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Sugar Sands April 8-24
This year’s Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival theme is 
“SANDimals - An Animal Adventure.” - page 13

By Bob Griffin, Publisher

LLiving here, the 
I n t r a c o a s t a l 
Waterway (ICW) 

seems to just be a 
body of water that 
runs between the Sand 
Key Island and Pinellas 
County’s mainland. We 
think of it as a channel 
for boating from 
Clearwater to Tarpon 
Springs or south to the 
Skyway Bridge or even 
to St. Petersburg, but 
our portion of the ICW 
is a small part of a bigger, overlapping system of waterways stretching from 
New Jersey to Brownsville, Texas parallel to the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of 
Mexico - over 3,000 miles long. 
The Waterway is not naturally occurring, it was built. It is composed of natural 
inlets, rivers, and bays that are connected by man-made canals. 
On the west coast of Florida, the Waterway stretches from about Tarpon Springs to Ft Myers, then 
it crosses Florida through Lake Okeechobee. The section connecting the East and West Coasts of 
Florida has been affectionately nicknamed “The Big Ditch.” 
As far back as 1775, the government recognized a need to move people and products safely by ship 
on the nation’s rivers, lakes and oceans. Land travel was slow and dangerous; waterways moved 
goods quickly. During the Revolutionary War, a version of the Corps of Engineers that was part of the 
actual Army, was created. It was tasked with finding waterways safe to travel.   -Continued on page 6

George Feaster
Involved in many 
organizations and 
businesses over the years, 
he is much more than a 
retired Funeral Director 

- page 22

Founder of the Clearwater 
Sailing Center Dies 

 A life long sailor, Norman Olsen founded many 
sailing groups throughout his 91 years.
                                                                       -page 25

BUILDING THE BUILDING THE 
INTRACOASTAL WATERWAYINTRACOASTAL WATERWAY

Learn Italian at the 
Beach Art Center

Interested in learning to 
speak Italian? Retired 
sports anchor Roberto 
Alvarez brings his Italian 
class to the Beach Arts 
Center                 - page 26
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APRIL
April Fool’s Day   1 
Ramadan Begins   2 
Dunedin Highland Games  2
Tour the Botanical Gardens  2
Indian Rocks Citywide Garage Sale 2-3 
Footloose in The Park Opens  6 
MLB Opening Day   7 
Francis Wilson Playhouse “Art”   7-17
Pawfest Largo Central Park 9 
Market In The Bluffs   9 
Sugar Sands Festival  8-24 
Holocaust Remembrance Day  12 
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer  14 
CCWC’s Champa Bay Elimination     14
Federal Taxes Day   15 
Good Friday,   15 
Public Schools Closed 15 
Easter Sunday    17 
Dyngus Day     18 
Main Sail Art Festival 16-17 
Bluff’s Business Assn   21 
Earth Day  22 
Administrative Professionals Day  27 

Arbor Day    29 
Fly Me To The Moon  30 
Beach Fest Indian Rocks Beach  30 
MAY 
May Day        1 
Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins     1 
Recycling Event Seminole High  1 
Teacher Appreciation Week  2-6 
Cinco De Mayo    5 
Francis Wilson “The Producers”  5-22
Derby Day    7 
Mother’s Day  8 
Footloose in the Park Ends  8 
Belleair Bluff’s Business Assn  12 
Puppy Love Fund Raiser   1-7
Postal Workers Food Drive  14 
Stone Crab Season Ends  15 
Hands Across The Sands  21 
Armed Forces Day   21 
John Meeks Golf Tournament  23 
Safe Boating Week  23-29 
Last Day Of Public Schools  26 
Memorial Day Monday   30 

BELLEAIR AREA 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area 
inside. We call it a Neighborhood 
Newsletter because it is about your 
neighborhood. It is mailed to the 
entire Belleair Area - a total of about 
8,000 households - six times a year.
Do you need another copy of this 
newsletter. You may pick up additional 
copies of this newsletter at all City 
Halls, Panara Bread, UPS Store and 
the Belleair Market. Call 430-8300 if 
you need more than a few.
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. 
We want your input. Did you like 
this issue? What suggestions do you 
have for future articles? Call or email 
us with your comments, or take our 
Online survey at beachnewsletters.
com. Follow us on Facebook for 
ongoing local news.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-430-8300 
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN
 IN JUNE

 CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENTS

CITY NUMBERS
CITY OF BELLEAIR BLUFFS
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd City Hall:               584-2151
 Fire Dept:               587-6714 
MAYOR - Chris Arbutine, Sr   
COMMISSIONERS — 
  Joseph A. Barkley, III • Suzy Sofer
  Stephen McNally • Taylour Shimkus 
CITY OF BELLEAIR BEACH
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646
 Fire Dept:               595-1117
 MAYOR - Joseph Manzo 
 COMMISSIONERS — Robyn Ache
  Frank Bankard • Glenn Gunn • Leslie Notaro
  Dave Gattis Vice Mayor • Rita Swope  
TOWN OF BELLEAIR SHORE
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
 Fire Dept:               595-1117
 MAYOR: Robert E. Schmidt, Jr.
 COMMISSIONERS — Mike Tolbert
  Dorothy Niewlarowski • Douglas Seith 
  Mike Tolbert •   Steve Bloom , Vice Mayor  
TOWN OF BELLEAIR TownofBelleair.com
901 Ponce de Leon Blvd, Belleair     588-3769
 Public Works:       588-3795 
 Police Dept:       588-3769
 MAYOR - Mike Wilkinson
 COMMISSIONERS — Tom Shelly • Tom
 Kurey • Thomas Nessler • Coleen Chaney 
CITY OF LARGO www.Largo.com
201 Highland Ave, Info:          587-6700
 Fire Dept:          587-6714
 Police:                                    586-7427
 MAYOR - Woody Brown
 VICE MAYOR - Michael Smith
 COMMISSIONERS — Eric Gerard
  John Carroll • James Robinson 
  Samantha Fenger • Donna Holck-----------------------------------------
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH     582-6177
DUKE POWER            443-2641
BELLEAIR REC CENTER      518-3728
BELLEAIR FINE ARTS SOCIETY 934-4304
BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB     585-9633

BELLEAIR BRIDGE GROUP  669-5283
BELLEAIR ROTARY CLUB
Sebastian Berdychowski         265-6658
BELLEAIR WOMENS REPUBLICAN CLUB
President            256-710-8197
BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
Marjorie Rose           238-8691
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Laura Katz, President     735-7574
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
Lois O’Donnell     595-1349
BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Bonnie Trembulak      686-8797 
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB  316-5504
CLEARWATER SAILING      517-7776
-------------------------------------------
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO     464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES     464-3377 
  Karen Seel            464-3278
STATE:
Senator Ed Hooper,     727-771-2102
  Republican, District 16
  3450 East Lake Road Ste 305, Palm Harbor
  Hooper.Ed.web@flsenate.gov
Senator Jeff Brandes         727-395-2512
  Republican, Dist. 24 
  3637 Fourth St. N., Ste 101 St. Pete
  Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Nick DiCeglie  727-588-7090
   Republican, District 66
  1940 West Bay Drive, Ste 4, Largo
  nick.diceglie@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Ron DeSantis
  Ron.DeSantis@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
 Marco Rubio                  202-224-3041
 www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Rick Scott . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
  www.RickScott.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Charlie Crist . . . . . . . . . . .202-225-5961
 696 1st Ave N., Suite #203, St. Pete
 www.Crist.House.Gov

This newsletter is published by 
GRIFFIN PRODUCTIONS, Inc. 
and is mailed to 8,000 households 
occupied residence and business 
in Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, 
Harbor Bluffs, and part of Largo. We 
are not officially associated with any 
city government.

PUBLISHERS
Bob & Becky Griffin
ART DIRECTION

Becky Griffin
SALES

727-430-8300 
CONTACT INFO

P.O. Box 1314
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785

BeachNewsletters.com

If you are interested in advertising, 
we offer resident, multi-city and 

annual discounts. Ads need to be 
reserved one month in advance. 

E-mail:bob@griffindirectories.com 
for more information.

© 2022 Griffin Productions, Inc.
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Did You Know

ST CECELIA STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN SCIENCE FAIR 
The Pinellas Regional Science and Engineering Fair was held 
in February and eleven students from St. Cecelia Catholic 
School participated. All eleven of the students placed, with 
five students earning 1st place awards, four students earning 
2nd place awards and two students earning 3rd place awards.  
Additionally, two students took home two special awards.

