
How does it work? 

Most gardeners don't have perfect soil, 
vegetable garden preparation requires tilling 
the soil, removing weeds, and adding fertilizer 
and organic matter. Growing vegetables in 
bags of potting soil eliminates all this 
preparation work.   

A Step-By-Step Walk Through 

Step 1. Choose your soil 
Ordinary bagged “topsoil” or inexpensive “tree and 
shrub planting mix” will do quite nicely. 

Step 2. Poke Drainage Holes 
Poke drainage holes in the bottom of the bag. 
Use a screwdriver to punch some holes. Plant roots 
will use these holes to grow down into the soil below 
the bags and to allow for drainage. 

Step 3. Find a nice, sunny spot 
Sun is important for plants to grow. Pick a location 
that has sun between 5-6 hours. 

Step 4. Cut out a window 
Use a utility knife to cut out a large, rectangular 
window on the upper surface of each bag. 

Step 5. Break up the soil and plant 
Break up and wet the soil, then plant the seeds or 
seedlings.
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Seeds and Starts Available 
(Pictures on Back of Page) 

Cherry tomatoes 
Bush Beans 
Cucumbers 

Basil 
Radish 

Calendula 
Coriander/Cilatro 

French Marigold 
Swiss Chard 
Beets 
Pumpkins 
Ancient Squash 
Red Curry     
Squash 

Contact 

Potato gets its own bag! 

kwoodard
Cross-Out



Potatoes In a Bag 

Grow bags for potatoes are an excellent 
solution for patio or small space gardeners. 
You can make your own potato bag or 
purchase them. Learning how to grow 
potatoes in a bag will provide a space-saving 
solution, and it’s a fun family project. 

A Step-By-Step Walk Through 

Step 1. Prepare the Potato Bag 
Roll down the sides of the black bag provided or 
your own. Poke drainage holes in the bottom of the 
bag.  These holes help plant to grow down into the 
soil below the bags and to allow for drainage. 

Step 2. Planting the Potato 
Once you have a bag for your potatoes, fill the 
bottom with a aprox. 8” of soil and plant your seed 
potatoes. Fill with just enough medium to cover the 
tops of the tubers. Keep the soil mix evenly moist. 

Step 3. Keep Them Covered 
Once the potatoes are up about 6 inches, unroll 
some of the plastic and add another 3 inches of 
soil around the plants.  The reason for layering is 
the same as hilling. Potato tubers send out roots at 
the eyes, which branch out in soil. The more you 
cover the top of the root zone, the more roots they 
send out. More roots equal more potatoes. 

Step 4. Harvesting 
Once the soil is at the top of the bag, allow the 
plants to flower and die back and then dump out the 
contents so you can pick through and get all the 
spuds. 
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Radish 
 

Container 

Directly sow seeds outdoors ½ to 1 inch deep and 1 inch apart in 
rows 12 inches apart. Plant another round of seeds every 10 days 
or so—while weather is still cool—for a continuous harvest of 
radishes in the late spring and early summer.  
 
Plan on a fall planting. 

French  
Marigold 

 
Container 

Sow seeds indoors about six weeks before the last expected frost 
in the spring and then transplant them outside.  
 
You can sow seeds directly in the planting bed outdoors, after the 
last frost. Seeds germinate quickly, within just a few days, and 
marigolds start blooming in about eight weeks. 

Swiss Chard 
 

Container 

Prefers rich, well-drained soil in full sun or light shade. In the 
North, sow from early spring to midsummer for a fall crop.  
 
Sow the seeds 1/2 inch deep thin to  12 inches apart when they 
are large enough to handle. 

Bush Beans 

Garden 

Plant bush bean seeds about 1 1/2 inches deep and 3 inches 
apart. If you are planting more than one row of bush beans, the 
rows should be 18 to 24 inches apart.  
 
You can expect the bush beans to germinate in about one to two 
weeks. 

Pickling  
Cucumber 

 
Garden/

Container 

Plant in rows or hills, planting them one to 1 1/2 inches deep. 
When planting in rows, sow seeds 2 to 3" apart.  
 
If you are planting in hills, plant four to five seeds per hill. After 
they have germinated, keep the best two to three. 

