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Sleep Apnea
Do you have sleep apnea? Morton Plant 
hospital is testing a new treatment.      - page 14

By Bob Griffin, Publisher

It is commonly

  believed that in 1492 
Christopher Columbus 
discovered what we 

call The Americas. So, 
if Columbus was the 
discoverer, why didn’t 
they name the land 
“Columbia” or even 
“Christopherville”?
First, historians all agree 
Christopher Columbus 
did not discover The 
Americas, although that 
is not why it isn’t named 
after him. 
Columbus made four 
documented trips 
across the Atlantic, 
beginning in 1492, 
each time discovering 
Caribbean islands and claiming them for Spain. But, he never set foot on any of the continents. Even 
though he didn’t, history still incorrectly credits him with discovering “The New World.”

                                                                                                                                  - Continued on page 6

Have You Visited 
Florida Botanical 

Garden Recently?
One of the prettiest 
Botanical Gardens In 
Florida, everything is 
lush and green and the 
flowers are in full bloom.

- page 30

Meet the New Belleair Rec Director 
 Robert Yevich grew up playing at the Rec Center 
and is following in his father’s footsteps.
                                                                        -page 29

HOW DID HOW DID THE AMERICASTHE AMERICAS  IT GET THEIR NAMEIT GET THEIR NAME??

Enter Our Father’s 
Day Contest

Enter for a chance to win 
$1000 in gift certificates 
and products from 
Belleair merchants. 

      - page 26

This world map is the first one to refer to the “The New World” as the “America.” It was 
created by Martin Waldseemüller in 1507. It also depicts Africa, Europe, Asia, and the 

Oceanus Orientalis Indicus separating Asia from the Americas. The original map was on 
twelve wooden panels eight feet wide and four and a half feet tall.
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JUNE
Hurricane Season Begins        1 
Hurricane Symposium Belleair         1 
Blood Drive at Town of Belleair        2 
Belleair Republican Women’s Club   3 
First Sundays In The Alley   5 
Creative Kids Camp opens BAC   6
Newcomers Hurricane Luncheon 7
Belleair Bluffs Business Assn Mixer 9 
Ground Breaking Discovery Garden 11
Flag Day     14 
Third Saturday at Pinewood    18
Clearwater Art Walk  18
Juneteenth     19 
Father’s Day     19 
Summer Begins       21

JULY 
4th July Celebration Belleair Bluffs 2 

First Sundays In The Alley   3 
Independence Day    4
Fireworks Baycare Stadium    4 
Fireworks Largo Central Park     4 
Third Saturday at Pinewood   16
Clearwater Art Walk    16
Parents Day     24 
School Supplies Tax Holiday Begins 25
 
AUGUST 
Back To School Supply Drive Ends TOB            5 
First Sundays In The Alley   7 
School Supplies Tax Holiday Ends 7 
Property Tax Trim Notices Mailed 8  
Public School Begins   10  
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer  11 
Third Saturday at Pinewood  20
Clearwater Art Walk     23 
Primary Election Day    23  

BELLEAIR AREA 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area 
inside. We call it a Neighborhood 
Newsletter because it is about your 
neighborhood. It is mailed to the 
entire Belleair Area - a total of about 
8,000 households - six times a year.
Do you need another copy of this 
newsletter. You may pick up additional 
copies of this newsletter at all City 
Halls, Panara Bread, UPS Store and 
the Belleair Market. Call 430-8300 if 
you need more than a few.
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. 
We want your input. Did you like 
this issue? What suggestions do you 
have for future articles? Call or email 
us with your comments, or take our 
Online survey at beachnewsletters.
com. Follow us on Facebook for 
ongoing local news.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-430-8300 
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN
 IN AUGUST

 CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENTS

CITY NUMBERS
CITY OF BELLEAIR BLUFFS
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd City Hall:        584-2151
 Fire Dept:        587-6714 
MAYOR - Chris Arbutine, Sr  
COMMISSIONERS — 
 Joseph A. Barkley, III • Suzy Sofer
 Stephen McNally • Taylour Shimkus 
CITY OF BELLEAIR BEACH
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646
 Fire Dept:        595-1117
 MAYOR - Dave Gattis 
 COMMISSIONERS — Glenn Gunn, Vice 
 Mayor • Lloyd Roberts • Mike Zabel 
 Jody Shirley
TOWN OF BELLEAIR SHORE
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
 Fire Dept:        595-1117
 MAYOR: Robert E. Schmidt, Jr.
 COMMISSIONERS — Mike Tolbert
 Dorothy Niewlarowski • Douglas Seith 
 Mike Tolbert •  Steve Bloom , Vice Mayor 
TOWN OF BELLEAIR TownofBelleair.com
901 Ponce de Leon Blvd, Belleair   588-3769
 Public Works:     588-3795 
 Police Dept:     588-3769
 MAYOR - Mike Wilkinson
 COMMISSIONERS — Tom Shelly • Tom
 Kurey • Thomas Nessler • Coleen Chaney 
CITY OF LARGO www.Largo.com
201 Highland Ave, Info:     587-6700
 Fire Dept:       587-6714
 Police:                  586-7427
 MAYOR - Woody Brown
 VICE MAYOR - Michael Smith
 COMMISSIONERS — Eric Gerard
 John Carroll • James Robinson 
 Samantha Fenger • Donna Holck-----------------------------------------
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH   582-6177
DUKE POWER       443-2641
BELLEAIR REC CENTER    518-3728
BELLEAIR FINE ARTS SOCIETY 934-4304
BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB   585-9633

BELLEAIR BRIDGE GROUP 669-5283
BELLEAIR ROTARY CLUB
Sebastian Berdychowski     265-6658
BELLEAIR WOMENS REPUBLICAN CLUB
President       256-710-8197
BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
Marjorie Rose      238-8691
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Kathy Hefele, President   586-4021.
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
Becky Burgess    385-5760 
BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Bonnie Trembulak    686-8797 
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB 316-5504
CLEARWATER SAILING    517-7776
-------------------------------------------
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO   464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES   464-3377 
 Karen Seel       464-3278
STATE:
Senator Ed Hooper,    727-771-2102
 Republican, District 16
 3450 East Lake Road Ste 305, Palm Harbor
 Hooper.Ed.web@flsenate.gov
Senator Jeff Brandes     727-395-2512
 Republican, Dist. 24 
 3637 Fourth St. N., Ste 101 St. Pete
 Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Nick DiCeglie  727-588-7090
  Republican, District 66
 1940 West Bay Drive, Ste 4, Largo
 nick.diceglie@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Ron DeSantis
 Ron.DeSantis@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
 Marco Rubio         202-224-3041
 www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Rick Scott . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
 www.RickScott.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Charlie Crist . . . . . . . . . . .202-225-5961
 696 1st Ave N., Suite #203, St. Pete
 www.Crist.House.Gov

This newsletter is published by 
GRIFFIN PRODUCTIONS, Inc. 
and is mailed to 8,000 households 
occupied residence and business 
in Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, 
Harbor Bluffs, and part of Largo. We 
are not officially associated with any 
city government.

PUBLISHERS
Bob & Becky Griffin
ART DIRECTION

Becky Griffin
SALES

727-430-8300 
CONTACT INFO

P.O. Box 1314
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785

BeachNewsletters.com

If you are interested in advertising, 
we offer resident, multi-city and 

annual discounts. Ads need to be 
reserved one month in advance. 

E-mail:bob@griffindirectories.com 
for more information.

© 2022 Griffin Productions, Inc.
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Did You Know
NEW FLOTILLA COMMANDER 
April 28th, Stephan Bielawski was 
elected U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 11-1, Clearwater Flotilla 
Commander. Bielawski, of Largo, 
has served as Information Services 
Officer, Division Vice Commander, 
and led the Clearwater Flotilla 
previously during 2020. Auxiliarist 
Bielawski works as a paralegal and 
devotes a considerable amount of 
time to the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 
You can find Bielawski along with 

other Vessel Examiners from the Clearwater Flotilla at the 
Seminole Boat Ramp on most Saturday mornings performing 
free Vessel Safety Checks. If the check is successful, the boat 
is awarded a decal attesting to that fact. If the boat fails, no 
report to authorities is provided and the boater is encouraged 
to bring his/her vessel up to par and have it re-inspected.                         
ENJOY SUNDAYS IN THE ALLEY The first Sunday of each 
month, The Alley Merchants will have food vendors and all 
the stores are open for shopping. The Alley is located at 
596 Indian Rocks Road, Belleair Bluffs. Contact Chelsea at 
Coastalairedesign@gmail.com for more information.                
ART WALK Every third Saturday at 10:30 am and 4 pm, enjoy 
a stroll in downtown Clearwater while learning about the city’s 
vibrant public art scene. During the hour long walk, you will 
see at least 20 art installations including sculptures, murals, 
art wrapped signal boxes, pavement art and storm drain 
murals. Tours are organized by the Clearwater Arts Alliance.  
The afternoon walks are timed to end just prior to the monthly 
Downtown District Sip and Stroll event and those that 
pre-register online can get a 50% discount for Sip and Stroll.
Meet your guide at the Ring Canopy Sculpture in front of the 
Old City Hall at 112 S Osceola Ave. Free parking is available 
at the old city hall lot. The walk covers the Cleveland Street 
corridor and nearby areas. Tickets are $10 in advance and 
$15 the day of the tour at www.clearwaterartsalliance.org.                
MARKET IN THE BLUFFS The Market has paused for 
the summer, but will resume again in September.                     
DON’T FEED SEABIRDS Do not feed filleted bony carcasses 
to seabirds – even if they beg for them. While pelicans, 
herons and egrets can easily digest small fish bones, they 
can be severely injured by the strong, sharp bones of larger 
fish. The bones can puncture the pouch, throat, or intestines 
leading to infection or death. In addition, when birds fill up on 
bones with little meat, they feel full and don’t fish, leading to 
malnourishment.  
BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
SUPPLY DRIVE From 
June 1st until August 5th, 
school supply donations 
can be dropped off at 
the Dimmitt Community 
Center (918 Osceola 
Rd.), at the Town of 
Belleair’s Town Hall (901 
Ponce De Leon Blvd) or 
purchased online at the 
Amazon Wishlist: https://a.co/6ryXqFC. Online purchases will 
be delivered directly to the Rec Center. 
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and More...
BLACK SKIMMER 
NESTING AREA 
ON SAND KEY 
Pinellas County Parks 
& Conservation 
Resources, in 
partnership with 
Audubon Florida, have 
posted a nesting area 
for black skimmers at 
the north end of Sand 
Key Park’s beach near the jetty. This means an area has been 
marked and protected as the shorebirds begin nesting. Since 
1996 the Black Skimmer population is down 87%
Beachgoers and fishermen will notice this large area is 
protected with signs and ropes to create an undisturbed area 
for breeding black skimmers, which are a threatened species 
of medium-sized birds in Florida with a long bill that is used to 
“skim” the water in search of fish. Wooden decoys are being 
used to attract skimmers to this protected area.                   
THIRD SATURDAYS AT PINEWOOD Enjoy activities from 
Florida Botanical Gardens, Creative Pinellas, and Heritage 
Village every third Saturday from 10am to 5pm.
These free events will feature virtual and in-person activities 
including self-guided scavenger hunts, games, and instructor 
led events. Experience a typical store from the 1900s and learn 
about early sailing days at the HC Smith Store and McKay 
Creek Boat Shop Exhibit. Discover poignant stories about the 
Covid pandemic told through artifacts at “The Things They 
Left Behind” exhibit, open through June 26th.
There will be food trucks on site as well as free parking. Visit 
flbgfoundation.org/thirdsaturdays for information. Pinewood 
Cultural Park is located at 12211 Walsingham Road, Largo.  
LIONFISH CHALLENGE To 
encourage area divers to target 
the spiny, invasive species, FWC’s 
Lionfish Challenge is open and runs 
through September 6. This statewide 
program has recreational and 
commercial participant categories. 
All participants are required to 
register.
For recreational divers, after 
harvesting your lionfish, remove the tails leaving a bit of meat 
attached then place it in a plastic sandwich bag(s) labeled with 
your name, phone number, date of harvest and number of 
tails. Bring tails and a tail verification form to a local checkpoint 
where they will count and keep your tails, then sign and return 
your form. Checkpoint locations and verification forms can be 
found online.
Prizes will be awarded in a tiered fashion - the more lionfish 
you submit, the more prizes you receive!
To enter to get more information, visit myfwc.com/fishing/
saltwater/recreational/lionfish/challenge.                   
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN AUGUST If you need another copy 
of this newsletter, you may pick up one up at all City Halls, Panara 
Bread, The UPS Store and the Belleair Market. Call 430-8300 
if you need more than a few. Read this issue and others at 
BeachNewsletters.com. Follow us on Facebook for local news. 
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Leif Erikson and a daring band of Vikings 
sailed from Norway or Greenland to 
the northeast coast at Vinland, Canada 
around 1,000 A.D., five hundred years 
before Columbus’ first trip. It also 
has now been documented that there 
were earlier unofficial, unauthorized 
European voyages to the New World. 
These ships returned to Spain with 
goods and slaves. But The Americas 
were not named after Erikson either.
Two decades after Columbus, Ponce 
de Leon crossed the Atlantic and in 
1513 discovered the land that is now 
Florida, naming it “La Florida” or 
“Land of Flowers.” Convinced it was yet 
another island, de Leon attempted to 
sail around the Florida peninsula twice, 
looking for a passage to India.
But between Columbus and de Leon, 
somewhere around 1500, another 
explorer, Amerigo Vespucci, participated 
in two, possibly four, maybe even five, 
voyages across the Atlantic to explore 
the newly discovered New World. 