1st Place Animal Science - Senait Alier
1st Place Physics - Andrew Poulos
2nd Place Physics - Gregory Girgenti
2nd Place Earth & Environmental Science - Caroline Bishop
3rd Place Earth & Environmental Science - Faith DeRing
1st Place Chemistry - Malerie Daigneault
2nd Place Chemistry - Parker Barry
1st Place Health Science - Brooke McNay
2nd Place Microbiology - Niko Klein                                 

NEW HEAD OF BELLEAIR REC CENTER Bobby Yevich 
was recently appointed by the Town of Belleair as Director of 
Community Engagement, a position that includes being head 
of the Recreation Department. His father, John, was head of 
Belleair Rec Department for thirty years and retired in 2011. 
“I knew Bobby when he was very young; he used to play here,” 
says Town Manager JP Murphy. “Now he is grown up and 
running the place.”
Bobby Yevich graduated from USF in 2009 with a degree in 
elementary education, and earned a Masters Degree from 
Notre Dame in 2015 in Educational Leadership. 
“I could not be more excited,” Bobby said. “Belleair has always 
been home.”                
MARKET IN THE BLUFFS Two more Markets will be held in 
Belleair Bluffs this season - April 9 and May 14 - before taking 
a break for the summer. The Market is in front of City Hall at 
2747 Sunset Blvd 9am to 2pm and is pet friendly.   
2022 ST. ANTHONY’S 
TRIATHLON The 
St. Anthony’s Triathlon 
returns April 29-May 
1. Event organizers 
are eager to host an 
exciting and safe race 
for all participants, 
fans and volunteers. 
The ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic 
and the summer 2021 resurgence of the virus caused the 
cancellation of the 2020 and 2021 Triathlons. Register at 
www.runsignup.com/Race/FL/SaintPetersburg/StAnthonys. 
Events will include the Olympic, Sprint and Meek & Mighty 
triathlons. For more information about the events, visit 
SATriathlon.com. 
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and More...
CATHY DEKARZ RESIGNS 
In March, Cathy DeKarz, 
assistant to the Town Manager 
and interim Director of 
Community Engagement 
accepted another job and 
resigned her position with the 
Town of Belleair.
“Leaving Belleair will be difficult 
as I’ve been a part of this 
community my entire life,” says 
DeKarz at her last Town Hall 
Meeting. “I have been here since 
I was a kid; I volunteered at the 
Rec Center when I was 16 and later became an employee. I 
have worked with some truly incredible people here.”
Cathy recently completed her graduate degree in business 
administration. One of her last contributions to the Town was 
the publication of the Town’s Resident Guide, out this month.                 
PAWFEST RETURNS Sunday, April 10 from Noon – 4pm the 
Kiwanis Club of Largo/Mid-Pinellas presents the 16th Annual 
kids and Canine Carnival at Largo Central Park. Fun for 
everyone, including the family dog, there will be kids carnival 
games, a doggy shopping mall and a student talent show. 
There will be plenty of food and drinks to satisfy the human 
appetite, and even a little something for the dog!                
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED If you love Clearwater Beach and 
appreciate the masterful art of sand sculpting, sign up to 
volunteer for the 2022 Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival taking 
place April 8-24. To sign up, visit SugarSandFestival.com.                 
WHAT TO DO IF YOU HOOK A PELICAN Although its 
wingspan is over 6 ½ feet, a pelican weighs only eight to ten 
pounds, and your fishing line will hold it. Remember, the bird 
won’t know you are trying to help and will try to defend itself. 
NEVER CUT THE LINE IF YOU CATCH A PELICAN.
Enlist a partner to help you. Extra hands and tools are useful 
and while pelicans do no have teeth, they have a hook at 
their beak’s tip with sharp edges. Put on sunglasses for eye 
protection. Reel the bird in slowly and evenly; jerking the line 
will increase injury. Then grasp the bird firmly and cover the 
bird’s head with a towel or shirt to calm it. Hold the beak firmly 
and slightly open so the pelican can breathe easily. Fold the 
wings gently and firmly against the bird’s body, before you 
remove the hook.   
PET FOOD DONATIONS Pet Supermarket 
at 2620 West Bay Drive, across from Publix, 
collects dog and cat food donations for the 
Pinellas County Animal Services in Largo. 
Buy an extra bag to donate when you shop, 
or you do not have to buy it there - you can 
bring it in and drop it in their collection bin. 
Pet Supermarket will deliver it to the shelter.   
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN JUNE If you need 
another copy of this newsletter, you may pick 
up one up at all City Halls, Panara Bread, 
The UPS Store and the Belleair Market. Call 
430-8300 if you need more than a few. 
Read this issue, and others, Online at 
BeachNewsletters.com and follow us on Facebook for 
ongoing local news. 
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BUILDING THE ICW, continued
Everyone knew moving goods and 
people by boat from the north to the 
south was the most efficient method, 
but there was no safe route. The Atlantic 
Ocean, with its winds and sometime 
high waves, was often not favorable 
to boat traffic and much of the inland 
waterways were subject to erosion and 
changed through shifting sediment. A 
national policy was needed to dredge 
and maintain the inland waterways. 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was 
officially established in June of 1802 by 
President Thomas Jefferson. In 1808, U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Albert Gallatin, drafted 
a report on existing, possible and likely 
avenues of transportation improvements 
the Corps of Engineers could create. His 
report covered the United States’ east 
coast from Massachusetts to Georgia. 
(The U.S. did not own Florida yet.) 
Gallatin’s $20 million, ten-year plan was 
never enacted.
After the War of 1812, the United States 
passed the “General Survey Act of 1824” 
authorizing the Corps of Engineers to 
survey roads and canals for the growing 
nation. Finally, the Corps of Engineers 
was given the authority to do something. 

In 1887 the government established 
federal regulations fo0r railroads and 
waterways. In the early 1890s, the diesel 
engine was invented putting more boats 
on the waterways transporting fuels 
primarily coal. Fuel consumption was up 
and studies were conducted to find the 
most efficient methods for moving cargo  
leading to the “Rivers and Harbors Act 
of 1909.” It set a national policy for an 
intracoastal waterway from Boston to 
the Rio Grande. Florida, ahead of the 
curve , had started construction in 1874 
and its portion was completed in 1912. 

The opening of the 
Panama Canal renewed 
interest in U.S. waterway 
transportation. The 
Canal made an easy 
route to the west coast.
Between 1910 and 
1914, existing channels 
were deepened and 
widened. 
When World War I 
began, there was a 
desperate need for bulk 
cargo transport and 
congress passed the 
“Federal Barge Lines 
Act,” leading to cheaper transportation 
for farm commodities through the 
standardization of freight barges. 
The waterways flourished and 
expanded in the 1920s. The Louisiana 
and Texas Intracoastal Waterways 
were constructed, and New Orleans 
waterways were surveyed. During 
World War II German submarines 
sank our merchant ships off the East 
Coast, bringing the importance of the 
Intracoastal Waterway to the forefront, 
again. The project was fast-tracked and 
finally in June of 1949, the Intracoastal 
Waterway project was technically 
complete. 
At first, the government tried to establish 
a minimum depth of 12 feet. Today, 
federal law requires commercial 
waterways have a minimum depth of 
7-9 feet, although there are some areas 
where even that is impossible. 
By law, there are no tolls on the 
waterway, but in many areas fuel taxes 
have been added over the years. In 
1980 a barge fuel tax was set at 4¢ 
per gallon charged only to commercial 
users. It was raised to 10¢ a gallon in 
1986. Today the incremental fuel tax is 
20¢ a gallon. 
In 1980, the US Treasury created the 
“Inland Waterways Trust Fund” which 
covers half the cost of the ICW’s new 
construction and rehabilitation. The 
“Water Resources Development Act of 
1986” was created to nationally manage 
all water resources and priorities. 
Today the ICW connects with the 
Great Lakes waterway system allowing 
travel to the Mississippi River down to 
New Orleans. It sees a good deal of 
commercial activity with barges hauling 
petroleum, farm products, building 
materials and manufactured goods. 
The waterway through Tampa Bay 
(under the Skyway) leading to and 
from downtown Tampa is designated 
commercial and overseen by the Coast 

Guard and Army Corps of Engineers. 
Some areas of the ICW though, such as 
the area from St Pete Beach to Tarpon 
Springs, are designated as recreational, 
because goods are not ship on those 
waters. Here, those areas are managed 
by Pinellas County and the Coast 
Guard, who provides the navigational 
Channel Markers. Several Federal 
agencies including the Army Corps of 
Engineers are involved in local issues 
such as dredging. 
The Pinellas County Sheriff’s Department 
patrols most of Pinellas County’s ICW 
in a dozen boats. The Clearwater Police 
Department patrols the waterway within 
their city limits.
The various draw bridges along 
Florida’s ICW are owned by the 
Florida Department of Transportation, 
but are managed and maintained by 
Drawbridge Services, a subsidiary of 
Florida Drawbridges, Inc. The privately 
owned company manages seven 
bridges on Florida West Coast. 
Today, the Intracoastal Waterway 
is still used for a good amount of 
commercial activity, but of course, also 
for recreational purposes.  
Tourism has been greatly increased by 
the completed ICW. Boat owners often 
sail up and down the ICW preferring 
to navigate the waterway rather than 
the open ocean. It is used extensively 
by recreational boaters for fishing, 
swimming and visiting local restaurants.
Many Snowbirds use the East Coast ICW 
to move from northern to southern ports 
as the weather cools. The waterway 
allows access to major ports in popular 
cities and states such as Savannah, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Delaware, and, 
of course, the North Carolina Beaches.
So, the next time you jump in your boat 
and head up or down the Intracoastal, 
remember you are riding on just a small 
part of a 3,000-mile water highway.  i

Opening of one of the  five locks along The 
Okeechobee Waterway that extends from 
the Atlantic Ocean at Stuart Florida, to the 
Gulf of Mexico at Ft. Myers.
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TAX CHANGES FOR 2022
by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
Last year there was an abundance 
of proposed tax changes. Many, 
although not all, were aimed mostly 
at the wealthy. Many overreacted 
and made hasty decisions about 
what “might” happen and as it 
turned out didn’t. 
But that doesn’t mean changes did 
not occur. For those still working, 
the Social Security tax of 6.2% 
is now applied to $147,000 of 
wages. That means those earning 
this amount will pay $260 more.
The amount that can be contributed to retirement plans 
increased for 401k, 403b, most 457, and Thrift Savings 
Plan, but not those for an IRA. Those limits remain $6000 
for those under age 50 and a catch up of $1000 for those 
age 50 and above. A participant can now set aside up to 
$20,500 and if 50 or older another $6,500 as a catch 
up. Should you not be putting in the maximum, increase 
your contribution by at least 10%. If your employer matches 
contributions, then be sure to set aside enough to at least 
get 100% of the match. It is almost like free money. 
Many of our business owners and those self-employed have 
set up a defined contribution plan which has a maximum 
contribution in 2022 of $61,000, inclusive of the regular 
401k contribution. It is possible to set aside much more in 
many situations if the business has a defined benefit plan. 
On the income tax side, the tax percentages stayed the 
same, but the brackets increase by about 3%. The standard 
deduction was increased to $25,900 for married and 
$12,950 for singles. For those that are itemizing there is no 
limit to the amount that can be deducted. 
Turning to gift and estate taxes, the maximum annual 
gift tax exemption rose to $16,000. This means a couple 
could give away $32,000 per person to as many people 
as they want. It is a powerful estate planning tool that does 
not reduce your lifetime exemption but is unfortunately 
underutilized by many. The estate tax lifetime exemption 
was increased to $12,060,000 which means a married 
couple need a taxable estate of over $24.12 million. Keep 
in mind, however, that the new rules from the 2017 tax act 
sunset in 2026 and the amount will likely be cut in half.
Why not start the new year with a review of your tax and 
retirement plan by taking advantage of our one-hour 
complimentary consultation?

