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Pastor Pipho’s Perspective 

Pastor Nathan Pipho 

“What was the highlight of your week?” 
 

That’s the question I’ve been asking as an icebreaker with two new groups that have  

formed at Trinity this fall.  One group is the Sunday morning Adult Forum meeting in 

the Library at 9:00 a.m. The other is the Beginner Bible Study meeting in the Library on 

Wednesday evenings at 6:45 p.m. Both groups of about 10 people include folks new to 

Trinity since the pandemic started.   I thought that asking about a highlight of the week 

would be a good way to help participants get to know each other.  Indeed, the question 

has prompted some helpful sharing – from positive and negative health diagnoses, to the 

success and failures of favorite sports teams, to connections with family and friends, to 

personal successes. Some were ready with a quick answer – a celebration from the week 

fresh on their minds. Others admitted the question was difficult to answer. It was hard to 

remember a highlight, or a blessing, because the week had been difficult and trying.    
 

Week after week I’ve continued asking the question. Perhaps at first I was just too lazy to 

come up with a better icebreaker question. But as I kept asking the question, I recognized 

something else going on.  I recognized the importance of taking a moment to reflect on 

the ways God is working blessing in our lives.   
 

Now, I have to admit, I’m not a fan of those who preach that one must live with “an 

attitude of gratitude.” I don’t connect with people suggesting that we manufacture a 

feeling of thankfulness in the midst of a busy life.  What I’m talking about is the 

discipline of remembering a blessing even when it is difficult to do so. I found that some 

of the most powerful sharing in the groups was when people confessed their weeks were 

difficult, but in the midst of these challenges, there was still a moment, a connection, a 

friend for whom to give thanks.  
 

I think it’s important to keep asking about highlights and blessings in order to put a 

speedbump on the fast road leading to despair and cynicism. Taking a moment to 

remember a highlight or a blessing of our day, or week, can help us remember God’s 
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promise of faithfulness that will never let us go.  In the water and Word of Holy Baptism 

we are marked with the cross of Christ and sealed by the Holy Spirit forever.  Nothing, 

not bad luck, poor health, or even death, can change that promise.  
 

The truth is, in our sin we fail to count our blessings. In our sin, to draw on the cliché, we 

see the glass as half empty. Sin complains: “Where did the other half go? Now we’re not going 

to have enough. Things always go poorly for me!” Faith, on the other hand, sees God at work 

in our lives, and even in our deaths.  Faith takes a moment to count our blessings.  Faith 

sees an abundance of a glass that contains water and asks, “Who is thirsty? Who needs a 

drink? How can I use this for the glory of God?”   
 

We begin and end the month of November by giving thanks.  We start November with 

All Saints Sunday on November 7th.  In our liturgies at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. on that 

day, we will speak aloud the names of those who have died in the previous year. As we 

remember these saints, we do so in thanksgiving, remembering that the Prayer of the 

Day at funerals is a prayer of thanksgiving:  “O God of grace and glory, we remember before 

you today our sister/brother (name). We thank you for giving her/him to us to know and to love as 

a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.”  
 

Gathered together to mourn the death of a loved one we give thanks! We thank God for 

the blessing of the life lived by the person who died.  We give thanks for the ways the 

loved one was a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.  We give thanks that even 

though our loved one has died, he/she will live on in the resurrection to life eternal 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.   
 

At the end of November, we will celebrate the Thanksgiving Holiday. If you are called 

upon to pray at the table with family and friends, I give you permission to use my 

question to ask your family and friends, “What was the highlight of your past year?” I 

suspect some will answer the question easily. Some will struggle. For some the year was 

full of stunning successes. For others, the year was marked with pain and loss. For many, 

the past year has included both. I offer that the simple act of taking a moment to 

remember the blessings of God is important act of discipleship turning us out of 

ourselves and into God’s work in our lives.   
 

So, disciples of Jesus, what was the highlight of your week?  What is the way God is at 

work in your life?  Thanks be to God! 
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COUNCIL UPDATE – DAVE HORN, PRESIDENT 
 

 

As I write this, we have not yet had our October Council meeting so I will not report on 

that.  By the time you read this, we will have had a congregational meeting and many of 

us will have turned in our pledge commitments in support of Trinity’s missions for 2022.  