Vespucci was born into a somewhat 
well-to do family in Florence, Italy. 
His family worked for Lorenzo de’ 
Medici, the wealthy, unofficial ruler of 
Florence. In his early years, Vespucci 
was a successful merchant who was 
also interested in geography and map 
making. He moved to Seville, Spain to 
help manage Medici’s commerce and 
banking interests. One of his duties 
was keeping an eye on and supporting 
Christopher Columbus’s first two 
expeditions - neither of which were 
financially profitable. 
Working with Columbus inspired 
Amerigo Vespucci to travel to the 
New World, and his first expedition 
was on behalf of Spain (1499-1500). 
His second trip was financed and 
authorized by Portugal (1501-1502). 
His trips were to somewhere south of 
Central America – probably Honduras, 
Brazil, and the Gulf of Rio de Janeiro.
Records are inconclusive, but he may 
have made other trips as well. The 

uncertainty exists because most of 
the voyages’ documentation consists 
entirely of Vespucci’s own letters and 
personal notes. Even his role in the 
voyages is disputable, but it is known 
he did not captain or navigate any 
of those ventures. At best, he was 
probably a scribe or record keeper.
Even so, these explorations earned 
Vespucci a reputation as an explorer 
and navigator. In 1503 and 1505, 
he published two books with colorful 
descriptions of his voyages. They were 
popular with the sailing community and 
were instrumental in raising awareness 
of the New World. Vespucci’s historical 
importance rests more with his letters 
and books than any discovery he made. 
Vespucci was named Spain’s Chief 
Pilot for the Casa de Contratacion 
(House of Commerce) which served 
as a central trading house for Spain’s 
overseas possessions. In this role, he 
was responsible for ensuring ship pilots 
were adequately trained and licensed 
before sailing to the New World. He 
was tasked with developing a standard 
map using input from pilots as they 
returned from distant trips
Although Vespucci was a cartographer 
(mapmaker), he did not create the first 
New World maps; French cartographer, 
Martin Waldseemüller did. In 1507 
he undertook an ambitious project to 
create a world map. Waldseemüller 
relied heavily on Vespucci’s letters and 
notes describing recently discovered 
land in the Western Atlantic. The project 
resulted in twelve wooden panels eight 
feet wide and four and a half feet tall. 
An original Waldseemüller map is 
permanently on display at the Library 
of Congress in Washington, D.C.
A thousand copies of this first map 
were printed, complete with a 
prominent portrait of Vespucci—who 
was given credit for discovering the 
new continents. For the first time, 
“America,” a derivation of Vespucci’s 
first name Amerigo, was given to all 
the land west of Spain and Portugal - 
previously referred to only as The New 
World. Columbus was not mentioned.
There were multiple spellings of 
Vespucci’s first name, depending upon 
the language: It was spelled Americo in 
Spanish, Americus in Portuguese, and 
Alberigo in his native Italian. Linguists 
have determined Waldseemüller used 
the feminine form of all country and 
continent names on his map, which 
resulted in an “A” at the end of the word 
instead of the original “O” – Americo 
became “America.” 

Many felt Vespucci stole the honor 
from Christopher Columbus. However, 
when he died in 1512, Vespucci was 
probably unaware of Waldseemüller’s 
map bearing his name. 
Other cartographers followed
Waldseemuller’s lead and by the 1530s, 
the name “America” was permanently 
affixed to every map of the new 
continent. In 1538, Gerardus Mercator 
used the word “America” to name both 
the North and the South continents. 
Today the entire land mass of what was 
once the New World is the Americas – 
North America, Central America, and 
South America. Originally, the term 
American was used to refer to any 
native from the Americas. As more 
British migrated to the New World 
“American” came to mean “British 
American” differentiating between the 
British in the Old World from those who 
had moved to the Americas. Eventually, 
those that were here before the British 
became known as “Native Americans.”
The term “United States of America” 
was not used until the Declaration of 
Independence. Before that Benjamin 
Franklin had coined the name United 
Colonies of North America. When 
Mexico became independent, it was 
named - Estados Unidos Mexicanos – 
or the United States of Mexico.
For many, America, has become 
shorthand for the United States, but 
that name didn’t become popularly 
used until the 20th century.
In hindsight, we know neither 
Columbus nor Vespucci discovered 
“America.” Even still, Columbus has his 
holiday - Columbus Day , celebrated 
on the second Monday of the month of 
October, while Vespucci has his name 
on the maps. i

Statue of Amerigo Vespucci in the niches of 
the Uffizi Gallery colonnade, Florence

Portrait of Amerigo Vespucci

NAMING OF THE AMERICAS, Continued
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BOOMERS, GENXERS, MILLENNIALS, 
AND MONEY, OH MY!

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management 
Group
Many moons ago we wrote an 
article about the transfer of wealth 
from the Greatest Generation to 
Baby Boomers. Back in those days, 
it was about $30 trillion. That 
wealth transferred and Boomers 
added to their parents’ wealth and 
will soon start passing an estimated 
$84.4 trillion.
The Greatest Generation was 
influenced by the Great Depression 
and generally found CDs as a preferred method of investing 
especially given the high interest rates of the 70s and early 
80s. The Boomers were influenced by the bull markets of 
both the mid-80s and then the 90s and mostly invested 
through mutual funds. The GenXers are both siblings or 
children of Boomers influenced by how lucky the Boomers 
were to have cheap home prices, bull markets and great job 
opportunities. The Millennials were influenced by the wealth 
of their parents and have a carefree attitude about money.
These latter two groups will be major beneficiaries of 
Boomer wealth. According to a recent Cerulli report, over 
the next several decades $29.5 trillion will be passed on 
to GenXers, $27 trillion will go to Millennials and $11.5 
trillion to charity. The remaining $4 trillion will go from one 
Boomer to another. The transfer starts slowly over the next 
ten years, but then the flood gates open. 
So how will you pass your wealth? Will you leave it outright 
to the heirs where they may not be as good a steward as 
you are with the money. Leaving it outright also subjects the 
wealth to the claims of creditors – banks, the government, 
lawsuits, and the biggest…a spouse seeking divorce. 
One way to help shield the money and preserve the wealth 
is to leave it in trust for the heirs with liberal terms of 
distribution. Each heir can have her/his own trust and the 
terms can be different. We often recommend that the trust 
pay out 3-4% of its value every year and additional money 
can be paid for health, education, maintenance or support 
at the discretion of the trustee.
That is why we helped form a national trust company twenty 
years ago to provide our clients with a trust company that 
provides great service at a reasonable price. Now is a good 
time to visit with us and your attorney to discuss your estate 
plan. Please give us a call for a complimentary consultation.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chair and CEO 
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, info@provise.com 

The information herein is general and educational in nature 
and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and 
regulations are complex and are subject to change.
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise 
Management Group, LLC.
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U.S. FLAG ETIQUETTE 
Flag Day, on June 14, was created 
to honor and commemorate the 
adoption of the American flag in 
1777 by the Second Continental 
Congress. The United States Army 
also celebrates its birthday on the 
same day.
Today’s American flag consists of 
thirteen equal horizontal stripes of 
red represent the thirteen colonies 
with a blue rectangle in the canton 
(the upper quarter) symbolizing the 
“union” of the fifty white stars one for each of the 50 U.S. 
states. Nicknames for the flag include the Stars and Stripes, 
Old Glory, and the Star-Spangled Banner.
Flag Day was first celebrated in 1877, but there were no 
official guidelines on how to display the flag, yet. It wasn’t until 
June 14, 1923, that the National Flag Code was drafted by 
representatives of the Army and Navy with the support of the 
National Americanism Commission of the American Legion. 
Years passed, then finally on June 22, 1942, the Congress 
passed a joint resolution creating what is known today as the 
U.S. Flag Code. It was slightly amended on December 22, of 
that same year.
The code describes how to display the flag, how to maintain 
and handle it, and as well as general respect including how 
citizens should behave around the emblem of our identity as a 
nation. Here are some dos and don’ts as outlined in the U.S. 
Flag Code to make sure your tribute is a respectful one:
1. Display the flag only between sunrise and sunset on 
buildings and stationary staffs. The flag may be displayed for 
twenty-four hours if illuminated.
2. Do not display the flag in inclement weather.
3. Whether displaying the flag vertically or horizontally, the 
stars should be visible on the upper left-hand side.
4. Do not let the flag touch the ground.
5. The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.
6. Before flying a flag at half-staff, hoist to its peak for an 
instant before lowering it.
7. When displayed from a wall with another flag, the staffs 
should be crossed and the American flag should be right of 
the other flag (on the viewer’s left), with its staff above the 
other flag’s.
8. When flags of states, cities, or localities are flown on the 
same halyard with the United States flag, the national flag 
should always be at the top. No other flag should be above it, 
or if on the same level, to the flag’s right.
9. When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they 
should be flown from separate staffs of equal height and 
should be of approximately equal size.
10. When the flag is displayed from a staff projecting horizontally 
or at an angle, the stars should be at the peak of the staff.
11. A damaged or worn flag can no longer be displayed and 
should be destroyed in a dignified way by burning.
12. When not on display, the flag should be respectfully folded 
into a triangle, symbolizing the tricorn hats worn by colonial 
soldiers in the Revolutionary War.
13. No part of the flag should ever be used as a costume or 
athletic uniform. It should never be used as apparel, bedding, 
or drapery, nor printed on anything that is designed for 
temporary use and discarded (like paper plates and napkins). 
A “representative design” of the flag though is okay.
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FITNESS TOGETHER 
MOVING JD Christie, 
owner of Fitness 
Together, is making 
some changes this 
month. First, he is 
moving his Belleair 
Bluffs fitness center 
up the road to the 
remodeled old fire 
station. Then, he is 
changing its name.
“Fitness Together is a 

franchise,” JD says. “I am changing the name to “Summit 
Fitness” and in July I will be moving to the site of the old fire 
station on Indian Rocks Road, just north of The Alley. The 
date of the move is not firm, but it is expected to be around 
July 4th. I am offering a Jump Start program at this time. 
Get three one-hour sessions for just $199. This is personal 
training with a trainer,” JD explains.
After the move, JD plans to hold a big Grand Opening to 
show off the new facility.       
FLIP FLOP SHOPS There 
is a new place to buy your 
flip flops and other foot 
apparel in Belleair Bluffs 
– at the Flip Flop Shop.
“We exist to be the 
premier curator of beach 
and relaxation footwear,” 
says one of the owners 
Debbie Busby. “We work 
with over 90 fantastic 
footwear, apparel, and 
accessories brands. You find them all in one location.”
Brands include: Olukai, Reef, Oofos, Crocs, Cobian, Flojos, 
Havaianas, Hey Dude, Rainbow, Teva and Kudas. 
Find them at 2919 West Bay Drive, in the Bonefish Plaza, 
next to Cold Stone Creamery. Look for their  Grand Opening 
coming soon. Get more information at FlipFlopShops.com.  
BOAT DETAILING MJ Detailing 
& Cleaning specializes in both 
private and corporate high end boat 
detailing, ceramic coating, engine 
room painting & cleaning, boat 
painting and teak restoration. 
Owner Matt Vasilenko created 
MJ Detailing & Cleaning after his 
family had a bad experience with 
a detailing company who used 
poor quality products leaving the 
final outcome unacceptable. His 
customers appreciate his dedication 
to customer service and his quality 
work using quality products. 
He offers a full line of services, including a monthly service 
program which includes washes and other maintenance. In 
addition to boats he also details cars, RVs and planes. Call him 
at 941-241-7687.

