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By Wayne Ayers
Author “Florida's Grand Hotels from the Gilded Age”
Pinellas County was Pinellas peninsula, part of Hillsborough
County, in the mid-1890s when railroad tycoon Henry B.
Plant chose a secluded site on a bluff overlooking
Clearwater Bay for the site of his second grand hotel.
Plant had just completed his formal Moorish castle, the
Tampa Bay Hotel in Tampa, when he began to scout out the
setting for a rustic yet grand resort that would feature
sporting amenities and a "get away from it all" aura.
He would call his new creation the Belleview, for the

beautiful water views and tropical foliage
that his selected setting offered.
Florida was an untamed wilderness at the
time, visited adventurous sportsmen and
mostly by invalids.  But Henry Plant a
visionary, saw the appeal of lush tropical
settings and a warm climate for Gilded Age
patrons seeking respite from northern
winters and business pressures of the day.
Plant would bring a spur of his railroad
right to the door of the hotel, assuring easy
access and comfort for a clientele who
wanted to "rough it" in a grand style. 
In keeping with its scenic, remote setting,
the Belleview's style was relaxed and
informal, with outdoor amenities such as
golf, horseback riding, bicycling or fishing.
The hotel was constructed entirely of
Florida heart pine, and the Swiss Chalet
style architecture was currently in vogue at
mountain and seaside resorts.

Plant envisioned a planned community, to be called Belleair,
would be developed around the hotel.  He did not live to
see that plan become a reality.
The Belleview opened in 1897 as a rustic retreat, yet
offering the amenities and luxuries expected by its Gilded
Age clientele.  Electric lighting (two bulbs per room) was
used throughout.  Telephone and telegraph facilities were
located just off the hotel lobby.  An in-house orchestra
provided daily concerts.
The hotel was an immediate success, and later additions,
would expand it from 134 to 425 rooms.
Golf, an emerging sport at the time, was a featured
attraction among the hotel's amenities.  A six-hole course
built shortly after the Belleview opening in 1897 was
Florida's first hotel golf course.
In 1915, Henry Plant's son Morton, who took over
management of the hotel after Henry's death in 1899, hired
renowned golf course designer Donald J. Ross to construct
two 18-hole championship courses.  Both links remain in
play today.
The Belleview's gilded guest roster has included presidents,
corporate tycoons, international dignitaries, socialites and
other patrons.  The Biltmore name was added when the
Belleview became part of the upscale chain in 1919.
Though the Belleview Biltmore has had its ups and downs,
including a bankruptcy during the Depression and
threatened demolition in recent years, the hotel's future
today appears bright.  New owners have
unveiled a multi-million dollar restoration
plan that, if accomplished, will take Henry
Plant's grand legacy to the next level of
casual elegance.
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The Belleview Biltmore yesterday, today and an artist’s rendering of what the future holds. Read more about the history
and the new restoration plans for the Biltmore inside this newsletter. (Photo of the Biltmore today by Belleair Images)

Wayne Ayers' book , “FLORIDA’S GRAND HOTELS from the GILDED AGE”, 
is available at area book stores and selected gift shops.
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CITY NUMBERS
CITY OF BELLEAIR BLUFFS
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd   City Hall: 584-2151

FIRE DEPT: 584-8392  
SHERIFF: 582-6200------
MAYOR - Chris Arbutine, Sr  
COMMISSIONERS — 

Troy Krotz - Vice Mayor • Robert Russo
Hunt Brand • David Shimkus

CITY OF BELLEAIR BEACH
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646

FIRE DEPT: 595-1117
POLICE: 595-4646------
MAYOR - Lynn Rives   
COMMISSIONERS — Kathy Mortensen -

Vice Mayor • Mitchell Krach • Stan
Sofer Mary Schoonover • Richard
Crowl • Rob Baldwin

TOWN OF BELLEAIR SHORE
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296

FIRE DEPT: 595-1117
POLICE DEPT: 595-4646------
MAYOR: John A. Robertson 
COMMISSIONERS — John E. Hayes, Jr.
Carl W. Hilton • Robert E. Schmidt, Jr.
Ray Piscitelli

TOWN OF BELLEAIR
www.townofbelleair-fl.gov
901 Ponce de Leon Blvd, Belleair 588-3769

FIRE DEPT: 588-8392
POLICE DEPT: 588-3769------
MAYOR - Gary H. Katica
COMMISSIONERS — Stephen R. Fowler

Deputy Mayor• Tom Shelly• Karla
Rettstatt• Stephanie Oddo   

CITY OF LARGO 
www.Largo.com
201 Highland Ave, Largo Info: 587-6700

FIRE DEPT: 587-6714
POLICE: 586-7427------
MAYOR - Patricia Gerard
COMMISSIONERS — Mary Gray Black

