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Everyone knows Clearwater’s hospital is called Morton Plant 
Hospital. Many also know when, it was built 100 years ago, it was 
named for a man - Morton Plant, who we assume either built it or 

donated the money to build it, but who really was he? 
Morton Freeman Plant was born Aug 18, 1852, outside of New 
Haven in Branford, Connecticut to Henry and Ellen Plant. His father 
was already wealthy from his railway and steamer lines. Morton 
was Henry’s second son. The first child lived only 17 months. 
His mother had consumption (now known as tuberculosis) from the 
time Morton was born. During the winter, they would move south 
to Jacksonville, Florida and other southern cities for her heath. In 
1862, coincidentally during the Civil War, Plant’s mother died. He 
was only ten years old.  
During his childhood, Plant’s father was very busy expanding his 
Southern Express Railroad company throughout the south. Because 
his father traveled all the time, Plant was basically raised by 
relatives. He got his first boat, a catboat, at 13 and his obsession 
with boats only grew over time. At 16, he was employed part-time 
by his father working for the Southern Express Company. Later in 
life he would become its Chairman of the Board. He graduated 
from the Russell Military School, in New Haven where his love of 
sailing intensified. 
His father married Miss Margaret Loughman, a New Yorker of Irish 
descent. Plant and his new step-mother did not see eye-to-eye and 
since he was 21, Plant didn’t feel a need for a new mother and 
kept his distance.
By 1884, Plant was involved in all aspects of his father’s railroad 
operations serving as Vice President of The Plant System. He 
remained Vice President until 1902, when three years after his 
father’s death, the Plant System was consolidated with the Atlantic 
Coast Line Railroad. 
At 35, Plant married Nellie Capron on June 23, 1887. They had 
one son, Henry Bradley Plant, Jr., in 1895.
The Plant Company, owner of Clearwater’s Belleview Hotel, began its construction in 1895. It was built entirely of Florida 
pine and painted with a grayish paint sealer which led to the nickname “The Grey Gables.” The hotel opened January 
15, 1897. Plant recommended and oversaw the addition of recreational amenities, including a 6-hole golf course and 
bicycle racing track. 
Two years later, at the age of 80, Plant’s father died at his home in New York. He had recently drawn up a new will, 
leaving almost everything to his grandson, Henry Jr., but wife Margaret had the will nullified and regained most of his 
fortune. Plant received a small portion; grandson Henry Jr. received nothing. Plant’s portion included $73 million and the 
ownership of several hotels, including the Griswold in Groton,CT. and the Belleview in Clearwater. 
After his father’s death, Plant became the sole owner of the Plant Steamship Lines and continued to be Vice President if 
almost all of his father’s railroad operations. Plant also owned the Shore Line Electric Railway, one of the largest single 
trolley systems in the United States. 
Plant was never a full-time Clearwater resident. He spent most of his time in New York and in New London, Connecticut. 
He was a major player in the development of New London, helping to build roads, churches, office buildings, hotels, and 
their trolley line.  
In Connecticut, Plant owned a large farm called The Branford House. It was a $3 million spread. Wife Nellie designed 

the house and grounds while she studied architecture at the 
Sorbonne. Today, the mansion, owned by the University of 
Connecticut, is considered to be one of the most beautiful 
homes in the U.S. 

