
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 6

ICEBREAKER:  

Have you ever been left behind at a store by your parents?  Did you ever forget to pick up your 
kids from a practice?  Tell about one time when you felt left behind or forgotten.


Give everyone in the group an opportunity to respond. 


BIG IDEA:

Isaiah told us what to expect when the Messiah comes: “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped.Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout 
for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.” (Is. 35:5-6). A new day is 
dawning! With Jesus as King, the nations can rejoice; God’s grace is for EVERYONE! Jesus is not 
just king of Israel, but all peoples!

Today’s big idea: Jesus is a king for EVERYONE.

As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts and minds 
during this time.

DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional): 

We offer a daily Bible reading plan to help prepare us for the weekend message (sign-up to get 
these readings/devotions in your inbox each morning at www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).

Psalm 136
Isaiah 35:5-10
Mark 7:24-30
Mark 7:31-37
Ephesians 2:11-22

Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging?  What struck 
you from this week’s readings? 

SCRIPTURE: Mark 7:24-37


BIBLE DISCUSSION: 
1. Read Mark 7:24-30. Paraphrase Jesus’ point in v27. Why do you think that He responds to this 
woman like that? 

http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading


2. Why do you think that Jesus is so amazed by the woman’s reply (v28-29)? What does the reply 
tell us about the woman’s heart and character?  

3. Read Mark 7:31-37. What question(s) do you wish that you could ask Jesus about this event? 

4. What similarities and differences do you notice about these two stories (v24-30 and v31-37)?  
How do they compare? 


LIFE APPLICATION: 
5. These stories illustrate a truth that got Jesus into a lot of trouble: What made Jesus so 
scandalous wasn’t who He kept out, but who He let into His kingdom!  No one is left out or 
overlooked when Jesus shows up. Do you think that the church leans towards being too inclusive 
or too exclusive? What about Jesus? What about you? 


6. In explaining this passage, Tim Keller concludes that the gospel reminds us of these two truths 
at the very same time: “You are far more sinful than you ever feared, but at the same time more 
loved and accepted than you ever dared hope.” Do you agree or disagree? Why?


CHALLENGE: 
Who is easily overlooked here at CBC? Perhaps it’s people from a particular generation, or a 
specific marital/family status, or a certain zip code. Imagine a church who loved like Jesus – a place 
where no one is overlooked, forgotten, or unloved. If you were to help create such a church, what’s 
the first thing that you would do to see and love the overlooked and forgotten among us? Go and do 
that thing this week!

PRAY:  Close in a time of prayer. Share prayer requests - and pray for one another. 


DISCIPLESHIP RHYTHMS:  