Andy Guyette • Rodney J. Woods
Gigi Arntzen • Harriet K. Crozier
Gay Gentry

BELLEAIR AREA ROTARY CLUB
Meets at Jorge's Seafood Grill Tues. 6:15PM
Pat France, President . . . . . . . . 581-0519
BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Kim Bender, President . . . . . . . . 559-7881 
EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO . . . . 464-3000
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . 447-7600
Largo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584-2321 

WELCOME CENTER . . . . . . . . . 595-4575
ELECTRICITY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
PHONE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
-------------------------------------------------
COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . . . 464-3377    

Kenneth Welch . . . . . . . . . . 464-3614
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278

STATE:
Senator Dennis Jones . . . . 727-549-6411

Republican, District 13
8940 Seminole Blvd, Seminole   33772
Jones.Dennis.web@flsenate.gov

Representative Jim Frishe . 727-480-5901
Republican, District 54
125 Indian Rocks Rd, Belleair Bluffs
Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov

Governor Charlie Crist
Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com 

FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Mel Martinez . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041

www.Martinez.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274

www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950

9210 113th St, Seminole, FL  33772
www.house.gov/young 

NOVEMBER
Property Tax Bills Mailed                1
Taste of IRB (Indian Rocks)              3
Daylight Savings Time Ends            4
Belleair Bluff’s Bus. Assn Mixer           8
Iron Man / Clearwater Beach           10
Veteran’s Day (Sunday)                   11
Thanksgiving (Thursday)                   22

DDEECCEEMMBBEERR
Post Office / Toys for Tots (Sat)            1
Heritage Village/Trees & Traditions 1
Bell Bluffs City Holiday Event (Mon) 3
Beleair Holiday Tree Lighting (Fri)   7
CW Lighted Boat Parade (Sat)     8
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer (Thur)  13
IRB Lighted Boat Parade (Sat)     15
Christmas (Tues)     25
New Years Eve (Mon)     31

22000088
JJAANNUUAARRYY
New Years Day (Tues)                   1
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer (Thur)  10
Martin Luther King Day (Monday)  21
Election Day-Presidential Primary   29

FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY
Valentine’s Day (Thur)                 14
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer (Thur)  14
Presidents Day (Mon)                   18

MMAARRCCHH
Daylight Savings Time Begins         9
St Patrick’s Day (Monday)              17
Good Friday                            21
Easter Sunday                                23

CREDITS

CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

This newsletter is published by GRIFFIN
PRODUCTIONS, Inc. and is mailed to
every occupied residence and business
in Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, Harbor
Bluffs. We are not officially associated
with any city government.

PUBLISHER
Bob & Becky Griffin

Residents of Indian Rocks Beach
ART DIRECTION

Becky Griffin
SALES

727-517-1997 
CONTACT INFO

P.O. BOX 1314
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785
517-1997  ~ 517-1998 FAX

BeachNewsletters.com
Published Feb l May l Aug l Nov

Is there something you would like to
see included in this newsletter?
Please send all comments  to
bboobb@@ggrriiffffiinnddiirreeccttoorriieess..ccoomm

BELLEAIR AREA
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER.

This is our second issue of the Belleair
Neighborhood Newsletter, but some of you
are seeing this for the first time.  We now
mail to an additional 1,300 homes in the
City of Belleair.  If your missed the first
issue, you can read it online at
www.BeachNewsletters.com.  We publish
similar newsletters in two other cities,
Indian Rocks Beach and Madeira Beach.
You can read them too!
We plan to publish this newsletter four
times a year, covering news and  events of
the immediate Belleair area.  Each issue
will also share a little history of the area. 
This newsletter was mailed to all residents
who live in the Belleair Beaches, Belleair
Bluffs, Town of Belleair and some of the
nearby Largo area.  If you know of news
or events or represent one of the
community groups in the area, please call
us. We want to cover your news.

This newsletter survives on local
advertising. If you live in this area, and
own a business you can advertise at a
discount.  Please tell your home suppliers
(such as pool companies, lawn care,
electricians, etc) about this newsletter. 
We’d like to hear from you. Please take a
moment to send us an EMAIL or LETTER.
We’d like to hear what you think, and any
ideas you may have for our February issue.

© 2007 Griffin Productions, Inc.