Business Briefs

Owners Chad White, Debbie White 
Busby and Ronnie Busby.
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Business Briefs
MARKET UPDATE Interest rates are on the 
rise and it appears that trend will continue. 
Now is the time to lock in your purchase or 
refinance with wholesale rates while they 
are still low. Barbara Webb, Indian Rocks 
Beach resident and owner of BR Funding 
can get the financing you need to buy your 
new home or use the equity in your current 
home to meet your financial needs. Call the 
office at (727) 330-6888, apply online at 
BRFunding.org or call Barbara directly at (727) 492-7782.                    
AXE THROWING Clearwater Beach’s Brown Boxer is opening 
the Clearwater Beach Axe Co, an axe throwing place on 
Clearwater Beach at Pelican Walk Plaza on the 2nd floor, 483 
Mandalay Ave. There will be five private axe throwing lanes with 
plenty of room for spectators. The facility will have state-of-the-
art projection targets and a digital scoring system which offers 
a fun twist. Name your team, choose from multiple different 
interactive games such as zombies, duck hunter, connect four, 
tic tac toe and of course regular targets, then throw at the  
target design. The Brown Boxer Pub next door will offer a small 
menu and drinks.                     

FRAME YOUR ART Diamond 
art painting is the new creative 
hobby that is taking the crafting 
world by storm. You simply apply 
colorful resin rhinestones to richly 
pigmented canvas paintings. The 
result is a visually dazzling mosaic 
diamond artwork that sparkles, 
shimmers, and shines. The Frame 

Factory in Largo at 600 E Bay Dr, Largo, will complement your 
work of art with the perfect frame  to grace your walls. Call Mary 
at 581 0322, for information.  
JANNA’S IS 29 Janna’s Fine 
Consigner is a boutique for 
women’s fashions. Yes, the 
clothing and accessories are 
previously owned—but do not 
call them used. 
“We are a small boutique 
consignment shop that sells 
fashionable women’s clothes,” says Lisa Hammock, now owner of 
Janna’s. They have an average of 1,200 items on sale all the time 
from their over 1,800 active consigners on record. New items are 
taken in by appointment only Monday through Thursdays. 
Janna’s is celebrating 29 years in Belleair Bluffs this month. Lisa 
bought the boutique five years ago in June, as well. 
Check out Janna’s Fine Consigner at 268 Indian Rocks Road, 
next to Robert Young Jewelers. Call them at 584-9222.                   
SIP & STYLE BLOWTIQUE This new women’s hair salon is 
coming to Belleair Bluffs in the Bonefish Plaza this summer. 
Owned by Island Estates residents Ben and Lori Lenhart, this 
is a new concept for our area. Enjoy your favorite beverage 
while you get your wash and blowout. They will have massage 
shampoo chairs and plenty of TVs. In addition to the normal 
services, they plan to offer Ladies Nights, daughter date nights, 
and other special events. 
They hope to be opening this summer. “We are hiring all positions,” 
says Lori, e-mail Contact@SipandStyleBlowtique.com. Find them 
at 2917 West Bay Drive, and at SipAndStyleBoutique.com. 
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BELLEAIR COUNTRY CLUB WEST 
COURSE RENOVATION

By Hal Bodley
Belleair Country Club, Florida’s first golf course, is in the 
process of an $8.8 million renovation/restoration of its 
Donald Ross-designed West Course.
Construction, delayed two years because of permitting 
issues, began on March 21 and is expected to be completed 
by mid-November.
By coincidence, the long-awaited renovation coincides 
with Belleair’s 125th Anniversary celebration.  The club’s 
first six-hole golf course opened in 1897, corresponding 
with debut of Henry Plant’s sprawling Belleview Hotel. 
As part of the anniversary celebration, Belleair Country 
Club is publishing a 200-page coffee table book depicting 
the intriguing history of the club and the Belleview Hotel.
Jason Straka, a partner with Dublin, Ohio-based Fry/
Straka Designs, is collaborating with Ft. Myers, Florida-
based Clarke Construction Group on the renovation. All 
18 greens are being rebuilt to USGA specifications, then 
restored according to Donald Ross’s 1924 construction 
drawings obtained during Belleair Country Club Renovation 
Committee trips to Tufts Archives at Pinehurst, N. C.
“We knew about the history of Belleair Country Club, but 
what we didn’t know was how much documentation the 
club and Tufts Archives had about the original design,” 
said Straka.
One aspect of the 
construction not in 
the original design 
is creation of the 
breathtaking new 
par-3 seventh hole 
overlooking Clearwater 
Bay.  Patterned after the 
famed No. 7 at Pebble 
Beach, this signature 
hole became possible 
when Belleair worked 
out a 30-year lease 
with the Town of Belleair for its portion of the so-called 
“peninsula.” The country club already owned half of it.
During construction, Jim Slattery, director of golf, has been 
able to accommodate most members on the club’s East 
Course. He’s also made arrangements for members to 
play at numerous other courses in the area.
Belleair Country Club has 835 golf members and 591 
social/sports members.

The Seventh Hole
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            DIEGO’S JOURNEY 
        Local Family Finds Comfort At Ronald McDonald House

Stephanie Rivera is a busy mom of three young boys, Juan, 
Diego and William. They are all active kids who enjoy 
playing. She and husband Juan didn’t pay any attention 
when they saw bruises on Diego’s arms and legs, because 
they both thought they were caused by his playing. 
A visit to the dentist in 2021 changed everything. Diego 
needed a crown, and the doctor used a practice of restraining 
the boy with a papoose to ensure a minimum of motion 
during the process. After the procedure was completed 
and the dental team took Diego out of the papoose, they 
were shocked to see that he was covered head to toe in 
bruises. The frantic dentist called Stephanie to request that 
she immediately take the boy to the hospital for blood work. 
The family was anxious to find out what was happening to five-
year-old Diego. They began to recall that he had been overly 
tired these last few months, and then he had all those bruises. 
The blood tests finally came back a few days later, diagnosing 
Diego with a very rare illness called aplastic anemia*.
Now that the family had a name for Diego’s illness, they 
began regular visits for platelets and blood transfusions, 
knowing they needed to find a bone marrow donor. The 
brothers were a good option, and thankfully, 4-year-old 
William was a perfect match. 
Having a sick child and traveling for multiple appointments 
while caring for other children is a challenge many of 
families face. When Diego’s team referred the Riveras to St. 
Petersburg, Stephanie and Juan wondered how they would 
manage so much travel back and forth from their home in 
Brandon. A nurse told them to contact Ronald McDonald 
House, the place that would care for the entire family. 

In the summer of 2021, amidst 
a global pandemic, the family 
relocated to Ronald McDonald 
House. Diego underwent 
chemotherapy and radiation 
therapy to prepare his little body 
for the transfusion of new bone 
marrow from his little brother. 
“Staying here was amazing,” 
says Stephanie. “They make you feel like you’re at home, 
you feel the warmth of compassion from everyone. It was a 
tough time, but we also had a good time, the kids loved it!” 
Diego’s immune system is compromised, and his energy is 
still recovering. Stephanie says, “Diego still has that beautiful 
energy, but he’s matured somehow. This has changed him, 
but in a positive way.”
Juan and Stephanie agree this experience has made them 
stronger as a family. They describe the opportunity to stay at 
Ronald McDonald House as a blessing. “We were all happy 
here,” says Juan. None of them wanted to leave but keeping 
Diego away from playing with the other kids seemed too 
harsh, and reluctantly, the family headed home after a month.
They are eager to visit the house whenever they are nearby 
for medical appointments. Coming to Ronald McDonald 
House is a treat for the boys! 
*Aplastic anemia is a form of bone marrow failure. Marrow, the soft, 
fatty tissue inside bones, is the place where new blood cells are formed. 
In aplastic anemia, the bone marrow does not produce new cells, 
leaving the body susceptible to bleeding and infection. Although aplastic 
anemia is not a cancer, its treatment can be like therapies used to treat 
leukemias and lymphomas. – Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital.

Diego, Juan Sr., Juan Jr., 
Stephanie, William Rivera
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MORTON PLANT PARTICIPATES IN OBSTRUCTIVE SLEEP APNEA STUDY
Morton Plant Hospital was the site of the first implant of the 
LivaNova aura6000 System™ in a trial study designed to help 
people with sleep apnea. Otolaryngologist Mitchell Miller, 
MD, performed the first surgery on patient Bryan Klontz in 
a controlled trial - “Treating Obstructive Sleep Apnea using 
Targeted Hypoglossal Neurostimulation” (OSPREY).
Dr. Miller implanted the aura6000, a quarter-sized 
rechargeable, battery-powered computer, just under 
Klontz’s collarbone during outpatient surgery. The surgical 
team tunneled a thin cable under the skin to the jaw area 
where they connected it to the hypoglossal nerve under the 
tongue. The device will generate a small electrical charge to 
help Klontz, who suffers from obstructive sleep apnea (OSA), 
maintain muscle tone of the tongue, which will prevent or 
reduce airway obstruction while he sleeps. The system has 
a handheld controller to start, stop or pause therapy and 
recharge the implant.
OSA is a common sleep disorder that affects millions 
of Americans. It occurs most often due to upper airway 
obstruction when the tongue, tissue and muscles in the 
throat relax and block the airway.
Most people with OSA experience periods of loud snoring 
followed by silence, when breathing stops. Then, they will 
have a loud gasp for air causing brief arousals from sleep 
which leads to excessive sleepiness during the day. The cycle 
repeats throughout the night, but individuals may not know 
they have OSA unless they have symptoms like excessive 
daytime sleepiness, wake up feeling unrefreshed or someone 
else hears them stop breathing during sleep.
“While many people who suffer from OSA cannot imagine 
life without a continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) 

machine, many others do not want to be connected to masks 
or hoses,” said Marietta Bibbs, system manager of sleep 
disorders for BayCare, “The hope of this trial is to provide 
these patients with a safe, effective alternative.”
Left untreated OSA not only leads to sleep deprived 
individuals, but it can also lead to serious health conditions 
such as diabetes, depression, high blood pressure, heart 
attacks and stroke.
Klontz understands firsthand how OSA affects someone’s 
health. Klontz says he lacks energy and suffers from high 
blood pressure and low oxygen levels. His doctor attributes 
these conditions to his OSA and continually advises him to try 
a CPAP machine.
“I tried a CPAP more than 20 years ago,” said Klontz. “I am 
claustrophobic and didn’t want a mask on my face. It was so 
loud it kept me awake. I needed an alternative, but I never 
found one”
A self-described technology geek, Klontz said he became 
interested in the trial from a Social Media advertisement. He 
completed the online application and was invited in for testing.
Klontz was the first patient in the OSPREY study to be 
implanted with the device. Two weeks later, he found out he 
is part of the active group, and his device will be activated. 
“I am hopeful this will get my sleep apnea under control so 
my partner and I can get a good night’s sleep,” Klontz said.
BayCare is one of 20 sites across the nation enrolling patients 
for the study, which is expected to last 12 to 15 months. 
For information on this trial at Morton Plant Hospital, visit: 
www.livanova.com/en-us/home/obstructive-sleep-apnea or 
contact the study coordinator, Marietta Bibbs at 
727-725-6455.
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CYBERSECURITY: KEEPING
YOUR INFO SAFE

