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Selma is located in the Winchester Historict District 

Selma is a beautifully appointed Historic Mansion with a provenance that transcends the ages. She is sited on a 

high hill, overlooking Amherst Street, in the center of 4.15 acres. This gracious park like setting features beautifully 

terraced lawns, towering trees, mature boxwood hedges, peonies, iris, and a host of spring flowering daffodils.  A 

stately and substantial gated entrance greets visitors from Amherst Street and sets the tone for all that lies beyond 

the gate.  This elegant property is a true historic and cultural treasure, possessing rare and unique features, not 

often found today.  The bones of this great old house are exceptional!  If only walls could talk, what stories they 

could tell! 

   

     

A Most Notable History 
 

The land that Selma stands on was part of 

the original Glen Burnie grant of 1241 acres 

to Col. James Wood.  The first Selma was an 

imposing stone structure, built in 1813, by 

local builder  – Lewis Barnett ,  for Judge 

Dabney Carr.   It was one of five stone 

dwellings built during this era, in 

Winchester’s history.   

In 1829 Selma and her surrounding land 

was sold by Richard W. Barton to James M. 

Mason.  James Murray Mason was a 

graduate of William and Mary College and a 

grandson of Founding Father George 

Mason.  He moved to Winchester to practice 

law in 1821 and was later elected to serve in 

the Virginia House of Delgates from 1826 – 

1831.  Mason also served in the U.S. House 

of Representatives from 1837-1839 and 

elected Senator in 1839, where he served 

until 1861.   When Virginia seceeded from 

the Union, he served in the Confederate 

Congress as a Commissioner  to England.  

The first  home on this site, known as Selma 

was destroyed by Union Forces in January 

of 1863.  The present day Selma was built 

for Judge Edmund Pendleton, in 1872, on 

the site of the original house.   

This gracious manor house has been the site 

of many Galas, Soirees, Special Events, 

Apple Blossom Festival Queen’s Balls, 

Princess Teas and featured twice on the 

renowned and prestigious Historic Garden 

Week in Virginia tour. Selma is an 

architecturally stunning historic icon in the 

heart of Winchester’s historic district.  

 



Exterior Features of this Grand Manor House 
Selma is a splendid home of all brick construction.  The exterior is painted a lovely creamy white with 

gorgeous exterior moldings in a variety of motifs that include Empire, Georgian and Neoclassical 

elements.  The front portico with multiple terraced levels is understated in its elegance yet grand in its 

scope and size, making the intended statement.  Gracious verandas and exterior porches provide 

additional outdoor spaces for gathering, relaxing and entertaining.  A stately driveway meanders 

through the property, which extends around the manor house, creating the ideal set-up for valet 

parking during special events and soirees. Selma is a truly rare offering in any age.  Ideal for use as a 

special event venue, B & B, family home or Elegant Inn— convenient to all that Historic and Old 

Towne Winchester has to offer.   

   

          

First Impressions 
Every place has its own unique 

story to tell!  It makes its own 

lasting impression upon all 

those who enter in.  

Selma is a graciously 

captivating manor house that 

exudes a silk like elegance on 

the outside and a stately  

warmth on the inside. 

Soaring ceilings, warm woods, 

marble mantels, exquisite 

architectural moldings and 

wide long windows, beckon 

you to linger and stay a while. 

As first impressions go, Selma 

is wonderfully fascinating and 

utterly unforgettable. 

She is without compare and is 

an easy drive to or from 

Virginia’s Wine and Horse 

Country, as well as 

Washington, DC. 

 

 



Elegance and Warmth Personified. . . 

      
Above Left —Grand Center Hall of Magnificent Proportions                 Above Right— The Grand Staircase extends up to the third floor. 
 

           
Living Room with Egyptian Marble Fireplace Surround,      Dining Room features elegant hand           The Grand Ball Room measures 40’ x 29’ w/  
Grand Architectural features and very high ceilings.          carved moldings, medallions and more.         Exquisite moldings, soaring ceilings and Veranda. 
 



                                                                                                     
   

Property Particulars 
Center Hall – 35’ x 15’ 

Grand Ballroom – 40’ x 21’ 

Living Room – 19’ x 14’ 

Dining Room 29’ x 18’ 

Family Room – 29’ x 13’ 

Master Bedroom – 29’ x 19’ 

Bedroom 2 – 21’ x 19’ 

Bedroom 3 – 21’ x 19’ 

Bedroom 4 – 14’ x 14’ 

Bedrooms 5, 6, 7 – Varies 

Kitchen – 15’ x 13’ 

Floored Attic 

Full Basement 

Garage Access on Basement Level 

6 Fireplaces 

Original Floors, Doors, Mantels, 

Architectural Moldings and More. 

All information contained herein is deemed reliable but not guaranteed – 

purchaser to verify. 

 

 



 

Selma - Circa 1872 
offered at 

$2,000,000  
U.S. Dollars. 
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