BELLEVIEW BILTMORE 
RESTORATION PLANS 

The Belleview Biltmore was recently purchased by Legg
Mason Real Estate, a California based company.  The
Belleview Golf Club on Indian Rocks Road and the Cabana
Grille Restaurant in Sand Key were also included.
“We know the Biltmore has been an integral piece of the
community’s history. We look forward to working with the
city on a plan to preserve it for future generations,” says
Joseph Penner, Managing Director, Legg Mason Investors.
“It’s always nice to have a project that is creative & historical,”
says Penner. “It will be a positive,fulfilling experience.”
A restoration project will cost over $100 million dollars, and
begins in the spring of 2009. It will close the resort for  2
years.  Roof repairs are already underway.  It was heavily
damaged during Hurricane Jeanne in 2004 and never
completely repaired. The new roofing will be done with the
trademark green shingles from the Biltmore’s glory days.
Martin Smith, Vice President and Managing Partner of the
Belleview Biltmore, is the manager as well. “We want to
emphasize this is a ‘restoration project’, not a remodel,” he
says.  “One of our major problems is parking. We have
none. With the new design we hope to solve that”.  In the
new plan, there will be 660 total parking places.
Features include a new10,000 sq. foot ballroom, larger
guest rooms (some with cathedral ceilings), and retail shops
including an ice cream shop and jeweler. A spa will be built
over underground parking, where the tennis courts are today.
Actually, the underground parking is not really underground;
with the slope of the Bluffs, “All parking will be hidden from
view, creating a very nice park-like setting,” says Mr. Smith.
The roadway leading to the hotel will include a grand new
entrance, lined with large queen palms, that leads to a
roundabout on the east side.  The main entrance will move
to the northeast corner, where it was originally.  Today’s
“pagoda” entrance is not be part of the new design. All the
aluminum will be removed from the outside walls. They will
be restored to wood as Henry Plant originally built it in1898.
On the upper levels, the flooring and walls between the
rooms  will be removed allowing rooms to be made larger.
There will be 3 major ball rooms. The ‘Starlight’ room may
revert back to the ‘original’ 1898 plan. The new ballroom
will have floating walls allowing for smaller events.
On the the site of the original ‘dormitories’, where the staff
lived, an additional annex is being built to include 160 new
rooms. It will look similar to the main building. 
“The current pool is being removed and a new Olympic
sized,  lap-like pool installed, aligning  with the center of the
building to emphasize the symmetry of the original design,”
Smith says. There will also be a new kids pool.  A major
“event lawn” is planned next to the newly designed main
pool to be available for weddings, business socials and
many other outdoor events.  “Many outdoor ‘Green Zones’
and walking trails are in the new design to maintain the
‘park-like’ feel”, says Martin Smith.
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NNEEWW CCIITTYY MMAANNAAGGEERR
BBEELLLLEEAAIIRR BBEEAACCHH:: Nancy
McCollum officially has a
new job, City Manager. She
has been the City Clerk
there since 2000. She was
appointed 'interim' city
manager when Reid
Silverboard left the job.
McCollum was offered the
job in October at a salary
of $65,000 (plus benefits).
This is a three year contract.___________________________________________________
IIRROONNMMAANN CCOOMMPPEETTIITTIIOONN is Saturday, November 10,
Clearwater Beach-participate or just watch this major
athletic event.  Volunteer to help at 562-4670___________________________________________________
MMOORRTTOONN PPLLAANNTT Did you know Morton Plant, was
Henry Plant’s son?  The same Henry Plant that built the
Railroad, University of Tampa, and the Biltmore.  Morton
painted the Belleview Biltmore white after his father died
in 1899.  When Clearwater needed a hospital, he
donated $10,000 to the cause. Thus the name, Morton
Plant Hospital.___________________________________________________

BLUFFS ANIMAL
HOSPITAL: Dr Donald
Morgan was selected 2007
Veterinarian of the Year by the
Florida Veterinarian Medicine
Association. He was honored
at a statewide meeting in
Orlando September 7th. Dr
Morgan has been practicing
vet medicine in Pinellas for 43
years and purchased the
Bluff’s Animal Hospital in
1977. Congratulations Dr
Morgan___________________________________________________

TTAAXX BBIILLLLSS IINN TTHHEE MMAAIILL:: You should have gotten your
“new and improved” tax bill in the mail from the county.
They were mailed November 1st. Did yours go up or
down?___________________________________________________
LLIIGGHHTTEEDD BBOOAATT PPAARRAADDEESS:: Belleair does not have one,
but Clearwater and Indian Rocks will. Clearwater’s is
Saturday, December 8th. Best viewing is from
Coachman Park. Indian Rocks is Dec. 15 Good viewing
is at the Holiday Inn Hamlin’s Landing from 6:30-7PM___________________________________________________
FFIINNEE AARRTTSS FFAASSHHIIOONN SSHHOOWW The Fine Arts Society will
host it’s 44th Annual fashion show and luncheon on
Mon., Nov 12th, at the Belleview Biltmore Resort in the
Tiffany Room. Doors open at 10:30AM for boutique
shopping, followed by the Dillard’s sponsored fashion
show at 11:30AM. The event features live entertainment,
a gourmet luncheon and a drawing. Cost is $60 per
person. Reservations are required. Proceeds go to the
GULF COAST ART MUSEUM in Largo. Call 442-9452
for more information or to reserve___________________________________________________
OONNLLIINNEE:: Read this issue (as well as others) online at
www.BeachNewsletter.com.  Watch for our next issue in Feb.
This Newsletter survives on local advertising. Please
support the people advertising here. If you are interested
in advertising, in this or our Madeira Beach and Indian
Rocks Beach issues call for information - 517-1997