morton plant - the man
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CITY NUMBERS
City of Belleair Bluffs
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd  City Hall:    584-2151
  Fire Dept:                             587-6714 
  Sheriff:                                 582-6200
  MAYOR - Chris Arbutine, Sr 
  COMMISSIONERS — 
    Joseph A. Barkley, III  • Suzy Sofer
    Jack Nazario • Taylour Shimkus 
City of Belleair BeaCh
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646
  Fire Dept:                             595-1117
  Sheriff:                                 582-6200
  MAYOR - Leslie Notaro  
  COMMISSIONERS — Julie Chandler
    Wanda Schwerer • Jeril  Cohen
    Mitchell Krach •Pamela Gunn 
    John Pietrowski  
town of Belleair shore
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
  Fire Dept:                              595-1117
  Sheriff:                                  582-6200
  Mayor:  Robert E. Schmidt, Jr.
  COMMISSIONERS — Ray Piscitelli
    Dorothy Niewlarowski • Deborah 
    Roseman, Vice Mayor • Ray Piscitelli 
    Steve  Bloom 
town of Belleair TownofBelleair.com
901 Ponce de Leon Blvd, Belleair          588-3769
  Fire Dept:           588-8392
  Police Dept:          588-3769
  MAYOR - Gary H. Katica
  COMMISSIONERS — Kevin Piccarreto 
   Deputy Mayor• Tom Shelly
   Michael Wilkinson• Karla Rettstatt  
City of Largo  Largo.com
201 Highland Ave, Info:          587-6700
  Fire Dept:          587-6714
  Police:                                   586-7427
  MAYOR - Woody Brown
  VICE MAYOR - James Robinson
  COMMISSIONERS — Michael Smith
   John Carroll • Curtis Holmes
   Samantha Fenger • Donna Holck
-----------------------------------------
sheriff non-emergenCies  582-6200
sheriff dispatCh        582-6177
pinellas County info         464-3000
eleCtriCity                       443-2641
phone (residential) 800-483-4000
Bright house CaBle       329-5020

Belleair reC Center          518-3728
Belleair fine arts soCiety 934-4304
Belleair soCial CluB        585-9633
Belleair Bridge group   669-5283
Belleair rotary CluB
JoAnn Bruner                 544-4433 x222
Belleair womens repuBliCan CluB
Sherrie Morton                      581-8313
Belleair BeaCh island garden CluB
Marjorie Rose                     238-8691
Belleair garden CluB
Claire Whitaker, President        724-4645
Belleair BeaCh ladies lunCheon CluB
Lois O’Donnell        595-1349
Bluffs Business assoCiation
Bonnie Trembulak         686-8797 
Clearwater garden CluB
Maggie Cluster        488-8705
town of Belleair CiViC assoC.
Roz White, President        462-2674
Clearwater sailing         517-7776
-------------------------------------------
pinellas County info          464-3000
Commission offiCes          464-3377 
    Karen Seel                     464-3278
state:
Senator Jack Latvala         727-793-2797
   Republican, District 20
   26133 US Hwy19 N. Ste 201, Clearwater
  Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov
Senator Jeff Brandes             727-395-2512
  Dist. 22 3637 Fourth St. N., Ste 101 St. Pete
  Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern   727-395-2512
   Republican, District 66
   8383 Seminole Blvd. Suite B, Seminole
   larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
  Rick.Scott@myflorida.com 
florida united states senators:
  Marco Rubio                                   202-224-3041
  www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
  www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
area united states representatiVe:
David Jolly                          727-392-4100
  9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
  www.house.gov/jolly 

This newsletter is published by 
GRIFFIN PRODUCTIONS, Inc. and 

is mailed to occupied residence 
and business in Belleair Beach, 
Belleair Bluffs, Harbor Bluffs, 
and part of Largo. We are not 

officially associated with any city 
government.
puBlisher

Bob & Becky Griffin
art direCtion

Becky Griffin
sales

727-517-1997 
ContaCt info

P.O. Box 1314
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785
517-1997 ~ 517-1998 FAX

BeachNewsletters.com
If you are interested in advertising, 

we offer resident, multi-city and 
annual discounts. Ads need to be 
reserved one month in advance.  

E-mail:bob@griffindirectories.com 
or visit beachnewsletters.com for 

more information.
© 2016 Griffin Productions, Inc.

Belleair area 
neighBorhood newsletter 

Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area 
inside. We call it a Neighborhood 
Newsletter because it is about your 
neighborhood. It is mailed to the 
entire Belleair Area - a total of about 
8,000 households - six times a year.
Do you need another copy of 
this newsletter. You may pick up 
additional copies of this newsletter at 
all City Halls, Wildfield Marketplace, 
Panara Bread, most Banks and the 
Belleair Market. Need a lot? Call 
517-1997.
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. 
We want your input. Did you like 
this issue? What suggestions do you 
have for future articles? Call or email 
us with your comments, or take our 
online survey at beachnewsletters.com.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997 
bob@griffindirectories.com

see you again in 
oCtoBer!