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chair and CEO 
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, info@provise.com 

The information herein is general and educational in nature 
and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and 
regulations are complex and are subject to change.
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise 
Management Group, LLC.
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LOCAL RESIDENT WRITES AND ILLUSTRATES CHILDREN’S BOOK
Largo resident Linda Hansen is an author/illustrator and 
recently self-published a children’s picture book, “Otto the 
Otter, A Big Surprise.” She both wrote the book and created 
the watercolor paintings illustrations.

“Otto the Otter, A Big Surprise” is the true story of a North 
American river otter who we see in the retention pond of our 
subdivision in Largo. When the Hansens bought their home, 
they assumed the pond was common property. Much to their 
surprise, two days before closing, they discovered that they 
owned the pond! The pond has brought them much joy. 
Through the Hansens lifelong love of animals, they have 
been able to identify thirty-three species of wading birds and 
ducks who have visited the pond. Of course, there are the 
expected frogs and turtles, but the biggest surprise and joy is 
their otter who they call Otto. “Otto the Otter, A Big Surprise” 
is a true story that tells about Otto... and, to tell you more 
would spoil the surprise.

Hansen grew up in St. Louis, Missouri, 
and moved to Largo seven years ago. 
She took art classes in high school but 
couldn’t follow her passion for art until 
she retired. Four years ago, she started 
to take art classes at the Beach Art 
Center in Indian Rocks Beach painting 
in watercolor and acrylics. Her style is 
often filled with bold color and though 
her work is not abstract, it is often 
thought of as being like the work done by the Fauve artists 
of Paris, a group of early 20th-century modern artists whose 
works emphasized painterly qualities and strong color over 
the representational or realistic values by other artists.
For twenty-five years, Hansen was the Executive Director of a 
non-profit that helped burn survivors and did burn prevention/
education. During this time Hansen created a book for the 
non-profit called “Beauty Is…” about self-esteem.
As Hansen only began painting four years ago, many would 
consider her a new painter. She started to write the book at 
the urging of a neighbor and self-published it on Amazon. 
Because of Otto and a good friend, Hansen realized she 
could start a new journey by combining her love of painting 
with another new adventure - writing. “Otto the Otter, A 
Big Surprise” is available on Amazon, in some local stores, 
and Hansen can be found at the Market in the Bluffs on the 
second Saturday of the month. You can also purchase books 
on her website, www.lindahansenauthor.com.
Linda Hansen is living proof that it is never too late to 
reinvent oneself, regardless of one’s age - even at 70+!
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15 YEARS OF 
INSURANCE 
This year, Great 
Florida Insurance 
is celebrating their 
fifteenth years 
in business. The 
husband-and-wife 
team of Faron Estep 
and Kristin Asbury 
have a combined 
total of 50 years 
insurance experience 
and specialize in 
personal lines. 
Visit their office in 
Largo at 12998 
Walsingham Road, Online at indianrocks.greatflorida.com, 
or call 727 -595-6000.                
FLIP FLOP SHOPS This new store selling the latest styles in 
flip flops and other things for your feet is opening in Belleair 
Bluffs.
“We exist to be the premier curator of beach and relaxation 
footwear,” their website explains. “We work with over 90 
fantastic footwear, apparel, and accessories brands, all in 
one simple location.
Find Flip Flop Shops soon at 2919 West Bay Drive, in the 
Bonefish Plaza, next to Cold Stone Creamery. Get more 
information a www.FlipFlopShops.com.  
NEED HELP PLANNING YOUR 
MOVE? Belleair resident Rachael 
Moore recently launched New 
Thresholds in the Tampa Bay area. It 
is a move management company that 
focuses on helping people declutter 
and downsize, while managing all of 
the details involved in relocating to 
a new home - packing, moving, and 
unpacking. Her niche is helping our 
older community as they transition 
from their homes into independent 
living communities or condos and 
townhouses.
She will handle every detail of home sale preparation and 
relocation, including decluttering, staging, deep cleaning, 
hiring movers, overseeing packing, disposition of unwanted 
items through donations, auctions, and estate sales, 
floorplanning, unpacking, organizing, and more. She 
handles all of it with white-glove service. She is a professional 
problem-solvers for people who feel overwhelmed by the 
process of moving.
You can reach her at 727.412.3699 or visit
www.NewThresholds.com.  
NEW BANK IN BELLEAIR BLUFFS Did you notice the 
demolition going on at West Bay at Twin Lakes—next to 
Venus Restaurant? The RE/MAX real estate building has been 
demolished and a Fifth/Third bank branch is being built.                  
BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If you have news for this Magazine, 
e-mail Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call 727-430-8300.

Business Briefs
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Business Briefs
NEW SURF SHOP IN 
LARGO Brook O’Hair 
celebrated the Grand 
Opening of her store Blacktop 
Surf Shop in February. She left 
the corporate world to pursue 
her lifelong dream of owning 
a local surf shop. Blacktop 
features unique apparel and 
accessories for men, women, 
children and the home. 
Find it at 12071 Indian 
Rocks Road, Largo and visit 
blacktosurfshop.com.  
MORPHEUS8 MICRONEEDLING RF FOR YOUTHFUL 
SKIN Do you want a deep dermal treatment that can help 
reduce the severity of age lines? Would you like to strengthen 
the connective tissues in your face and body to help restore the 
appearance and vitality of your skin?
If the answer is yes, then please visit The Dermaclinique for 
they Morpheus8 treatment. They have a cutting-edge solution 
that can help you transform your appearance safely, without 
the need for any surgical treatments.
Morpheus8 is a state-of-the-art fractional remodeling device 
designed to target and treat moderate to severe wrinkles and 
fine lines by targeting your deep dermal tissues. Morpheus8 
is specifically a microneedling and radiofrequency device that 
supercharges the traditional microneedling procedure to offer 
dramatic transformative results.
When used, Morpheus8 triggers the natural cellular 
regeneration process of the body. Through this, it helps heal 
the damaged and diseased cells in your face and body while 
also stimulating the production of fresh cells.
Dr. Priya Nayyar and Dr. Kathy Anderson, a team of board-
certified dermatologists offer Morpheus8 at Dermaclinique in 
Clearwater, located at 510 E. Druid Rd. and in St Petersburg at 
3085 Dr Martin Luther King Jr St N. Call for an appointment, 
727-462-5242 or visit TheDermaclinique.com for more 
information as well their online skincare store.  
ENGEL & VÖLKERS 
Celebrating thirteen years of 
business, Florida Real Estate 
Brokers Kelly Montgomery-
Kepler and Stephen Kepler, 
husband and wife, purchased 
the Engel & Völkers franchise 
in 2008 and opened the 
Tampa Bay area’s first Engel 
& Völkers shop in 2009. 
Engel & Völkers is a global 
real estate brokerage that 
originated in Hamburg, 
Germany in 1977, and has 
grown to over 1,000 thirty 
three countries around the world.
When my husband Stephen and I dove into the depths, services 
and core values of Engel & Völkers, we were eager to open 
our own shop, which was originally located in Clearwater and 
is now located at 2510 West Bay Dr. in Belleair Bluffs,” states 
Kelly Montgomery-Kepler, Owner and Licensed Partner of Engel 
& Völkers Belleair.
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NEW ART GALLERY 
IN THE PLAZA Carrie 
Smith Art Gallery is a 
new business in the 
Belleair Bluffs Plaza.  This 
gallery features all of 
Carrie’s award winning 
artwork, which consists of 
large scale oil portraits.  
Commissioned portrait 
paintings are welcome.
For more information, 
visit carrievsmith.com or 
call 419-545-4465.  
NO VACANCY The Plaza’s owner Erwin Scheuringer says 
his shopping property is now 100 percent fully leased. With 
the addition of Capello Jewelers, Sekushi and Carri Smith Art 
Gallery, “we are now sold out,” says a happy Scheuringer who 
also owns E&E Stakeout.                  

15 YEARS OF GREAT HAIR STYLES New 
Approach Hair Salon opened 15 years ago 
in May of 2007. The original shop was 
in the Bonefish Plaza but a few years ago 
owner Karen Luff moved it to a their present 
location at 2130 West Bay Drive. In addition 
to hair and nail service, they offer skin 
care and massage. Call 584-8664 for an 
appointment.                

BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION Their social after-hour 
meetings are normally held on the second Thursday of the 
month. Upcoming events include:

April 14: Linda Bullerman’s Home 5:30pm
April 21: Grand Opening First Trust Bank
May 12: Mixer at Creative Designs 5:30pm

To get involved, call Bonnie Trembulak at 686-8797 or Larry 
Bell at 644-9197. Visit www.BBAStrong.com.                                                                                              
PREMIER/SOTHEBY’S REAL 
ESTATE OFFICE OPENS IN 
THE BLUFFS After opening an 
office in downtown Clearwater, 
Sotheby’s /Premier opened 
a new office in March next to 
Bonefish Grill.
Kathleen Ogilvie managing 
broker in Belleair Bluffs and the 
new Beaches office in Indian Shores is one of Premier/Sotheby’s 
top producing Realtors.
“Sotheby’s has an incredible reputation in the industry,” 
Kathleen says. “I am honored to join this team and to open this 
new office.”
Premier Sotheby’s International Realty is headquartered in 
Naples, Florida, and has over 1,400 sales professionals in 
40 locations throughout Florida and North Carolina. Premier 
Sotheby’s International Realty also benefits from an association 
with the storied Sotheby’s auction house, established in 1744. 
Find the Belleair office at 2933 West Bay Drive, in the Bonefish 
Plaza or call 585-9600 to buy or sell your real estate.                  
CLOSED Harold Freeman Jewelers closed their doors in The 
Plaza Shopping Center on February 1st.