We will have heard of the ongoing needs of our congregation, the New England Synod, 

and the larger church in the world.  We will have prayerfully considered our own 

personal resources and how we might budget responsibility to care for ourselves and 

those we love, next year and beyond.  As usual, we do this in a world of uncertainty.  

COVID is just the latest source of financial anxiety in a string of events that stretches back 

into the past and into a future that is unknowable.   

 

And yet we are a people of faith.  We live assured in the certain hope that God’s purpose 

is being fulfilled and as members of the Trinity fellowship, we are a part of that mission.  

Whatever our individual contribution, great or small, it counts, and as a body we move 

forward in faith and confidence. 

 

As your Congregational Council President, one of my more enjoyable tasks, has been to 

participate in “Zoom” meetings with ELCA church leaders from throughout the New 

England Synod.  Throughout the COVID pandemic, when asked “How is it going at 

Trinity?” I can reply that “Trinity is going.”  We have an enviable set of blessings: our 

congregation, our staff, our leadership, our resources, facilities, location … most 

congregations would love to have what we have.  Let us keep our blessings in mind as 

we move forward in faith, in confidence. 

 
 

NEWS & UPDATES 
 

 SENIOR LUNCHEONS HAVE RESUMED IN JEPPSON HALL -  The monthly senior 

luncheons have resumed, and will be held at Noon in Jeppson on the second Monday of 

each month. A simple lunch of soup, bread and dessert will be served.   A $3.00 donation 

is suggested.  A monthly program will take place after lunch.   
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JENA HILL WILL BE ON PARENTAL LEAVE OCTOBER 17 to NOVEMBER 15 -

Youth/Family/Outreach Minister Jena Hill will be taking Parental Leave beginning 

October 17 to November 15, as she and her husband B.J. welcome a new son into their 

home!  During her time away, Jena will not be responding to texts, emails or phone calls 

from members of the congregation.   

 

To support Jena and BJ in this special time, the congregation is invited to do two things.  

First, please pray for Jena and BJ in their new life as parents.  May God grant the new 

family health, love and support.  Second, please give them space.  Jena will be setting 

aside her responsibilities as a member of the Trinity Ministry staff in order to establish 

the new family routines and tend to her duties as a mother.  Jena and BJ are well 

supported by family and friends in the area who will provide emotional and other 

support in these early days of parenthood, and will also get to meet their new son at an 

intentional and healthy pace.  When Jena returns to work, she will be glad to share with 

us her experience of parenthood.   

 

Please reach out to Pastor Nathan with any pastoral care or administrative matters that 

Jena normally covers during her leave.  May God bless Jena and BJ in their new life with 

their son! 

 

NAME TAGS ARE BACK -  As a way for members to reconnect with one another, and 

as a sign of hospitality for new members and visitors, we encourage all attendees at 

either 8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. Sunday worship to wear names tags.  These name tags can 

be found on the hallway outside of Jeppson Hall.   If you can't find your name tag, or 

have misplaced your name tag, please fill out the request sheet located at the name tags 

and we will make you one during the week to be available the following Sunday.  If you 

have any questions or concerns, please contact Dale Mattice or Office Manager Chris 

Jackel.  

 

JOIN A NEIGHBORHOOD SUPPORT TEAM TO RESETTLE AFGHAN FAMILES /  

Ascentria is spearheading the effort to welcome up to 300 Afghans into Worcester and 

they are doing it in a way that has never been done before!  They are asking communities 

to establish a Neighborhood Support Team (NST) who will then be matched with an 

Afghan family/individual.  Trinity can be an NST but in order to do that, we need your 

help!  If you want to be on the Neighborhood Support Team (NST), please let Jessica 

Sutherland know.  Her e-mail is: sutherland.jessica@yahoo.com.   

mailto:sutherland.jessica@yahoo.com
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We need 20-30 people who are committed to help plan and get organized in order to 

accompany the individual and/or family that we are matched with.   

NSTs are responsible for finding and providing housing and accompanying the 

individual/family through every aspect of settling in the community (navigating 

education, healthcare, shopping, paperwork, transportation, etc.  The team (not one 

individual) should expect to spend a combined 40 hours a week working with whoever 

they are matched with.  Housing is a priority!  There are more than 50,000 Afghans who 

are currently being housed at military bases throughout the United States. We cannot 

help to relocate anyone UNTIL housing is secured.  

 

As an NST, we are responsible for identifying and paying for housing.  Do you know 

anyone who is a landlord, has a vacant in-law apartment or a second property?  As an 

NST, we would sign a lease for at least six months so we can guarantee rent for a 

landlord.  *Please note that we are NOT able to currently collect or store furniture, clothing or 

household goods for any Afghan families at Trinity.  Jesus said: I was a foreigner and you 

welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35).  Whatever we do to welcome Afghan refugees is an act 

of love towards Jesus.  We are being invited to step out of our comfort zones in order to 

welcome strangers who are our siblings in Christ.  Together, we can do this! 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED / As we look forward to getting back to “normal” we 

encourage you to think about how you may become a more 

“active” member.  There are many ways to participate.  Some 

ways are Altar Guild, ushers, bread bakers, communion 

assistants to name a few.  We encourage all members to find 

something that interests you as a way to become more engaged.   

 

TV MINISTRY of Trinity is seeking volunteers to 

join the team that produces the Sunday morning 

service. The TV Ministry Team will provide “on the 

job training” for volunteers.  If you are interested in 

being part of the TV Ministry Team Trinity, please 

contact Paul Gustafson at (508) 523-0208 or Paul 

Foster at (508) 735-2689 for more information. 

Thanks for your consideration!  
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LITTLE FREE FOOD PANTRY/ The Little Free Food Pantry remains a “ministry in the 

works.”  Please speak with Pastor Nathan for more information.  

 

TRINITY BOOK CLUB / The book club has been operating for a few 

months.  We have decided to switch our format to one book a month 

beginning in January.  We will alternate fiction and non-fiction 

choices.  All meetings will be at 1:30 p.m. in the Library.  We may 

revisit this time in the Spring.   
 

Susan Brown sbrown5453@gmail.com is the contact for the Fiction 

Book Club gatherings. Beth Getman rntaximom@gmail.com is the 

contact for the Non-Fiction Book Club. 

 

Our upcoming books are: 

 

 Monday, November 29th in the Library at 7:00 p.m. … The Engineer’s Wife by 

Tracey Emerson Wood (fiction) 

 Monday, December 6th in the Library at 7:00 p.m. … The First Christmas by 

Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan (non-fiction) 

  Monday, January 31st in the Library at 1:30 p.m. … What is the Bible by Rob Bell 

(non-fiction) 

  Monday, February 28 in the Library at 1:30 p.m. … The Gown by Jennifer 

Robson (fiction) 

  Monday, March 28 in the Library at 1:30 p.m.  … Non fiction choice to come 

  Monday, April 25 in the Library at 1:30 p.m. … The Vanishing Half by Brit 

Bennett (fiction) 

 

 

  Rebekah Circle welcomes all women of Trinity! 
 

All women interested in learning more about Rebekah Circle are invited to 

join us in the Golden Room on Sunday, Nov. 14th after the 10 a.m. service 

for refreshments and to make plans for the upcoming year.  
 

Here is our story …About sixteen years ago, Christine Anderson and Peggy Moskowitz 

organized the Rebekah Circle by inviting women of Trinity to meet on the second 

Sunday of the month after the 10 O’clock service. And thus we began our journey! 

mailto:sbrown5453@gmail.com
mailto:rntaximom@gmail.com
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Our basic meeting format (pre-Covid) has been to begin with prayer, enjoy a light lunch 

provided by a member, and then listen to a presentation by a member.  When the Circle 

was formed, the presentations were about Women of the Bible.  Then the presentation 

topics expanded to other aspects of the Bible or spiritual life in general. We have also had 

presentations about various topics such as congregational surveys, congregational 

organization, and other initiatives that Pastors have asked us to discuss.  

 

 We have undertaken many service projects over the years. Many of us have knit prayer 

shawls which we forwarded to Pastor to distribute.  We have created blessing bags for 

the homeless and partnered with the Trinity Preschool to provide programs and craft 

activities.  We have created blessing bags for the homeless and partnered with the Trinity 

Preschool to provide programs and craft activities.  We have made kneeling pillows for 

the church to use during Lent. 
 

Prior to Covid, each month two of us would provide the refreshments for coffee hour on 

the fourth Sunday of every month.  We also provided many sandwiches for Annual 

Congregational Meetings.  As a group we have visited St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer to 

listen to a service, the Cathedral in the Pines, Pickety Place, and the Museum of Russian 

Icons in Clinton.  We have read and discussed books, gone to the movies together, and 

we usually have had a summer outing and potluck in someone’s backyard.  We have 

kept a scrapbook with photos to record our activities.   