AUgUST
Little League Now
Sales Tax Holiday                             5-7
Gracie’s Big Splash          6
Largo’s Highland 5k Run         6
Largo’s Back to School Expo         6
Property Appraiser Trim Notices Mailed 8 
Public School Begins        10 
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer       11
Buc’s First Pre-Season Game       11 
Boat Club to Marina Cantina       13 
Largo’s Indoor Garage Sale       20
Dinghy Poker Run Clearwater Yacht Club  27
Primary State Elections Tues               30 
SEpTEMBER
Labor Day Public Schools Closed         5
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer                  8
Boat Club’s Island Party                     10
Grand Parents Day                            11 

Patriots Day                                       11 
Buc’s First Game                               11 
Chemical Cleanup - Seminole           17 
Autumn Begins                                 22 
Clearwater Offshore Race Festival 23-24 
Clearwater Offshore Boat Races        25
National Coffee Day                         29 
OCTOBER
Fire Prevention Month
Household Chemical Cleanup - Largo 1 
OktoberFest Indian Rocks                    8 
Blessing Of Animals Indian Rocks                            8 
Blessing Of Animals Clearwater Yacht Club 9 
Yom Kipper                                 11-12
Columbus Day Public Schools Closed 12
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer                13
Stone Crab Season Opens                15
National Bosses Day                         16
Clearwater Jazz Coachman Park 13-16 

 Calendar of upComing eVents
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Our 50th Anniversary Issue
W ow time really does fly. This is our 50th issue of the Belleair Neighborhood Newsletter - 

NINE years, FIFTY Issues! 
Our plan from the beginning was to provide residents with local information and a touch of 

our history, too. We put ourselves in your shoes, and published things someone in the Belleair wanted 
to know; things we wanted to know. What events are coming up? What restaurants are opening or 
closing? What is being built on that empty lot? Is a new business opening in that closed storefront? 
What’s going on in nearby Sand Key, Indian Rocks or Largo?
From the beginning, we encouraged local organizations to contribute their news, including 
Womens’ Clubs, The Rotary, Garden Clubs and Social Groups. We invited various government 

officials to submit their news and press releases which we pass on to you, since they represent you.
If you remember—and we do—the first issue had a historical story about the opening of the first Belleair Causeway 

Bridge in 1950. In 2007, construction on the new Belleair Causeway Bridge had already begun and was featured in the middle 
section of that issue. The first issue, was much like it is today, but smaller - only 24 pages. Today it has grown to 40, sometimes 
more, pages. 
What started ten years ago as a small part of our business has become the primary thing we do. We expanded the concept and 
print similar newsletters for three other areas - Clearwater Beach, Indian Rocks and Downtown St Petersburg. 
We still work out of our house in Indian Rocks Beach, just the two of us, with no other employees. While Bob may be the face 
everyone sees, collecting information, taking all the photos and conducting interviews, Becky works behind the scenes designing 
the ads, editing the stories and pulling all the information together into the format you see each issue.
We realize none of this would be possible without two, not necessarily exclusive groups, of people. First, without our advertisers 
support, there would not be a newsletter. They pay for our printing and mailing costs. But more importantly, we want to thank 
you, our readers. If you did not read our newsletter, and support our advertisers, there would be no reason to print it.
We get the most incredible comments, letters and emails from our readers. Most of them warm our hearts and many make us 
laugh. We have met many people along the way, some of which have become close friends. Thank you for allowing us to do 
this every day. We hope to continue publishing it for many more years.
We hope you enjoy our 50th issue. If you want to read some you may have missed, you can find them all online at    
www.BeachNewsletter.com.          
Bob and Becky Griffin, Publishers
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how many will 
it hold? Largo’s 
McGough Park 
has a new floating 
turtle platform in 
the pond near 
the entrance. 
The turtles seem 
to really enjoy 
sunning themselves 

there and the rangers have been keeping track of how 
many turtles can fit on the platform at one time. So far 
the record is 24. Next time you stop by the park, give it a 
count and see if there is a new record. 
help a Child Guardian ad Litem (GAL) Program of 
Pinellas and Pasco Counties is seeking volunteers to 
be advocates for abused and neglected children. GAL 
volunteers are the child’s voice in court and out of the 
courtroom make sure their needs are being met. GAL 
volunteer’s only goal is the child’s best interest and many 
times they are the only consistent adult in the child’s 
life. In our community, the number of foster children 
is staggering - almost 3,000 children a year, and over 
1,000 of them are waiting for their volunteer advocate. 
GAL needs your help to ensure every child has a voice in 
court. To find out more about becoming a GAL volunteer, 
visit guardianadlitem6.org/whatis.php or email Amy 
Foster at AmyF@galf6.org. Volunteer opportunities are 
available in all areas, not just as an advocate. 
sChool starts early this year The 2016-2017 
public school year begins earlier than previous years, it 
opens Wednesday August 10th. Pinellas County decided 
by starting earlier, the first semester will end before the 
December Holiday Break, allowing students to finish their 
testing before the break. School will end on May 25th 
which is before Memorial Day. A state law was recently 
changed allowing the School Board to do this. 
rio Bound 
Brad Kendall, 
34, is a crew 
member on 
the #1 ranked 
Paralympic 
Sonar crew 
which won 
the 2016 
Para World 
Championships 
in Medemblik 
Netherlands 
in late May. Shown here left to right- bowman Hugh Freund 
(Maine), Trimmer and Tactician (Clearwater native) Brad 
Kendell, and Skipper Rick Doerr (New Jersey) Kendall began 
sailing at the Clearwater Yacht Club when he was 6 years 
old, but move on to other watersports as he got older. In 
2003, when he was 22, Kendall, his father and a friend 
were flying home in a small plane when it crashed. Only 
Brad survived, but eventually lost both his legs above the 
knees. The life-changing, tragic accident ultimately brought 
Kendall back to sailing. With this win, they will now go to Rio 
to represent the United States in the Paralympic games in 
September. 

Did You Know
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eleCtion time The Pinellas County Supervisor of 
Elections mailed approximately 247,000 ballots to 
domestic voters on Tuesday, July 26 for the August 30 
Primary Election. Approximately 22 pallets, each stacked 
5 feet high with mail trays holding ballots, were loaded 
from the warehouse into large delivery trucks. Shown 
here is Supervisor of Elections Debra Clark with just 
two of the pallets. The is a primary election for U.S. 
Senator, and for the Republicans the Representative for 
District 13 and the Property Appraiser. In addition, two 
judges and two school board members will be elected. 
A constitutional amendment to exempt the value of solar 
panels and renewable energy equipment from real estate 
property tax will also be included. 
shine returns Bringing more than a dozen new 
murals and special events to the city, the SHINE St. 
Petersburg Mural Festival will be September 1 - 10,  
showcasing colorful and inspiring public murals by 
a diverse group of artists from around the world. An 
exciting new twist this year brings art off the walls and 
onto the streets, with the Painted Intersection Project. 
Led by acclaimed local artist Cecelia Lueza, with help 
of volunteers, the project will transform the intersection 
at Central Ave and 5th Street into a dynamic artwork 
using traffic paint. Lueza was commissioned to paint 
intersections in Ft. Lauderdale as part of a similar project, 
and that city reports traffic calming and safer pedestrian 
environments as a result.  
water needed 
From start to finish, the 
making of one quarter 
pound hamburger patty 
requires 460 gallons of 
water or the equivalent 
of two months of your 
showers. The number 
can vary depending on 
the production system; 
grazing uses less than 
industrial feeding. It takes 
a lot of water to grow 
grain and roughage to feed a cow. Water is also needed 
for them to drink. Per pound of product, beef products 
have a larger water footprint than any other animal 
product. Overall, the meat and dairy industry use one 
third of the earth’s fresh water.  
our next issue is in oCtoBer Read this issue, as 
well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

and More...
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failing to plan 
isn’t a good plan 