Business Briefs
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PIER 60 SUGAR SAND FESTIVAL RETURNS IN 2022 
The Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival returns to 
bright and beautiful Clearwater Beach in the 
spring of 2022. Event organizers are thrilled 
to announce the festival’s return April 8 to 24, 
2022. From architectural masterpieces created 
from Clearwater’s famous sugar sand to 
concerts, performers, and daily entertainment, 
the Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival is a fascinating 
event attracting visitors from around the world 
each year. The festival returns to Clearwater 
Beach in 2022 for its eighth and biggest year 
yet with the theme “SANDimals, An Animal 
Adventure.”
Fourteen world-class artists will craft 
elaborate sand sculptures from Clearwater’s 
internationally famous sugar sand. The works of art will be 
on display in a 21,000-square-foot structure. More than 
1,000 tons of Clearwater sand takes on a new life, bringing 
visitors on a “SANDtastic” adventure. The festival is a joint 
effort between Sunsets at Pier 60 Daily Festival, a 501(c)3 
organization and the city of Clearwater.
Tickets are on sale now. General admission tickets cost $12 
per person. Ages 3 and younger are free. Skip the line, and 
buy Online at SugarSandFestival.com/p/tickets. 
Discounted tickets for military personnel, police officers, 
firefighters, teachers and healthcare workers can be 
purchased for $10 each on “Frontline Fridays,” which are 
April 8, 15 and 22. These discounted tickets will be available 
at the gate only with proper identification. Other tickets can 
be purchased online. 

Baystar VIP Lounge tickets are on sale for $60 and include: 
• A fast lane entrance and ticket admission to the
         Sugar Sand Walk sculpture exhibit 
• A complimentary souvenir photo 
• An admission to the Baystar VIP Lounge 
• Three beer, wine or seltzer beverages 
• Two soda or bottled water beverages 
• A swag bag, which includes an insulated cooler tote,
       a festival-themed T-shirt, and a plush souvenir towel. 
• Access to air-conditioned VIP rooms 
• Warm, assorted appetizers from 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
The Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival is an annual event attracting 
visitors from around the world and this upcoming event will 
be the festival’s eighth and biggest year yet on bright and 
beautiful Clearwater Beach. 
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“MEOW NOW” PROTECTS FREE ROAMING CATS 
by Pete Magnani
Started in 2014, the Pinellas “Trap, Neuter, Vaccinate, and 
Return” (TNVR) program was developed in response to 
animal rights activists lobbying to address the estimated 
160,000 free-roaming and abandoned cats in the county. 
The program was implemented by MEOW Now, the short 
name for Managing and Ending Overpopulation Wisely. 
The organization is comprised of citizen advocates and 
representatives from SPCA Tampa Bay and the Humane 
Society of Pinellas.
Prior to the establishment of TNVR, it was illegal to provide 
food or water to strays in Pinellas. The pilot program 
rebranded the at-large population as “community cats” and 
established a colony database. Volunteer caregivers were 
trained to provide food, clean water and medical care to 

the felines, and the county 
ordinance was amended 
to legalize caring for these 
community cats.
The first part of the TNVR 
process is trapping the cats. 
They are then sedated, 
surgically sterilized, and 
given rabies and other 
vaccines. The tip of the left 
ear is removed, providing 
a visual aid to identify cats 
that have already been 
through the process. After 
a recovery period, the cats 

are released back into 
the same area they were 
found.
Kittens found at large are 
often too young or sick to 
be sterilized. To address 
this problem, MEOW 
Now developed a “Foster 
and Adopt” program 
to care for these kittens 
until they are old and 
healthy enough for the 
surgery. This also provides 
socialization, enabling the 
kittens to be put up for 
adoption instead of being released into the wild.
While caring for cats that are found at large is protected, it 
is still illegal for a pet owner to allow a domestic animal to 
roam freely. Domesticated cats lack the necessary skills to 
survive in the wild and can become targets of coyotes and 
other predators.  
Since the start of the program, MEOW Now estimates an 
average of 1,100 cats are treated annually and hundreds 
of kittens have been adopted into loving homes. The 
organization is a 501(c)3 non-profit, and the only provider 
of TNVR services in Pinellas County. The continued success 
of the program is entirely dependent on the generosity of 
donors and volunteers. For more information on TNVR and 
how you can help, visit meownowfl.org.
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UKULELE FEST 
DOWNTOWN CLEARWATER 

“Ukulele Fest in The District” brings ukulele music to 
Downtown Clearwater all day Saturday, April 23. This 
fun and educational festival will offer forty-five minute 
introductory courses throughout the day as well as continuous 
entertainment by well-known local and national artists.  
The Tampa Bay Ukulele Society (TBUS) will host the event 
with funding provided by the Clearwater Downtown 
Development Board, Replay Guitar, and Luna Ukuleles. 
TBUS is recognized as the largest active Ukulele Society in the 
nation with over 3000 members in Tampa Bay. In Southwest 
Florida that number grows to over 5000. TBUS has hosted a 
World Ukulele Day each February for the past seven years in 
Dunedin and at the State Fair that draws Ukulele enthusiasts 
from throughout the State. 
The emphasis of the festival will be on education as well 
as entertainment with forty-five-minute introductory courses 
being conducted throughout the day on the 400 block of 
Cleveland Street. Students of all ages can normally strum 
several familiar tunes after one introductory lesson. There 
will be continuous entertainment by well-known local and 
national artists along the 400 and 500 blocks of Cleveland 
Street and group jams and “strums and strolls” by up to 50 
players several times throughout the day.  
The day caps off with a free Gala Evening Concert at the 
Peace Memorial Church located at 110 South Ft Harrison 
Avenue. 
A meet and greet reception prior to the Concert will serve 
as a fundraiser for The Clearwater Free Clinic and includes 
Entry to a VIP reception with hors d’oeuvres , drinks & 
entertainment and priority reserved seating at Event.
The concert will feature local father-daughter favorites Steve 
and Amanda Boisen and internationally known acoustic 
recording artists The Birdwatchers. The concert is free, but 
ticketed. Go to Ukulelefestivalinthedistrict.com to register for 
your free tickets. Admission is limited. 

PUPPY LOVE BENEFIT
“And they called it, Puppy Love…”  
It’s time to celebrate twenty years of Puppy Love and you 
are invited to join Pet Pal Animal Shelter for their The Puppy 
Love Benefit - their largest fundraiser of the year. This fund 
raiser is is vital to the day-to-day operation of their facility, 
providing much needed funds for the care and recuperation 
of their animals. In 2021, they saved the lives of 474 dogs, 
329 cats and 11 critters, fostered 118 dogs and 132 cats, 
spayed/neutered 564 dogs and cats, treated 39 dogs for 
heartworm, rehabilitated animals from other ailments such 
as ringworm, mange, fractures, special surgeries and the list 
goes on…Because of you, they can continue to save lives, 
thank you. 
Help them reach their $100,000 goal while also winning 
amazing packages and items donated by community animal 
lovers and supporters. It’s FREE to register as a Bidder. 
Bidding will be open on May 1st and conclude on May 7th 
at 10pm. They ask that all bidders to pick up their winning 
items in St. Pete after Puppy Love.
In addition to the auction, donations and sponsorships are 
available. Donate to their 50/50 Raffle and split the grand 
total with the shelter. It’s FREE to enter the Raffle and there 
will be just one winner. It also runs May 1st to May 7th at 
10pm. The winner will be paid with a check. 
For more information or to register to participate, visit 
events.readysetauction.com/petpalanimalshelter/puppylove2022
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J.D.’S RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE SOLD
by Bob Griffin
After owning it for 37 years, 
the Downing family sold J.D.’s 
Restaurant to the owners of The 
Original Cabby Bill’s. 
The businesses and restaurants 
that have operated out of the 
J.D.’s location go way back  
and vary as it was not always a 
restaurant.
The building J.D.’s occupies 
today was built by Furman 
Moody about 1945. He and 
wife Elise operated Moody’s 
Drug Store there. 
Shera Bie, a long-time resident of Indian Rocks Beach, 
worked at Moody’s. “It was my first job, serving sodas and 
ice cream,” she says. “I worked there around 1948. There 
was a soda bar where you could buy a sandwich, cold drink, 
ice cream or pie. There was also a display area for selling 
beach things, such as towels, sandals, purses, bathing suits 
and t-shirts. A larger restaurant was soon added.”
Moody sold the building to Jimmy O’Neal,  who renamed 
the business O’Neal’s Restaurant. He was married (twice) 
to Mary Lou “Dubie” Mayers. Dubie was the restaurant’s 
operator and ran a second O’Neal’s in Belleair, where E&E 
Stakeout is today.
They owned the restaurant until November of 1985 when 
Tom and Jackie Downing bought it and changed the name 
to JD’s Restaurant and reopened it just one month after 

Hurricane Elena. Tom Downing named his restaurant 
J.D.’s, after his wife, Jackie. Eventually, their three children 
- Kip, Jay and Leslie, worked there doing everything from 
serving food to bartending. After Tom died in 2007, Jackie 
continued working with the children.
The Crabby Bill’s family bought J.D,’s in February. “We plan 
to leave J.D.’s just as the Downings made it,” says Matt 
Loder of the Original Crabby Bill’s. “We will do our best 
to continue J.D.’s popularity and the success the Downing 
family have entrusted to our family. I believe my father Bill 
Loder would be very happy with this addition.”

