
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 1

BIG IDEA: Generosity is a gateway to knowing and sharing the heart of God.


SCRIPTURES: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9; Philippians 2:5-8. 

ICEBREAKER:  When have you experienced someone else’s generosity? What made that gift 
meaningful to you? 


BIBLE DISCUSSION: 
1. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. The generosity of the Macedonians was so noteworthy because they 
gave even in their poverty. What strikes you about how Paul describe their generosity in these 
verses? Why were they able to give beyond their means/ability?


2. Read 2 Corinthians 8:6-8. Twice in these verses Paul calls the act of giving a “grace.” How is 
generosity an act of grace? To “excel” in generosity implies continued and intentional growth.  
How might one “excel” in this grace? 


3. Read 2 Corinthians 8:9 and Philippians 2:5-8. Jesus didn’t just model generosity; we were saved 
by an act of God’s generosity. What most surprises you in Paul’s description of Jesus’ life in Phil. 
2:5-8? In what ways have we become rich through Jesus’ poverty (per 2 Cor. 8:9)?


LIFE APPLICATION: 
4. Jesus is the standard of generosity for a believer. Yet we’re often tempted to base our generosity 
on another standard (e.g. others people, profits, tithes, account balances, or statistics).  What or 
who has shaped your understanding/standard of generosity in the past? 


5. Stewarding (or managing) our finances well begins with two realization: (1) all that we have is 
ultimately God’s (the whole earth is His, including my money and material possessions); and (2) the 
steward manages the resources that he/she oversees according to the priorities of the master.  
How does the concept of stewardship change/challenge how you view your money and property? 


CHALLENGE:  
As we spend the next few weeks looking at spiritual discipline of generosity, let’s begin with prayer. 
Take some time this week to ask God to show you your relationship with money: the good, bad, 
and ugly. Review your bank/credit card statements from the previous month. Consider: “If 
someone were to look at my statements, what would they say are my priorities? Where do I spend 
the most money?” Notice what makes you nervous/anxious in our discussion of generosity: fear of 
missing out (everyone else is ___________; it’s not fair); lack of provision (not having enough); a sense 
of entitlement (it’s mine!); fear of the future (I don’t know if I will have enough). Confess your 
thoughts/emotions to God; and ask Him to help you trust Him and grow in a generous heart.


DISCIPLESHIP RHYTHMS: 


