
Gearing Up with Bloom’s! 

An Introduction to  
Higher Order Thinking Skills 



Does this ring a mental bell? – 

Bloom’s 
Taxonomy  

of the  
Cognitive  
Domain 

Not really? Read on … 



You actually know more than  
you think you know about  

Bloom’s Taxonomy of the Cognitive Domain.  

You don’t believe it? 

Answer the following Pop Quiz questions 
to find out how much you already know,  

And why this information is important  
for you, as a trainer, to use. 



Pop Quiz #1 

Choose one response that best completes the 
sentence: 

Benjamin Bloom was … 

A. a classy dresser known for his style. 

B. an educational psychologist who classified 
thinking skills into 6 different levels. 

C. a professional gardener and lifelong 
flower-lover. 



Of course you chose B! 

Benjamin Bloom was an educational psychologist 
who classified thinking skills into 6 different levels. 

Professor Bloom gave his list a fancy name:  
A Taxonomy of the Cognitive Domain.  

Translated, this meant:  
6 Thinking Skills. 

PS. And human beings use these 6 thinking skills 
everyday of their lives – unless they’re asleep! 



Pop Quiz #2 
The 6 thinking skills that Professor Bloom 
identified were (choose one response): 

A. Grumpy, Happy, Sleepy, Dopey, Bashful, and 
Fred. 

B. sitting, crawling, standing, walking, jogging, 
and running. 

C. knowledge, comprehension, application, 
analysis, evaluation, and synthesis. 



Right again! The answer is C. 

The 6 thinking skills that  
Professor Bloom identified were:  

knowledge, comprehension, application,  
analysis, evaluation, and synthesis. 

Over time, the 6 thinking skills  
have been translated into simpler words  

that are easier to remember.  



Pop Quiz #3  
The words being used by educators and trainers 
today to describe thinking skills are (choose one 
list of words): 

A. remembering, understanding, applying, 
analyzing, evaluating, creating. 

B. what, where, how, why, when, what if. 

C. noncognitive, metacognitive, subcognitive, 
super-cognitive, mono-cognitive, multi-cognitive. 



 You chose A. You’re 3 for 3 now!  

The words being used by educators and trainers 
today to describe thinking skills are: 

remembering, understanding, applying, 
analyzing, evaluating, creating. 

On the next slide is a description 
of what each thinking skill means 

for adult learners in traditional 
 learning environments like classrooms.  



6 Thinking Skills (Lower to Higher)  
for Adult Learners: 

1.  Remembering: memorizing and recalling content. 

2.  Understanding: explaining and paraphrasing 
 content. 

3.  Applying: using content in a real-life setting. 

4.  Analyzing: dividing content into logical parts. 

5.  Evaluating: judging content in order to make a 
 decision. 

6.  Creating: putting content together in new ways. 



Why lower to higher?  
Because Benjamin Bloom  
believed that learners first need to 
use LOTS (Lower Order Thinking 
Skills: remembering, understanding, 
and applying) before they are able 
to use HOTS (Higher Order Thinking 
Skills: analyzing, evaluating, and 
creating).  

What do YOU think?  



Pop Quiz #4 
Choose one response that completes the 
sentence: 

I think that … 

A. Bloom was right and the thinking skills DO 
take place from LOTS to HOTS (lower to higher). 

B. Bloom was wrong. They are NOT hierarchical 
skills but happen as a learner needs to use them. 

C. Six of one; half-a-dozen of another! 



Whether you chose A or B,  
you are right – and the  
debate goes on … 

A case can be made for both,  
but for the purpose of this slide set,  

we’ll stick with  
LOTS (Lower Order Thinking Skills)  

and HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills)  
for the moment, because: 



A. LOTS – remembering, understanding, and applying 
content –  doesn’t take as much mental energy as HOTS – 
analyzing, evaluating, and creating content. 

B. There is a “struggle” (challenge) in using HOTS that 
deepens the learning in ways that don’t happen when just 
using LOTS.  

C. With HOTS, learners take ownership of the content by 
analyzing it, judging its worthiness, changing it to make it 
work better for them, and creating new uses from it.  



Pop Quiz #5 
Choose an answer to the following question: 

Which set of thinking skills do you believe are 
used the majority of the time with adult 
learners in traditional learning environments 
like classrooms? 

A. LOTS (Lower Order Thinking Skills: 
remembering, understanding, applying). 

B. HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills: 
analyzing, evaluating, creating).   



If you chose A, you’re right again. 

A. LOTS (Lower Order Thinking Skills: 
remembering, understanding, applying). 

Most adult learners do a lot of memorizing and  
rote-recalling in traditional learning environments like 
classrooms. They may also explain content in their 
own words and talk about how to apply the content  
to real-life situations. But they often do very little 
analyzing, evaluating, and creating. 

WHY? 



Pop Quiz #6 
Why don’t adult learners use more Higher Order 
Thinking Skills when learning new content? 
(choose one answer)  

A. Because adult learners don’t like to analyze, 
evaluate, or create anything. 

B. Because adult learners are too busy checking 
email and texting during class.  

C. Because most teachers/trainers do not know 
how to design and deliver instruction using HOTS. 



If you chose C, you’re 6 for 6 now! 

Why don’t adult learners use more Higher Order 
Thinking Skills when learning new content? Because 
most teachers/trainers do not know how to design 
and deliver instruction using HOTS. 

And it’s NOT the teacher or trainer’s fault! 
Higher Order Thinking Skills  

are NOT part of most  
professional development programs.  



Gearing Up with Higher  
Order Thinking Skills! 

In addition to reconnecting with other  
Master Certified Trainers at the MCT Reunion  

on April 30th 2015, what else will you be doing?  

And THAT is why the theme for the  
2015 Master Certified Trainers Reunion is: 



Pop Quiz #7 (last one) 
Choose one (or more) response(s) that best finish 
the sentence: 

You will learn how to … 

A. Analyze and evaluate traditional training 
activities for LOTS and HOTS. 

B. Create Higher Order Thinking Skills from Lower 
Order Thinking Skills. 

C. Create topic-related learner activities that use 
HOTS. 



YES! All 3 responses are 
correct!  

So join us for a day of HOTS – 
and reconnect with all your 

Master Certified Trainer friends 
while gearing up for Bloom’s 
Higher Order Thinking Skills! 

PS. Did you get 100%  
on the Pop Quiz?  

Thumbs up for YOU!  



You are now the  
HOTTEST  

trainer on the block!  
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