
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 1

ICEBREAKER:  

Where did you encounter God around you this week?


Give everyone in the group an opportunity to respond. 


BIG IDEA:

Mark doesn’t waste any time getting to his point: Jesus is the Christ, God’s own son. This is very 
much Mark’s style – to the point, blunt, abrupt. Mark doesn’t want us to miss this. It is, as he says, 
good news. Jesus is the king that Israel has been waiting for. 

Today’s big idea: God invites us into the story that He’s telling: a faithful King come to rescue this 
world.  

As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts and minds 
during this time.

DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional): 

We offer a daily Bible reading plan to help prepare us for the weekend message (sign-up to get 
these readings/devotions in your inbox each morning at www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).

1 Samuel 8:1-9
Psalm 29
Mark 1:1-8
Mark 1:9-20
Hebrews 12:25-29

Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging?  What struck 
you from this week’s readings?  

SCRIPTURE: Mark 1:1-17


BIBLE DISCUSSION: 
1. Read Mark 1:1-13. Mark’s point is simple and powerful: Jesus is the divine king. He draws our 
attention to other “witnesses” who confirm Jesus’ royal identity (e.g. Isaiah; John the Baptist; 
Jesus’ baptism; the Spirit descending; the voice from heaven; Jesus overcoming temptation). 
What do each of these witnesses help us understand about Jesus the King?


2. Mark tells us in v1 that this is the “beginning of the good news about Jesus.” What good news do 
verses 1-13 tell us?  
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3. Read verses 14-15. Jesus’ statement, “the time has come” reflects that God’s people have been 
waiting. What might they have been waiting for? In what ways does Jesus fulfill what they have 
been waiting for?   

4. Every king has a kingdom. Why does Jesus’ announcement of the kingdom of God come near 
begin with a call to “repent and believe” (v15)?   

LIFE APPLICATION: 
5. God’s kingdom can be defined as those places where God’s reign is evident: where what is 
done aligns with what God wants done. The question for us, then, is: “Is God’s Kingdom in my 
heart? Does my life reflect His will?”  Is this a tough question for you to answer? Why or why not? 


6. The introduction to Mark’s gospel invites us to re-orient our lives around King Jesus and His 
Kingdom. That means saying “Yes, Lord” without boundaries or limits. “Whatever, whenever, 
wherever you ask, Jesus, my answer is yes. You are my king; I will follow.”  How might your life 
look different if you consistently said yes to Jesus? 


CHALLENGE: 
Read Mark 1:16-17. After Jesus and His kingdom are announced, Mark immediately shows us 
Jesus invites everyday people into that new reality. “Follow me,” Jesus said. “And I will send you out 
to fish for people.” You cannot separate following Jesus from being a part of His mission to the 
people around you. This is our discipleship rhythm of “sharing your story.” 

How could you share your story of encountering Jesus this week? Ask God to give you an 
opportunity to share your story, and then begin to look around you to discover who God has put in 
your path!  Pray this prayer every day this week.

PRAY:  Close in a time of prayer. Share prayer requests - and pray for one another. 


DISCIPLESHIP RHYTHMS: 