TTHHEE MMAARRKKEETT IINN TTHHEE PPAARRKK
sponsored by the Pinellas
County Extension Office is
being held at at 12520
Ulmerton, next to Heritage
Village is more than just a
farmer’s market. They bring
together farm fresh local
produce, delicious gourmet
foods, beautiful plants and

much more. Plus there will be seminars on gardening,
nutrition and cooking. This event is every Saturday 8am -1pm
through APRIL 26th. ___________________________________________________
TTHHEE BBEELLLLEEAAIIRR BBEEAACCHH City Council (Oct 1st) approved
$168,000 to redesign the future new city hall and
administration building. It was originally projected to
cost $3 million. Its exact location has not been finalized
but it is planned to be in the general area where the
existing building was built 50 years ago. The city already
paid the same firm $200,000 for the first set of plans.
That’s $368,000 if you’re counting.___________________________________________________

WWEELLCCOOMMEE BBAACCKK FFRREEDD:: Fred
Marquis, was appointed to act as
interim County Administrator for
one year while the Board searches
for a permanent replacement for
the former Administrator, Steve
Spratt.  Mr. Marquis served as
County Administrator previously
from 1979 to 2000 (20+ years).
He will have an annual salary of
$200,000 plus other allowances.___________________________________________________
TTOOYYSS FFOORR TTOOTTSS BBYY TTHHEE PPOOSSTT OOFFFFIICCEE.. Saturday,  Dec.
1st your local postal worker will pick up toys from your
home and deliver them to the US Marines to be
distributed to area children for Christmas. To participate,
buy a new unwrapped or boxed toy and leave it by your
mail box that morning.___________________________________________________

AAA BELLEAIR
TRAVEL: Anne
Reynolds, her new
friends and their
sacred flutes along
the Sepik River in
Papua New Guinea.
Did you know AAA
Belleair Travel
organizes and leads
group travel trips

like this to nearby and foreign places? Call Anne at
584-7678 for more information. ___________________________________________________
SAILING PROGRAM OFFERED - Did you know the
Clearwater Sailing Center on Sand Key offers sailing
programs for young and older? It’s just up the road in
Sand Key. From 25-30 children and teens participate on
a regular basis in the classes. Call 517-7776 for more
information.

Did You Know...
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UPCOMING LARGO EVENTS:
HHOOLLIIDDAAYY EEVVEENNTTSS
December
1st - Holiday Christmas parade (4pm)
1st - Holiday stroll around the world (6-10pm)
1st to 22nd - Santa house calls $40 / half hour visit

518-3016
5th - Very merry Christmas party Central park 6-9pm
8th - Palms and Poinsettias, holiday celebration with

Santa in the park, Ulmer Park, 5-7pm
4th - Breakfast with Santa (10am), Largo's Southwest 

Complex; $7 / child. Call 518-3125 for details
14th - Winter Wonderland Largo's Southwest 

Complex;  (6-8pm); $10 / family - up to 5.  Call
518-3125 for more information__________________________________________________

TTHHEEAATTRREE AANNDD MMUUSSIICCAALL EEVVEENNTTSS::
TThhee ffoolllloowwiinngg eevveennttss wwiillll bbee hheelldd aatt tthhee LLaarrggoo
CCoommmmuunniittyy CCeenntteerr,,  6655 44tthh SSttrreeeett,, NNWW     551188--33113311

November 
29th - The Great Harmik; A Tribute to Tom Jones

December 
11th - Denny, Sheila, & Family from Branson

"An Ozark Family Christmas"
20st - Melody Knighton & Richard Hampton; "A tribute

to Dolly Parton and Kenny Rogers"
January 
17th - Tomy O and Todd Charles Musical, Variety and

Comedy Show

TThhee ffoolllloowwiinngg eevveennttss wwiillll bbee hheelldd aatt tthhee LLaarrggoo CCuullttuurraall
CCeenntteerr,,  110055 CCeennttrraall PPaarrkk DDiivvee    558877--66779933

November
2nd -18th Cabaret; Eight O'Clock Theatre
14th - An Evening With Grocho; Hilarious Comedy

Show (two shows)
21st - Five Guys Named Moe; A hot Louis Jordan

review (two shows)
26th - 27th - Beehive: The 60's Musical; A nostalgic 

look back at the girl groups and soloists of the
60's.

