
Collection Drives Allow Groups to Make 
a Big Difference – Together!

PERSONAL ITEMS:

• Underwear (New, Men’s & Women’s sizes  

 medium and above)

• Children’s Socks

• Pajamas (New & Gently Used Men’s,

 Women’s and Kid’s )

• Shorts & T-shirts (Large sizes appreciated)

BABY CARE ITEMS:

• Wipes

• Lotion

• Bath Wash

• Bottles & Sippy Cups 

For the most up-to-date information on 

the items needed to serve our guests and      

neighbors, visit stvincentdayton.org/wishlist

WHAT HAPPENS TO YOUR 
GIFTS OF GOODS? 
We regularly use the household 
items you donate to help the 
people we serve in a number 
of ways. From clothes and        
toiletries for our shelter guests 
to furniture and appliances for 
families moving into their new 
homes, nothing you give to our 
mission is wasted and everything 
you give is appreciated.

DONATION DROP-OFF 
Donation of goods can be made 
any time to our 24/7 donations 
dock at 120 W. Apple Street. 
If you or your organization 
would like to host a collection 
drive, please complete the form 
online. For furniture pickup, 
please call 937.425.0592.

View the online form at  

stvincentdayton.org/drives

Value Added Packaging (VAP), located in Clayton, OH, realizes that happy employees are engaged 

employees. One way to engage employees is to help them see greater purpose in their work beyond 

the impact of the products they make and sell. Being good “corporate neighbors” is of great               

importance to VAP, and where they see great importance, they are willing to put great effort.

VAP regularly supports local charities including St. Vincent de Paul. Their most recent donation to 

St. Vincent came from a collection drive which is a focused, group-oriented donation strategy that 

encourages the spirit of giving together. 

Mari Wenrick, Chief Champion of Culture for VAP, explains, “St. Vincent is a cause we believe in 

because we can see the way they directly impact our community. They have been very clear in 

sharing the needs they have in order to provide shelter, food, clothing, and housing options to 

those in need in the Dayton area. We know exactly how we can help meet those needs.”

Mari continues, “Our spring collection drive for St. Vincent was done using a friendly competition 

amongst employee teams to see who could collect the most non-perishable food items or other 

personal care items. The winning team got a pizza party, but in the end, St. Vincent was the real 

winner. In this case we were able to donate five large collection bins full of items! Our employees 

love the camaraderie these collection drives provide, and they love knowing we are helping our 

neighbors in need in a real, tangible way. They tell us it makes them proud to work for VAP.”

This spirit of giving is evident in VAP’s culture year-round as they work together to give through 

collection drives, building VAP Care Packages, or volunteering their time.

As Mari and the team at VAP prove, collection drives are a fun and easy way to provide needed         

items to St. Vincent’s mission, and they are a great way to encourage engagement amongst       

employees or members of a church, organization, school, or club. 

The St. Vincent team is happy to assist with providing collection barrels and guidance on what to 

collect to make it easy to hold a drive. 

Visit our website at www.stvincentdayton.org/collection-drives to learn more.

MICHAEL VANDERBURGH  
AND MARI WENRICK AT  
VAP’S OPEN HOUSE
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Dear Friends of St. Vincent,

Spring has sprung, and this year Easter Sunday truly ushered in a season of renewal that we 

all appreciate following a long winter! How great it is to see our neighbors out and about after 

huddling for so many months. It’s how we refresh our sense of community.

This is a perfect time of year to think of our neighbors in emergency shelter! Please set aside 

any clothing, furniture, and household items from your spring cleaning. Our 24-hour donation 

center at our Women & Families Shelter at 120 W. Apple Street is open every day of the week, 

365 days a year. Workplace donation drives are also fantastic opportunities for teamwork and 

friendly competition to benefit individuals in need. Read in this newsletter about our friends at 

Value Added Packaging – experts in teamwork for our mission!

A special note about furniture: We operate the only furniture bank in the area. Oftentimes when 

our homeless neighbors find housing, furniture is scarce. We are always in great need of clean 

and serviceable furniture, and we can arrange free pickup. 

Thanks for thinking of us!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Michael E. Vanderburgh,
Executive Director

On Friday, July 26, 2019, golfers will take to the course at Yankee Trace Golf Club in Centerville 

to honor the memory of a faithful St. Vincent de Paul supporter. Since 1997, the family of Gene 

Westendorf has raised more than $220,000 to support the cause that was so important to 

Gene, and the tradition continues this year. After his retirement, Gene served his parish of Holy 

Angels in Dayton as a Vincentian until his death in 1996.

Gene’s daughter Joan Will shared a few thoughts about her dad and the event. “Dad was a 

quiet and unassuming man, so at first we weren’t sure that he would have agreed with having a 

golf tournament in his memory,” explained Joan. “But the family thought about it and agreed he 

would be in favor as long as it would bring people together for a day of golf and would support 

the mission of St. Vincent de Paul, two things that he loved,” she said.

For many years prior to his death, Gene would organize a family golf outing to bring his extended 

family together. His family is proud to continue this tradition that still brings much of Gene’s 

extended family together and now includes friends and members of the community. Everyone 

shares in the camaraderie that golf brings, with a common interest of supporting their neighbors 

in need across the Miami Valley.

If you would like to take part in this year’s tournament, visit our website at stvincentdayton.org/golf

The Comforts of Home
Conferences assist our neighbors with a variety of challenges they face, from financial hardship to 

transportation challenges to food insecurity. But did you know that one of the most common requests 

we get is for furniture? Whether transitioning from shelter to permanent housing or meeting the   

demands of a growing family, the demand for beds, couches, and kitchen sets is constant and 

quite frankly, often undermet in our community.

A common reason for a home visit from a Vincentian is when a neighbor asks a conference for 

furniture. Conferences can provide vouchers so that needed items can be obtained from the             

St. Vincent Community Stores at no cost to the neighbor. 

One conference, Precious Blood, St. Rita/St. Paul, was recently facing a large backlog of furniture 

requests. Conference President Pat Lewis explains that the demand had gotten so high, they 

had to get focused in order to address each neighbor quickly and in the Vincentian spirit of 

accompaniment and assistance.

The requests are sent to Krys Davidson, Manager of Community Enterprises for St. Vincent, to fulfill 

with the available inventory at the Community Store Furniture Bank. “I do my best to provide what 

is needed for each family,” says Krys. “I believe people want to be proud of their home, so I work to 

put together pieces that match and fit the space our neighbor has available,” she shared. “We want 

to provide – at a minimum – a place to sit, a place to eat, and a place to sleep. So we are always in 

need of couches and loveseats, table and chair sets, and beds. Lamps and dressers are always in 

demand as well,” Krys explained.

“Although not perfect, we are confident we are using our limited resources in the best way to serve 

our neighbors,” said Lewis. “We do not anticipate a decline in furniture requests. We can only pray 

for these needs to be met through the continued generosity of our community, especially if they 

understand how great this need is.”

If you have furniture to donate, it can be dropped off directly at our Community Store at 945 S. 

Edwin C. Moses Blvd. Or call us at 937.425.0592 to schedule a free pickup.

“Our conference Vice President Mark Mescher organizes what we call Furniture Blitzes as 

needed. This is our way of addressing all the requests within our conference. We prepare 

for a blitz by dividing up the workload amongst our Vincentians available and contacting 

each neighbor to arrange for the visit to their home. On the morning of the blitz, we meet 

as a group at a local coffee shop to share coffee, fellowship, and get our plans in order. 

We then go out two-by-two to meet with our neighbors to learn how we can help meet 

their needs. At the end of the day, we meet back as a team. During the follow-up meeting, 

we share the updates on each neighbor who has requested furniture and prepare the 

requests for the community store.”

– Conference President, Pat Lewis

Got books? We sell donated 
books at our Community 
Stores to help fund our   

ministries. You can donate 
your gently used books at 

our donation dock located at 
120 W. Apple St., 45402.
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From the Executive Director

Join us for the 23rd Annual Gene Westendorf 
Memorial Golf Tournament

Through our ministries of 

St. Vincent de Paul, our very 

humanity is celebrated every 

time we reach out to a hurting 

neighbor, a stranger with 

nowhere else to turn, or a 

child without clothing, food, 

or safe shelter. Together we 

care and accompaniment of 

over 100,000 people in the  

Miami Valley each year.

Thank you for your  

continued prayers, labors,  

and financial sacrifices to 

support our mission!

show God’s love through our
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