
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 7

ICEBREAKER:  

What is your favorite city to visit? What makes that place so special to you? Share a story about 
the significance of that place for you or your family. 


Give everyone in the group an opportunity to respond. 


BIG IDEA:

Jesus affirms, “Yes, I am the King... but not like one you’ve ever imagined.” To follow Jesus, then, is 
to lay our sword at the feet of this king, and give Him our lives: “Command me, Lord. I am yours.” 
Our identity is no longer found in what we can do, where we come from, or how we perform. Jesus 
gives us a new way to see ourselves: our identity and our purpose is found in Him. 

Today’s big idea: Who do you say that Jesus is? How you respond to this King will change 
everything.

As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts and minds 
during this time.

DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional): 

We offer a daily Bible reading plan to help prepare us for the weekend message (sign-up to get 
these readings/devotions in your inbox each morning at www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).

Psalm 2
Isaiah 42:1-7
Mark 8:27-33
Mark 8:34-38
Philippians 2:5-11

Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging?  What struck 
you from this week’s readings? 

SCRIPTURE: Mark 8:27-38


BIBLE DISCUSSION: 
1. Read Mark 8:27-30. Peter rightly identifies Jesus as “the Messiah” (v29). The term Messiah 
means “anointed one” - someone set apart to save and rule God’s people, or God’s saving King. 
From what we’ve learned in Mark so far, how is Jesus doing that (saving and ruling/leading God’s 
people)?  What previous stories or passages in Mark demonstrate that work? 

http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading


2. Read Mark 8:31-33. Why does Peter take Jesus aside and rebuke Him? What was so shocking 
about what Jesus was saying or doing?  

3. Read Mark 8:34-38. Restate Jesus’ words in v34-35. What is Jesus saying here? Why?  

4. Why might Jesus anticipate that some would be “ashamed” of Him and His words (v38)?  


LIFE APPLICATION: 
5. How is Jesus’ call to discipleship “radical”? How have we made the normal Christian life less 
radical than what the Bible calls for?


6. How does the world entice you to live the self-centered life? How does giving up the right to 
self-determination counter those temptations?


CHALLENGE: 
Following Jesus means that the trajectory of our lives come to resemble His cross-shaped life: one 
overflowing with self-giving love and life-giving sacrifice. Take a look at the “Discipleship Rhythms” 
listed below. Which of these can help you practice self-giving love and life-giving sacrifice this 
week?  Go and do that thing this week!

DISCIPLESHIP RHYTHMS:  

PRAY:  Close in a time of prayer. Share prayer requests - and pray for one another.