Submitted by Dena and John Perkins, Threat Angler
Due to current events, specifically the Russia/Ukraine conflict, 
you may hear more than ever about cybersecurity in the news 
and be nervous about a potential cyberattack. There have 
been multiple cyberattacks noted amid the invasion, as well as 
cyber warnings. Anytime there is conflict in a foreign country, 
especially one with sophisticated cyber technology, it is important 
to take extra care to safeguard information. As companies in 
various countries pull out of the Russian market and the conflict 
continues, targeted attacks where hackers attempt to blackout 
the power grid, attack government websites, or attack via 
malware and phishing attempts, among others have occurred.
Sometimes it is hard to know what to do in these situations to 
minimize the chance of being the victim of a cyberattack. It is 
also difficult to stay up to date on the latest happenings with 
so much going on. Threat Angler recommends using this time 
to reassess your online presence to see where you can make 
improvements. In a previous newsletter, we talked about the 
importance of two-factor or multi-factor authentication. Take 
a moment to make sure it is active for all of the sites which 
require authentication. Generally, when you log in, the site will 
text or email you a code if you have two-factor activated.
It is also important to review your passwords and make sure 
you are utilizing strong passwords. Change weak passwords 
or any you believe may have been compromised. Additionally, 
ensure your systems are set to automatically update to have 
the latest system updates on your devices, applications, or 
operating systems. This will provide your systems with necessary 
security patches and your operating system will have added 
security against the latest threats. Receiving phishing emails 
where the user clicks on a link which downloads malicious 
software or provides sensitive information remains a common 
type of attack. The cybercriminal takes control of your system 
or has sensitive information in their possession. Remain extra 
vigilant when receiving emails, especially when they have 
links or attachments. It is always safest to call the sender to 
ensure the email is legitimate before clicking as an extra step 
of precaution. 
Threat Angler suggests “if something doesn’t feel right, it 
probably isn’t” Take extra time and care when making choices 
about what links or attachments to click on, who to give your 
information to and what type of security practices you utilize 
for your personal information. Threat Angler is available to 
answer questions or help with your online security. Visit 
threatangler.com/contact for more info.

BELLEAIR BLUFFS INDEPENDENCE 
DAY CELEBRATION

Belleair Bluffs is planning to 
celebrate Independence Day on 
Saturday, July 2 from 11am until 
1pm. As in pre-pandemic years, 
there will be a festival inside and 
out—featuring live music, games, 
food, and fun. The dunk tank will 
feature the Mayor and other well 
known people in the community. 
The always popular Cake Making 
Contest returns, judged by your 
local city commissioners.
The Bluffs Business Association is co-sponsoring the event. 
More information is to come - stay tuned and keep checking 
the city’s web site BelleairBluffs.org.
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Congratulations to the Anona 2022 GraduatesCongratulations to the Anona 2022 Graduates 

Anona Elementary Fifth Grade Students, along with Principal Mrs. Welsh, Assistant Principal Mrs. Ballard, 
and Fifth Grade Teachers Mrs. Grimmer, Mr. Mercado, Mrs. Lee and Mr. Black 



BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS Page 17

HURRICANE SEASON:
BE PREPARED

By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
I love this time of year, just before the humidity and our rainy 
season starts in earnest. It is a time to savor what we love 
about living in the tropics, but it is also a time to prepare for 
hurricane season. With its approach, you need to follow the 
advice from Pinellas County Emergency Management and get 
your plan ready now before things get brewing in the tropics. 
Here is a quick review to get you started.
Check your evacuation zone. Some properties in Pinellas 
County have a new zone this season because of updated storm 
surge modeling data from the National Hurricane Center. Just 
to be safe, check out your home or business’ evacuation zone 
by visiting www.storm.pinellascounty.org. 
Your next step is to visit www.pinellascounty.gov/emergency 
for everything you need to prepare yourself, your family, home 
and business for an emergency event like a hurricane, tornado 
or flood. From there you can access the Storm Surge Protector 
tool to see how much surge could be at your location, sign-up 
for shelter and transportation assistance if you have a special 
need, find out how to prepare for your pet and so much more.
You can also download your copy of the Pinellas County 
Hurricane Preparedness All-Hazard Guide. Print out a copy 
or find one at your local library or a county building in late 
May. The guide provides detailed information about building 
an emergency kit, evacuation options, shelters, insurance, 
preparing for children, elderly or special needs family 
members, and our pets. It also includes how to protect your 
home, windows, yard, vehicles and boat before the storm and 
what to expect after the storm.
Speaking of insurance, now is the time to review your current 
policies and consider adding flood insurance to your coverage. 
Anywhere it rains, it can flood. Having an insurance policy for 
your home and business is a tool everyone should consider, 
even if they do not live in a FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area, 
which are designated high-risk flood zones.
Be sure to review your coverage soon. Typically, there is a 30 
day waiting period from the date of purchase before a new 
flood policy goes into effect. Be prepared. Do not get caught 
without flood insurance this hurricane season.
Pinellas County also offers another tool called Ready Pinellas, 
a free mobile app that includes readiness checklists that are 
aligned with the hurricane cone forecast system used by the 
National Hurricane Center. Residents can immediately know 
what to do during “blue sky” periods, and then through 
the five-day and three-day cones of probability to simplify 
planning with a well-thought-out checklist system. You can 
also look up your evacuation level and from the app see if you 
are in an evacuation order when one is issued. The new Ready 
Pinellas App also receives real-time notifications of hazards in 
our area. You can download the free Ready Pinellas mobile 
app from the Apple App Store or from Google Play. 
Also, sign up for Alert Pinellas, the official emergency 
notification service for Pinellas County and our local 
municipalities. The service is free and allows you to receive 
urgent messages about a variety of situations, such as severe 
weather, boil water notices, missing persons and evacuations. 
Visit www.pinellascounty.gov/alertpinellas to sign up. 
As you can see Pinellas County has plenty of information and 
tools to help you prepare for any emergency. Take the time to 
make sure your family has a plan and prepare ahead to have 
peace of mind this hurricane season.
As always, I welcome your comments and questions. Please 
email me at kseel@pinellascounty.org. 
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CRABBY BILL’S NAMED CHAMBER 
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR The Tampa 
Bay Beaches named The Original Crabby 
Bill’s Family Brands  The 2021 Business 
of the Year. The Original Crabby Bill’s 
Restaurant, located in Indian Rocks 
Beach, celebrated its 39th anniversary in 
April. 
Also,  congratulations to Matt Loder, Sr., 
son of the restaurant’s founder Bill Loder, 
the original “Crabby,” for being named 
the 2022 Vice President of the Florida 
Restaurant and Lodging Association. 
The Association’s mission  is to protect, 
educate, and promote Florida’s 
hospitality industry and represents 1.5 
million workers.           

BROWN BOXER EXPANDS Brown Boxer Sports Bar and 
Restaurant is expanding upstairs into the space previously 
used by Clearwater Social Brewing. This new area may also be 
reserved for special events and private functions.
With this new space, they now have 22,000 square feet of space, 
on two levels, with five full bars, fifty-five TVs, one hundred 
arcade games, live music every night and special events daily 
including bingo, trivia and karaoke.
Find the new area upstairs, in the Pelican Plaza, at 483 
Mandalay Avenue. Check it out at www.BrownBoxer.com.  
SHEPARDS BEACH
RESORT In 1977, Bill 
Shephard moved his family to 
Florida and left the motel he 
had owned for eleven years 
in Brunswick, Maine It was the  
start of a great new journey as 
owner of the Lagoon Resort 
Motel in Clearwater Beach. 
Today, known as Shephard’s 
Beach Resort, after undergoing 
multiple renovations and 
additions, it is nothing like the former motel. Bill passed away 
a few years ago, but the resort is still managed by his family, 
Bill Jr. and Gerri, shown here before Bill’s death. Get more 
information at www.Shephards.com.                    
DOC FORDS COMING TO BAY PINES Doc Ford’s Rum Bar 
and Grille is opening a second Pinellas location just off the Bay 
Pines Causeway at 8790 Bay Pines Boulevard. The location was 
formerly the Green Iguana Bar and Grill that closed in 2012. It 
was originally a Joe’s Crab Shack.
The waterfront restaurants are known for their Caribbean 
inspired dishes and tropical rum drinks. This will be the fifth 
location inspired by a character from best-selling novels written 
by Randy Wayne White. Most are in the Ft. Myers area. The 
other Pinellas location is downtown on The Pier.
An opening date has not been announced, but they hope to 
open by the end of the year.                      
HURRICANE EDDIE’S The Indian Rocks bar will soon also 
be a restaurant. They are hoping to begin to serve food in the 
next month. Missing kitchen equipment has been the hold up, 
but it has been found and should arrive any day. They also still 
need to hire a kitchen manager. While they wait, the drinks are 
still flowing. Hurricane Eddie’s, previously The Red Lion Pub, is 
located at 1407 Gulf Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach.

Bar & Restaurant News
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LOCAL MEAL PLAN SERVICE AND CAFE Opening soon, 
Clean Eatz Cafe’s mission is to be your first step toward living 
a healthier lifestyle. Let them be your weekly personal chef by 
signing up for their signature meal plans. Let them handle the 
grocery shopping, prepping and cooking. All you need to do 
is indulge in tasty and healthy dishes that contain the perfect 
balance of calories, protein, carbs, and fats.
Plans come in 5, 10, 15 and 21-meal models, with extra 
protein, low-carb, and custom diet options available. Just 
heat at home and enjoy! With prices as low as $6.50 per 
meal, they offer something for everyone.
On Tuesday the latest menu is posted online. Place your 
online order by Sunday, and your food for the week is ready 
for pickup Sunday-Tuesday. If you miss the meal plan ordering 
deadline, they will also offer frozen favorites, made fresh on 
site, in their grab & go freezers.
Their cafe will offer dine-in options of salads, wraps, bowls, 
smoothies and snacks, plus catering. Locally owned by Belleair 
Beach residents, Kreg and Jennifer, look for Clean Eatz Cafe’s 
soon in the Bonefish Plaza at 2927 West Bay Drive, Belleair Bluffs.                   
POST CORNER PIZZA CLOSES After 42 years on Clearwater 
Beach, Post Corner Pizza closed. The restaurant had been sold 
to the company who owns Opal Sands, across the street, but 
they kept it open while plans for a future development were 
being completed. Now they have demolished it to build a new 
hotel and parking garage on that block. No announcement 
has been made for the building.                 
PAJANO’S PIZZA OPENING SECOND LOCATION
Mike and Amanda Faraone are hoping for a June opening at 
their second Pajano’s Pizza and Subs location. The new space 
at 17307 Gulf Blvd. in Redington Beach will be open Monday 
to Thursday from 11am-9pm and Friday and Saturday from 
11am-10pm                  
FAST FOOD COMING SOON . A developer is planning a 
small strip center with three new fast food concepts on the 
large vacant lot across the street from The Plaza, north of 
Bank of America.  
CADDY’S PUB 
REOPENS The 
Indian Shores 
staple reopened 
in April after a 
complete remodel 
of the interior and 
the outside patio 
bar. A refreshed 
menu includes wraps, a California burger and a seafood 
platter. There will be live music on the new patio stage as 
well as dock space for thirty boats. Caddy’s Pub Indian 
Shores opens at 11am and closes at 9pm, Sunday through 
Thursday and 10pm Fridays and Saturday. 

Bar & Restaurant News
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PALM PAVILION
96 YEARS
Clearwater Beach was merely 
a large sandbar. Electricity 
and the automobile were 
just starting to appear on 
the beaches. The Memorial 
Causeway had recently 
opened. Things were 
different but one thing was 
the same - people still loved 
to visit the beach. They wore 
their clothes to the beach, 

where they would change into bathing attire, normally black. 
Women’s bathing suits looked like dresses and covered their 
bodies and even part of their legs.
This was life during the beginnings of the Palm Pavilion. Five 
inspired businessmen opened it as a bathhouse on May 31, 
1926 for beach goers to change into swimming attire and 
rent lockers to store their belongings. 
In 1964, it was sold to the Hamiltons who still own it and the 
business continued in much the same way. Until early 1980s, 
beach pavilions provided changing rooms. When demand 
diminished, the Hamilton’s removed the bathhouse. The first 
major expansion occurred in 1995. In 2000, the property 
underwent a much larger renovation adding the outside 
deck and expanding the kitchen.
The day-to-day business is now in the hands of Ken Hamilton, 
a second generation. According to State of Florida records, 
the Palm Pavilion is the oldest operating beach pavilion in 
the state. The Palm Pavilion is located at 10 Bay Esplanade. 
Visit PalmPavilion.com                                           
BONEFISH - 20 YEARS 
The Bonefish Grill opened 
twenty years ago in the 
Belleair Bluffs Shopping 
Center now referred to as 
the Bonefish Plaza. Part of 
of the Bloomin’ Brands, 
the restaurant chain was 
founded in 2000 and 
opened our location – the seventh store - in 2002. Niko 
Hales is the operating manager/partner. 
Find then at 2939 West Bay Drive, Belleair Bluffs.               