December 
15th - Santa's Holiday Review; Dancing, songs, and

stories of Christmas, Hanukkah and Kwanzaa.
20th - The Kingston Trio, Holiday Show / Big Hits
21st - 22nd - Sister's Christmas Catechism; Funny 

play that takes you back in time.
January 

5th - POCO; Popular band of the 70's. Live
14th - ELVIS (Doug Wilson) The Show Goes On;

Largo Lions Club / Spotlight Series 2008)
18th - Atlanta Rhythm Section; Popular band of the

70's. Live.
29th - The Incredible Bachelors; "Memories of the

Mills Brothers"

For more information about these and other events, visit
the following Web sites:  www.Largo.com
www.LargoArts.com  -  www.EightOClockTheatre.com
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CITIZENS PATROL
PINELLAS COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE
By Jim Frishe
Representative, District 54

Here is an excellent opportunity for
citizen volunteers to improve and
become involved in our community.
The Citizens Patrol Volunteer Program
is offered through the Pinellas County Sheriff's Office.  It
presents citizens with the opportunity to volunteer their time
to serve side by side with deputy sheriffs by performing a
variety of valuable services to the citizens and visitors of
Pinellas County.
Some responsibilities the volunteers would perform include
recovering and transporting found property, directing traffic
at special events or around disabled vehicles, conducting
vacation home check, issuing parking tickets, assisting
disabled motorists, assisting Sheriff's Sexual Predator &
Offender tracking Unit (SPOT) with neighborhood
notifications and much more.
Requirements for Citizen Patrol applicants are:
l Must be a citizen of the United States
l Must be at least 18 years of age
l Must possess a valid driver's license
l Must successfully complete a program application
l Must pass a background investigation (including

polygraph, psychological and physical assessment tests)
l Must attend the 100 hours Citizens Patrol Academy

The Citizens Patrol Volunteer Program mission is to "provide
members of the community the opportunity to work with law
enforcement to provide efficient and
professional public safety and service".  If interested, contact
Bryan Gavin at (727) 582-5602.
The Citizens Patrol Volunteer Program mission is to "provide
members of the community the opportunity to work with law
enforcement to provide efficient and
professional public safety and service".  If interested, contact
Bryan Gavin at (727) 582-5602.

THE WEALTHIEST ZIP CODE IN PINELLAS
In a recent report by the Tampa Bay Business Journal, 
Belleair Beach (33786) was listed as the “Wealthiest” zip
code in Pinellas County. The ranking was determined by
2006 average household incomes. It was Third overall in
the entire Tampa Bay Area. Indian Rocks Beach & Indian
Shores was listed 21st overall, and 3rd along the
beaches.
Below is a listing of others on the Pinellas Beaches.

Avg          Avg       Avg Home
Zip      City                  Income    Net Worth    Value
33786  Belleair Beach $139,500 $1,190,473 $566,500
33715  Tierra Verde    $118,000 $ 934,418  $457,500
33785  Indian Rocks   $  90,000 $ 806,432  $454,600
33706  St Pete Beach  $  83,400 $ 772,300  $441,500

NOTE: 33785 includes Indian Shores; 33706 includes
Treasure Island.



Cabanas at the Belleview Biltmore

Belleview Biltmore

The Belleview Biltmore’s     Early Years      

Guests resting from their bicycle ride on the terraced
lawn. This spot overlooked Clearwater Bay with the Gulf
of Mexico behind (Courtesy of Heritage Village Archives & Library)  

Golfing greats of the day frequented the courses.  Plant
shipped in trainloads of topsoil from Indiana to enable the
grass to grow on the sandy soil. (Courtesy of Heritage Village Archives &
Library) 

The pool was inlaid with over one million ceramic
tiles imported from Italy and held 200,000 gallons
of water.  In 1920 it was used for Olympic trials
(Courtesy of Heritage Village Archives & Library)  

Lawn at the west end of the hotel

Learn more about the Biltmore’s history
and other grand hotels in the book
“FLORIDA’S GRAND HOTELS from the GILDED
AGE” by Wayne Ayers.  Found in local gift
shops and  bookstores.

Photo’s Courtesy of Wayne Ayers and 
the Heritage Village Archives & Library

(Courtesy of Heritage Village Archives & Library)  
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BELLEAIR BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (BBA) This is a
small part of the BBA. They meet on at 5:30 pm the
2nd Thursday of every month for a networking mixer.
The BBA has lots Mixers this year and next:
- Nov. 8: Holiday Mixer at Encore Bank. 
- Dec. 6: Mixer at Marlin Darlin’s 
- Jan. 10: Mixer at Belleair East Health Care Center
- Feb. 14: Mixer by Ecoquest at City Hall.

