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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

January 23, 2022 + 10:00 a.m. 
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A congregation of the 

New England Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA) 

 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Phone: 508-753-2989 

Website: www.trinityworc.org 

 

You Are Welcome! 
 

Hear God’s Word.  Receive Christ’s Supper. Live in the Spirit. 

 

Centered in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

celebrating the gift of God’s welcoming love and 

committed to serving our neighbor, 

we respect each individual’s dignity and worth.       

 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of faith  

that believes that each person is a beloved child of God.  

We renounce xenophobia and repent of our sins of hatred, bigotry, and prejudice.  

Bestowed with God’s grace, we are committed to work for racial equity and justice.  

 

We rejoice in the presence of people of every ability,  

age, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 

race, socioeconomic situation, personal history, or legal status.  

Whether you are a lifelong resident or new to the community, 

a lifelong believer or new to the faith,  

hurt by the church or a seeker of God’s presence, 

you are welcome here. 
 

Come and See! 
 

This statement of welcome was approved by Trinity Church’s Congregational Council on April 12, 2021 and was accepted as 

an affirmation of welcome by ReconcilingWorks, allowing our congregation to continue on the roster of Reconciling in Christ 

congregations throughout the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

http://www.trinityworc.org/
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

This booklet serves as your guide to participation in worship this day. Assembly responses are printed 

in bold type. Additional words, music, and helpful instructions are printed in the red Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship (ELW) and the purple All Creation Sings (ACS).  
       

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit unites us as people of God. 
 

 

 

Organ Prelude Variations on THAXTED Tom Trenney 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. 

We have turned our faces away from your glory 

when it did not appear as we expected. 

We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. 

We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. 

Accept our repentance for the things we have done 

and the things we have left undone. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us and lead us,  

that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, 

and reflect your love for all creation. 

Amen. 

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People 
weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection 
of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus 
Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God. 
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Rejoice in this good news: 

In ☩ Christ Jesus,  

your sins are forgiven. 

You are descendants of the Most High, 

adopted into the household of Christ, 

and inheritors of eternal life. 

Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

Gathering Song Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW #886 
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Greeting 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all.    

And also with you. 

 
Canticle of Praise 

All sing this biblical song praising the Triune God based on the song of the angels at Christ’s birth. 
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Prayer of the Day 
The presiding minister leads the assembly in the prayer appointed for today. 

 

Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

 

Blessed Lord God,  

you have caused the holy scriptures  

to be written for the nourishment of your people.  

Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them,  

that, comforted by your promises,  

we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life,  

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading Ezra reads the law of Moses before the people Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 

 

1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into 

the square before the Water Gate. They told the 

scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, 

which the LORD had given to 

Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the 

law before the assembly, both men and women 

and all who could hear with understanding. This 

was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He 

read from it facing the square before the Water 

Gate from early morning until midday, in the 

presence of the men and the women and those 

who could understand; and the ears of all the 

people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And 

Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 

people, for he was standing above all the people; 

and when he opened it, all the people stood 

up. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, 

and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” 

lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their 

heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to 

the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the 

law of God, with interpretation. They gave the 

sense, so that the people understood the reading. 

  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and 

Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 

taught the people said to all the people, “This day 

is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or 

weep.” For all the people wept when they heard 

the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go 

your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and 

send portions of them to those for whom nothing 

is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and 

do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your 

strength.”
 

The word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalmody  Psalm 19 

 

 

 The refrain is sung first and throughout the psalm by all: 

 
 

 

The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of 
Moses to them in the public square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for 
the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

To respond to the account of the people hearing Ezra read from the Torah, we join 
in Psalm 19, the first half of which praises Creator God for the sun and the second half 
of which praises our Redeemer for the words God has spoken, “more desired than fine 
gold, sweeter far than honey.” The musical setting is by Marty Haugen. 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-1-23/2283
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 1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 

 2One day tells its tale | to another, 

  and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 

 3Although they have no | words or language, 

  and their voices | are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands,  

     and their message to the ends | of the world, 

  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 

 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens  

     and runs about to the end of | it again; 

  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. R 

 

 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom | to the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 

 9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. R 

 

 11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 

 12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 

  Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 

 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;  

      let them not get dominion | over me; 

  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  

      be acceptable | in your sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. R 
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Second Reading  You are the body of Christ 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 

 

12For just as the body is one and has many 

members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized 

into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—

and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one 

member but of many. 15If the foot would say, 

“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 

body,” that would not make it any less a part of 

the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I 

am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that 

would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If 

the whole body were an eye, where would the 

hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, 

where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, 

God arranged the members in the body, each one 

of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single 

member, where would the body be? 20As it is, 

there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye 

cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” 

nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of 

you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body 

that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and 

those members of the body that we think less 

honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our 

less respectable members are treated with greater 

respect; 24whereas our more respectable members 

do not need this. But God has so arranged the 

body, giving the greater honor to the inferior 

member, 25that there may be no dissension within 

the body, but the members may have the same 

care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all 

suffer together with it; if one member is honored, 

all rejoice together with it. 

  27Now you are the body of Christ and 

individually members of it. 28And God has 

appointed in the church first apostles, second 

prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then 

gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of 

leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all 

apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do 

all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of 

healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 

interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts. 

The word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  ELW Setting Nine 

The assembly welcomes the sound of the gospel.  

 
 

  Choir: The Spirit of the Lord has anointed me to bring good news | to the poor,*  

     and to proclaim release | to the captives. (Luke 4:18) 

The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how 
intimately connected we are in the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth, 
Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church today. 
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Holy Gospel  Jesus reads from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah Luke 4:14-21 

 

 

The + holy gospel + according to + Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, 

returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 

through all the surrounding country. 15He began to 

teach in their synagogues and was praised by 

everyone. 

