
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 5

ICEBREAKER:  

We’ve now been “safer-at-home” for two months. What have been one or two unexpected 
highlights from the last eight weeks?  One or two new challenges? 


Give everyone in the group an opportunity to respond. 


CHECK-IN: 
Last week we discussed the discipleship rhythm of generosity. Generosity embraces Jesus’ model 
of self-giving love and life-giving sacrifice. How are you seeking to be generous in this season? 

BIG IDEA:

A regular rhythm of serving the community helps prevent us from becoming ingrown as people and 
a church. Serving invites us into the life of Jesus: doing what Jesus did and seeing people as Jesus 
saw them. When we serve our neighbors and community, it is one of the most tangible ways we 
connect with the heart of God.

Today’s big idea: When we live life in service to people, the result is peace with others and peace 
with God.

As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts and minds 
during this time.

DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional): 

We offer a daily Bible reading plan to help prepare us for the weekend message (sign-up to get 
these readings/devotions in your inbox each morning at www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).

Psalm 68:1-9
Jeremiah 29:4-9
Matthew 20:20-28
1 Corinthians 13:1-7
Romans 12:9-18

Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging?  What struck 
you from this week’s readings?  

SCRIPTURE: Jeremiah 29:4-9


BIBLE DISCUSSION: 
1. Read Jeremiah 29:4-9. False prophets were telling the people of Israel not to get comfortable in 
Babylon. What does God tell Israel to do while in exile?

http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading
http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading


2. Why would God command the Israelites to build homes, plant gardens, and settle down in 
Babylon (v5)? What’s the point? 


3. The Israelites are to pursue the “peace and prosperity” (v7) of Babylon. Why would this be 
difficult for the Israelites?


LIFE APPLICATION: 
4. The Babylonians wanted the Israelites to lose their Jewish identity, to abandon their faith and 
assimilate to Babylonian culture. The (false) prophets of Israel were telling the people to hold on to 
their faith and not engage in Babylonian life. God, however, tells them: hold strong to your faith 
AND engage with the city/world around you. This is still the tension that we live in today. What’s 
most challenging about living in this tension for you?


5. What makes it challenging for you to seek the “peace and prosperity” of your city? How might 
you overcome those challenges? 


6. What makes the rhythm of compassionate service different from the other discipleship rhythms? 
What’s similar?  


CHALLENGE: 
As we serve our community, we embrace Jesus’ vision for self-giving love and servant leadership. 
This is what our city needs - and what we need to grow a resilient faith. How can you grow more 
intentional in how you seek the peace and prosperity of our city?  

Reflect on that question this week. But don’t stop there. This week’s challenge is to find a way to 
serve - in your home, your neighborhood, and/or your city. Share with your group how you will serve 
this week, and we’ll check-in on how you did next week.

PRAY:  Close in a time of prayer. Share prayer requests - and pray for one another.  Ask God to 
give you a heart and habits that reflect Jesus’ priority of serving others.


DISCIPLESHIP RHYTHMS:


