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Please consider donating now to
help propel Bethlehem Farm
forward into our next 10 years!

JOIN US

As we celebrate our Decade of
Discipleship, we are recommitting
to the core of our mission:
Transforming Lives
Service with the Local
Community
the Teaching of Sustainable Practices
You are welcome to give toward the general fund, knowing that
your gift supports our mission in the area of greatest need, but we
also are providing some concrete giving opportunities:

SAVE THE DATES!
10th Anniversary Celebration
September 46, 2015
Please click here for info or
check out our
Housewarming Wish List


Chicago Benefit Fundraiser
December 19th, 2015
Saint Ignatius College Prep,
Chicago, IL.
More information to come!

Transforming Lives
*Adopt a Caretaker!
Caretakers are the heart that pumps life into our mission.
$30 provides food for one Caretaker for a week
$125 provides 1 month's stipend for a beginning Caretaker
$800 supports one beginning Caretaker for one month
Service with the Local Community
*Provide seed money for our lowincome home repair
zerointerest microloans
$25 buys a roof vent
$2,500 buys a new roof
As the family pays the loan back, that $25 turns into a can
of paint for one family, while the $2,500 puts new siding on
for another family, and on, and on, and on . . .
*Replace an aging work truck when it finally gives up the ghost
consider a gift of a pickup truck your family is replacing
$1015,000 buys a used diesel 2500cc 4wheel drive
pickup truck with an 8foot bed
Teaching of Sustainable Practices
Complete the next phase of our renewable energy plan:
*Install a 7.32KW solar array, doubling our existing solar power,
covering 2/3 of our total demand.

$20 produces 400 KWH and saves 400 lbs. of coal over
the first 40 years of the system
$100 produces 2,000 KWH and saves 1 ton of coal
$500 produces 10,000 KWH and saves 5 tons of coal
$1,000 produces 20,000 KWH and saves 10 tons of coal
$13,900 provides the remaining funds we need to
begin work!

COULDN'T MAKE IT THIS
SUMMER?
18 OR OLDER?
Join us for one of our

March College Weeks!
Questions? Click here or contact:
volunteer@bethlehemfarm.net

Caretakers and
Board Members

Current Caretakers
Jena Barnhill
Kim Bremer
Colleen and Eric Fitts
Mary Catherine McDonald
Marissa Minnick
Tim and Katherine Peregoy
Lauren Schoendorf
Richard Storey
Joe and Julie Tracy-Prieboy

Current Board Members
Scott McNelis, Chair
Kathryn Silberman, Secretary
Caitlin Morneau, Treasurer
Jake Teitgen, Vice Chair
Frederick Pratt
Fr. Arthur Bufogle
Sharyl Pels

*Install solar hot water heaters on the Retreat House
$25 for one hour of expert labor
$50 for one solar collector vacuum tube
$1,500 for one 40gal solar hot water heater
Thank you to everyone who has responded to our recent appeal
letter with a special anniversary gift. We deeply appreciate
everyone who has given their time, talent and treasure to turn the
vision of Bethlehem Farm into a reality. If you have not had the
chance to respond yet, then please sponsor a piece of our future
today by donating now (http://bethlehemfarm.net/donations/10
anniversaryreunion)!
Peace and all Good,

Eric R. Fitts
Scott McNelis
Director

Chair of the Board

P.S. Several people have asked how fundraising for the
Caretaker Residence is going. The house is complete! One year
after movein, I can say that it has met and exceeded many of our
expectations (and high expectations they were.) What a gift for our
mission, our community, and our family! We do still have $146,000
in loans to repay to our generous Community Loan Program
lenders. If you are interested in donating toward that end, then
please click click here.
P.P.S. Check out this article by Crux about former Caretaker and
current high school theology teacher/chaperone Brent
Fernandez and how his school's involvement with Bethlehem
Farm has helped them in living out their response to Pope
Francis's recent encyclical, Laudato Si: On Care for our Common
Home. (Also look for more on our response to Laudato Si
in future Bethlehem Farm newsletters.)

John Hannagan
Eric Fitts (ex officio)
Brian Suehs-Vassel (ex officio)

Getting to Know Our Neighbors:
Linda Emrich
By Colleen, Caretaker
Bethlehem Farm is blessed to be surrounded by amazing neighbors, friends, and teachers.
Linda Emrich is one of these neighbors (okay, she lives 2 miles away, but that counts as a rural
neighbor). Linda attends community night dinners, connects us with Frankferd Farms (our source for
bulk organic foods), provides us with eggs now and then, and sets a great example of enacting care for
creation. Her brother and daughter are also wonderful people who are in our extended community.
Linda was born in New York City, and for much of her childhood lived in urban New Jersey. She
seems to have absorbed some of her parents' fine qualities; even as a child she had a love for forests
and plants, inspired by her mother who was a PhD agricultural researcher. Advised by her mother that
the secret to a happy life was to find something she loved to do and find someone to pay her for it, and
inspired by her father who loved children and was "always on the side of the child," Linda chose the
path of Montessori directress. She firmly believes that children should be engaged in the activities of
real life and the kids should be immersed in nature, so they can learn to revere our lifesupporting
habitat.
Ready to be away from the city, Linda moved to Summers County, WV in the 1970s. Her home
was a threemile walk off of the road, and she did not have electricity or running water. After heavy rains
flooded the creek that she had to cross to get to town, she said she had a deep appreciation for the
phrase: "I'll be there, God willing and the creek don't rise." She believes that our way forward as a
culture is to get back to a close connection to God's creation and the earth that sustains us every
moment of the day. While she does have running water today, she embodies this close connection to
the earth through her lowtechnology lifestyle and her work in the community.
Linda's environmental advocacy was underway early in life. She vividly remembers suffering
from a broken toe as a tenyearold after a bag of glass recycling she was carrying broke. Furthermore,
after noting that the sky in her childhood city was bright blue in the mornings and dingy grey by
afternoon rush hour, she got her only "A++" on a high school paper which she wrote about air pollution.
Linda's mother again paved the way when she started an environmental group called "Survival, Inc.,"
through which Linda, though only a teenager, wrote advocacy letters. In our own Summers County,
Linda was instrumental in starting the recycling program as a leader in the local 4H initiative, Pony Pals.
She is currently working alongside BF Caretakers and many others who are trying to protect our county
from the proposed destructive pipeline.
Linda spends her time these days with her daughter on her farm in Pence Springs, engaging in
community efforts to care for creation, and working as an Extension agent for Summers County
promoting the historic and recreational aspects of our beautiful area. For her, this is just another way to
appreciate and celebrate what we have been given. Linda dreams of opening a general store in Hinton
where people can get the things they need while also building community between young and old alike.
When talking with Linda, it is impossible to miss her love for the earth, for animals (especially
horses), and for her family. Our recent conversation included mentions of her brother, sister, parents,
and certainly her daughter and her late husband. She is a humble, kind, determined person who is
willing to work hard to live her values and fight for what she believes in. She has deep faith and hopes
for a future where we are all more unified, free of the power of greed, and connected with the earth. We
are grateful for a great example and friend in Linda.

Bethlehem Farm, A Place that is Truly Part of God's Plan
By Tim Duffy, Chaperone

There is a most special place in rural Talcott, West Virginia that changes the lives and hearts of
so many of the financially challenged who live in the surrounding villages, as well as the lives and
hearts of the high school and college students who come from far and wide to be a part of this mission.
Bethlehem Farm, affectionately referred to as "BFarm," is a Catholic service community that celebrates
the role of Jesus Christ in our lives and His face and arms to so many in need on their faith journey or
simply on their journey in life. With a staff of about fifteen, comprised of fulltime caretakers and
summer servants who live and work at the farm, BFarm is committed to four pillars: prayer, service,

community and simplicity.
By emphasizing the power and meaning of these pillars, God's presence is felt in everything B
Farm does and everything it touches. This special community invites volunteers of all ages to become
part of its mission at various times during the year for a week or two at a time to assist with the service
projects that it so lovingly undertakes in the name of Jesus to benefit the surrounding neighbors who
are in need of a helping hand in the form of home or property improvements, painting, bringing in
produce to the local farmer's market, or planting a garden for the community kitchen. BFarm is a living
and loving testament to the ageold adage that "it is in giving that we receive."
I was blessed this year, as well as in the three years past, with the gift of bringing a group of
college students from St. Luke and St. Lawrence parishes to BFarm for a week of service, prayer and
community with approximately twenty other college students who drove from their Catholic universities
in St. Louis, Missouri and Omaha, Nebraska. Words are utterly inadequate to describe how the Holy
Spirit inspired this group as the week progressed and connected the hearts of all of the volunteers and
staff at BFarm so that a family was created. It was a joy to witness how truly committed these
volunteers and BFarm staff members all are to their Catholic faith and to the gift of outreach and
service to those who are low on funds but so very rich in spirit and God's grace.
Each day began with a wakeup bell at about 6:30 am, which starts an immediate procession of
young adults to the living room, where the volunteers and staff sit in a circle preparing for morning
prayer. With the volunteers broken into five separate groups, each group, with the assistance of a staff
member, is assigned responsibility for morning prayer for one day. Each day morning prayer was
creative and powerfully inspirational, typically consisting of the presentation of a theme, followed by a
motivational story or a reading from the Bible and the singing of a song consistent with the selected
theme. A bonding activity generally followed the song and a closeout typically was done in the form of
another Bible passage or a poem. It was always the perfect start to each day and represented a great
deal of thought, faith, compassion and collaboration by the college group who was assigned this
project. With each morning prayer, one could not help but to feel the wind of the Holy Spirit as He raced
around the room touching the shoulders and hearts of all who were present. I have difficulty
recollecting when I have been more touched and moved by prayer.
After morning prayer, consistent with the model adopted by Mother Teresa, we first addressed
the daily needs of BFarm by tending to its garden, feeding the animals, mowing the lawns and piling
firewood. Thereafter, we bundled into our vans, each of our groups with a staff member or two in the
lead, heading to a different service project that was in need of action and love. At each of these
locations we were met with the face of Jesus, for as Mother Teresa has taught us, He is seen so clearly
amid His most lowly servants.
At one of the job sites, each group received the gift of Charlotte and Roy, as we worked in the
West Virginia sun to build a handicap ramp to the entrance of their home, so Ray can help Charlotte
with ingress and egress from their house, as she gently and willingly endures the debilitating
progression of multiple sclerosis, which after twenty years now has her confined to her bed. At lunch
time, as we sat in their living room surrounding Charlotte's bed, this couple lovingly told us happy
stories of their life together and let us know of the constant power and presence of Jesus in all of their
travels. Charlotte has a gentle but infectious smile that tells you she is as happy today as she was
fortysome years ago when she embarked upon this journey in life at Roy's side. Likewise, through all
of his actions, it is abundantly certain that Ray feels lucky and blessed to have found the love of his life.
Although one might think initially that their lives are burdened with incredible challenges, that is certainly
not their perspective. They are steeped in faith and know that Jesus has never left their side. As we
held hands in a circle to pray together before we ate our lunch, surrounded by framed images of Jesus
on the walls throughout the room, Roy taught us a simple gesture that speaks volumes about how he
and Charlotte view life. He told us whenever you hold hands with someone you care about, squeeze
their hand three times before you break that grasp. Those three gentle squeezes stand for three
words... "I love you." It is a lesson that touched the hearts of all who encountered Charlotte and Roy,
and I dare say it is a lesson that will live forever in each of our hearts. When in the presence of
Charlotte and Roy, you quickly sense that you are truly in the presence of Jesus.
A week at Bethlehem Farm is truly transforming in amazing ways. In a world of the beautiful
simplicity of slide, scrape and stack to clear the dinner table, composting of all table scraps, outdoor

bucket showers, and conservation of water, electricity, all natural resources, and all reusable goods,
you are reminded of what is truly important and beautiful in life. When the world is less complicated
with fewer gadgets, luxuries and work demands, you more clearly see and feel the beauty of God's
creations and hear the voice of the Good Teacher.
It is proclaimed perfectly in Mark 10:1722, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?... Jesus, looking at him loved him and said, 'You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give
the money to the poor; and you will have treasure in heaven; then come follow me.'" When he heard
this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions."
Bethlehem Farm reminds you that it is not about possessions and never has been. It is all about
calming your heart, calming your mind and calming your body so that you are better able to serve as
Christ's instrument to all whom you encounter.
When we left Bethlehem Farm after six days of living in this special community, the thirty
volunteers who arrived at the beginning of the week not knowing one another and feeling a little
awkward as we sat together for our first meals, had become a family of its own, whose hearts and lives
had truly become intertwined. And in the course of the journey that we traveled together in just six
days, we clearly learned that we had all been called by name to be at this particular place at this
particular time as part of His perfect plan. But most of all, we all learned that the very best part of our
heart is the part that we give away.
A heartfelt "Thank You" to all the caretakers and summer servants at BFarm. You truly inspire
us and you serve Him well.
This article is made possible by a grant from the Our Sunday Visitor Institute

Goodbyes and Hellos!
This month, there are several changes happening within the Caretaker community. First of all, three
people are moving out of the Caretaker residence: Joe, Julie, and Marissa. Joe has been a Caretaker
on and off since August 2007, and most recently moved back in 2013 with his partner, Julie, who had
also served as a Caretaker in Bethlehem Farm's early days. Marissa moved to Bethlehem Farm in July
of 2104 and is moving not too far, just down the road to the Alderson Hospitality House. There will be
more details about their goodbyes in the next newsletter.
We are also excited to announce that there are four more people joining the Caretaker community in the
next few months. Carley Ann Braun, Carly Knapp, Jena Barnhill, and Mary Catherine McDonald have
all committed to serving as Caretakers and we are looking forward to a more in depth introduction next
newsletter.

Repairing Homes, Renewing Communities

(Above) Loretta's ramp before and after. Kim brought several volunteers to work on this ramp.
----

(Above) Lauren and Kim continue to work on James' roof in Hinton!
----

(Above) Tim helps finish the concrete driveway at the bottom of Roy and Charlotte's new ramp.
----

(Above and right) Jerry's exterior wall before and
after putting up beautiful blue siding.

If you have questions about this newsletter, or would like to submit an article for a future publication,
please contact us at caretakers@bethlehemfarm.net

Forward email

This email was sent to ericfitts@gmail.com by caretakers@bethlehemfarm.net |
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider.

Bethlehem Farm | P.O. Box 415 | Talcott | WV | 24981

