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Our Mission:
To Welcome, Proclaim, and Serve in Christ’s Name.
Centered in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,
celebrating the gift of God’s welcoming love,
and committed to serving our neighbor,
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of faith
that respects each individual’s dignity and worth and welcomes
people of every ability, age, sexual orientation, gender identity,
race and socioeconomic situation.

HOLY EUCHARIST
This is a guide to participation in worship this day. Responses for all are printed in bold type. The
materials for our worship are mostly from the commended red book of worship of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America – Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), and the purple supplement
to the book of worship – All Creation Sings (ACS)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of
Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the
disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for
a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened
individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and
material sharing such that no one among us is in need.

Organ Prelude

Partita on O FILII ET FILIAE

This set of variations for organ on the hymn, “O Sons and Daughers of the King” by
Wilbur Held includes nine different presentations of the hymntune, corresponding to
the nine stanzas of the hymn, which is a ballad on today’s gospel reading. The text of the
hymn is given here for meditation while the prelude is played.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
O sons and daughters, let us sing
with heav'nly hosts to Christ our king:
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Wilbur Held

today the grave has lost its sting!
Alleluia!
That Easter morn, at break of day,
the faithful women went their way
to seek the tomb where Jesus lay.
Alleluia!
An angel clad in white they see,
who sits and speaks unto the three,
"Your Lord will go to Galilee."
Alleluia!
That night the apostles met in fear;
among them came their master dear,
and said, "My peace be with you here."
Alleluia!
When Thomas first the tidings heard,
that they had seen the risen Lord,
he doubted the disciples' word.
Alleluia!
"My piercèd side, O Thomas, see,
and look upon my hands, my feet;
not faithless, but believing be."
Alleluia!
No longer Thomas then denied;
he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
"You are my Lord and God!" he cried.
Alleluia!
How blest are they who have not seen,
and yet whose faith has constant been,
for they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia!
On this most holy day of days,
be laud and jubilee and praise:
to God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
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Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
Amen.

Greeting
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

The presiding minister prays the prayer appointed for today.
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God,
with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection.
By the grace of Christ among us,
enable us to show the power of the resurrection
in all that we say and do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

The believers’ common life

Acts 4:32-35

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian
community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow
believers who were in need.

Now the whole group of those who believed
were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed
private ownership of any possessions, but
everything they owned was held in
common. 33With great power the apostles gave
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord

Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There
was not a needy person among them, for as many
as owned lands or houses sold them and brought
the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at
the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as
any had need.
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The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

Psalm 133

Singers from the choir sing the appointed psalm on behalf of the assembly at this time.
We respond to Luke’s account of radical Christianity by singing Psalm 133, a
celebration of the community of believers. The image of oil recalls the Israelite anointing
of Aaron to serve as priest and to approach God in prayer, and the image of dew comes
from Palestine, where with minimal rainfall, the day’s dew is a significant source of
moisture for the life of all. The musical setting is by Anne Krentz Organ.
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It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. R
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It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. R

Second Reading

Walking in the light

1 John 1:1—2:2

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our
confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s
death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light.

We declare to you what was from the beginning,
what we have heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with
our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life
was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it,
and declare to you the eternal life that was with
the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to
you what we have seen and heard so that you also
may have fellowship with us; and truly our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son
Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that
our joy may be complete.
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This is the message we have heard from him
and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have
fellowship with him while we are walking in

darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if
we walk in the light as he himself is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins,
he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.
2:1
My little children, I am writing these things to
you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the sins of the whole world.
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The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

ELW Setting One
The choir sings on our behalf as we stand to greet the sound of the gospel with our Easter word,
“Alleluia,” which means “Praise God!”

Blessed are those who | have not seen*
and yet have come | to believe. (John 20:29)

Holy Gospel

Beholding the wounds of the risen Christ

John 20:19-31

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to
Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
When it was evening on that day, the first day of
the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins
of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained.”
24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one
of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his

side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.”
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. 31But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name.

19

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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Time with Children
A minister addresses children, considering especially the ways today’s bible readings may be
experienced in their lives.
Especially for Children: Teach children today that during worship our passing of the of
peace is not merely saying “Good morning!” Rather, we are doing what today’s gospel
reading describes: we are passing from one to another the peace of Christ, the peace that
only God can give. Remind the children to look into the eye each person with whom they
share the peace, even in this time of the pandemic, when we are not shaking hands.
Practice this with the children: “Peace be with you.”

Sermon
The presiding minister, in an address, invites us into the pattern of the scripture readings.
Silence for meditation follows the sermon.

Hymn of the Day

We Walk By Faith
This central hymn of our worship, sung by the cantors, proclaims the gospel.
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ELW #635

Creed
The Nicene Creed is confessed during the festival season of Easter.

With all the baptized everywhere, we confess the faith of the church.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
The assisting minister invites all to prayer.
Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

…let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

The prayers of our congregation include at least these people and their needs.
Richard preparing to die
Dave in consultation with doctors regarding a health issue
Judy for courage and strength
Denise for healing
Beatrice for health and strength
Bob, Deidra, Rehka, Scott, Mark, Patricia, Tarah, Charlene, Heidi, Karen, Susan being
treated for cancer
Gene recovering from a bone marrow transplant
Lenni receiving arterial stent
Ron living with Alzheimers
Fran preparing for surgery
Sharon recovering from brain surgery
Vinnie in need of protection and guidance
Ilse for good health
Francis health issues
For all those who mourn the deatha of Hjordis West and Joyce (Amanda Cumming’s
grandmother)
The presiding minister concludes the intercessions.

Into your hands, merciful God,
we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Peace
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Instead of greeting with a handshake or other touching, the assembly shares a sign of peace, perhaps
a slight bow of the head or from the waist, saying, Peace be with you.
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Great Thanksgiving
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the the peace of the risen Christ.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
The thanksgiving is concluded with the prayer Jesus taught his disciples.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom,
and teach us to pray.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion

The presiding minister invites the assembly to the meal.

The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.
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All who are drawn in faith to receive the true presence of Christ in this
sacramental meal are welcome to Christ’s supper.
The bread of the communion meal with be distributed at a station on the nave level.
Come to the station by the center aisle, leaving safe space between you and others.
Come wearing your facemask. The gluten-free wafer will be placed in your hand by
the presiding minister, who will wear gloves and a facemask. After you receive the
bread, move away from the station, take off your mask, and consume the wafer. The
wine of the communion meal will only be consumed by the presiding minister at this time, out of
concern for safety.
Those who are unable to come to the station may alert an usher and the sacrament will be brought
to you. Those who have not yet received communion for the first time are warmly invited to come
forward to receive a blessing. If you wish to inquire about baptism and fuller participation in the
life of the church, please speak with a member of the ministry staff.

Music for Meditation

Lift Up Your Heads
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ACS #1032

The assisting minister leads this prayer after communion.

Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and commissions us to love and serve our neighbors everywhere.

Announcements
Notices regarding the ongoing mission of the congregation are shared.

Sending and Blessing
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.
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Sending Hymn

Thine Is the Glory
ELW #376
Join the choir in singing this sending hymn. We will take leave of the nave right after the singing, to
be as safe as possible.
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Dismissal
An assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
Offering
As the assembly is sent, offerings and contact cards may be placed in the basins at the exit.
Donations for the ongoing mission of the church may be made online with a major credit card at the
congregational website (www.trinityworc.org) or directly at this link: CLICK

Life on the Earth: After the resurrection, Jesus still had his wounds. His body was
transformed, but it still retained the signs of his suffering. Augustine preached that this
was necessary since it is Christ’s wounds that connect us to him. Indeed, our life on the
earth is marked by wounds. The earth itself is wounded. No one’s body, no terrain, is
perfectly whole. We wound ourselves, we wound others, we cut into animals and plants
and soils, we bloody the seas. Yet even in a wounded creation we can experience the life
God gives.

SERVING
God calls servants to lead, but calls us all to be ministers
Presiding Minister
Rev. Nathan D. Pipho
Assisting Ministers
Rich Osterfield & Jena Hill
Musicians
Cantor Mark Mummert
Singers from Trinity Choir
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Comments from the Cloud of Witnesses
“I think there is no suffering greater than what is caused by the doubts of those who
want to believe. I know what torment this is, but I can only see it, in myself anyway, as
the process by which faith is deepened. A faith that just accepts is a child’s faith and all
right for children, but eventually you have to grow religiously as every other way,
though some never do. What people don’t realize is how much religion costs. They think
faith is a big electric blanket, when of course it is the cross. It is much harder to believe
than not to believe. When we get our spiritual house in order, we’ll be dead. This goes
on. You arrive at enough certainty to be able to make your way, but it is making it in
darkness. Don’t expect faith to clear things up for you. It is trust, not certainty.”
—Flannery O’Connor
[Flannery O’Connor, The Habit of Being, ed. Sally Fitzgerald (New York: Vintage,
1980), 353-354.]

The scripture readings appointed for next Sunday:
Third Sunday of Easter
April 18, 2020
Acts 3:12-19 Health and forgiveness through Jesus
1 John 3:1-7 The revelaing of the children of God
Luke 24:36b-48 Eating with the risen Christ
We respond to the first reading with Psalm 4
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Full updated announcements are always available online at www.trinityworc.org

73 Lancaster Street, Worcester, MA 01609 phone 508-753-2989 · fax 508-799-4023
e-mail: admin@trinityworc.org; website: www.trinityworc.org
Worship Schedule
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 10am
Livestream: www.vimeo.com/trinityworcester
Online Wednesday Evening Prayer at 6pm
The Rev. Nathan D. Pipho, Pastor ● mobile 617-388-5636 ● npipho@trinityworc.org
Mark Mummert, Cantor ● mobile 713-256-5980 ● mmummert@trinityworc.org
Jena Hill, Minister of Youth, Family & Outreach Ministry ● mobile 978-549-9079 ● jhill@trinityworc.org
Patricia McAuliffe, Preschool Director ● pmcauliffe@trinityworc.org
Chris Jackel, Office Manager ● admin@trinityworc.org
Frank Ricardo, Building Manager ● building.manager@trinityworc.org
Music, graphics and text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #30157. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted, the following text and music reprinted under onelicenset.net
#A-71770.
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