The Downings, Jackie with Kip, Jay and Leslie
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HELP US HELP YOU:
BUY FLOOD INSURANCE

By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
As a Pinellas County Commissioner, I am proud of the work our 
staff accomplishes for our residents, businesses and visitors. 
One of these ways is to continually improve our National 
Flood Insurance Program Community Rating System (CRS) 
classification, helping save millions of dollars in flood insurance 
premiums for unincorporated Pinellas County property owners 
and renters. 
Last Fall Pinellas County improved its CRS rating to a Class 
3—up from a Class 5. It’s a huge achievement. We’re the first 
Florida coastal community to achieve this rating and only the 
second Florida community ito have attained this milestone.
What does that mean to unincorporated Pinellas County flood 
insurance policy holders? They will receive up to a 35 percent 
discount on their flood insurance premiums, regardless of 
flood zone—up from a 10 percent discount in low or moderate 
risk zones and up from a 25 percent discount in high-risk 
zones. That discount is projected to save unincorporated 
policy holders more than $7.9 million per year in total annual 
flood insurance premiums. Because Pinellas County and most 
of its municipalities provide flood services and participate in 
the CRS, the savings adds up to more than $25 million per 
year countywide. To see if your community participates in the 
CRS and look up your discount visit fema.gov/cis/FL.pdf.
Getting the word out about buying flood insurance is one 
part of how we and our municipalities earn the higher CRS 
rating and the discounts. That is why I want to encourage all 
Pinellas County property owners and renters to learn their 
flood risk and how much flooding cqn cost, to p u r c h a s e 
flood insurance at our discounted rate, and to understand 
what is covered under the flood insurance policy.
Pinellas County understands insurance is a complicated topic. 
That’s why we offer free flood insurance technical assistance 
from professionals who provide reliable information about 
your flood risk and step-by-step advisement about purchasing 
and understanding flood insurance. Call (727) 464-7700 or 
to get in touch with one of our flood insurance advocates or 
visit pinellascounty.org/flooding/advocates.htm. 
Find your risk for flooding at floodmaps.pinellascounty.org to 
see if your property is in a high, moderate or low risk flood 
zone, floodplain or floodway. You can also learn if it’s in 
a storm surge area, how deep it could get and what your 
hurricane evacuation zone is. The maps also show if you live 
near protected areas that have natural floodplain functions. 
These areas store flood waters or buffer wave action while 
providing habitat for wildlife. You can also check if an 
elevation certificate is available for your property. 
If you’re thinking about building, build flood smart. Find out 
what the flood hazards and required standards are before 
you design your project. Pinellas County uses both FEMA data 
and maps to determine how high you need to build to be 
reasonably protected from flooding. Find out what permits 
are required and always hire a licensed contractor. Consider 
raising your AC unit and other utilities above your living floor 
to protect your investment from flood damage to lower your 
premium. If you are building new, consider building stronger 
to withstand future storms. Visit pinellascounty.org/flooding/
buildsmart.htm for more information. Contact Pinellas County 
Flood Information Services for more information by visiting 
pinellascounty.org/flooding or call (727) 464-7700. 
I hope this information serves you well. As always, I welcome 
your comments and concerns. Please email me at 
kseel@pinellascounty.org. I look forward to hearing from you.
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CLEARWATER BEACH’S COOTERS SOLD On April 1st after 
twenty-five years, Cooters Restaurant & Bar on Clearwater 
Beach will have a new owner and a new name. But don’t 
worry, you will still see your favorite servers as a majority of 
the staff, as well as owners Barry and Carol Mears’ daughter 
Amanda, will stay on with the new owner.
While the ownership and name will change, most everything 
else of what you know and love about Cooters will remain the 
same. The menus, specials, awesome staff and cool beach 
vibe will still be there.
We are extremely grateful for the support over the years from 
our amazing staff, family, friends, wonderful guests, and 
business associates,” says Carol Mears. “It’s been a great run 
for over 25 years, but it’s time for our new chapter to begin.”
Brothers Glenn and Gary Sutch, owners of Coco’s Crush Bar 
and Grill on Clearwater Beach, are the new owners.                                                                                 
KEEGAN’S SEAFOOD 
GRILL SOLD 
The Schonowski family 
(John, Jackie, and John Jr.- 
all shown here),  owners of 
Keegan’s for almost fifteen 
years, sold the Indian 
Rocks Beach restaurant 
in March. The new owner 
is a company called 
“BT” (Burger Time) it is a 
corporation from Fargo, 
ND.  This is their first full service restaurant in Florida, but they 
do own fast food restaurants in several states.
A spokesman for the new owner says they plan “no changes” 
in either the name, menu or staff. 
Keegan’s has been in Indian Rocks Beach since 1985 - 36 
years, and was originally opened by Linda and Cesar 
Labrador at 1309 Gulf Blvd. The restaurant was named after 
the Labrador’s son, Keegan, and they claim to be the first 
beach restaurant to offer a “blackened” grouper sandwich.  
The Labradors eventually moved the restaurant to its current 
location at 1519 Gulf Blvd. in Indian Rocks Beach in the 
Keegan’s Plaza before they sold it in 2008 to the Schonowski.                         
SALT ROCK CELEBRATES 25 YEARS Opened on April 1st 1997, 
Salt Rock Grill is celebrating twenty-five years of fresh seafood 
and some of the best grilled steaks on the beach. Even though 
it opened on April Fool’s Day, they aren’t foolin’ around when 
it comes to their menu. 
Now twenty-five years later, Salt Rock Grill has become 
a legendary landmark where many locals celebrate their 
special occasions. Salt Rock is located at 19325 Gulf Blvd, in 
Indian Shores. Get more information and see their menu at 
SaltRockGrill.com. Reservations are recommended.

Bar & Restaurant News
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DYNGUS DAY 
CELEBRATION 
Dyngus Day is 
a post-Lenten 
celebration 
observed 
by Polish 
communities 
across the 
globe on Easter 
Monday. Based 
on “Smigus 
Dyngus,” 
a Polish 
celebration that 
predates the 

Fourteenth Century, it is also known as “Lany Poniedzialek” 
which translates to “Wet Monday.” Customarily, the festival 
is celebrated by boys dousing girls they like with water and 
spanking them with pussy willows.
In the U.S., Dyngus Day is mostly a celebration of Polish 
heritage. The largest event nationally takes place in Buffalo, 
N.Y. Locally, The Original Crabby Bill’s hosts a Dyngus Day 
Celebration complete with traditional Polish food, a polka 
band, and the necessary water fight. This year, Dyngus Day 
falls on Monday, April 18th.                 
NEW HOURS FOR VIP MEXICAN AMERICAN Indian 
Rocks Beach’s VIP Mexican American restaurant is now 
open for lunch and dinner Thursday-Monday from 11am 
to 10pm. Tuesday and Wednesday they will open for dinner 
only from 4-10pm. Join them for their Cinco de Mayo 
Celebration featuring live music from 11 am to 10 pm on 
May 5th.  
BAR TIKI AT MARINA 
CANTINA Baystar made a 
few changes to the 
roof-top bar above the Ma-
rina Cantina Restaurant 
in the Clearwater Marina.  
“We gave it more of a Mex-
ican theme and renamed it 
Bar Tiki”, says Frank Chi-
vas, owner and operator. 
“It has a 360-degree view 
of Clearwater Beach and 
the Marina and is the per-
fect place to experience a 
sunset.” It is only open after 
4pm.                     
GUPPY’S PATIO REOPENS Guppy’s on the Beach, on Gulf 
Blvd. in Indian Rocks Beach, reopened their patio seating 
area after an extensive remodeling. Significantly larger than 
the previous space, the patio features more tables, as well 
as an outdoor waiting area with seating.                    
RAISING CANE This Louisiana-based fast food chain 
known for its tangy Cane’s sauce and Texas Toast is moving 
into the Tampa Bay area. The first store will be in Clearwater 
and is scheduled to open in 2023. The  Raising Cane 
company recently bought the former Village Inn at 2525 
Gulf to Bay Blvd. Renovations will begin soon.
Raising Cane is headquartered in Baton Rouge and started 
in 1996. Its first Florida store opened last year in Miami.

Bar & Restaurant News
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INTRASTATE MOVING TIPS
Local moving is 
ranked as one of 
the top five most 
stressful life events. 
So moving long 
distance or from 
state to state must 
be in the top three, 
right? Hiring a 
reputable company 
will decrease the 
stress and ensure a 
smooth transition. 
Florida is one of 
the least regulated 
states for moving 
companies, and 
conducting your 
own research 
is paramount. 
Consumers can 
visit the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration’s 
website to investigate whether a company can legally move 
across state lines. Simply Google “FMCSA snapshot”, 
search by “Name,” enter the company’s name, and look 
for “authorized for hire” and a checkmark by “interstate.” 
Failure to hire a licensed interstate mover may result in 
your items being held at a weigh station until you or a 
licensed interstate mover comes to claim them! 
Have you seen the horror stories describing lost shipments? 
Hire a moving company who has GPS on their trucks so 
you can always pinpoint where your items are.
Have you heard about movers who lose items? Hire a 
moving company who will exclusively dedicate the truck to 
your items, and will not take the items on and off for other 
households.
Have you read about instances where furniture was ruined 
or completely decimated? Hire a moving company with full-
time, professionally trained movers. Don’t hire a broker, 
who contracts individual parts of the move to different 
companies (one to load, one to drive, one to store, one to 
unload), and won’t take responsibility because they don’t 
know who created the damage.
Most consumers obtain two to three estimates; If one 
estimate is substantially less than the others, it is definitely 
too good to be true! Companies who are fully licensed 
and insured for interstate moving are all within the same 
ballpark price-wise, and will carry general liability and 
cargo insurance. In addition, they will have W2 employees 
covered by workers compensation as opposed to 1099 
independent contractors who can be doing construction 
one day, landscaping the next, and moving your home the 
following day.
Big Man’s Moving 
Company, a contributor 
to this article, was voted 
the #1 Mover in Tampa 
Bay in 2020 and 2021. 
Their professional team 
has completed 5500 
local, statewide, and out-
of-state moves in five 
years of business. Bigmansmoving.com 727-772-3458
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  LIGHT UP YOUR NIGHT – 
OUTDOOR LIVING AFTER HOURS

By Randy Lee 
An exterior designer is a landscape designer 
that can complete an entire project from start to 
finish while managing all trades involved. This 
is one-stop shopping. My clients love that they 
deal with only one person and have someone 
making all the important decisions for them.
When I view a home for the first time, I see architecture, setting, 
landscape and hardscape. It is important to integrate all these 
factors. What is the style and personality of the client and the 
home? How do I blend these components with my style and 
experience? It becomes a detailed collaboration.