  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had 

been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 

sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 

read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where it was written: 

 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

   to bring good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the 

captives 

  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

   to let the oppressed go free, 

 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to 

say to them, “Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Time with Children 
Children are invited into the mystery of the proclamation for the day. 

 

Sermon 

The presiding minister, in an address, invites us into the pattern of the scripture readings.  

Silence for meditation follows the sermon. 

 

Hymn of the Day Let Streams of Living Justice ELW #710 

The assembly proclaims the word of God in song.  

 

 

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the 
words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

The assisting minister invites the assembly into prayer.  

Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words: 

 Lord, in your mercy,  Hear us, O God. …let us pray. 

 hear our prayer. Your mercy is great. Have mercy, O God. 
  

 The prayers of the congregation include at least these people and concerns: 
 

Morgan, Emma, Ben, Lisa, Susan, Brad, Lynn, Mario (friend of Miriam Pecevich), John, Kate, 

Jilene and Ryan preparing for or recovering from surgery   

Ryan awaiting a liver transplant 

Baby Gemma eye tumors  

Robert, Becky, Jacob & Sarah, Helen & Al, The Cummings Family for God’s presence  

Rick, Ezra, Betty, Lois, Lenni, Karen and Gabe for healing 

Jo, Karen, Richard, Elfriede, Scott, Mark, Tarah, Charlene, Heidi, Cindy, Dave, Dan, Lorraine, 

Pat,  Cam, Harold, Becki and Ron & Jon, dealing with cancer; 

Ron living with Alzheimers 
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Vinnie in need of protection and guidance 

Francis and Doug health issues 

Trevor sent to Iraq  

Gillian healing from serious car accident 
 

Those who mourn the deaths of Frank Ricardo, Sr and six students of the WPI community in the 

2021-2022 academic school year.  
 

  The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: Amen. 

 

Offering  
Tithes and money offerings may be submitted for the ongoing mission of the church around the world. 

Online giving may be made at this link: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-

bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRn0HF0e2o3tWcRg5eC114dFfcDUR8Pm2EuvGLceWdCNK2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboue_

1NUAzUtV6iqffxRN5CSM=&ver=3 

 

 

 Musical Offering O God of Light arr. Zebulon Highben 
  

 

Life on the Earth: One of the ideas behind the Year of Jubilees to which the Isaiah citation 
refers was that even the earth needed a rest and was not to be cultivated one year in fifty. 
Although it is unlikely that this ever literally was enacted, the festival of Jubilees 
articulated the sense that the people cannot be free unless they can free also the earth 
from overuse. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRn0HF0e2o3tWcRg5eC114dFfcDUR8Pm2EuvGLceWdCNK2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboue_1NUAzUtV6iqffxRN5CSM=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRn0HF0e2o3tWcRg5eC114dFfcDUR8Pm2EuvGLceWdCNK2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboue_1NUAzUtV6iqffxRN5CSM=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRn0HF0e2o3tWcRg5eC114dFfcDUR8Pm2EuvGLceWdCNK2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboue_1NUAzUtV6iqffxRN5CSM=&ver=3
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Thanksgiving for the Word 

The presiding minister leads the assembly in praise to God for the word of grace. 

 

Holy God, 

Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, 

we hear your Word in the scriptures, 

proclaiming to us your wisdom 

and inviting us to follow your call. 

For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 

We thank you, O God. 

  
Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, 

who preached your righteousness, healed the sick, 

and revived the brokenhearted. 

For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God. 
We worship you, O God. 

  
By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, 

that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ, 

we may be light for the world, 

revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 

We praise you, O God. 

  
Blessed are you, holy God, 

around us, with us, and in us, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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 The thanksgiving is concluded with the prayer Jesus taught us. 

 

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom, 

and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen

Brief announcements are made relating to the day, the life of the church and the assembly’s   

participation in God’s mission in the world.  

 

Complete announcements of the activities and ministries of the congregation can be viewed at our 

website: www.trinityworc.org  

 

Blessing 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.  

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

who rejoices over you, 

and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Organ Postlude Psalm 19 Benedetto Marcello 
 

http://www.trinityworc.org/
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SERVING   

God calls servants to lead, but calls us all to be ministers   

 

 Presiding Minister Rev. Nathan D. Pipho 

 Assisting Minister Jena Hill 

 Musicians Paula Wyble, soprano 

  Pamela Mahoney, alto 

  Roz Horn, alto 

  Kevin Erkkila, tenor 

  Dave Horn, bass 

  James Mullett, bass 

  Ronald Pataky, trumpet* 

  Cantor Mark Mummert 

 

*representing the Worcester Youth Orchestras 

 

 
Music, graphics and text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #30157.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted, the following text and music reprinted under onelicenset.net 
#A-71770.  

Comments from the Cloud of Witnesses: 
 
“Jesus began his ministry with these words read from a scroll of the prophet Isaiah: “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” The arrival of 
the dominion of God was, in those words, inextricably tied to helping the poor, releasing 
prisoners, healing the sick. And yet the poor remain in our streets, our prisons are 
overcrowded as never before, and everyone of us will eventually succumb to ill health 
and physical death. Had Jesus failed? . . . Following in his steps from that early 
synagogue worship service, to the hills of Galilee, the road to Jerusalem, and the way of 
the cross, we discover that suffering is not God’s will. Rather, life in the face of suffering 
is God’s will; courage in the face of fear; faith in the face of doubt and abandonment; love 
in the face of hatred and prejudice. God’s will is to call these things out of the hurt and 
brokenness that we are and that we find around us. With Christ, the prophecy is fulfilled, 
in you and in me.” 
 
—Bruce J. Evenson 
[Bruce J. Evenson, in Homilies for the Christian People, p. 402.] 


