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21st ANNUAL GREAT LAKES CONFERRENCE 
Annual Meeting Held at the Wharton First Church of God in Wharton, Ohio 
Saturday, June 5, 2021 
9:00 am 

 

The 21st Annual Great Lakes Conference opened with a time of worship led by members of the Wharton 
First Church of God.  Pastor Toriano Smith welcomed the delegates and offered prayer. Delegates then 
joined in a time of praise and worship singing: Forever, Belong to You, Pieces and The Lord Bless You. 
 
Following the singing, Director Earl Mills introduced the theme of the Conference and spoke about some 
of the initiatives the Great Lakes Conference has taken in the last several years to attract younger people 
to the church. He then introduced Caleb and Christina Acosta to deliver the morning message.  
 
The Acostas began by sharing the story of Elijah and his encounter with the widow and her jar of flour. 
With Pastor Caleb preaching and Christina translating, they shared: 

 When difficult times come – as in Elijah’s day – the church is affected. 

 Even in these difficult times, God is still leading.  

 God is preparing these times because there is something about to happen. 

 There must be total dependence on God. 

 We do not know when the rain will come, but we must know God will bring it in each of our lives. 

 The widow demonstrated faith by sharing the last of her food with Elijah. Thus, the question, 
“Does the church have faith?” 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND ORGANIZATION OF THE CONFERENCE 
President Tim Eding called the 21st Annual Great Lakes Conference to order and welcomed the delegates 
to conference. An accounting of delegates present included: 
 Pastoral Delegates  47 (45 in-person / 2 remote) 
 Lay Delegates  45 
 Guests   24 
President Eding then made several appointments including appointing Sean Martin as parliamentarian 
and members of the Teller Committee.  
 
Recognition of New Pastors 
President Eding welcomed Pastor Jacob Clagg, Interim Pastor of the Hopewell Church of God.  Dave 
Green, former Director of the Great Lakes Conference was also introduced and welcomed to the 
Conference.  
  
REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
The ballot prepared by the Nominating Committee was presented to the delegates. President Eding 
reminded the delegates that only delegates should vote in the election.  The ballot included the election 
of the Vice President of the Conference as well as two members at-large. President Eding asked for 
nominations from the floor. None were given.  
 
REVIEW OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 
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Pastor David Welker, secretary of the Executive Board of the Great Lakes Conference presented the 
minutes of the Executive Board and provided a summary statement of the work of the Board.  
 
 IT WAS VOTED to receive and approve the minutes of the Executive Board. ADOPTED. 
 
BUDGET PRESENTATION 
2020 Financial Report 
As part of the budget presentation, Tom Weaver provided a summary of the financial documents of the 
Conference for 2020. It was reported that Fair Share contributions came in less than budget, however 
contributions exceeded expenses for the year.   
 

IT WAS VOTED to receive and approve the financial report of the Great Lakes Conference. 
ADOPTED. 
 

2022 Budget Proposal 
Tom Weaver presented the proposed 2022 Budget and provided explanation. The Budget proposal 
assumed 2022 Fair Share contributions of $313,070.00 and expenses for 2022 to be $312,369.00. 
 
 IT WAS VOTED to approve the 2022 Budget as presented ADOPTED. 
 
REPORT OF ELECTION 
The results of the morning election were announced to the delegates. Election results were: 
 Vice President – Bob Fall 
 Members At-Large – Darwin Dunten, Chris Hagerman 
 
REPORT OF THE CHURCH LIFE COMMISSION 
Pastor Arnie Kaufman presented the report of the Church Life Commission. He began by giving remarks 
as to how happy he is that much of the COVID restrictions are over. He then went on to talk about the 
commission’s excitement about micro-grants to churches given by The Foundation of the Great Lakes 
Conference. He also talked about some other plans for events to take place in the fall of the year. 
 
 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of the Church Life Commission. ADOPTED. 
 
REPORT OF THE NEW CHURCHES COMMISSION 
Pastor Paul Rutledge presented the report of the New Churches Commission. He began by introducing 
the members of the commission and then gave a summary of the group activity in the past year. A 
highlight was the introduction of Steve Perry.  
  

IT WAS VOTED to recognize Word Encounter Church in Detroit, Michigan as an Associate 
Member of the Great Lakes Conference. ADOPTED. 

 
 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of the New Churches Commission. ADOPTED. 
 
REPORT OF THE MISSIONS COMMISSION 
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Pastor Mark Wakeland presented the report of the Missions Commission. He began his report by 
describing the many changes happening in how cross-cultural ministry is funded. He also shared news of 
three grants recently approved by The Foundation of the Great Lakes Conference and how those funds 
are being used.  
 
 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of the Missions Commission. ADOPTED. 
 
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
Time was given to allow delegates and guests to attend a prepared breakout session of their choice. 
Topics included:  

 Microgrants and Innovation in Your Church 

 How to be Part of the Global Picture 

 Impacting Latinos in your Community 

 How to be a Teaching Church 

 Ministering to the grieving 
 
Following the breakout session time, delegates and guests were then treated to a wonderful lunch 
provided by the Wharton First Church of God. 
 