BELLEAIR CAFE - 2 YEARS Located 
behind the Belleair Market, the 
small café has been owned by 
Chris Scott and Julie Champion 
for two years. The actual café is 
many years older and operated 
under other names—such as 
Jewel Café, The Black Cat and 
Penelope’s. 
Under Scott and Champion’s 
ownership, there have been 
numerous upgrades including 
adding beer and wine. 

“I would like to thank all our loyal customers for sticking with 
us since renaming and reopening our café,” says Chris Scott.          
RESTAURANT NEWS WANTED If your restaurant has news 
or an upcoming event e-mail Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or 
call 727-430-8300.

Restaurant Anniversaries
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 PALM TREES
By Randy Lee 
Palm trees grow in many parts of the world. 
Most areas where temperatures stay above 
freezing are ideal habitats for palm trees- 
tropical and subtropical climates. There are 
over two thousand species of palm trees in 
the world. Closer to home, palms can be 
found as far north as the Carolina coast, 
however, the Tampa Bay region is ideal for 
growing many different palms.
Palm trees can be distinguished by their cold tolerance. The 
most cold tolerant palms include Sable, Pindo, Chinese 
Fan, Ribbon, Reclinata, Palmetto, Rhapis, Sago, Paurotis, 
European Fan, Washingtonia, Medjool, Canary Island, 
Pony Tail and Sylvester. Palms that may show some freeze 
damage include Roebelenii or Pygmy Date, Bismarkia, 
Fishtail, Queen, Bamboo Palm and Foxtail. Palms that 
will show the most cold damage include Thatch, Areca, 
Alexander, Adonidia or Christmas Palm, Coconut, Royal, 
Triangle, Bottle and Spindle.

Smaller palms are ideally 
suited for smaller gardens 
and homes. These include 
Roebelenii, Pony Tail, 
Cardboard, Sago, Pindo, 
Bamboo and Christmas Palm. 
These palms usually have a 
slower growth rate and require 
less maintenance.
The most expensive palms 
include Old Man, Lipstick, 
Latan, Rhapis, Kentia, Medjool 
and Licuala. These usually 
have a slow growth rate, 
have unusual characteristics 
or color and are not readily 
available. These palms can 
cost hundreds or thousands of 
dollars. 

Current trends in palms include native, drought tolerant and 
slow growing varieties. These include Ribbon, Sable(with 
boots), Bismarkia, Paurotis, Palmetto and Foxtail. Sables 
will always be popular since they are native to Florida 
and represent our state tree. We plant many Date palms, 
Roebelenii Palms and Adonidia Palms as well. 
Summer is an ideal time to plant palms- their root systems 
are most active in hot weather. When planting, always 
plant the palm at grade level- never too deep. Water and 
fertilizer are important in establishing and maintaining 
palms. Most palms benefit from periodic hand watering 
the first year and fertilization twice a year. Best of luck in 
selecting the right palms for your Florida landscape.

SUMMER CHECKLIST
• Hurricane season begins
• Water restrictions are in effect
• Fertilizer ban is in effect
• Summer rains should begin in late June
• A great time to plant palm trees
• Water pots and containers more often- the heat is on!
Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape 
design company here to help you with all of your landscape 
needs. Call us direct at 727-421-2715 or visit us Online at 
www.landscapesbyrl.com. 
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KEEP PINELLAS BEACHES 
BEAUTIFUL

by Allison Allen, Epic Diving Fl
Did you know that there are an estimated 200 times more 
microplastics in the ocean than there are stars in the Milky 
Way? That is about 50 trillion microplastic pieces. Why 
are microplastics so bad? Plastic inherently contains toxic 
chemicals, and it absorbs more chemicals from the ocean 
water. These chemicals are a danger to oceanic wildlife. 
When marine life ingests microplastics it causes slowed 
growth, reduces reproduction and offspring survival, and 
can cause tumors. Microplastics have been found in human 
blood therefore it is likely that toxins from microplastic 
bioaccumulate up the food chain and cause harm to humans. 

•Cigarette butts are the most littered item in the world. 
The filters are made from plastic that breaks into smaller 
pieces that never totally biodegrade or disappear. 
•6.5 million tons of litter enter the world’s oceans each 
year.
•50% of the litter in the ocean is long-lasting plastic which 
will drift for hundreds of years before it is degraded.
•According to the EPA, 80% of marine debris originates 
on land. Removing litter from our beaches, roadsides, 
and waterways will prevent the increase of marine debris.
•Worldwide, 100,000 marine animals and turtles are 
killed annually by plastic litter. 
•Excessive inland litter can clog storm drains and lead 
to damaging street flooding and contamination of our 
waterways. 
•Getting involved in beach clean-ups is a great way 
to create awareness in your area and can lay the 
groundwork for future litter-reducing efforts. 

This is sad but it is not 
hopeless. We know 
preventing plastic from 
entering the ocean is 
the ultimate solution and 
you can help! Join Epic 
Diving Fl in their effort to 
combat the accumulation 
of more plastic entering 
the ocean and harming 
wildlife. Just by showing 
up, you will be entered 
into a raffle for a chance 
to win some Epic Diving 
FL merchandise. All 
cleanup supplies are 
provided by Keep Pinellas 
Beautiful. All you need to 
bring is yourself, a friend 
and gloves! Epic Diving 
Fl’s upcoming Beach 
Clean Up events are: 
• June 17th - Sand Key Bay Side Park, 5-7pm
• July 14th - Indian Rocks Beach, 6-8pm
• August 18th - Dunedin Causeway, 6-8pm
• September 15th - Courtney Campbell, 6-8pm
Follow Epic Diving Fl on Instagram and Facebook at 
Epicdivingfl or call (727) 637-0284 for more information.
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INTRODUCING PINELLAS COUNTY SHERIFF’S MENTAL HEALTH UNIT
             From the Desk of Sheriff Bob Gualtieri

Having a mental illness is not a crime. Unfortunately, many people with mental illnesses wind up 
in jail because they may not always be able to control their actions or perceive reality. Or, they 
may be committed under the Baker Act, a law which allows a person to be involuntarily committed 
to a mental health facility if they present a danger to themselves or others. The Pinellas County 
Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) Mental Health Unit (MHU) was created to reduce both Baker Acts and 
contact with law enforcement officers among the mentally ill.
The MHU pairs a specially trained deputy with a civilian Crisis Response Specialist to meet with 
citizens in mental health crisis that may warrant intervention. If a patrol deputy realizes that a 
citizen has a mental health issue and may be in need of services, they can contact the MHU. Or 
a team from the MHU may respond directly to a call about a person in crisis. 
Once they make contact, the deputy will make sure the scene is secure. Then the Crisis Response 
Specialist will engage the subject, evaluating their mental state and determining their willingness 
to receive help. All of the services are voluntary. 
MHU members will tell them about available services, especially the Pinellas Integrated Care (PIC). PIC can connect citizens to 
counseling, medication, substance abuse treatment, job services, housing, and insurance options. Navigating the world of mental 
health services can be difficult, for both patients and their families. The MHU tries to make a scary, chaotic situation as easy to 
manage as possible, removing the barriers to positive mental health management.
After the initial contact, PIC will usually follow up in three days. The MHU then meets with the PIC team once a week to discuss 
the clients they serve. 
The MHU was expanded last year. Today there are six deputies and two Clearwater Police officers who pair with eight civilian Crisis 
Response Specialists. The program has been so successful that the MHU recently won the PCSO Unit Award for its excellent work. 
It can be challenging, and sometimes disappointing. Clients who are enthusiastic in the beginning may stop using the services 
designed to help them. Many also have substance abuse issues that complicate their mental health care. But the many success 
stories make it worthwhile. Thanks to the Mental Health Unit, more citizens with mental health issues are staying out of jail and 
receiving the services they need.
For more information about mental health education and support, visit the National Alliance on Mental Illness at www.nami.org. 
If you know a child or young adult experiencing a mental health crisis, you can contact the Pinellas Mobile Crisis Response Team 
at 727-362-4424. For an emergency situation, as always, call 911. 
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CLEARWATER AQUARIUM 
THE BEGINNINGS

Dennis Kellenberger 
The genesis of the popular 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium 
on Island Estates was called 
Seaorama. Created in the 1950s 
by a couple of Zoologist, Cricket 
and Cappy Harris, the marine 
attraction was located in a small 
empty building in the Clearwater 
Marina location.
Back in the 1950s, no one could 
ever imagine that Clearwater 
Beach’s Seaorama would 
be revived as the Clearwater Marine Science Center, 
incorporated in 1972. Or evolve into the Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium, and for a short time The Florida Aquarium…all 
paving the way for what it is today.
I initially enrolled in an oceanography class while I was still 
in the service, but obtained my most important education 
and experience at the then St. Petersburg Junior college, now 
known as the St. Petersburg College. Dr. Heyward Mathews 
was my professor and mentor. He made a huge impact 
on my life as my oceanography /marine biology Professor 
and still does to this day. As one of his student assistants, I 
had the great experience of an Oceanography field trip to 
the Florida Keys giving me an even greater respect for our 
marine ecology. 
While I was attending SPC and serving as Dr Mathews 
student assistant, he showed me the first brochure for the 
Clearwater Marine Science Center that was just in the 
planning stage and had finally acquired a home-the old 
wastewater treatment plant. I later changed the name of 
The Clearwater Marine Science Center to Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium when I joined the organization. The modest motto 
was “A Window to the Sea.” 
Dr. Mathews had recently received a call from then Clearwater 
City Manager Picot Floyd.
“Dr. Mathews,” said the Floyd, “we have an obsolete sewage 
treatment plant on the waterfront at Island Estates. It’s too 
costly to tear out all those large cement tanks. Do you think it 
would be a good location for your sea museum?”
The steering committee adapted quickly, changing the 
Seaorama name to the more dignified Clearwater Marine 
Science Center, on beautiful Island Estates, in sight of all the 
cars passing on Memorial Causeway. And, as it turned out, it 
would become much more than a simple Window to the Sea.
I remember helping Dr. Mathews, along with volunteers, 
build a pontoon boat and in the summer of 1979 we took 
the first small classes of children out in the bay, seining with 
an old shrimp net and an otter trawl to collect specimens to 
examine when we returned to the classroom.
Over the next 25 years, we pioneered many programs in 
education, rescue, and rehabilitation as we created the marine 
mammal, sea turtle, and otter rescue and rehabilitation 
programs, and animal assisted therapy program for children 
that filled such a void.
The Clearwater Marine Aquarium came about and evolved 
as a result of so many special events and people that came 
into my life.
I am currently working on a book “Tale of Tails” that will 
document many details of the events and people of the first 
25 years.
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BATS IN YOUR BACKYARD 
By Lara Milligan, Natural Resources Agent UF/IFAS 
Extension Pinellas County 
It is hard to imagine what Pinellas County looked like in the 
early 1900s. Many long-time residents can share stories of 
US 19 as a one-lane dirt road, of 20 minute commutes from 
north to south county, of the open grasslands and cattle that 
roamed on Boot Ranch and the stories go on and on! 
Now we have had a tremendous amount of development 
over the years! Can you imagine being any animal species 
and trying to survive all of the area’s changes? One of these 
animals, that we do not often think about is the bat. 
Bats are an amazing species for a variety of reasons, but 
two reasons that many people are fond of them is for their 
pest control and nutrient services. Bats can consume up to 
3,000 insects a night and when female bats are nursing 
their young, their energy requirement is even higher. To put 
this into perspective for you, a nursing bat can consume 
up to 2/3 of its body weight daily, which is equivalent to a 
150-pound human consuming 100 pounds of food per day! 
There is no doubt they eat a lot of food and what goes in 
must come out. As they say, everything that eats poops, 
right? The neat thing about bat poop or guano is that you 
can use it as a natural fertilizer. It’s true. So not only can bats 
help to keep the mosquito populations under control, they 
can help keep your garden healthy too! 
Here is the scoop if you want to attract bats to your yard. 
There are 1,100 species of bats in the world, 48 in the 
United States and 13 in Florida. Of those 13, you can attract 
4 with a bat house: the Evening, Big Brown, Brazilian free-
tailed and Southeastern bat. In the natural environment, 
bats roost in caves and trees, but with as much development 

