
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 3

ICEBREAKER:  

When you were a kid, what did you imagine heaven to be like? Who or what shaped that view of 
heaven?


Give everyone in the group an opportunity to respond. 


CHECK-IN: 
Last week’s challenge was to seek God in prayer, asking Him to give us eyes to see the world — 
including injustices — as He does. We prayed that God would help us “to act justly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). How did this prayer affect you this week (challenge, 
encourage, offer a new perspective)?

BIG IDEA:

Every nation, every tribe, every people, every language – standing in the throne room, worshipping 
Jesus (Rev. 7:9). Diversity is not a liberal agenda; it’s a kingdom priority. The heavenly vision of 
diversity is not to do away with unique cultures and voices. Instead, we see different languages, 
different cultures, different ethnic groups... each leveraging the unique beauty of its God-given voice 
to praise Jesus. 

Today’s big idea: As followers of Jesus, we go first as agents of His peace-making mission by 
intentionally leaning into diverse relationships with humility and grace.

As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts and minds 
during this time.

DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional): 

We offer a daily Bible reading plan to help prepare us for the weekend message (sign-up to get 
these readings/devotions in your inbox each morning at www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).

Psalm 72:1-7
Isaiah 51:1-6
Acts 2:1-12
Ephesians 2:11-22
Revelation 7:9-12

Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging?  What struck 
you from this week’s readings?  

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 2:1-22; Revelation 7:9-12


BIBLE DISCUSSION: 
1. Read Ephesians 2:1-14. After a stirring summary of the gospel, Paul addresses the historic 
division and hostility between Jews and Gentiles. What’s the “therefore” of v11 there for? What’s 
the connection between v1-10 and 11-14?

http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading
http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading


2. Read Ephesians 2:14-22. Paul uses several metaphors to describe the peace that God has 
accomplished between these ethnic groups. Which helps you best understand God’s vision for His 
church (e.g. destroying the barrier/dividing wall; new humanity; fellow citizens; same household; 
temple)? Why?


3. Read Revelation 7:9-12. This heavenly snapshot shows us the results of Jesus’ work described 
in Ephesians 2. Our differences are not eradicated (culture, language, ethnicity), but the unique 
voice of each is leveraged to worship Jesus. What most surprises, encourages, or challenges you 
from this heavenly vision?


LIFE APPLICATION: 
4. Tell about a time when you grew in your faith by interacting (e.g. receiving teaching, fellowship/
personal relationship, serving together, etc.) with a Christian from another culture. What did you 
learn from them and/or their experience?


5. While the church is made up of many ethnic groups, Jesus himself is our peace (Eph. 2:14). 
While this is a great theological truth, it is not always a lived reality. What does it look like for 
followers of Jesus to be peace-makers in the midst of ethnic/racial discord? What actions or 
changes are necessary for you in order to live out this truth?


CHALLENGE: 
Peace-making means going out of our way to bring the shalom (the active, wholistic peace) of God 
into our relationships. In our current conversation, this means that we need to be a people who 
intentionally lean into diverse relationships. We cross cultural and racial divisions (with humility, 
teachability, and patience), because the gospel compels us to live out the peace that Jesus has 
made for us. Take a moment to reflect on your circle of friends. 

While you may “see” diverse folks around you everyday, are you willing to move from knowing who 
they are to truly knowing them (with the requisite humility, teachability, and patience)?  If so, what 
intentional step towards cross-cultural peace-making will you take this week?

PRAY:  Close in a time of prayer. Share prayer requests - and pray for one another. 


DISCIPLESHIP RHYTHMS: 


