
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 2

BIG IDEA: 

God uses the discipline of generosity to identify and overcome the idols in our heart. 


SCRIPTURES:  
Luke 18:18-30, 2 Corinthians 8:8-12 

ICEBREAKER: 

When you die, what do you hope to be remembered for? 


BIBLE DISCUSSION: 
1. Read Luke 18:18-23. What did the rich ruler want from Jesus? Why does Jesus ask this man to 
sell everything and give to the poor? How would you respond? 


2. Read Luke 18:24-30. People in Jesus’ day believed that those who kept all the commandments 
were closest to God, and that God often blessed them with wealth. However, Jesus saw the deep, 
dark stronghold of this rich, virtuous ruler that kept him from fully trusting God. What was it? 
According to Jesus, how could a person overcome such a stronghold?


3. Read 2 Corinthians 8:8-12. The Corinthian church promised to send a gift to help the 
impoverished Jerusalem church over a year ago. What might have kept them from following 
through on their generosity? Compare this with the story of the Rich Ruler.


LIFE APPLICATION: 
4. What are some of the things (objections in your heart and mind) that keep you from following 
through on God’s promptings and commands to be generous as He is generous to you?


5. What are some steps that you can take to follow through on your generous intentions (e.g. 
recurring online giving, accountability with a friend, giving as a first move vs. waiting until you’ve 
spent it all, etc.)? 


CHALLENGE:  
As we struggle to be more generous there are often deeper issues, deeper idols (strongholds) that 
keep us from becoming the generous, life-giving, people of blessing that we want to be. One of the 
discipleship rhythms is “Freedom from Strongholds.” This week, ask God to examine your heart to 
reveal any strongholds (e.g. need for security, control, comfort, acceptance, or power) that is 
hindering you from generosity. Share this with a trusted friend or your group, and ask God to free 
you from this stronghold.  

DISCIPLESHIP RHYTHMS: 