For more information, call Kim Bender  559-7881.
To Join the BBA, call Bob Griffin,  517-1997__________________________________________________
FACE LIFT AT THE PLAZA! The Plaza  got a new
make over recently. The owner painted the entire
building, changed the awnings to red and more. Just
keeping up with the neighborhood. __________________________________________________
THE BELLEVIEW BILTMORE is finalizing their
restoration/expansion plans.  The completed project will
have 490 available rooms, the hotel itself will have 274,
the Annex 160, and the new beach club hotel on Sand
Key will have 57.  Skanska Construction, in Tampa is
the general contractor. Ron Harn will be the on site
supervisor. He grew up in Belleair in the 50’s.  During
the restoration project, the resort will be closed for 2 full
years, starting next spring. See the story on page 4 and
middle of this newsletter.  __________________________________________________
BELLEAIR CIVIC ASSOCIATION EVENT - The Annual
Belleair Holiday Tree Lighting is Friday, December 7th at
Town of Belleair’s Town Hall at 7PM. After lighting the
tree SANTA has promised to take a few moments with
the children. There will be live music and more. Call
Sherrie Morton at 581-8313 for more information.

ROTARY NEWS
For the sixteenth year, the Rotary Club
of Belleair Bluffs will again sponsor a
holiday party for the children at the
Clearwater Sheriff's Ranch. This is a
residential facility for children who for
whatever reason cannot live with at home. Rotarian,
Tony Mazzone and his wife Dot are the coordinators of
this annual event.  Club members join with the children
& staff for an enjoyable evening featuring pizza,
desserts, and a gift certificate for each child supplied by
the Rotary club. For the last few years, they have been
joined by Dr. Michaelos of St. Micheal's Eye & Laser
Institute and his family, whose generosity have made
the event even more special for the children. The
greatest joy we receive is the gratitude of the children,
who each write an individual note thanking the club.

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS BBRRIIEEFFSS
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TThhee BBeelllleeaaiirr BBrriiddggee
ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn iiss oonn sscchheedduullee
ttoo bbee ccoommpplleetteedd iinn tthhee FFaallll

ooff 22000099..  

AAbboouutt 1188 ppiieerrss hhaavvee bbeeeenn
ccoommpplleetteedd..  TThhee CCoonnttrraaccttoorr
iiss wwoorrkkiinngg oonn tthhee ddrriilllleedd
sshhaafftt ffoouunnddaattiioonnss,, ffoooottiinnggss,,
ccoolluummnnss aanndd ccaappss ffoorr tthhee
ppiieerrss,, iinnssttaalllliinngg ccoonnccrreettee aanndd
sstteeeell sshheeeett ppiillee wwaallllss,,
iinnssttaalllliinngg ffeennddeerr ppiilleess,,
ffaabbrriiccaattiinngg bbeeaammss,, aanndd
wwoorrkkiinngg oonn tthhee rrooaaddwwaayy oonn
tthhee eeaasstt eenndd ooff tthhee pprroojjeecctt..
mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn aavvaaiillaabbllee
aatt tthheeiirr wweebb ssiittee
BBeelllleeaaiirrCCaauusseewwaayyBBrriiddggee..ccoomm

PPhhoottooss ttaakkeenn OOcctt.. 11,, 22000077

BELLEAIR BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION
PROGRESS
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CRUST
8 ounce walnuts - chopped
1/4 cup sugar
1 teaspoon ground 
cinnamon
4 tablespoons butter
FILLING:
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
1 1/2 teaspoons ground ginger 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon freshly grated 

nutmeg
4 eight-ounce packages cream
cheese, at room temp
1 1/2 cups sugar
1 fifteen-ounce can 

unsweetened pumpkin puree 
3 tablespoons bourbon
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract 
4 large eggs
Whipped cream, for serving

Preheat oven to 325 degrees

MAKE THE CRUST:
Place walnuts in the bowl of a food processor, and process until finely
ground. Add melted butter, sugar, and cinnamon. Process just until
combined and the mixture holds together. Transfer the crust mixture to a
9-inch nonstick springform pan (has a removable bottom), and pat out
evenly to make the crust, lining the sides of the pan about 1 1/ 2 inches.
Bake for 10 minutes. Cool completely on a wire rack.
MAKE THE FILLING:
In a small bowl, whisk together flour, ginger, cinnamon, and nutmeg; set aside.
In the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with the paddle attachment, beat the
cream cheese and sugar on medium speed until light and fluffy, about 2
minutes. Add pumpkin, bourbon, vanilla, and flour mixture. Beat to combine.
Add eggs, one at a time, beating to incorporate after each addition.
ASSEMBLE THE CHEESECAKE:
Pour batter into prepared crust. Wrap the outside of the springform pan
with a double layer of aluminum foil. Place in a roasting pan. Place
roasting pan in the oven.  Add enough hot water to come halfway up the
sides of the springform pan. Bake until cake is set in the center, about 1
hour and 45 minutes.  Remove from water, and cool on a wire rack.
Remove foil, and refrigerate for at least 4 hours and up to overnight. 
SERVE:
Unmold by releasing the sides of the pan, and sliding onto a serving
plate. Serve with whipped cream.