We currently design pools, 
driveways and walkways, 
patios, fences, fire pits, 
irrigation and lighting for our 
clients. Some of this includes 
permits that require specific 
licensed contractors that we 
use. We also help clients with 
stone and tile choices, patio 
and pool furniture and paint 
choices. We recently chose an 
outdoor chandelier for a client 
in Saint Petersburg with a huge 

“wow factor.” The whole neighborhood was talking about it.
Our supply chains are open. I find what is in stock with several 
choices to choose from. Our labor force is open and plentiful. 
You have to know how to cultivate and where to look. An exterior 
designer can integrate all things outdoor resulting in a perfectly 
balanced and beautiful project. Call us for an estimate today.

APRIL / MAY CHECKLIST
• Great time to fertilize and trim
• Dry season – check irrigation
• Good time to resod before the heat of summer
• Color and flowers are abundant and ready to plant
Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape 
design company here to help you with all of your landscape 
needs. Call us direct at 727-421-2715 or visit us Online at 
www.landscapesbyrl.com.  

AROMATHERAPY CERTIFICATION CLASS 
An Aromatherapy Certification Florida Program (Level 1) will 
be held at the Clearwater Yacht Club. This four-day National 
Association For Holistic Aromatherapy (NAHA) approved 
course explores the foundations of aromatherapy for those 
seeking to become professionally qualified in the therapeutic 
uses of essential oils or seeking hours of continuing education 
in the massage therapy field. 
Rebecca Park Totilo, bestselling author and Clinical 
Aromatherapist, will be conducting this personally tailored 
class based on her books, Therapeutic Blending with Essential 
Oil, Organic Beauty With Essential Oil, and Heal With Essential 
Oil. Rebecca fuses her decades of knowledge with interactive 
discussion, multimedia presentation, and numerous other 
resources to create a memorable journey into the exploration 
of the world of aromatherapy. Students will enjoy interactive 
lectures, spirited discussions, and use over twenty essential oils 
to create usable products that they will take home (over $200 
value). Topics include blending techniques, essential oil profiles, 
basic physiology, and interaction on how essential oils affect us 
physically and emotionally. Space is limited so register today by 
visiting www.AromaHut.com or call: 727-688-2115. 



BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPage 22

LONGTIME FUNERAL DIRECTOR GEORGE FEASTER - A LIFE WELL LIVED
By Bob Griffin
“What did one casket, say to the other 
casket?” - “Is that you coffin?”
That is funeral director humor - that is 
George Feaster. 
George Feaster, who lives in Largo is a 
happily retired funeral director. He owned 
Moss Feaster, which was acquired by 
Dignity Memorial and renamed Serenity 
Funeral Home and Serenity Gardens 
Memorial Park. But, when you talk to 
George about his past, it is hard put a 
label on his career. He has been a bank 
owner, a community leader. a developer 
and a few more things. 
Although he turned 85 in December, 
you can still find him overseeing 
things at Serenity Funeral. It is also not 
unusual to see him at a Largo Chamber 
of Commerce meeting (he is a Past 
President and their past Largo Citizen 
of the Year) where he knows everyone—
and everyone knows him. 
George was born in New Jersey in 1936. 
His first job was at 14, working for a local 
funeral home, with Louis Rezem. In high 
school, a teacher made the class answer 
the question, “What do you want to do in 
life?” George wrote, “be an undertaker,” 
a word he finds strange even today. 
“Mr. Rezem gave me suggestions for the 
article and proofed it for me.”
After serving in the Army, his early 
work experiences led George to attend 
Eckels College of Mortuary Science in 
Philadelphia. George graduated in 
1956, and at the age of 19, married 
and moved to Largo. He continued to 
serve in the Army Reserves and National 
Guard until1962.
After a three-year apprenticeship, he 
became a Florida licensed funeral director 
and embalmer. In 1959, his first job was 
with Bouchard Funeral Homes. Carl 
Bouchard, who he had met in school, was 
a mentor to George, and they remained 
good friends until his death. George 
worked for him for seven years.
“Back in the 1950s and ‘60s, funeral 
homes also operated the local 
ambulance services,” George explains. 
“We were paid five to seven dollars per 
trip - less than a typical Uber ride today,” 
he chuckles.
ln March of 1960, a teenage Largo boy 
was involved in a serious auto accident 
on Clearwater-Largo Road. The boy’s 
parents saw it happen. Bouchard was 
called for an ambulance, it arrived driven 
by George Feaster. George immediately 
ran to the burning car and together with 
the boy’s father saved the boy. The boy, 
Charlie Harper, would go on to serve in 
the U.S. Navy, retire as a Vice President 
from the Florida Power Corporation, 

serve as a Largo City Commissioner 
and become President of the Largo Area 
Historical Society. George Feaster and 
Charlie Harper became lifelong friends.
In 1964, George started Feaster 
Memorial Home, which would grow 
to have three locations. Twenty years 
later, he sold Feaster Memorial Home to 
Dignity Memorial, a national company, 
and continued as Senior Vice President. 
Dignity Memorial merged Moss Funeral 
Homes and Feaster Memorial Homes to 
create Moss Feaster Funeral Home
“I never wore black clothing, like you see 
in the movies,” George declared. “It was 
too morbid. I always wore a white jacket, 
with our logo on it—mainly because it 
was cooler for Florida’s weather.”
About the same time, in 1984, he turned 
his attention to banking by became a 
founding Director and Chairman of 
Premier Community Bank (PCB). They 
opened several Pinellas branches. In 
2004, PCB was sold to Colonial Bank of 
Montgomery, Alabama.
George’s younger brother Thom Feaster 
joined George in managing Moss Feaster 
Memorial Home. In the 1980s, Thom 
served two terms as Mayor of Largo and 
served on the City Council for many years. 
George has always been involved with 
many local and state organizations, in 
many cases as their President. He is a 
Past President of the Funeral Directors of 
Florida and was appointed to the Florida 
State Board of Funeral Directors where 
he served three-terms as Chairman.
“When I moved to Largo, I did not know 
a soul,” George remembers. “I wanted 
to borrow $400 to buy a television 
and washing machine. That is how I 
met John Jenkins, who owned Pinellas 
Center Bank on West Bay. John was 
George Jenkins’ brother, the man who 
started Publix.”  
“I was 19 and too young to legally borrow 
money. Jenkins reached in his pocket and 
pulled out a wad of bills saying, ‘Here, I 
will loan it to you if you pay me back—and, 
if you will help us run the local Boy Scout 
troop’. I agreed to both becoming the 