AFTERNOON SESSION 
Following lunch, the delegates reconvened and entered a time of worship led again by members of the 
Wharton First Church of God. Songs included: My Father’s House, Amen, and Living Hope. After singing 
together for the glory of God, delegates were given time to participate in the second round of breakout 
sessions. 
 
REPORT OF THE LEADERSHIP TASK FORCE 
Pastor David Odegard presented the report of the Leadership Task Force. Currently there are three 
teaching churches and two fellows. He encouraged other churches to become teaching churches.  
 
 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of the Leadership Task Force. ADOPTED. 
 
REPORT OF THE PASTORAL LEADERSHIP COMMISSION 
Pastor David Odegard presented the report of the Pastoral Leadership Commission. He began by 
introducing the members of the Pastoral Leadership Commission. He then informed the delegates of 
who was ordained in the last year as well as those who were licensed. 
 
 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of the Pastoral Leadership Commission. ADOPTED.  
 
Pastor Odegard then went on to present to present Annual License certificates to those receiving their 
annual license. Those receiving Certificates for Annual License were: 
Lathora Boyd Jr. John Hagerman Toriano Henry 
Ken Hillman Dewey Lee Tammy Lucas 
Melanie Martin William Saunders Clarence Smith 
David Whitlow Georgio Ferraro Gerald Brown 
John Boyle Jr. Donato Lombardozzi Jim Ridge 
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Joseph Wilkes LouAnn Miller 
 
Pastor Odegard then offered prayer on their behalf. 
 
Presentation of Candidate for Life Ordination 
Bob Coppas was presented as a candidate for Life Ordination within the Great Lakes Conference of the 
Churches of God. 

 
IT WAS VOTED to approve Bob Coppas to receive Life Ordination through the Great Lakes 
Conference of the Churches of God, General Conference. ADOPTED. 

 
RECOGNITION OF MINISTRY 
Pastor Jacob Clagg presented a formal recognition of years of pastoral service to the following: 
 Lance Finley – 25 Years 
 Paul Rutledge – 25 years 
 Lewis Johnston – 50 years 
 
REPORT OF THE FOUNDATION OF THE GREAT LAKES CONFERENCE 
Pastor Bill Reist presented the report of The Foundation of the Great Lakes Conference.  The report 
included a very brief summary of the work of The Foundation in the past year with special emphasis on 
the Micro-Grants that were given to churches in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of The Foundation of the Great Lakes Conference. 
ADOPTED. 

 
REPORT OF CAMPS 
Camp Otyokwah – Monty Harlan, Director of Camp Otyokwah, provided a summary of the work 
Otyokwah in the past year and thank the Conference for their financial and prayer support through the 
difficult months of the pandemic. Otyokwah is expected to offer a more “normal” camping season in 
2021. 
Michigan Youth and Family Camp - Chris VanderVeen shared the vision of the Michigan Youth and 
Family Camp with a description of the new camp site. Camp will be June 28-July 3rd.  
 

IT WAS VOTED to approve the reports of Camp Otyokwah and the Michigan Youth and Family 
Camp. ADOPTED. 

 
THE REPORT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF FINDLAY 
Director Earl Mills read a written report from Dr. Fell, president of The University of Findlay who was 
unable to attend Conference sessions due to a prior commitment. The letter provided a summary of the 
recent year on campus. Afterwards, Josiah Parkhurst, Assistant Director of Christian Ministries at The 
University of Findlay, provided a summary of the work of Campus Ministry in the past year and a 
preview of plans for the coming year. 
 
 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of The University of Findlay. ADOPTED. 
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REPORT OF WINEBRENNER SEMINARY 
President Brent Sleasman shared the report of Winebrenner Seminary as he provided a summary of 
recent developments at the institution as well as news that enrollment is increasing as the fall term 
draws near. 
 
 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of University of Findlay. ADOPTED. 
 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD 
Lance Finley, Executive Director of the Churches of God, General Conference, provided the report of the 
General Conference. He began by giving time to Lynn Kauffman who commented on recent 
developments in Women’s Ministry. He then introduced Ben Tobias who updated the delegates on the 
recent work in global reach ministries around the world. Lance Finley then provided comments that 
spoke to John Winebrenner’s willingness to adopt “new measures” to reach people for Jesus Christ. This 
historical example is important for people today to consider what “new” thing or things God is calling 
delegates and churches to do. 
 
 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of the General Conference. ADOPTED. 
 
MEMORIAL REPORT 
President Tim Eding asked Dave Green to come forward and present the Memorial Report representing 
the names of members within the Great Lakes Conference who went on to be with the Lord in the past 
year.  
 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
Newly elected as well and current leadership within the Conference were asked to stand before the 
conference as Pastor Dave Green led in a moment of installation and prayer. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
President Tim Eding thanked Earl Mills for his work in putting the Conference sessions together and then 
closed the session with prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
Pastor David Welker 
Transcribing Clerk 