as Florida has seen and 
will continue to see, 
bats’ opportunity to 
find habitat in trees is 
diminishing. Providing a 
bat house is one way to 
help provide additional 
shelter options for these 
creatures. 
Just as people are very 
particular in what they 
call their home, bats 
tend to be pretty picky about bat houses too. You want to 
make sure you do your research before you build or buy 
one to put up in your yard. The University of Florida has 
an EDIS publication on “Effective Bat Houses for Florida,” 
which can be found at: bit.ly/FLbats. EDIS is the Electronic 
Data Information Source of UF/IFAS Extension, a collection 
of information on topics relevant to you. 
If you don’t have a yard to put a bat house in, you can still help 
by encouraging others to protect their natural environment. 
For example, bats may roost in Spanish moss, dead and 
hanging palm fronds, or inside hallowed out trees. You can 
encourage people to leave these roost sites as they are. Also, 
promote the use of native plants in landscapes as they tend 
to attract non-pest insects, which in turn can attract bats. 
Everyone can play a part in bat conservation! What will you 
do? Let me know on Facebook (@PCENaturalResources) 
or Twitter (Pinellas_Ext_NR). Send your feedback about 
Everyday Nature articles at: bit.ly/EverydayNature. 
You can reach Lara at 727-453-6905 or via e-mail at 
Lara317@ufl.edu 

Bat House in a Tree
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ENTER OUR CONTEST FOR A CHANCE TO WIN $1000   
IN GIFT CARDS FROM THESE BELLEAIR MERCHANTS:

Father’s Day is June 19th and to celebrate, we are holding a drawing 
where one lucky winner will receive a $100 gift certificate or an 

equivalent product each of the following local businesses.
BELLA VINO WINE ($100 Gift Card)  BELLEAIR COFFEE ($100 Gift Card)
   100 Indian Rocks Road N.       100 Indian Rocks Road
BELLEAIR MARKET ($100 Gift Card)  DUFFY’S GOLF ($100 Gift Card)
   510 Indian Rocks Road N        2928 W Bay Dr
FITNESS TOGETHER ($100 Gift Card)  BELLEAIR BLUFFS CLEANERS ($100 Gift Card)
   2917 W Bay Dr.         2924 W Bay Dr,
RADIANCE MED SPA ($100 Gift Card)  SEAWEED GRILL ($100 Gift Card)
   2894 W Bay Dr.         2819 W Bay Dr
STEFANEC’S BARBER SHOP (A Haircut once a month for a year - $100 value)
   772 Indian Rocks Rd.
WESTSHORE PIZZA (A Pizza once a month for a year - $100 value)
   2989 W Bay Dr.

To enter, visit any one or all of 
merchants and fill out a registration 
form. Or complete the form here and 
take it to a merchant. No purchase 
is required. On Monday, June 20, we  
will draw ONE NAME and that person 
will win the $1000 in gift certificates.

Deadline to enter June 18th.

Limit, one entry per store, but you can 
enter at all ten places listed above. 
The winner will be contacted by 
phone or email the week of 
Monday, June 20th. 

REGISTRATION
Belleair Neighborhood News Magazine Father’s Day Contest:

Your Name: __________________________________

Your Address: ________________________________

City: _________________________Zip: ____________

Your Phone: (____) ____________________________

Your Email: ___________________________________

Merchant:____________________________________
Deadline to enter: Saturday, June 18th
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FERTILIZERS: AN
ENVIRONMENTAL THREAT

In the quest for the perfect 
lawn, people apply fertilizers 
and pesticides to their yards 
each year, priming their 
grasses for potentially serious 
ecological and human 
health consequences. These 
chemicals run off lawns 
into the Intracoastal, local 
springs, streams, lakes and 
rivers every time it rains, 
eventually washing in the 
Gulf of Mexico. The resulting 
process causes more than 
half of our water pollution, thus harming our waterways and 
the plants and animals that thrive in aquatic habitats.
Pinellas County’s fertilizer ordinance prohibits residents from 
fertilizing lawns during the rainy season. From June 1 to 
Sept. 30, fertilizers containing nitrogen and/or phosphorus 
cannot be applied to lawns or landscape plants. Fertilizers are 
not plant food. They sometimes can be used to supplement 
sugars that plants make through photosynthesis.
If you decide to use a fertilizer, use it properly. It’s easy:
• Make fertilizer selections based on need. Decide which 
nutrients will give you the result that you want for your lawn, 
and then buy only those.
• Use fertilizers sparingly to reduce nitrate levels. More is 
not necessarily better. Read and follow all instructions on the 
package.
• Do not fertilize when storm events are forecast. This will 
help reduce the level of nutrients washing into water systems 
during and after the storm.
• Select slow-release fertilizers. They are kinder to the 
environment and are usually more cost effective. Look for 
terms like “time-released,” “slow-release,” or “water insoluble 
nitrogen” on the fertilizer’s package.
• Remember to fertilize only when needed. Do not apply more 
than one pound of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet of grass.
Do your part to preserve our water, coastlines, and wildlife 
– the very things that help make our area so wonderful. 
For more information about fertilizers or how to protect our 
waterways, visit watermatters.org or befloridian.com.

DISTRACTED DRIVING 
When you type a text, or even read a text, you’re taking your 
eyes off the road for several seconds. It doesn’t feel like a 
long time, but you may be surprised to know that in just five 
seconds, a car driving at 55 mph can travel the length of an 
entire football field. 
A lot can happen in the time it takes for you to write a text. A 
child can run into the road or the driver in front of you might 
slam on their brakes. With your eyes on your phone, you 
might swerve into the bike lane. Driving a car demands your 
full attention and taking your eyes off the road can be fatal.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says that 
424,000 people were injured in 2019 in crashes involving a 
distracted driver. According to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, 3,142 people died due to distracted 
driving in 2020. That’s almost nine people every day dying 
because someone had to check their phone, put on lipstick, or 
adjust their radio. Approximately one in five of those fatalities 
were pedestrians or people outside a vehicle – joggers, bike 
riders, or people pulled over to the side of the road.
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RECYCLING DROP-OFF CENTERS: 
Calling All Responsible & Aspiring Recyclers!

Did you know that over 40 county-
wide Recycling Drop-off Centers are 
available to residents and visitors free 
of charge? 
For an interactive online map of the 
recycling drop-off centers throughout 
Pinellas County, scan this QR code or 
visit www.pinellascounty.org/recycle. 
To find out what items are accepted 
at different centers, click on the blue 
recycle icon that represents a center 
on the map or select a center from 

the list on the left-hand side of the screen. Most programs 
accept all the items on the cover of the 2022 Recycle Guide: 
glass bottles and jars, plastic bottles and jugs, metal food 
and beverage cans, cartons, paper, and cardboard. You can 
find an online version of the 2022 Recycle Guide at www.
pinellascounty.org/recycleguide. 
Place accepted items in a bin at your home. The next time 
you’re heading out to run errands, find a Recycling Drop-off 
Center that’s on your way by using the Google map. Then, 
grab the bin from your home, and drop-off your clean, dry, 
and unbagged recyclables for free! When you reach the 
address listed on the map, look for a large, metal, labeled 
recycling collection container. Keep your eyes peeled because 
the containers are often nestled in the corner of a parking lot 
or behind a town hall or government center. No government 
identification or sign-in is required.

FIREWORKS CELEBRATE AMERICA
Largo Central Park will have Fireworks presented Indian 
Rocks Baptist Church. Free to attend. Music begins at 6:00 
pm, fireworks at dark. Food and beverage vendors will be on 
site. No alcohol, dogs, pop-up tents, boom boxes, personal 
fireworks (including sparklers) permitted. 
Clearwater Celebrates America returns with a bang on July 
4 at BayCare Ballpark in Clearwater! Families can celebrate 
America’s birthday in style with a huge fireworks display, a 
star-studded concert and games and inflatables for children 
of all ages.Due to the ongoing Imagine construction project, 
there will be no fireworks at Coachman Park this year.

COMINGS AND GOINGS
TOWN OF BELLEAIR
The Town of Belleair’s Manager JP Murphy resigned in April. 
The Commissioners have begun a search, both locally and 
nationally, for his replacement. The search process is just 
beginning and is expected to take several months. In the 
meantime, Police Chief Rick Doyle will act as the interim Town 
Manager. 
The Town of Belleair, small by most city averages, has a 
population of under 5,000 people living in 2,000 households, 
and approximately 80 employees.
CITY OF BELLEAIR BEACH
Also in April, City Manager Lynn Rives announced his 
retirement. They are advertising for a new manager with at 
least five years city manager experience — or a comparable 
job. They prefer a person with experience in coastal community 
issues, beach renourishment, emergency operations and 
evacuations. Knowledge of administrative policy and laws is 
also desired.
Belleair Beach has approximately 2500 residents in 1,200 
households.
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MEET THE NEW BELLEAIR REC DIRECTOR
Robert Yevich – when everyone knew him as Bobby - played 
at the Belleair Rec Center in the 1990s, before there was 
a building. It was like daycare for his family because his 
dad, John, was the Director of the Belleair Rec Center. John 
worked for the Town of Belleair for 36 years and was Director 
of the Rec Center for 30.
Fast forward to today and now Yevich holds the same job 
his father had, but the title has changed to Director of 
Community Engagement. His role is considerably broader 
than his dad’s role or that of any prior director.
Yevich, now 36, grew up at the Belleair Rec Center playing all 
the games and sports they had to offer—soccer, basketball, 
tennis. He attended St. Pete Catholic High School where he 
excelled in track and cross country running. Following High 
School, he attended the University of South Florida, majoring 
in Elementary Education followed by a Master’s Degree in 
Educational Leadership at Notre Dame. After finishing his 
education in 2015, Robert taught in a few local schools and 
became a school Principal.
“Getting the Director’s job here was like coming home 
again,” says Bobby after he was hired. “I practically 
lived here for a number of years while my father was the 
recreational director.”
Yevich joins a short list of prior directors. Eric Walbeck 
followed his Yevich’s father, for about ten years. Ricky Allison 
succeeded Walbeck and now it is Yevich.
Yevich’s primary job is to oversee the activities at the Dimmitt 
Community Center, which opened approximately fifteen 
years ago, and the Doyle Gymnasium where they offer inside 
sports. He also oversees the outside grounds including the 
soccer field and tennis courts. 

The operation of the facilities, its 
programs, nearby parks, special 
events and membership are all 
part of Yevich’s responsible. His 
job description also says, his role 
includes “engaging with the local 
community.” 
“I hope to build upon the strong 
atmosphere at the center that the 
former directors started,” Yevich’s 
explains. “I want to create a sense of welcome to all the 
generations that use this facility and its many programs,” 
he adds. “We want to take our residents from their youth to 
their retirement.”
Their Summer Camps are a local tradition hosting between 
100 and 120 kids per week over the summer months. The 
mornings are geared for inside and afternoons outside, with 
Rec staff supervised activities including weekly field trips and 
specialized afternoon activities (soccer, tennis, and fishing).
“We are taking a new look at our Sunday Concert Series in 
the spring and fall,” Yevich says. We are discussing having 
fewer concerts and inviting well-known bands,” Yevich says. 
“It would be sacrificing quantity for quality.”
Yevich and his wife live in Feather Sound, about 15 miles to 
the east of Belleair. They have one child.
The Rec Center is located at 918 Osceola Road, just behind 
the Town Hall. They are open Monday through Fridays, 9am 
to 6pm, and currently closed on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Their summer camp program for grades 1-7 began May 31 
and runs through August 5. For more information, call 
727-518-3728 – or visit www.belleairrec.com.
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Photos by Bill Woerner, Local Photographer

  THE FLORIDA 
BOTANICAL 

GARDENS

The 100-acre park is owned and operated 
by Pinellas County. The gardens are free 
and open daily from 7am to 5pm. Leashed 
pets are welcome.