President of the West 
Central Council of Boy 
Scouts of America.”
“John Jenkins always 
told me to ‘remember 
your community.’ I 
was only 35 when 
John invited me to join 
the board of directors at his bank.” 
Although George was a member of 
many organizations, he is most proud of 
his membership in three—The Masons, 
The Lions, and The Largo Elks Club 
where he is a charter member.  He 
continues to be an active in all three.  
“These local clubs and organizations 
are an easy way to ‘give back to your 
community’ and to form long and 
lasting relationships,” George explains. 
“A friend of mine, Dr. Jim Wallace, 
nicknamed me ‘Digger’ and the name 
stuck,” George says. “It has followed me 
all these years.”
“I have been lucky enough to have four 
mentors in my life - my high school 
football coach Bill Denny, my first 
employer Louis Rezem, banker John 
Jenkins, and publisher of the Largo 
Sentinel Newspaper Stan Pecarek. I 
would not be the man I am today, without 
them,” says George with emphasize. 
“You do not realize that a mentor is 
mentoring you while it is happening. 
They mentor through their actions and 
with their advice.”
George is technically “semi” retired as he 
is still a Senior VP with Dignity Memorial, 
and still has a passion for servicing 
families in our community. Now though, 
he has time for hunting, fishing, and 
traveling. He has visited Largo’s Sister 
City Kami City, Japan, several times. 
Today, George and his wife, Kim, live in 
Randolph Farms, across the street from 
Serenity Funeral Home in Largo. They 
have four children, five grandchildren 
and seven great grandchildren. 
George still has quite a sense of humor. 
When asked “How many dead people 
are buried in the cemetery,” he said with 
a grin – “All of them.” i
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JOHN H. MEEK, JR. MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
The Clearwater Free Clinic’s 22nd annual John H. Meek, 
Jr. Memorial Golf Tournament fundraiser, is being played 
at Innisbrook on Monday, May 23. It promises a full day of 
excitement, with plenty of opportunities to play, win, eat, drink 
and show your support for the CFC.
The day begins with a tasty lunch, bloody Mary bar, helicopter 
golf ball drop and only gets better once the players tee off! 
Everyone can enjoy the putting contest, raffle, refreshments 
served all day on the course followed by an outdoor cocktail 
hour gathering and auction to cap off the event.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to play at Innisbrook’s 
legendary Copperhead Course while benefiting the important 
work of the Clearwater Free Clinic, providing accessible, 
compassionate, medical and mental health care that changes 
the lives of our uninsured neighbors.
For detail, visit clearwaterfreeclinic.org/meekgolf or call 
727-443-3504. Email mreagin@clearwaterfreeclinic.org for 
sponsorship inquiries.
BELLEAIR BEACH “FLY ME TO THE MOON” CONCERT
The Park and Recreation Board invites Belleair Beach Residents 
and guests, to attend Fly Me to the Moon at Bayside Park on 
Saturday, April 30 from 4:30 to 7:30 PM. This community 
event will feature the sounds of Frank Sinatra and the Rat 
Pack. Limited parking available at the Community Center.
CLOTHES TO KIDS (CTK)
Spring is here and children in our community need proper 
clothing and shoes for the weather. Many families are 
struggling to make ends meet. Clothing is a big cost and 
many children go to school with clothes and shoes that don’t 
fit. Clothes To Kids mission is to help these families. We are 
always in need of new and gently used clothing and shoes. 
CTK needs boys’ and girls’ pants, shorts, tops both short and 
Long-sleeved, dresses and shoes PreK4 – High School. Each 
year Clothes To Kids clothes more than 11,000 low-income 
and in crisis school children, PreK-4 to 12th grade for FREE. 
That means we need small clothing and shoes and youth 
clothing all the way up to high school. Please check your 
closets and help the children in Hillsborough and Pinellas by 
donating today! Clothing and shoes or cash donations can be 
donated in Clearwater at 1059 N Hercules Avenue or in 
St. Pete at 2168 34th St S. Visit clothestokids.org.
100 WOMEN WHO CARE OF PINELLAS COUNTY 
They presented $12,600 to the Community Dental Clinic in 
December. The Community Dental Clinic provides free urgent 
dental care and primary dental services for adults in the 
community who do not have dental insurance or the financial 
resources to access the care they desperately need. The group 
will also receive a $5,000 matching grant from the Richard M. 
Schulze Foundation. 
100 Women Who Care of Pinellas County is a philanthropic 
group that provides an avenue for women to join together 
to bring financial support to local, 501(c)(3) charitable 
organizations. Members commit to attending four meetings per 
year (one per quarter) and pledge to donate $100 to an elected 
charity at each meeting. For each meeting, members have 
the opportunity to nominate a charity, three of the nominated 
charities are randomly selected to give a 5-minute presentation, 
a vote is taken, and checks are written directly to the winning 
charity. Since February of 2013, the group has given $343,050 
to local charities. Contact Brenda George at 727-515-1868 
for more information or visit www.100womenpinellas.org.
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                   NORMAN O. OLSEN
                          Founder of the Clearwater Community Sailing Center Dies  

By Freya Olsen
Norman O. Olsen of Belleair, – devoted father of 7 and 
grandfather of 4 - lifelong sailor and ambassador of the 
sport, passed away peacefully February 15, 2022 at 91. 
Born in Wilmington, Delaware March 25, 1930 to Oscar and 
Viola Olsen, he grew up in Jenkintown, PA and Annapolis, 
MD. Norman developed his lifelong passion for sailing and 
ocean racing on the east coast, spending his free time on 
the Delaware and Sassafras Rivers and Chesapeake Bay with 
his parents and dog Ronny aboard their 50-foot schooner 
Buccaneer, New York 50 schooner Venture and 60-foot 
motoryacht Vesta.  
Norman spent his life racing sailboats and promoting 
sailing. One of his most significant races was the famed 
1960 Newport Bermuda Race. That year had the roughest 
weather in the history of the race, with winds blowing 50 to 
80 knots. Norman steered through the gale and would often 
say that he met God that night. Jubilee II went on to win 2nd 
Place Class A with Norman credited for steering the crew and 
boat to safety and success.
In 1974, Norman seized the opportunity of a lifetime when 
offered a key role, by legendary screen actor Gregory Peck, 
to serve as Marine Director in filming The Dove; a movie 
about Robin Lee Graham - the youngest person to sail 
around the world solo. Norman often shared stories about 
his experience.
Norman served as Commodore of Clearwater Yacht Club 
(1985-86), President of Clearwater Windjammers and 
Co-Founder of Clearwater Olympic Yachting Committee. He 
was founder of the Clearwater Community Sailing Center 
which has helped thousands learn to sail and some realize 

their Olympic dreams. He served 
on the board of directors at CCSC 
until his death. He also served as 
Commodore at Crystal Lake Yacht 
Club (Frankfort, MI) from 1993-94. 
Norman founded Lake Forest 
Sailing (Lake Forest, IL) in 1999 
which was awarded “Outstanding Year-Round Sailing 
Program” by US Sailing in 2002. Norman was recognized 
as “Angel Advisor” for his tireless efforts in making LFS a 
success and was awarded the Lake Forest “Community 
Service Award” in 2002 and 2005. An annual trophy, the 
“Norman Olsen Sailor of the Year,” is awarded to sailors 
demonstrating sportsmanship, dedication and enthusiasm. 
As President of Management Meeting Consultants, for 46 
years, Norman made his mark in mergers and acquisitions 
with the founding principle of “matching people is the non-
numerical ingredients to successful business combinations.”
At 91, Norman fulfilled his lifelong dream of writing and 
publishing a book about his childhood dog and best friend 
Ronny, called “Ronny, Come Home!”, on Amazon. 
Norman was a gentleman, kind soul and loving spirit. He 
never met a stranger and treated everyone equally. His 
optimism was infectious and was a man of action whose 
mission was to help others. He loved his children more than 
anything. Please consider supporting the Norman O. Olsen 
Memorial Fund at Clearwater Community Sailing Center 
(https://bit.ly/3I7WD3M). For more information on “Ronny, 
Come Home!” visit https://amzn.to/3sUAi3x 
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by Pete Magnani
“Food, fun, laughter and learning” is how Roberto Alvarez 
describes his Introductory Italian Language classes, which 
he conducts at locations throughout Pinellas County, most 
recently at the Beach Arts Center in Indian Rocks. He has 
developed a unique curriculum that combines learning the 
language, discovering Italian culture, and enjoying a meal 
with his fellow students
Alvarez was born in Gary, Indiana. He was the first of his 
brothers and sister to be born in the United States. His father 
was from Spain and met his mother in her hometown of 
Napoli, Italy. His older siblings were born in Italy before 
his parents moved the family to Indiana. Italian was the 
household language and Roberto spoke the Neapolitan 
dialect from a young age.
Alvarez attended Indiana 
University Bloomington 
and was an avid sports 
fan. He studied radio 
and communications and 
became a DJ for the college 
radio station, eventually 
doing play-by-play and 
color commentary for the 
basketball and football 
games. He also worked 
as a camera operator and 
later as a reporter on the 
college sports TV show.
In 1978, Alvarez spent 
his junior year studying 
abroad in Italy at 
Universitá di Bologna, the 
world’s oldest college in 
continuous operation. It 
was the first time he met 
his extended Italian family. 
and he decided when he graduated, he would move to 
Italy and pursue a career in journalism. He graduated from 
college in 1979, but a leg injury derailed his planned move. 
While recovering, he was hired at the Lake Central High 
School in St. John, Indiana. The school had a television 
and communications curriculum that produced a student 
TV sports show. Alvarez started as Control Room Supervisor 

and eventually ran the entire 
program before leaving for 
job as a sports reporter at a 
TV station in El Paso, Texas.
In 1988, Alvarez came to 
Tampa, working for WTOG 
Channel 44. During his 
seven years there, he held 
a multitude of positions, 
working as an on-field 
reporter and sports anchor 
covering the Rays, Bucs and 
Lightning. He also hosted the 
Coaches’ Show. He left in 
1995 for a job at a television 
station in New Orleans 
before returning to Florida in 
1998.

From 1990 to 2010, Alvarez 
traveled to Italy every year, and 
since 2010 he has returned every 
other year. In 2002, he wanted 
to do something different and 
began teaching Italian lessons at 
the St. Pete Community Center. His 
class consisted of four 90-minute 
lessons over four weeks.  He had 
the inspiration to try to move out 
of the community center setting and began to approach 
neighborhood Italian restaurant owners about holding 
classes there. Students sit together and learn to speak Italian 
while enjoying a meal (and maybe some wine.) Now, Alvarez 

teaches classes at several 
restaurants in Pinellas 
county, as well as at the 
Beach Art Center in Indian 
Rocks Beach. Along with 
basic language instruction, 
he incorporates, art, 
literature, and Italian 
culture into his classes. 
“If you want to reconnect 
with your heritage, 
converse with family, or 
just have a different kind 
of night out, this is the class 
for you,” Alvarez says. 
Many of his students 
take the class ahead of a 
vacation in Italy. One of 
his greatest pleasures is to 
hear from former students 
who made their second 
trip to Italy after taking his 

class and had a much more enjoyable time being able to 
speak the language. 
“In the airport when you first arrive, all the signs are in 
English as well as Italian,” he says. “Once you get out of the 
airport, it’s a different story, and you’ll wish you’d paid more 
attention in class!”
In his classes, Alvarez tries to introduce aspects of Italian 
culture while trying to erasing some of the stereotypes 
movies and television have created about Italians. 
“Italy is more than mafia and meatballs,” he says. “I try to 
undo some of the damage TV has done and let my students 
know Italian culture is more Dante than DeNiro.” 
In 2015, Alvarez led ten students on a tour of Italy. They 
visited Napoli, Florence, the Amalfi Coast and Rome. He 
even took them to a relative’s home in Napoli for a home 
cooked meal. He hopes to organize another tour next year, 
and continue bringing intimate groups to Italy in the future.
Currently, Alvarez offers restaurant-based Italian classes in 
Tierra Verde, Oldsmar, St. Pete, Palm Harbor, and Sarasota. 
His latest  class at the Beach Art Center in Indian Rocks Beach 
began February 24th and ran through late March. Alvarez 
expects to begin another class at Beach Art around April 
14th. He also offers private instruction in your home or via 
Zoom. For more information or to register visit learnitalian.
us or email ralvarez@learnitalian.us. i

