesus this week.

PRAY:  Close in a time of prayer. Share prayer requests - and pray for one another.


DISCIPLESHIP RHYTHMS: 