213 Gulf Blvd.       
Indian Rocks Beach  
593-7040

PUMPKIN CHEESECAKE
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. . . a Tasteful Concept
Now Available at Bella Vino

Place your orders Now for Thanksgiving pies!

Now o�ering premium cigars by Arturo Fuente, Ashton, Davido� & Rocky Patel 

I N E

727-584-5552
Belleair Bluffs, FL  33770

Mandalay Realty Group, Inc. is located at the entrance of
"Antique Alley" in Belleair Bluffs.  Our location is ideally situated
to provide exceptional service to the areas that we specialize in.

This includes Belleair, Belleair Bluffs, Harbor Bluffs, the Gulf
Beaches and the Intracoastal Waterfront Communities

RREEAALL EESSTTAATTEE SSAALLEESS && PPRROOPPEERRTTYY MMAANNAAGGEEMMEENNTT

SAND PEARL is JMC's newest gulf front development on Clearwater Beach 
Condominium Residences:

2/2 w/ den 1946 Sq. Ft. on the 14th floor, Asking $1,599,000 
Boutique Residences:

2/2  2022 Sq. Ft. 4th  Asking $1,395,000

598 Indian Rocks Rd Belleair Bluffs, Fl  33770
Office 727.584.0900 l Fax 727.210.2271 l

www.mandalayrealtygroup.com
Visit our website to view “photo gallery tours” of our listings

AARREEAA BBUUSSIINNEESSSS DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY
RESTAURANTS 
Bonefish Grill 518-1230
Coaster’s Bar & Grille 596-3332
Cody’s Roadhouse Grill 584-8473
Cold Stone Creamery 585-5727
E&E Stakeout 585-6399
Guppy’s at the Beach 593-2032
Hungry Howie's Pizza (Delivers) 596-1400
Jewel Cafe 518-7901
Le Bouchon Bistro 585-9777
Marlin Darlin’s Grill 584-1700
Panera Bread 518-8900
Thai Basil 518-7705
Westshore Pizza (Delivers) 585-6974
REAL ESTATE & MORTGAGES
Bella Capri Condos 373-3948
Mandalay Realty Group 584-0900
Pyramid Realty 559-9800
Seminole Funding 392-1906
Sunbelt Lending 518-7818
HOME REPAIR AND SERVICES
BetterView Windows & Shutters 320-9585
FAS Windows & Doors 813-435-6636
Floor Designs 657-9805
Generx Generators 938-8473
Long Hardwood Flooring 538-9663
Madeira Beach Electric 319-8999
Westenberger Tree Service 535-9770
Wired Island Home 596-6030
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
American Car Care & Towing 547-8421
Courteous Car Care 581-3600
HEALTH AND BEAUTY
A Golden Glo 581-5158
Belleair Opticians 584-0730
Bender Chiropractic 559-7881
Morton Plant Hospital 462-7500
Prescription Weight Loss 581-4900
Radiance Medspa 518-7100
Shear Delight 581-6925
Suncoast Hospital 581-9474
Wright Dental Care 584-5548
BUSINESSES AND PERSONAL SERVICES
AAA Belleair Travel 584-7678
Ambassador Limousine 442-9050
Belleview Biltmore 373-3000
Belleair Images 686-1455
East Bay Insurance Financial 535-4603
JK Flowers 588-4583
Moss Feaster, Dignity Memorial 595-2914
West Bay Animal Hospital 585-0549
SHOPPING - FOOD AND WINE
Albertsons 584-7606
Bella Vino 584-5552
Belleair Food Mart 584-3697
Surf & Turf Market 585-8781
Wine Styles 518-9463
SHOPPING - GENERAL
Beans About Cooking 588-3303
Belleair Jewelry 584-0157
Belleair Pool Supply 483-9671
Ecoquest International 726-5715
Hammerhead’s Ace Hardware 581-5077
Kaige’s Boutique 586-7500
Robert Young Jewelers 584-1110
The Silver Queen 585-4502
BOATING & REPAIR
Belleair Marine Services 586-7580
Chesapeake Yacht 501-0117

Bender Chiropractic, PA
321 Indian Rocks Rd
Belleair Bluffs

727.559.7881
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MMOORREE BBUUSSIINNEESSSSEESS NNEEWWSS
NEW BUSINESSES:
SHOES BY BEVERLY new to The Plaza, 100 Indian Rocks
Road North, Belleair Bluffs. 584-7755

ANIMAL HOSPITAL OF WEST BAY - There’s a new vet
in town at  2402 West Bay, Dr. Cynthia Stroup.  Actually,
she isn’t a new vet, but she has opened a new office.

