
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 1

ICEBREAKER:  

Tell about a time that a biography (whether a book or movie) moved you. Why was that story so 
impactful for you? 


Give everyone in the group an opportunity to respond. 


CHECK-IN: 
Last week we talked about entering into a rhythm or habit of celebrating God’s faithfulness. How 
have you been trying to put that into practice for you and your family? 

BIG IDEA:

God is passionate about justice.Throughout the Bible we see example after example of God taking 
up the cause of the poor, the oppressed, and the disenfranchised. God speaks through the prophet 
Amos, “let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream” (5:24). Where we fall 
short of God’s heart for justice, we must lament (confess our sin, and express our sorrow), and 
listen with empathy to the experiences of those who are hurting. 

Today’s big idea: God’s heart for justice leads us to a place of lament and a posture of learning.

As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts and minds 
during this time.

DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional): 

We offer a daily Bible reading plan to help prepare us for the weekend message (sign-up to get 
these readings/devotions in your inbox each morning at www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).

Psalm 12
Psalm 139:23-24
Isaiah 1:15-18
Luke 18:9-14
James 4:7-12

Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging?  What struck 
you from this week’s readings?  

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 1:15-18; Psalm 12


BIBLE DISCUSSION: 
1. Read Isaiah 1:15-18. Here we come face-to-face with God’s heart for justice. In fact, our prayers 
are meaningless, if we neglect justice. What is most surprising or challenging as you read these 
verses?

http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading
http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading


2. Read Psalm 12. What does David, the psalmist, include in his list of the people’s unfaithfulness? 


3. How does the Lord respond to David’s prayer and mourning?  


LIFE APPLICATION: 
4. Racism is certainly one significant area of injustice in our nation today. In fact, for many of us, it 
is uncomfortable to even talk about. What can make it hard for you to dialogue about racism in our 
society?  [For example: fear of misspeaking; fear of being judged; lack of relationships with people 
of other races; lack of experience/education around the issues; fear of being uncomfortable, etc.]


5. We cannot fully understand the injustices of our society without first listening with empathy to 
the experience of others - especially the voices of those experiencing racial injustice. What does it 
mean to “listen with empathy”?  How might we go about that? 


6. Psalm 12 is an example of lament, a type of Psalm which expresses sorrow and mourning over 
a sin or injustice. Lament allows us to get real with God about our own brokenness, and to invite 
His healing presence. As we consider injustice and racism today, how would you express such a 
lament today (for you, personally; for the church, corporately; and/or for our society)?


CHALLENGE: 
It can be very difficult to understand the reality of someone who experiences this world differently 
than you. With humility and teachability, we must seek to listen and learn. This week, our challenge 
is to actively listen and learn from the perspective and experiences of those who have experienced 
injustice.

How? Have a conversation with a person of color about their experience of race in our country. Or 
read the autobiography of MLK, John Perkins (“Let Justice Roll”), Austin Channing Brown (“I’m Still 
Here”), or Bryan Stevenson (“Just Mercy”) - just a few of many examples. 

[If you are a person of color, we need your voice. We acknowledge that this burden can be 
exhausting, especially in the context of trauma and bias. So set boundaries, be wise, and take care 
of yourself… but please don’t stop giving witness to your experiences of injustice. You are loved 
and valued here!]

PRAY:  Close in a time of prayer. Share prayer requests - and pray for one another. 


DISCIPLESHIP RHYTHMS:


