Bethlehem Farm Newsletter
Summer Updates from the Farm!
In This Issue
Post-Flood information
ANNO UNCEMENT!

As the busy summer season approaches its end,
here are some updates on what's been going on
at the Farm and in the local area.

Goodbye Kim
O ur Newest Caretaker
Projects Update

Check out our
Website!

SAVE THE DATE!
Be thle he m F a r m

Be n e fi t
December 17th, 2016
St. Ignatius College Prep
Chicago, IL
More info to come!

NOW
ACCEPTING!
S ummer, Fall, and Winter
S ervant Applications!
Apply here!

Do you like preserving food,
gardening, harvesting
apples, watching the leaves
change, hanging out with
Fitts Baby #3 and Tim

West Virginia Flood Recovery
Update
By Lauren
In July, West Virginia experienced one of the
most devastating floods since 1985. In some
parts of the state it was the worst flood ever
recorded. On Thursday, June 23rd torrential
downpours and back-to-back thunderstorms
dropped an accumulation of 10 inches of rainfall
on southern West Virginia in just a few hours.
This mass amount of rain in a short period of
time sent torrents of water into streams and
rivers through the Mountain State. The
Greenbrier River and Elk River rose
significantly, along with the many smaller
streams and creeks that weave through
numerous towns and pockets of homes. The
National Weather Service labeled the flood a
"one in a thousand year event". Soon after the
rain fell Governor Tomblin issued a State of
Emergency for 44 out of 55 counties in West
Virginia.
One of the hardest hit areas by the flood
was Greenbrier County, the county that
neighbors Summers County where Bethlehem
Farm is located. Towns such as White Sulphur
Springs, Ronceverte, Alderson and Rainelle
were largely impacted by the flood. The
Greenbrier River, which many summer
volunteers from Bethlehem Farm swim in every
Friday, rose 18 feet in a matter of hours (to a

Shovlin, or helping at the
farm with all sorts of
random and awesome jobs?
Then consider applying to be
a Fall or Winter Servant!

crest of 22 feet) leaving many roads, homes,
and lives devastated by rushing water.
The Alderson Hospitality House, directed by
former Caretakers Brian and Kathleen DeRouen,
was greatly impacted. The "little house" where
Brian and Kathleen live with their two young
sons got 2-3 feet of water in the house, causing
enough damage to make it unlivable.
Caretakers Carly Ann and Mary Catherine took
crews of high school students and chaperones
to help gut the house. Additionally, Wellspring
of Greenbrier, Bethlehem Farm's longtime
partner, is located at one epicenter of the
flood devastation and we were able to send
volunteer work crews there to assist in clearing
out homes and cleaning up massive amounts of
debris in Rupert and Rainelle. We will continue
sending work crews to Wellspring to assist in
the flood recovery process. The Alderson Green
Grocer had 18 inches of water in it damaging
freezers, fridges and coolers. With the help of
local volunteers and strangers, the Grocer was
up and running within a few days of the flood.
It has been incredible to witness the vast
amount of gracious volunteer support flocking
in from many states. Since I spend most of my
days serving the Alderson community through
my work at the Green Grocer and with the
Alderson Community Food Hub, the
transformation I saw was incredible. The
recovery process of the communities impacted
by the flood will take some time and Bethlehem
Farm is ready to lend a helping hand or hammer
wherever and whenever we can.
This article covers our Bishop's visit to flood
relief areas along with Eric Fitts, Fr. Arthur, and
Fred and Scarlett Kellerman of Wellspring. Eric
and board member Paul Daugherty visited more
of the effected areas and some former
homeowners in the flood zone. It is a difficult
stuff to see, but it is important for us to stay
connected to those most in need. They were
very impressed by their visit to Fruits of Labor
Cafe and Bakery where they received a tour
from founder Tammy Jordan and the chef she
works with. They have several ministries but
their main program is apprenticing former
prisoners in the farming, baking, cooking, and
hospitality that it takes to run their programs.
They were also affected by the flood and lost
almost everything they had in terms of

refrigerators, ovens, tables, chairs, etc.
Tammy was an inspiration to those on the tour.
Richard and others are making plans for longterm flood relief and determining the way
Bethlehem Farm will use our resources and
energy toward recovery efforts.
Due to the flood, twenty-four individuals lost
their lives. Please keep them and their families
in your prayers. Please keep West Virginia in
your prayers as we come together to rebuild.
Please keep Bethlehem Farm in your prayers as
we continue to serve the devastated
communities in their rebuilding efforts.

An Important Announcement!

The Fitts family is excited to welcome another baby into the family this October.
Miriam (almost 6) and Isaiah (almost 3) are looking forward to meeting baby. Miriam
is preparing to start Kindergarten and loves to read, and Isaiah is talking a lot and
working on keeping us laughing. We are thankful to enter this new phase of our family
within a loving, supportive community and extended family.

Some Give by Going, Others Go by Giving
By Eric, Caretaker and Director
Give a donation to Bethlehem Farm today by clicking here

As someone begins wrapping their mind around how a community like
Bethlehem Farm comes to be and how it continues to exist, the
question often arises:

"How are you funded?"
Service-retreat participation fees make up an important part of our
foundation and we are able to undertake some new projects with the
help of grant funding. However, donations from individuals, parishes,
schools, community groups, and religious communities are a key
component that helps the Bethlehem Farm mission not only "continue
to exist", but also to thrive.
At this point in our fiscal year (with about one month left to go), we
are still $3,500 short of our fundraising goal for the donations people
send in after reading either our print or e-newsletters. Please
consider sharing some of your treasure to help us reach (and
hopefully surpass) this important goal.
**DONATE NOW**
The obvious question follows: "What will it be used for?"
Most importantly, donations run the nitty-gritty day-to-day operations
that enable us to transform lives through service with the local
community and the teaching of sustainable practices. As we read the
Gospel, we see that even Jesus had His patrons who helped keep the
community fed, clothed and sheltered as they travelled from place to
place healing, preaching, serving, and loving. Donations enable us to
invite volunteers to join us in living the Gospel cornerstones of prayer,
community, simplicity and service for another year. They pay Caretaker
stipends, provide micro-loans to local homeowners in need of home
repair, provide literal "seed money" to plant the garden and orchard,
pay the utility and insurance bills, and so on.
"Yes, I have already given this year to help sustain the everyday work,
but how can I go above and beyond?"
The board recently adopted a Master Plan outlining a "Better Future"
that we will focus our efforts on over the next three years, which I
will discuss further in the fall print newsletter. For now, here are
some concrete opportunities for giving for which we are looking for
partners:
1) Flood relief (any amount helps): the need is great and we will
be working with families who have been flooded for multiple
years.

2) Truck cap with ladder rack (~$500-$1,500): There are some
materials you just don't want to get wet, such as bags of
concrete, and a good downpour can shorten the life of many
power tools, so we are looking for a cap for the newly-donated
2006 Ford F-250 truck.
3) Tool Trailer (~$2,500-$4,000): Every construction team has a
tool trailer (or utility van), so they do not need to spend precious
time every day loading and unloading pick-up trucks with the same
tools, only to find at the site that they are missing an important
(albeit unexpected) tool. It is time we learn from the pros on this
one.
4) Garden Tool Barn/Sustainability Center (~$35-40,000): Time is
running out on the life of the old garden tool shed. One part of
the new Master Plan is a safety review and we all know that
construction of a new garden tool barn to replace the run-down,
falling-in, lead-painted old structure will be the number one
project to make our program and property safer. Let us know if
you want in on early support and planning stages (or to make a
memorial or honorary gift).
Click here to help support one of these concrete needs
DONATE NOW!
Thank you for considering including us in your tithing. As always,
please keep this mission in your prayers.

Missing Kim
By Rachael, Summer Servant

My first substantial interaction with Kim, wasn't with Kim at all. It was
actually with the wood trim in her bedroom, which I spent a little over a
week
acrylacqing while she was away in order to protect the wood her room. So
my first impression of my assigned prayer partner came with some
aggressive, although harmless, fumes. Basically, we got off to a great
start. Fortunately for my nose, Kim returned and things got a little more
exciting than literally watching paint dry.
Kim Bremer, who fulfilled the roles of Volunteer Coordinator,
facilities, animals, and home repair site leader pretty well, also spent a
good chunk of last summer mentoring me to be a better version of
myself. When I say "mentoring" I mean "being so awesome and so in love
with God that I really had no choice". She challenges me in more ways
than I have words for in this particular article, but here's a few examples:
First off, she taught me parkour. Honestly, that's all it took to win my
friendship, but there was more too, like the time she let me cut her hair,
or the time she let me stand on her shoulders to hang the laundry in the
farm house. And of course, no prayer-partner time (or, lovingly, "PPT")
would be complete unless I was injured or bleeding, but laughing with Kim
nonetheless. Hanging out with Kim has always been an adventure, and
while my time at the Farm since her departure has been "safer", I still
miss spelunking down in the culverts at the bottom of the driveway with
Kym.
The Caretaker Community consistently astounds me with its ability and
willingness to love and care for the Summer Servants so genuinely, and
Kim has graced me with her love, care, and friendship in a concrete and
tangible way. Just as many paradoxical things in the Christian faith, Kim
has left a profound mark on the Farm (and on me) by virtue of her Christ-

like humility. Since her departure in May, the donkeys and I miss her here,
but she is undoubtedly chasing God in Wherever, Wisconsin, and that
makes us proud.

HI! My Name is JARUSHA!

As the craziness of May turned into the craziness of June, Bethlehem
Farm found time to welcome and rejoice in the arrival of our newest
Caretaker, Jarusha Lang. Like a bright light and beacon of hope, Jarusha
arrived amidst the Bethlehem Farm summer and didn't miss a beat. Except
for when Eric took her on a firewood gathering mission, and they both
came down with terrible, terrible poison ivy.
She is from Wheaton, Illinois, and went to St. Mary's College in Indiana.
She has been both a volunteer and a chaperone at the Farm through St.
Michael parish (Wheaton, IL) in the past. Immediately prior to her arrival,
she was working an office job back in Illinois and loving up on her big
family. We are excited to have her join our big family as well! She will be
filling the roles of home repair site leader, hiring coordinator, and lots of
other stuff.

The Closing of St. Mary of the Greenbrier
By Eric

St.Patrick Parish made the decision this spring to close St. Mary of
the Greenbrier Catholic Mission due to lack of funding and low
membership--the closing Mass was on June 18 th. St. Mary of the
Greenbrier was founded in 1978 by Anne Smith, Dorothy Hullings and
several other Aldersonians, who had been traveling all the way to
Ronceverte for Mass each Sunday (first by train, then by car once the
road went through). The Mission was located in an old home, which

lent a feeling of "closeness" and "home" to each Mass and event (after
all, one was never further than 16 feet from the altar, even in the
back row).
For all of the Bethlehem Farm Caretakers, Summer Servants, Board
Members, and visitors who attended St. Mary of the Greenbrier over
the years, it was also a reminder of our roots as Christians, as we
recalled the early Christian practice of gathering in one another's
homes to celebrate Eucharist and build and strengthen the Body of
Christ. We are happy that Bethlehem Farm continues the Catholic
presence in Alderson, but sad to lose part of Alderson's Catholic
presence, St. Mary of the Greenbrier Catholic Mission.

The parents (Eric & Colleen Fitts) and godparents (Laura Zerhusen & Joe Prieboy)
at St. Mary of the Greenbrier after Miriam Kateri Fitts' baptism.

The sanctuary of St. Mary of the Greenbrier, as Fr. Arthur presides at Miriam's
baptism.

Summer Projects
in pictures!

For most of the summer, Richard has been leading groups in a demolition site at
Maxine's house in Lewisburg that was irreparably damaged in a grease fire. Volunteers
have enjoyed getting to tear things down and break stuff (in a safe and respectful
way).

In May and June, Eric led volunteers to construct a roof-over on Cathy Adkin's home in
Hilldale. He was assisted by Carly Ann and Carley. Lots of time was spent digging in
the mud during or after some serious rain. Volunteers also had fun pouring concrete,
drilling, lifting beams, trying not to step on the roof, and receiving lots of love from
Cathy.

After the roof-over, Eric continued work at Cathy's home, building a wheel chair ramp
and porches with the help of Jarusha, Summer Servants, and volunteers.

Many volunteers over the past couple of years have put long hours, lots of sweat, and a
little blood into helping Tim and Katherine begin their farm and begin their home. Our
volunteers helped the Peregoys in their garden, participating in their mission to bring
healthy, sustainable, organic food to the people of this area. They also gained some
skills using post hole diggers.

In June, Carly Ann and others worked on Paul's house removing shingles and putting on
new tar paper and metal! Her trusty servant, Jack Lampton was with her every step of
the way. The volunteers loved working under the blue skies on Elk Knob Road. Later on,
a rag-tag group of summer servants lead by Richard and Carly Ann received a hearty
work out removing his chimney.

Kim's last project was to put new siding onto Bobby Joe's house in Hinton. After
suffering many break-ins and some weather damage, the house needed to be fixed up
to pass inspection. With a little help from the Boston Boys of late April the house got a
new door, siding, underpinning, and freshly painted shutters.

Carly Ann and Carley (Carl(e)y Nation) teamed up for the first time in living memory to
give Robin of Lewisburg a beautiful new roof. Some stellar high school volunteers in July
helped to remove her old rotting shingles, some tar paper, and a whole lot of nails.
Summer Servants and Caretakers continued to roof on ordinary weeks and it was
finished by Adult Week volunteers.

MC lead groups to Alderson in June to help Brian and Kathleen DeRouen (former
Caretakers and current Directors of the Alderson Hospitality House), whose home was
damaged during the flood. We removed drywall, insulation and paneling in hopes of
preventing dangerous mold and and perhaps saving it for future use. We also
cleaned/sanitized the AHH's park across the street. Volunteers and Caretakers alike
were excited to help them continue to live normally and carry out their own important
ministry in this time of hardship and tragedy.

Questions or Comments regarding this publication and/or article
submissions can be sent to the Editor, Carly Ann, at
bethlehemfarm@gmail.com. Photos welcome!