2520 Ulmerton Road, Largo FL. 
www.flbgfoundation.org.
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100 WOMEN WHO CARE OF PINELLAS COUNTY 
100 Women Who Care of Pinellas County presented 
$12,625 to the House of Mercy and Encouragement in 
Dunedin on March 25, 2022. The House of Mercy and 
Encouragement is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
faithfully providing mental health and educational services 
to children and their families that encourage caring, 
compassion, and a sense of well-being in a welcoming 
and comfortable environment. The group will also receive 
a $5,000 matching grant from the Richard M. Schulze 
Foundation. 
100 Women Who Care of Pinellas County is a philanthropic 
group that provides an avenue for women to bring 
financial support to local, charitable organizations that 
have a 501(c)(3) status. Members commit to attending four 
meetings per year (one per quarter) and pledge to donate 
$100 to an elected charity at each meeting. For each 
meeting, the members have the opportunity to nominate a 
charity, three of the nominated charities are then randomly 
selected to give a 5-minute presentation, a vote is taken, 
and then checks are written directly to the winning charity. 
Since February of 2013, the group has given $355,675 to 
local charities. 
Contact Brenda George at 727-515-1868 for more 
information or visit www.100womenpinellas.org. 
SEASIDE SEABIRD SANCTUARY REHAB REPORT 
The Sanctuary had another record year of admissions with 
a total of 3,969 birds entering the hospital’s doors last 
year. With summer being their busiest time of year due to 
baby birds and last year’s severe red tide bloom that was 
active from June through January, their dedicated staff and 
volunteers were working nonstop caring for birds in need. 
The good news is the hospital was able to successfully 
rehabilitate and release nearly 1,900 birds, You can help 
by properly disposing of fishing line, hooks and filleted 
carcasses, planting native plants in your yard to provide 
food and nesting habitat, and supporting local conservation 
efforts preserving habitats.
BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
The BBA is continuing to hold social after-hours meetings 
during 2022. These Networking Socials are normally held 
on the second Thursday of the month, beginning at 5:30 
pm. Upcoming events include:
• June 9: Mixer at Pioneer Mortgage
        311 Gulf Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach
• July 14: Wrisner Insurance 550 East Bay, Largo
• August 11: Sun Coast Osteopathic in Largo
To get involved, contact Bonnie Trembulak, 686-8797 or 
Larry Bell, 644-9197 or e-mail  info@BBAStrong.com. For 
more information, visit www.BBAStrong.com.
CLOTHES TO KIDS (CTK)
Summer is almost here and its time to clean out your kids 
jammed closets & dressers. CTK has an idea - donate those 
gently used clothes, uniforms and shoes that no longer fit 
to Clothes To Kids. They continually need new and gently 
used clothing and shoes: boys’ and girls’ pants, shorts, 
tops both short and long-sleeved, dresses and shoes. 
Each year Clothes To Kids provides more than 11,000 
wardrobes to children in need in our community FREE of 
charge. For information or an appointment to shop, call 
727-441-5050 or  visit www.ClothesToKids.org. 

Community News
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FORTY-FIVE YEARS OF FISHING
By Bob Griffin, Publisher
My dad used to take me fishing when 
I was young,” remembers Scott Flesch, 
who is now 54. “That is how my initial 
interest in fishing started.”
Captain Scott Flesch was born in Morton 
Plant Hospital and raised in Pinellas 
County. He attended Clearwater High 
School as part of the Class of 1986 
and resides in Belleair Beach.
Flesch owns Fishing Clearwater Inshore 
(FCWIS), a back-waters, inshore fishing 
company. Before he added licensed 
charter guide to his resume, he was in 
technology sales and management for 
30+ years.
“I discovered my love for fishing early 
on. I had many boat outings with friends 
and family all around Clearwater 
Beach and to surrounding islands like 
Caladesi, Honeymoon & Three Rooker 
Island,” Flesch explains.

“I recall fishing off the jetty at 
Shephard’s Beach Resort and having 
their guests walk out onto the rocks 
and ask if I could take them fishing. 
I would tell them, ‘I am not a guide.’ 
That, as well as encouragement from 
Capt. John Phillip of Caladesi Fishing 
Charters, pushed me to go full time in 
the fishing business.”
“I launched my charter fishing business 
last April after having conversations 
with Capt. John. He told me that he 
received many requests for inshore 
trips and adventures and passed them 
on to others. He suggested I become 
their inshore affiliate.”
“I started my business by just fishing 
on the weekends, but that quickly 
changed. The referrals and requests 
started flowing in and I had more 
trips than I could handle. I had to hire 
additional captains - soon we will be 
adding a second boat.”
“All of our Captains are fully licensed and 
have a background check. They are all 
Merchant Mariners Credentialed and we 
are active members of a drug consortium 

undergoing random drug testing. 
“Area hotel concierges recommend us. 
We frequently receive referrals from 
the Marriott and Sheraton Sand Key, 
Sandpearl Resort & their sister property 
Opal Sands Resort. People staying in 
local B&Bs and AirBnBs call us all the 
time. We also work with conference 
resort properties like Innisbrook with 
group fishing packages to take their 
guests out for a fun day or as a break 
from a convention, so they can enjoy 
some time out on our local waters. The 
outings have become quite popular 
with the professional groups.” 
“Some visitors want to fish—some want to 
swim and joyride—some want to do both. 
We regularly take people to Caladesi, 
Three Rooker, and area restaurants.”
“When fishing, we typically catch 
Snook, Redfish & Trout (Inshore Slam). 
Seasonally, we try for the migratory 
Silver Kings (Tarpon) and on calm days 
we will venture out to the local reefs and 
try for Hogfish and Mangrove Snapper.” 
Flesch has many great reviews from their 
guests over the past year. He especially 
loves to point out Morton Plant Hospital 
to his clients and tells them, “…that’s 
where it all started for me.”
FCWIS offers half-day trips on his 
Andros 26-foot Tarpon with a 300HP 
Yamaha engine, for $650. That is a 
four-hour trip for two anglers. Each 
extra angler is an additional is $50.
As the father of two boys Flesch offers 
“Kids Trips,” they are three hours in 
length for one adult and two kids, for 
$500. He loves to take families out for 
an experience they won’t forget. He 
guarantees a memorable trip.
“I remember my days fishing with my 
dad,” Flesch says. “We would do a little 
fishing, some sightseeing, and then 
swim. There is nothing quite like seeing 
the little ones reeling in a big Snook. 
They get to see these magnificent line-
siders up close and have their picture 
taken with their catch - then see mom 
and dad light up with pride!”
Flesch has also become involved in 
several local charities including “Make 
A Difference,” a non-profit that takes 
under-privileged children fishing twice 
a year, “Clearwater for Youth,” and 
“Skip Cline Society.”
“It pays to give back,” he explains. “I 
have turned my passion for fishing into 
a profession,” Flesch adds with sincerity. 
“Stop Wishing - Let’s Go Fishing!”
You can find Flesch at FCWIS.com. 
Contact him at 727-415-1827 or  
FishingClearwaterInshore@Gmail.com.

Captain Scott Flesch and his sons
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THE RUBE ALLYN REEF AND THE MAN IT IS NAMED FOR
By Keith Kans
I am a long-time resident of the greater Tampa Bay area. 
I grew up in St. Petersburg and Dunedin and have been 
back for many years as an adult, following my service in 
the Navy. I have enjoyed fishing since I was in elementary 
school, boating most of my adult life, and much more 
recently diving in our local waters and throughout the 
state. All of these pastimes I find extremely enjoyable and 
reinforce for me why our area must be the best place to live.
In recent years I have worked my way to certification as 
a professional in the recreational SCUBA diving industry. 
One of my favorite roles in this capacity is to serve as a dive 
guide and crew member with a well-known dive operation 
in Clearwater. Simply put, I help crew the boat and I 
provide certified recreational divers with the information 
and support that they need to conduct safe and enjoyable 
dives in the Gulf of Mexico. I also lead those who want to 
personally dive with me on underwater tours of the natural 
and artificial reefs that lie just a few miles offshore. Diving 
has opened my eyes to the beautiful environment and the 
unique life that has always existed below as I sat in a boat 
ignorant of the magic. I now get to see with my own eyes 
that things I thought I knew as a land-based intellect were 
in many cases, wrong. I genuinely enjoy sharing that with 
others.

One of the key 
services I provide 
to my divers is a 
dive briefing of 
the sites we will 
visit before they 
enter the water. 
A frequent and 
special site that 
we visit is the 
Rube Allyn Reef, a 
set of underwater 
structures placed 
by Pinellas County 

over the past several decades. Early on I learned from my 
co-workers that the reef is a collection of “bric-a-brac” from 
the former Sand Key Bridge. The reef is comprised of more 
than six hundred tons of cement. Basically, it is a set of 
pilings and spans from a bridge I used to fish from as a 
boy. The structure is grown over with corals and plant-life 
and holds a dynamic and impressive collection of sea life - 
large and small.
That material information about the site is important of 
course, but I quickly wondered, “Why is it named Rube 
Allyn?” Rube Allyn sounded to me like the name of a vessel, 
and I have heard many divers refer to it as the “Rube Allyn 
Wreck.” Why would Pinellas County name a pile of bridge 
materials placed to construct a massive artificial reef after a 
boat? It was time to do some research.
The first stage of my quest for information took me in an 
unexpected direction. Rube Allyn was a person, and the 
Rube Allyn that the reef is named for is a storied personality 
from our area’s early days, but is not the first Rube Allyn 
that comes up in a search. That first Rube Allyn was born in 
Ontario, Canada in 1866. Life led him on a winding path, 
which eventually led him to west central Florida. Along the 
way he worked as a boatyard worker in Philadelphia, a 
rough-and-tumble entertainer throughout both the northern 
and southern United States, and as a tramp newspaperman 
in Sarasota. He was an aspiring politician on present day 