 

Our Circle is meaningful to each of us and over the years we have prayed together and 

listened to each other as we faced life’s challenges.  The Circle has deepened and 

enriched our church life. It has been a gift to us and we are delighted to welcome all 

women of Trinity to Rebekah Circle.   
 

All women interested in learning more about Rebekah Circle are invited to join us in the 

Golden Room on Sunday, Nov. 14th after the 10 a.m. service for refreshments and to make 

plans for the upcoming year. For questions, contact either Susan Brown at (508) 943-4640; 

constantgardenerdudley@yahoo.com) or Roz Horn at (508) 459-0729; 

rozhorn43@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:constantgardenerdudley@yahoo.com
mailto:rozhorn43@gmail.com
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NECESSITIES FOR NEIGHBORS  

 

In November, we are going to collect socks for the homeless.  We will continue to collect 

kitchen cleaning supplies which can be left in or next to the Necessities for Neighbors bin 

in the hallway.  In December we will be collecting gift cards for our neighbors in need. 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 

Sunday Adult Forum 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

This 45-minute gathering in the Trinity Church Library 

meets to discuss Martin Luther’s Small Catechism with reflections by African American 

theologians of the Lutheran Church.  Pastor Nathan leads. 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Weekly at 11:00 a.m. 

This 60-minute gathering in the Trinity Church Library 

meets to read and reflect on 

the appointed bible readings for the upcoming Sunday’s worship. Cantor Mark leads. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

Weekly at 8:00 a.m. 

This 60-minute gathering in the Trinity Church Library 

meets to read and reflect on 

the appointed bible readings for the upcoming Sunday’s worship.  Dave Horn leads. 

 

Wednesday Beginner Bible Study 

Weekly at 6:15 p.m. 

This 60-minute gathering in the Trinity Church Library (and Zoom) 

is for those who have never attended a bible study before and reads and reflects on the  

gospel reading assigned for the upcoming Sunday.  Pastor Nathan leads. 
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God of grace and glory, we remember before you today the saints among us who have 

died in the past year, especially: 

 

    Bradley Jones  Paston Ron Jackson 

    Mildred Herrmansen  Lloyd Carlson 

    Florence Kirschbaum  Lynn Lahde 

    Judith Bunnewith  Joanne Westlund 

    Dorothy Matthews  Barbara Oja 

    Hjordis West  Winifred Entwistle 

    Joseph Kpor Julu  Anna Granquist 

 

We thank you for giving them to us to know and to love as a companion in our 

pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console all who mourn. Give us faith 

to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that 

we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly 

home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
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+ Worship at Trinity Lutheran Church + 
 

 

Wednesday, November 3 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 Keeping the words of God 

Mark 12:28-34 Two commandments: love God and neighbor 

6:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist (Nave Chancel) Livestreamed on www.facebook.com/tlcworcester 

 

Sunday, November 7 All Saints Sunday 

Isaiah 25:6-9 The banquet of the LORD 

Revelation 21:1-6a A new heaven and a new earth 

John 11:32-44 The raising of Lazarus 

Psalmody: Psalm 24 They shall receive blessing from the God of their salvation 

Hymn of the Day: Hymn 422, For All the Saints, SINE NOMINE 

God has made into saints all who have been baptized into Christ, and we honor especially those who have died in the faith by 

referring to them as saints of God. Our assembly joins with countless other Christians to praise God for the life of all the 

saints. 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Christ Chapel) 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Nave) Livestreamed at www.vimeo.com/trinityworcester 

 

Wednesday, November 10 

1 Kings 17:8-16 God feeds Elijah and the widow 

Mark 12:38-44 A widow’s generosity 

6:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist (Nave Chancel) Livestreamed on www.facebook.com/tlcworcester 

 

Sunday, November 14 Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Daniel 12:1-3 God will deliver the people 

Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25 The way to God through Christ 

Mark 13:1-8 The end and the coming of the Son 

Psalmody: Psalm 16 My heart is glad and my spirit rejoices; my body shall rest in hope 

Hymn of the Day: Hymn 327, Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow, EBENEZER 

Near the close of the church year, the readings remind us of both the end of the world and the end of our lives. Come to 

worship to receive God’s comfort for whenever we face destruction and death. 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Christ Chapel) 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Nave) Livestreamed at www.vimeo.com/trinityworcester 

 

Wednesday, November 17 

Zechariah 12:1—13:1 The future of Jerusalem 

Mark 13:9-23 The coming sufferings 

6:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist (Nave Chancel) Livestreamed on www.facebook.com/tlcworcester 

 

Sunday, November 21 Christ the King / Last Sunday after Pentecost 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 The coming one rules over all 

Revelation 1:4b-8 Christ, the ruler of the earth 

John 18:33-37 The kingdom of Christ 

Psalmody: Psalm 93 Ever since the world began, your throne has been established 

Hymn of the Day: Hymn 435, Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending, HELMSLEY  
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This coming Sunday we close our liturgical year with a celebration of Christ as our king. Come to worship, and encounter 

Christ reigning from his cross with mercy for us all. 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Christ Chapel) 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Nave) Livestreamed at www.vimeo.com/trinityworcester 

 

Wednesday, November 24 

No weekday worship 

 

Sunday, November 28 First Sunday of Advent 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 A righteous branch springs from David 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Strengthen hearts of holiness 

Luke 21:25-36 Watch for the coming of the Son of Man 

Psalmody: Psalm 25:1-10 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul 

Hymn of the Day: Hymn 436, Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying, WACHET AUF 

This coming Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent. God is “advancing” towards us: in the past in the life of Jesus; in the present 

in word and sacrament; and in the future, even if there is disaster, in everlasting life. This Sunday we light the first candle on 

our Advent wreath, and we begin a year-long reading from the gospel of Luke. 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Christ Chapel) 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Nave) Livestreamed at www.vimeo.com/trinityworcester 

 

 CELEBRATIONS    
 

 

                                                              BIRTHDAYS 

         Russell Chaplis – November 3           Gordon Matheson – November 17 

         Jon Carlson – November 6           Richard Grusell – November 20 

     Kenneth Brick – November 8   Elaine Moberg – November 21 

     Betty Sander – November 10           Carter Lindberg – November 23 

     John Norrgard – November 11            Carol Scanlon – November 25 

     Marion Grundberg – November 12      Virginia Salerno – November 28 

     Delores Dively – November 14            S. Christian Baehrecke – November 29 

        Isabella Axelson – November 16          Gudrun Krueger – November 30 

     Jeanne Doyle – November 17 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Paul & Jane Johnson – November 2 

Jeffrey & Dolores Gribouski – November 14 

Gordon Matheson – November 17 

Richard Grusell – November 20 

Elaine Moberg – November 21 

Suzanne & John Wheeler – November 22 

Richard & Shirley Bourke – November 29 

http://www.vimeo.com/trinityworcester
http://www.vimeo.com/trinityworcester
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PARISH STAFF CONTACTS 
Parish Office: (508) 753-2989 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for December Trinity News: Thursday, November 11, 2021 
 

 

TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

2021-2022 Council Members 
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To contact someone on the Council, e-mail admin@trinityworc.org and the 
Parish Office will forward the messages; or mail your note to 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 73 Lancaster Street, Worcester, MA 01609-3152 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

David Horn – President   president@trinityworc.org 
Beth Axelson – Vice President vice-president@trinityworc.org 

Kate Gregoire – Secretary   secretary@trinityworc.org 
Nancy Fontneau – Treasurer   treasurer@trinityworc.org 

Karen Couturier 
Jim Drackley 
Beth Getman 

Jena Hill 
Ed Menard 

Mark Mummert 
Rich Osterfield 

Pastor Nathan Pipho 
Nick Salerno 

Maureen Stake 
Judy Willoughby 

 

The Rev. Nathan D. Pipho 
Pastor 

(617) 388-5636 
npipho@trinityworc.org 

 
Patricia McAuliffe 

Director 
TLC Christian Preschool 

pmcauliffe@trinityworc.org 

 
Chris Jackel  

Office Manager 
admin@trinityworc.org 

Mark Mummert 
Cantor 

(713) 256-5980 
mmummert@trinityworc.org 

 
Jena Hill 

Youth, Families & Outreach Minister 
(978) 549-9079 

jhill@trinityworc.org 

 
Frank Ricardo 

Building Manager 
(781) 820-2834 

building.manager@trinityworc.org 
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