
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 2

ICEBREAKER:  

Share about a time when a friend went “above and beyond” to help you out.


Give everyone in the group an opportunity to respond. 


BIG IDEA:

Many have learned that getting their heart’s desire isn’t everything they had hoped for.  As the 
paralyzed man hears Jesus’ words, “your sins are forgiven” (v5), he may well have been tempted to 
think, “That’s not why I came to you. I want to walk!” Mercifully, Jesus doesn’t abandon us to our 
hearts’ desires. He calls us deeper. 

Today’s big idea: Jesus calls us deeper - beyond the things that can’t satisfy our hearts and into the 
life with God for which our hearts were created.

As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts and minds 
during this time.

DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional): 

We offer a daily Bible reading plan to help prepare us for the weekend message (sign-up to get 
these readings/devotions in your inbox each morning at www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).

Psalm 32
Isaiah 6:1-10
Ezekiel 36:24-28
Mark 2:1-12
Ephesians 1:3-10

Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging?  What struck 
you from this week’s readings?  

SCRIPTURE: Mark 2:1-12


BIBLE DISCUSSION: 
1. Read Mark 2:1-12. The paralyzed man had some very bold friends. They go so far as to cut 
through the roof to help their friend see Jesus, when the crowd kept them far from Him. What do 
you imagine this man and his friends were thinking when they took such bold action?  


2. In v5, Jesus says, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Why does Jesus say this? Why are the teachers 
of the law so offended by Jesus’ statement?  
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3. Before Jesus offered this forgiveness to the paralyzed man, Mark tells us that “Jesus saw their 
faith” (v5). Whose faith did Jesus see?  How did they demonstrate their faith?  

4. Check out verses 9-11 again. What are these verses about?  What point is Jesus making here?  

LIFE APPLICATION: 
5. We all have “felt needs” (e.g. a good job, help with our marriage, even a physical ailment, like 
the paralyzed man in Mark 2). What “felt needs” are you experiencing in your life right now?


6. While these needs are valid and important, Jesus invites us deeper. He calls us to consider the 
state of our hearts and our own need for forgiveness and peace with God. How might our attention 
to felt needs blind us to our deeper needs?


7. The crowds were amazed (v12), but this was just a glimpse of the power and forgiveness that 
Jesus would demonstrate on the cross. As Tim Keller says, “The gospel is this: We are more sinful 
and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved 
and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.” 


How does this definition of the gospel resonate with you? Why?


CHALLENGE: 
While this is clearly a story about the authority of Jesus to forgive sin, it also demonstrates how your 
faith can allow someone else to encounter God. Jesus celebrates the faith of the paralytic man’s 
friends (v5). How can your faith allow a friend to encounter God this week: share your story, write an 
encouraging note, serve intentionally? May God use your faith to let someone see Jesus this week!

PRAY:  Close in a time of prayer. Share prayer requests - and pray for one another. 


DISCIPLESHIP RHYTHMS: 