Siesta Key, and a murder suspect. What? Yes, William 
“Rube” Allyn, Senior was suspected and arrested for the 
violent, bludgeoning murder of former Sarasota Mayor 
Harry L. Higel on the morning of January 7, 1921, a crime 
which occurred on the north end of Siesta Key.
Rube Allyn, Sr. was eventually acquitted of the crime and 
released. The evidence makes for extremely interesting 
reading but at the time was deemed to be circumstantial, 
and the murderer, whoever it was, evaded justice. According 
to my research, Rube Allyn Sr. had an interesting life with 
more than one instance of fisticuffs and violence woven into 
his story. Certainly though, Pinellas County would not name 
one of its best artificial reefs for a man suspected of murder. 
Would it?
No, it would not. Rube 
Allyn Senior was father 
of six, including Rupert 
Royce “Rube” Allyn, 
Junior. The younger 
Rube graduated from 
Sarasota High School, 
and like his father 
went into journalism 
and writing. He was 
an adventurer and 
author, and sometimes 
was thought of as 
Tampa Bay’s hometown 
version of Ernest 
Hemingway. He, like 
Hemingway was a 
war veteran, serving in 
submarines during World War II. He was a writer who was a 
long-time fishing editor for the St. Petersburg Times known 
for romanticizing fishing in his works. He also wrote many 
books related to fishing, specifically here on the west coast 
of Florida. I found during my research that he wrote a book 
I bought when I was about ten at a small shop behind the 
Kingfish restaurant at John’s Pass. I dutifully carried that 
book in my tackle box until well into my forties! 
Also Hemingway-esque, he was a colorful figure who 
liked to have an enjoyable time and who left us with many 
interesting stories. For one, he was an outdoors-man who 
became a legendary local fishing expert. He operated a 
shark-fishing business during the Great Depression until, 
as the story is told, a twelve-foot bull shark “ate” his 
homemade boat. A real-life version of Benchley’s Captain 
Quint forty years earlier!
In another tale rooted to Rube’s reputation as a local ladies’ 
man, one day he was aboard a boat heading out of John’s 
Pass for a day of sportfishing, when a spurned paramour 
spotted him. Unhappy with the conclusion of the relationship, 
she shouted out in earshot of many witnesses, “Rube Allyn, 
you are the biggest liar in town!” Rube, without missing a 
beat, replied, “and you, madam, are the most beautiful 
woman upon whom I have ever laid my eye,” leaving her to 
draw one of two equally unpleasant conclusions.
So, if you are a SCUBA diver or a fisherman, the next time 
that you visit the Rube Allyn remember that you are visiting 
a site meant to remember a local bit of Pinellas County’s 
history. A site named for a fishing and story-telling pioneer 
in our area. 
Now, we know!
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CENTRAL PARK PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 2022 SUMMER SERIES 
Christie Lenée: Friday, June 3 at 8pm - Fingerstyle guitarist Christie Lenée is often described as “Michael Hedges meets 
Joni Mitchell and Dave Matthews.” Her music integrates melodic pop lyricism with catchy hooks and percussive, harmonic 
textures. She frequently supports tours with Tommy Emmanuel, Melissa Etheridge and Amy Ray (Indigo Girls) to name a few, 
who have all raved about her talents. $14.50-$29.50 advanced. Reserved theatre seating. 
L.A.X. – Larue/AleXander: Friday, June 10 at 8pm - A power trio described by reviewers as “Stevie Ray Vaughan meets 
the Dixie Dregs,” the longtime band mates of L.A.X. have a powerful and energetic Blues Rock sound that covers a wide 
expanse of musical ground. Featuring bassist Dave Larue (Joe Satriani, John Petrucci), guitarist and lead vocalist Glenn 
Alexander (Max Weinberg 7, Mahavishnu Project), and drummer Van Romaine (Enrique Iglesias, Steve Morse Band). $19.50 
advanced. Reserved cabaret seating. 
Hot Tonic Orchestra: Saturday, June 11 at 8pm - Described as Postmodern Jukebox meets Amy Winehouse, the Hot Tonic 
Orchestra fuses jazz with Latin rhythms, funk and soul, tied together by original arrangements. Co-led by vocalist/bassist 
Victoria Woods and guitarist Josh Hindmarsh, the band mixes horns and a dynamic rhythm section, performing throughout 
the USA and abroad in Australia and New Zealand. $9.50 advanced. Reserved cabaret seating. 
Buckcherry: Friday, July 8 at 8pm - SoCal hard rockers Buckcherry has traversed the interesting territory of the rock spectrum 
in more than two decades: classic Rock, post-grunge, punk—even a little rockabilly. The group gained popularity in the early 
2000s after a run of opening shows for AC/DC and later became well known for monster hits like “Lit Up” and “Sorry.” 
Reformed with a new lineup in 2006, their album “15” contained their biggest crossover hits to date - “Crazy Bitch,” and 
their first Billboard Hot 100 top ten hit - “Sorry.” $29.50 advanced. Standing room/limited seating. 
The Copper Piano Dueling Piano Show: Saturday, July 9 at 8pm - This unique and wildly entertaining dueling pianos show 
engages audiences from young to old in a musical journey of sing-along, clap-along and dance-along song requests made 
by the audience themselves. Led by two talented and high-energy musicians who have played to a wide range of audiences 
and gatherings across the globe, this event will be a night full of laughs, singing, and pure fun! $19.50 advanced. Reserved 
cabaret seating.  
Tickets are on sale now and can be purchased by phone at (727) 587-6793, online at LargoArts.com, or at the CPPAC Box 
Office located at 105 Central Park Drive in Largo.  
The Central Park Performing Arts Center is a multi-purpose facility featuring a 443-seat theatre, a 200-person grand ballroom, 
and the Historic Largo Feed Store which holds 100. The Center promotes and encourages performing arts among the Tampa 
Bay community, hosting a variety of national, regional, and local artists and groups. Each space is fully equipped to rent for 
corporate functions, company meetings, receptions, and special events. For more information, visit LargoArts.com. 
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PSFRD NEW FIRE ENGINE’S 
“WASHDOWN” CEREMONY 

By Pete Magnani

The image of a fire engine brings many emotions to mind, 
particularly strength and dependability, as well as the hope 
and relief the truck will bring to those in crisis. Fire engines 
typically have about a 15-year lifespan, but in 2020 
Pinellas Suncoast Fire and Rescue District’s Squad 26 
was approaching twenty years in service. Anticipating the 
rescue pumper’s necessary retirement, PSFRD’s Apparatus 
Committee began the arduous process of designing a 
replacement. 
Almost two years later, Fire Chief Jeff Davidson, a 
contingent of local government leaders, and about 100 
community members welcomed the new Squad 26 into 
service with a traditional Washdown Ceremony at PSFRD 
Station 27 on Indian Rocks Beach.
The “Washdown” or “Housing” ceremony has a long 
tradition in the fire service dating back to the days when 
horses pulled carts from the firehouse to the emergency 
scene. When a new piece of equipment was obtained, the 
firefighters and community would clean the apparatus as 
a form of blessing, then the crew would push it into the 
equipment bay as a team. 
After the Pledge of Allegiance and an Invocation by 
PSFRD Chaplain Father John, Chief Davidson gave a brief 
history of the department’s evolution from a small band of 
volunteers with a hand-drawn water cart to the professional 
organization that currently serves Indian Rocks Beach, 
Indian Shores, Belleair Beach, Belleair Shore, and part of 
the unincorporated mainland. 
The ceremony began with Firefighter Patrick Schwab tolling 
the station’s bell, an homage to the days when the bell 
was rung to call the volunteers to respond to the firehouse 
for an emergency. His father, Shift Commander Dennis 
Schwab, was a 28-year veteran of the Indian Rocks Fire 
Department before his passing in 1994. Patrick was raised 
around the firehouse and served as an explorer and a 
volunteer before becoming a career firefighter.
After the blessing, Firefighter Schwab sprayed Squad 
26 with the portable water can from the pumper it was 
replacing. PSFRD staff, along their families and other 
attendees cleaned and dried the truck. The firefighters then 
pushed Squad 26 into the apparatus bay and the event 
concluded with refreshments provided by Crabby Bill’s and 
Pipo and Betty’s. 
Squad 26 will be stationed in Indian Shores but will serve 
all the communities protected by PSFRD.
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Community News
BELLEAIR WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB 
The Belleair Women’s Republican Club will host a Candidate 
Forum for newly redrawn District 13 (Florida State House of 
Representatives), on Friday, June 3,  from 11:30 am until 1 
pm at the Belleair Country Club, One Country Club Lane, 
Belleair. A check for $32 for the luncheon will reserve a 
seat if received by May 30th. Please mail check to: BWRC 
Treasurer Robin Schenck, 301Belleview Blvd., Belleair, FL 
33756. Unfortunately, no walk ups can be accommodated. 
LARGO ART ASSOCIATION
They meet weekly at the Largo Community Center (400 
Alternate Kean Rd, Largo). It is a gathering of local artists to 
paint and network. They have open studio, Juried member 
shows and periodic demonstrations. If you are interested, 
join on Fridays between 10am and 2pm. Call 
727-518-3131.
CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
The Club is one of the oldest Yacht Clubs in the country, 
continuing the long-standing tradition the world over. You 
don’t need a boat to join in the fun at CYC in Clearwater 
Beach. Many members don’t have boats. Their social activities 
center around parties in their restaurant or at their Tiki Bar. 
Their Summer Membership program began in May and runs 
through September 30th. It has no initiation fee and monthly 
dues are $250, with no food minimum, just lots of fun in the 
Florida sun. Summer members can use the pool, tiki bar, dining 
room and other amenities, including participating in weekly 
parties. Best of all, you can meet new people. It is a great way 
to see for yourself how much fun it is, with no obligations. You 
can end your membership whenever you wish, or convert to 
a permanent member in the Fall. Call the Yacht Club’s office, 
447-6000. Learn more at ClearwaterYachtCLub.org, or e-mail 
Office@ClearwaterYachtClub.org.

MILITARY ORDER OF WORLD WARS 
The Clearwater chapter of the Military Order of the World 
Wars meets first Tuesdays at the Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 
Palm Blvd., Dunedin. 
Social hour is at 11:30 am followed by lunch and a short 
program. Active duty, retired, or former Military officers and 
their spouses, or widows, are invited to attend. The MOWW 
welcomes those interested to RSVP for lunch, by calling 
Richard Gouin at 727-789-6754.
BEACH WALK WEEK 
The 13th annual Beach Walk Week sponsored by Chapel 
by the Sea raised a record breaking $28,578.26 for Hope 
Villages of America. 
2023 will again be a live, in-person event headquartered 
at the Palm Pavilion with the long-standing support of hosts 
Ken Hamilton and the Hamilton Family.

FLORIDA BOTANICAL GARDENS
The Majeed Discovery Garden Groundbreaking Ceremony 
is June 11 from 9 to 11am. There will be a reception, 10 am 
ceremony, followed by light refreshments. Join them at the 
McKay Creek Plaza at 12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo.
The Discovery Garden will have magical places where kids 
can interact with plants, see how food and fibers grow, and 
experience the role of birds, butterflies, and bees in nature. 
This garden will not only expose youngsters to our natural 
Florida environment, but will also provide marvelous 
learning opportunities.
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Community News
WELCOME NEWCOMERS CLUB
This club is open to the women of Pinellas County; all are 
welcome to come and socialize. They meet at local country 
clubs or restaurants on the first Tuesday of each month with 
programs, activities or speakers of interest.
The next luncheon will be at the Belleair Country Club on 
June 7th at 11:30 am. The program will be on Hurricane 
Preparedness by Jessica McCracken from Pinellas County 
Emergency Management. Please contact Judy at 
512-789-5686 
BEACH ART CENTER
Submitted by Patricia Thomas
We are extremely excited to announce that Andrea Harms 
has taken on the full-time position of Operations Manager at 
the Beach Art Center. The Beach Art Center has operated for 
the past several years without full-time management as we 
focused on re-building our programs and making necessary 
improvements to our building with the help of dedicated 
volunteers, board members and our generous community. 
Barbara Parker has served as both the Operations Manager 
and Board President. 
Barbara will continue to serve as the Board President and pass 
the management torch to Andrea. Irene Zafferes will continue 
in her critical role executing all elements of the Front Office. 
The Beach Art Center & our members, students, teachers & 
guests are so grateful for Irene’s support and dedication. 
Andrea Harms has been a part-time contractor with the Beach 
Art Center for four years however her relationship with BAC 
goes back much further. Andrea and her husband Christian 
have raised their family in Indian Rocks Beach. Andrea’s 
children participated in Creative Kid’s Camp and Andrea has 
taken classes here for years and won awards for her work.
As part of her new role, Andrea will continue to manage our 
website, social media and class booking system along with 
creating graphic arts and promotional materials. Andrea’s 
responsibilities will expand to include facilities & financial 
management along with working with Irene, and volunteers 
to ensure future growth and success of the Beach Art Center. 
Creative Kids Camp is BACK at the Beach Art Center! Eight 
weeks are available, with up to three options each week. 
Check out our website www.beachartcenter.org/kids-camp 
for full options. You will find options in Pottery, Painting, 
Claymation, Print Making, Story Creation, The Art of Story 
Telling, Cartooning, Preserving Our Planet, Mythological 
Imaginary Animal - and the list goes on! We have a camp 
that will spark interest with about ANY child! Camps run 9am 
- 3pm, Monday - Friday. Weekly Camps will run from June 6 
to Aug 5. Prices are $225 per week ($200 for members of the 
Beach Art Center)
Our Kid’s Show will run through June 30. See our website for 
entry information. 
ART ON THE ROCKS 
While many of our weekly classes will be on hiatus while camp 
is in session, Art on the Rocks will continue. These classes run 
in the evenings, instruction and all materials are included. 
Have fun and leave with a completed project!
• Fri 6/10 - Beach Scenes Resin Jewelry
• Sat 6/11 - Mermaid Wine Glasses
For information or to register, visit beachartcenter.org. The 
Beach Art Center is located in Indian Rocks Beach at 1515 
Bay Palm Blvd.




