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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 7, 2022 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kathy Mohs 

Lector:  Brenda Zarth   Acolytes:  Moses Harris, Elina Jones 

    Ushers: David Olson’s Team 

      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 
 

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s 
promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little 
flock” of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, 
trusts the promises of God. Have no fear. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Many and Great, O God”  Dakota Tune/Keesecker 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. 

C:  Amen, 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own  

      way.  Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best  

      seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by  

      on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and  

      free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 
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P:  Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but 

       delights in granting pardon and mercy.  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

      sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 

C:  Amen. 

Stand 
HYMN: “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”  #771 ELW 

vs. 1: God, who stretched the spangled heavens infinite in time and place, 

flung the suns in burning radiance through the silent fields of space: 

we, your children in your likeness, share inventive pow'rs with you; 

great Creator, still creating, show us what we yet may do. 

 

vs. 2: We have ventured worlds undreamed of since the childhood of our race; 

known the ecstasy of winging through untraveled realms of space; 

probed the secrets of the atom, yielding unimagined pow'r, 

facing us with life's destruction or our most triumphant hour. 

 

vs. 3: As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew: 

children of creative purpose, serving others, hon'ring you. 

May our dreams prove rich with promise; each endeavor well begun; 

great Creator, give us guidance till our goals and yours are one. 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

LITANY 
P:  You are the treasured people of the Lord. 
C:  a people holy to the Lord our God. 
P:  Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 
C:  Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you  
      lie down and when you rise. 
P:  One does not live by bread alone, 
C:  but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE:  “How Great Thou Art”  #856  vs. 1 ELW 
vs. 1: O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 

 

Refrain:  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

how great thou art! How great thou art!  (X2) 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Sit 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your  

      church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to  

      receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

      Amen. 
Sit 

ANTHEM:  “God Bless This House”  Taylor & Brahe”  
                     Duet:  Katy Mohs & Gloria Eddy 
 
FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 15:1-6 
15 After all these things, this word of GOD came to Abram in a vision: “Don’t be 
afraid, Abram. I’m your shield. Your reward will be grand!” 2-3 Abram said, “GOD, 
Master, what use are your gifts as long as I’m childless and Eliezer of Damascus is 
going to inherit everything?” Abram continued, “See, you’ve given me no 
children, and now a mere house servant is going to get it all.” 4 Then GOD’s 
Message came: “Don’t worry, he won’t be your heir; a son from your body will be 
your heir.” 5 Then he took him outside and said, “Look at the sky. Count the stars. 
Can you do it? Count your descendants! You’re going to have a big family, 
Abram!” 6 And he believed! Believed GOD! God declared him “Set-Right-with-
God.” 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Halle, Halle, Halle”  #172 ELW 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 

 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 12th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40 
32 Don’t be afraid of missing out. You’re my dearest friends! The Father wants to 
give you the very kingdom itself. 33-34 “Be generous. Give to the poor. Get 
yourselves a bank that can’t go bankrupt, a bank in heaven far from bank robbers, 
safe from embezzlers, a bank you can bank on. It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place 
where your treasure is, is the place you will most want to be, and end up being. 35-

38 “Keep your shirts on; keep the lights on! Be like house servants waiting for their 
master to come back from his honeymoon, awake and ready to open the door 
when he arrives and knocks. Lucky the servants whom the master finds on watch! 
He’ll put on an apron, sit them at the table, and serve them a meal, sharing his 
wedding feast with them. It doesn’t matter what time of the night he arrives; 
they’re awake—and so blessed! 39-40 “You know that if the house owner had 
known what night the burglar was coming, he wouldn’t have stayed out late and 
left the place unlocked. So don’t you be lazy and careless. Just when you don’t 
expect him, the Son of Man will show up.” 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON 

Stand 

HYMN: “Have No Fear Little Flock”  #764 ELW 

vs. 1:  Have no fear, little flock; have no fear, little flock, 

for the Father has chosen to give you the kingdom; 

have no fear, little flock! 
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 vs.2: Have good cheer, little flock; have good cheer, little flock, 

for the Father will keep you in his love forever; 

have good cheer, little flock! 

 

vs. 3: Praise the Lord high above; praise the Lord high above, 

for he stoops down to heal you, uplift and restore you; 

praise the Lord high above! 

 

vs.4: Thankful hearts raise to God; thankful hearts raise to God, 

for he stays close beside you, in all things works with you; 

thankful hearts raise to God! 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in  
      prayer. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel  
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      with your Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in  
     the midst of fear and uncertainty. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain  
     our earthly home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of  
     plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of your bounty. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in  
      places torn by strife and violence. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with  
      compassion and justice. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your  
     steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to  
     you. Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive  
     for the way of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this congregation 
     and all who care for those in need. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in  
      you. As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your  
      promise of new life. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your  
      steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
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     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those  
           who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  
            forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  Come to the banquet. The body of  

     Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

      his grace until life everlasting.  

C:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us  

      with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and  

      stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of  

      Jesus. 

C:  Amen 

 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 

P:  The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 

and show you the path of life this day and always.   

C:  Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Blessed Assurance”  #638 ELW 

vs. 1: Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 

 

Refrain:  This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

vs. 2: Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending bring from above 

echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 

 

vs. 3: Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 

 

POSTLUDE:  “How Great Thou Art”  set by Hansen 

 