CORRECTION: Beverages 2 Go and Claudio’s Family
Restaurant did not close; the sale fell through.___________________________________________________
OUT OF BUSINESS:
CAPTAIN & KINGS - 100 The Plaza, Now - Shoes by
Beverly

ANGELLINO’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT in Largo closed in
September.  They are building a strip center at that
location. They may reopen in the Seminole area.
___________________________________________________

BUSINESS ANNIVERSARIES:
KKAAIIGGEE’’SS BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE aatt TTHHEE PPLLAAZZAA is one year old this
month. Kelly and Paige opened their ladies fashion store
in November of 2006.

OLD HARBOR BANK is now one year old. Located at
715 Indian Rocks Road North. Denine Barham is the
branch manager.

BBEANS ABOUT COOKING celebrates 5 years in their
store at THE PLAZA

CASSI & COMPANY,, a fine ladies clothing store in THE
PLAZA, is now 19 years old.___________________________________________________
ART ON THE PLAZA A special event was held October
10-11 featuring famous author MICHAEL VOLLBRACT.___________________________________________________
BBA SETS SAIL ON CLEARWATER
Many members participated in a dinner cruise on the
Starlite Majesty, docked at the Clearwater Marina.  The
cruise, one of many yearly activities was Sunday,
September 30th.  A great time was had by all! Join the
BBA and get involved.___________________________________________________
WAGON OF HOPE October was Breast Cancer
Awareness month. Pam Roper, owner of Beans About
Cooking, is a breast cancer survivor. Sadly, her sister
Beverly, wasn’t. In October, Pam offered a raffle she
called the  the Wagon of Hope.  The prize was a large
wagon full of goodies, mostly from her store. The Hope
is that the $ 1200 raised and donated to Susan G
Komen Foundation, helps to find a cure.



CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS
WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS
IN THE HEART OF PINELLAS

COUNTY
By Karen Williams Seel
Pinellas County Commissioner,
District 5

The days on the calendar are
blowing by with the gentle autumn
breezes. The holiday season is quickly approaching with
hurried thoughts of tasks to accomplish. While making
holiday to-do lists, why not set aside a few hours to visit
nearby Heritage Village, Pinellas County Extension and
Florida Botanical Gardens? These destinations offer
numerous engaging, fun and popular events that add just
the right trimmings to every holiday plan.  
In the heart of Pinellas County between Ulmerton Road
and Walsingham Road, these outstanding destinations
have rolled out a cornucopia of programs, workshops and
special events. To add to the fun, a new, dynamic Market
in the Park at Pinellas County Extension starting in
November adds to tastes and sounds of the
holidays.Many children's activities are planned.
The Market in the Park opens Saturday, Nov. 3, from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. The Market brings together healthy, farm-
fresh, local produce, delicious gourmet foods, beautiful
plants and much more. Natural health juice, honey,
organic cotton products, handmade soaps, baked dog
treats and garden tools are a few of the delights offered
for sale. The booths will be set up in the main parking lot
adjacent to the Pinellas County Extension and the Florida

Botanical Gardens.
Bringing a new twist to the area, Pinellas County Extension
and Master Gardeners experts will open creative channels
of information for residents. They will hold free
educational seminars and offer informational booths on
gardening, nutrition and all things natural during market
hours. In November, visitors can learn about organic
gardening, watch a cooking demonstration, discover the
world of 4-H, explore efforts to restore habitats at the
Florida Botanical Gardens and even enter a favorite
recipe in the 4-H Apple Cookoff. For an up-to-date
schedule of events, visit
http://www.pinellascounty.org/Events/marketinthepark.htm
l. The Market remains open every Saturday until April 19,
2008.
Welcome the holidays by starting a new tradition and visit
the free Illuminated Gardens at Florida Botanical Gardens
and the Trees & Traditions at Heritage Village. Starting
Sunday, Nov. 25 through Jan. 3, at the Illuminated
Gardens, visitors can stroll through the beautiful Florida
Botanical Gardens and marvel at Pinellas County's
premier holiday light event with more than 425,000 lights.
At Heritage Village Saturday, Dec. 1, from 1 to 4 p.m. the
Trees & Traditions event helps celebrate the holiday season
with a one-day multicultural event featuring music and
dance performances and decorated holiday trees by
SPIFFS. 
Admission to these destinations and events is free. For
more information about Pinellas County events and
programs, visit www.pinellascounty.org/Events. Autumn is
in the air, and the holidays are just around the calendar
so get out and have some fun courtesy of your Pinellas
County government.
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