FOOD, FUN, LAUGHTER AND LEARNING!
Cibo, Divertimento, Risate e Apprendimento!
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CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
The Club is one of the oldest Yacht Clubs in the country, continuing 
the long-standing tradition the world over. You don’t need a boat 
to join in the fun at CYC in Clearwater Beach. Many members 
don’t have boats. Their social activities center around parties in 
their restaurant or at their Tiki Bar. 
Their “Buy a Brush” Fund Raiser is continuing to refresh and 
remodel the Clubhouse. A NEW game night adds to their 
Trivia Night, and Bingo Nights. The monthly Wine Dinners 
have been well attended, along with the monthly Jazz Night, 
and Sunday Jazz Brunch.
Their Summer Membership program is just beginning, May 1st 
through September 30th. It has no initiation fee and monthly 
dues are $200, with no food minimum, just lots of fun in the 
Florida Sun. Summer members can use the pool, tiki bar, dining 
room and other amenities, including participating in weekly 
parties. Best of all, you can meet new people. It is a great way 
to see for yourself how much fun it is, with no obligations. You 
can end your membership whenever you wish, or convert to 
a permanent member in the Fall. Call the Yacht Club’s office, 
447-6000. Learn more at ClearwaterYachtCLub.org, or e-mail 
Office@ClearwaterYachtClub.org.

BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB 
“How to pair people with the proper plants” is the topic of 
speaker Anita Camacho, at the Belleair Garden Club meeting 
on Wednesday, April 6th, at 1pm, to be held at the Belleair 
Town Hall, 901 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Belleair. 
The goal of Anita Camacho, founder of The Little Red Wagon 
Nursery in Tampa, is to pair people with the proper plants 
required to attract butterflies to their gardens. Open to the public, 
participants will learn how to attract butterflies to their yard.
Covid health and safety measures will be in place for all 
participants. For further information about the April program 
and the Belleair Garden Club, contact (727) 585-4021.
CLEARWATER COMMUNITY SAILING CENTER
In early December, two Clearwater Community Sailing Center 
sailors, Alex Temko (19) and Bryn Muller (19), competed and 
medaled at the inaugural Junior Pan American Games in Cali, 
Colombia. Alex took home Silver in the men’s fleet and Bryn 
took home bronze in the women’s fleet for the IQ Foil class! The 
IQ Foil is the new equipment for the Olympic Windsurfing class.
Alex was just eight when he first showed up at the Clearwater 
Community Sailing Center’s summer camp in 2010. He started 
what would be an incredible journey to the heights of the 
international sailing fleets by learning the basics in an Optimist 
Pram. Some of the notable regattas Alex has participated in 
during the 2021 season include IQ Foil Europeans in Marseilles, 
France, and the US Windfoil Nationals in Clearwater.
Bryn was fourteen when she started windsurfing at CCSC’s 
summer camp. Five years later, she is competing at the top of 
the fleet in international regattas while also pursuing a degree 
at Washington University in St. Louis, MO. Both Bryn and Alex 
are campaigning to be in the 2024 Olympic Games.
Both Alex and Bryn still make time to give back to the community 
that raised them. Their work as fill-in coaches and summer 
camp instructors at CCSC allow them to work with some of the 
youngest racers and help new sailors learn the basic maneuvers 
that even they struggled with once upon a time. CCSC Sailing 
Director, Justin Ahearn, has coached them from the get go 
and was selected by US Sailing to be the coach for the Jr Pan 
Am Games.

Community News
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BELLEAIR WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB 
Ed Hooper, Florida State Senator representing the 16th District, 
including Clearwater and Largo in Northern Pinellas County 
since 2018, will be the speaker for the Belleair Women’s 
Republican Club’s meeting on April 1st at Belleair Country 
Club, One Country Club Lane, Belleair. Senator Hooper is 
Chair of the Commerce and Tourism Committee, Vice Chair 
of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, 
Tourism, and Economic Development, and is a member of the 
Appropriations, Community Affairs, Criminal Justice, Finance 
and Tax, Regulated Industries, and the Joint Committee on 
Public Counsel Oversight committees. His local District office 
is in Palm Harbor. 
Social time begins at 11:30 am, with lunch and speaker 
following at noon. Please remit your $32 check by mail to 
BWRC Treasurer Robin Schenck, 301 Belleview Blvd., Belleair, 
FL 33756, to reach her by March 25, as that will secure a 
reservation for a meal. No walk-ups can be accommodated. 
LARGO ART ASSOCIATION
They meet weekly at the Largo Community Center (400 
Alternate Kean Rd, Largo). It is a gathering of local artists to 
paint and network. They have open studio, Juried member 
shows and periodic demonstrations. If you are interested join  
on Fridays between 10am and2pm. Call 727-518-3131.
WELCOME NEWCOMERS CLUB
This club is open to the women of Pinellas County;  all are 
welcome to come and socialize. They meet at local country 
clubs and restaurants on the first Tuesday of each month with 
programs, activities and speakers of interest. 
Their next luncheon will be at Belleair Country Club on April 
5. Our guest speaker will be from the Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium.  Please contact Judy at 512-789-5686. 
CLEARWATER COMMUNITY WOMAN’S CLUB (CCWC)
They recently announced a multi-year initiative to combat 
Human Trafficking in our community. For over six decades, 
CCWC’s parent organization has supported various UNICEF 
campaigns, one of which is End Trafficking. As a part of this 
larger campaign, CCWC formed a Human Trafficking (HT) 
team and drafted a plan to reduce the impact and incidence of 
HT by developing awareness, educating the public, supporting 
legislative action, and also helping to secure a safe house in 
Pinellas County for women who have been rescued from HT. 
“One of our goals is to provide a safe environment where 
victimized women can live, rebuild their lives, and have the 
opportunity to become the people they want to be,” says Kay 
Estock, Co-Chair of CCWCs Human Trafficking Team.
To support this multi-year HT initiative, CCWC plans to raise 
over $300,000 through donations, grants, and fundraisers. 
They do not propose to own or operate a safe house. Instead, 
they will work with area non-profit organizations who will 
manage the safe house and provide therapeutic, and other 
professional services to recovered victims. 
CCWC has initially chosen to work with Created Women, 
Inc., an organization known for the restoration of trafficked 
women in Tampa, who recently expanded into Pinellas County. 
CCWC has chosen to support Created’s efforts based on their 
experience, quality staff, and recovery programs.
To kick off their HT initiative, CCWC is organizing a sports 
themed event, Champa Bay Elimination Dinner, which will take 
place on Saturday, May 14, 2022. For information regarding 
sponsorship, donations, or to buy tickets for the event, visit 
ccwcFlorida.org.
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BEACH ART CENTER
Submitted by Patricia Thomas
Gift Shop  - Are you looking for a gift for that special someone 
or a piece of art for your home? Stop by our newly restocked gift 
shop to see original works of art by local artists, handcrafted 
jewelry, cards, pottery and so much more. Our shop is filled 
with lovely and unique items. Something for everyone. Open 
from 9-4 Monday through Friday. 
Kids Camp - 2022 Creative Kids Camp has a whole new 
look! So many new options! We will have eight Weeks of 
camp, six Different Teachers in two Classrooms plus a Clay 
Studio! Weekly camp sessions begin June 6th. Full details and 
registration will be available on our website by April 1.
Gallery Show - One of our most exciting shows of the year is 
the “Art & Poetry” Show. This year, “Art & Poetry” will run from 
April 4th – May 13. Opening Reception will be held on April 
22nd. This reception is free and open to all. Details can be 
found on our website. 
Classes - We have several new classes added to our schedule, 
you can find full details and course registration information 
on our website at beachartcenter.org.
Special Workshops 

April 4 Suzanne Natzke - Night Scenes in Watercolor
April 7-9 Chris Brandley - Paint Alla Prima

Art on the Rocks - $38 (materials are included)
Super Fun and Creative - Spend an afternoon or evening 
with us, bring snacks & refreshments if you like. “Art on the 
Rocks” are generally 3 hours and focus on a single project, 
all materials and instruction are included, and you walk away 
with a finished product. Here are some topics coming in April:

April 1 Peace Pole Painting
April 15 Mandala Art (Flower Pot)
April 16 Seashell & Sea glass Mosaic

The Beach Art Center is located at 1515 Bay Palm Blvd, 
Indian Rocks Beach. Call them at 727-596-4331 or visit 
beachartcenter.org for more information and complete 
schedules.

FLORIDA BOTANICAL GARDENS
Tour the Public and Private Gardens on Sunday April 3rd from 
10am-4pm. Docent-led tours of the Florida Botanical Gardens 
will be offered from 10am-Noon, then guests may tour private 
gardens at their leisure from 12-4 PM, via a self-guided map. 
NEW THIS YEAR - enjoy a plant sale with orchid vendors on 
McKay Creek Plaza, flbgfoundation.org/gardentour.
The Spring Orchid Sale is April 2nd - April 3 from 9 am-5 pm. 
Shop from a unique selection of vendors, including orchids, 
plants, candles, honey and more! Suggested donation: $5 
per person. flbgfoundation.org/orchidsale.
Celebrate Earth Day at the Florida Botanical Gardens Friday, 
April 22nd from 9 am- Noon with a wide array of virtual 
and in-person activities, free for the public to enjoy. Includes 
self-guided scavenger hunts, games from our TaleBlazer app, 
as well as instructor-led events from our Growing Up Wild 
curriculum in the morning. flbgfoundation.org/earthday.
The Gardens are a 100-acre Park, managed by the Pinellas 
County Parks and Conservation Resources Department 
located at 12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo. The gardens are 
open 7 am - 5 pm seven days a week.