Coriander/
Cilantro 

 
Container 

Sow cilantro seeds 1/4-inch deep directly in the garden in late 
spring or early summer.  
 
Sow seeds or thin to 6 to 8 inches apart.  

Calendula 
 

Container 

Seeds can be sown directly in the garden, in the spring after dan-
ger of frost. Mark a row, and drop seeds every 6 inches, cover 
with ¼ - 1/2 “ soil, Pat gently and water.  
 
Seeds should germinate within a week, and plants will blossom 6-
8 weeks later. 
  

Beets 
 

Container/
Garden 

Sow beets in the garden 2 to 3 weeks before the last average 
frost date in spring. Continue succession plantings every 3 
weeks until temperatures reach 80°F.  
 
Beets can again be planted in late summer or early autumn 6 to 8 
weeks before the first average frost in autumn. Beets require 45 
to 65 days to reach harvest. 



Red Curry 
Squash 

Garden Only 

Direct-seed outdoors once the danger of frost has passed and soil 
temperatures have warmed to at least 65˚ F for 2 weeks. Plant 
seeds in hills (warm quickly and drain well) or rows. Space hills 3
-4' apart and plant 4-5 seeds ½-1” deep. Seeds will sprout in 5-10
days.

When seedlings are 3-4" tall, thin to 2-3 plants per hill. In rows, 
plant seeds ½" deep and 6" apart with rows 4-5' apart. Mulch 
around plants to conserve moisture and reduce weeds.  To extend 
your harvest, succession plant every 4 weeks until frost. Seeds 
can also be started indoors 3-4 weeks before the last frost date and 
transplanted outdoors. 

Pole 
Beans 

Garden Only 

Sow the seeds 4 to 8 inches apart in rows that are 24 to 36 inches 
apart in rows. Push the seeds 1 inch and lightly brush soil over 
them.  

When planting them in hills, sow four to six seeds at even intervals 
around the hill. Water after planting until the top 2 to 3 inches of 
soil are damp. 

Basil 

Container 

Sow basil plant seeds evenly by covering them with about ¼-inch of 
soil. Keep the soil moist and make sure you remove any weeds.  

The growing basil seeds should germinate within a week. The seedling 
can be recognized by D-shaped seed leaves that will have the flat sides 
facing toward each other. 

Ancient 
Squash 

Garden Only 

Direct-seed outdoors once the danger of frost has passed and soil tem-
peratures have warmed to at least 65˚ F for 2 weeks. Plant seeds in hills 
(warm quickly and drain well) or rows. Space hills 3-4' apart and plant 4
-5 seeds ½-1” deep. Seeds will sprout in 5-10 days.

When seedlings are 3-4" tall, thin to 2-3 plants per hill. In rows, plant 
seeds ½" deep and 6" apart with rows 4-5' apart. Mulch around plants to 
conserve moisture and reduce weeds. To extend your harvest, succession 
plant every 4 weeks until frost. Seeds can also be started indoors 3-4 
weeks before the last frost date and transplanted outdoors. 

Pumpkin 

Garden Only 

Direct-seed outdoors once the danger of frost has passed and soil 
temperatures have warmed to at least 65˚ F for 2 weeks.  

Plant seeds in hills (warm quickly and drain well) or rows. Space 
hills 3-4' apart and plant 4-5 seeds ½-1” deep. Seeds will sprout in 5
-10 days. When seedlings are 3-4" tall, thin to 2-3 plants per hill. In
rows, plant seeds ½" deep and 6" apart with rows 4-5' apart.

Mulch around plants to conserve moisture and reduce weeds. To 
extend your harvest, succession plant every 4 weeks until frost. 
Seeds can also be started indoors 3-4 weeks before the last frost 
date and transplanted outdoors. 

Potato—Container/Garden
In Container:  Fill the container 4 inches deep with previously moistened medium. 
Cut the seed potatoes into 2-inch chunks that have several eyes on them.  

In Garden:  Small potatoes can be planted as they are. Plant the chunks 5 to 7 
inches apart and cover them with 3 inches of moist soil. 
Plant seed potatoes 12 inches apart and cover with about 3 inches of soil.  

When the shoots reach 10 to 12 inches tall, use a hoe or shovel to scoop soil from 
between rows and mound it against the plants, burying the stems halfway 