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
As the old adage goes, people don’t 
plan to fail, they simply fail to plan. For 
some strange reason, this is especially 
true when it comes to our finances. 
When did you last update your written 
financial plan? Oops, you have never 
had one done? 
Imagine trying to build a home without a 
set of architectural drawings. How would 
you feel about a doctor operating on you 
without having prepared a plan for the 
surgery or a lawyer going into a trial without a written plan 
to win the case? Every business owner or CEO knows the 
value of a business plan. Not having a plan is a plan, but 
not a very good one. 
In short, perhaps you can get lucky and succeed without 
a plan, but you significantly increase the odds of success 
when you have a written plan, no matter what you are 
doing. A financial plan also instills confidence in your 
investments. 
The plan does not necessarily have to be hundred pages 
long and weigh five pounds. Sometimes it can be written in 
a few pages. It needs to be tailored to your unique situation 
and should not be a cookie cutter plan where everyone 
basically gets the same advice. Often the plan is specific to 
a particular part of your financial life like retirement, estate 
planning, etc. 
If an integrated plan is needed it will cover your net worth, 
cash flow, budgeting, risk tolerance analysis, investment 
review and analysis, asset allocation, retirement planning 
including Social Security, education funding for the 
children/grandchildren, estate planning, insurance (life, 
disability, property and casualty, personal liability, long 
term care, etc.), and asset protection. 
In the “old” days, the plan needed to be updated every 
three to five years or whenever a major financial/personal 
event (new job, promotion, marriage/divorce, health issue, 
etc.) occurred. Today, however, though the use of software, 
it can be kept current on almost a daily basis letting you 
see how even small changes in income and/or net worth 
will affect the plan in a positive or negative way. Thus, 
keeping the plan current will not only keep you up to date, 
but it can also help in making a decision about different 
scenarios. 
If you have never done a financial plan why wait? Please 
schedule a complimentary no obligation meeting with us to 
learn more about creating your personal financial plan. 

ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105
Clearwater, FL33756
727-441-9022, info@provise.com

Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise Management Group, LLC. 
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Plant had a large philanthropic spirit. One favorite 
charitable activity involved sending bright young people 
to college. He helped found The Connecticut College for 
Women, now the Connecticut College, in New London, by 
buying land for $25,000 and building two dormitories, at 
the cost of $60,000. He named them Plant and Blackstone 
Halls, after his mother and father. He gave the school a 
$100,000 endowment, the beginning of a $250,000 legacy 
with the college. He was also the College’s first chairman of 
the board, when it opened in 1915.
Plant was also an enthusiastic sportsman including 
yachting, baseball, and golf. He owned the schooner 
“Ingomar”, and won 21 out of 25 races in Europe in one 
season. He also owned the “Elena”, which likewise won 
many races. His steamship yachts included “Venetia”, 
“Vanadis” and the “Iolanda,” on which in 1909-10, Plant 
and friends, voyaged around the world. He published a 
book about the trip called The Cruise of the Iolanda. 
Plant owned a large stake in the Philadelphia National 
League baseball club and was the sole owner of the New 
London Eastern League club. He was also fond of hunting 
and competitive shooting. In addition, he was a member 
of several sports-oriented clubs, including the Manhattan 
Club, Automobile Club, Ardsley Club, and the Racquet and 
Tennis Club.  
In 1912, Plant’s son Henry, was involved in a serious car 
accident which crushed his leg and hip. That accident 
demonstrated to Plant the need for a local hospital, leading 
Plant to become involved in raising funds for a hospital 
which would eventually bear his name. The Morton Plant 
Hospital opened January 1st, 1916 aided by his $100,000 
endowment. 

Shortly after his son’s accident, his wife Nellie died on 
August 7, 1913. They were married for 26 years. 
By the early 1900s, cars started to be seen in the area. As 
Plant mingled with most of the prominent families in New 
York and Connecticut, he and his friends were the first to 
own them. Clearwater had very bad streets. Plant offered to 
pay a third of the cost of paving South Ft Harrison Avenue 
from Turner St to Belleview Boulevard with bricks. 
Eventually, Plant paved from South Ft Harrison to his hotel. 
There had been congestion where Belleview Boulevard 
meets Indian Rocks Road when the train deposited hotel 
visitors there every day around 5pm.
A year after his wife’s death, Plant married Mae C. 
Manwaring in 1914 in Groton, Connecticut. Previously 
married, she had a son Phillip, who Plant adopted. 
Phillip was ten years older than son Henry. Mae wanted 
to live in New York and Plant already owned a mansion 
encompassing the entire block of Fifth Avenue. 
Mae had fun with her new husband’s wealth. She suggested a 
swimming pool be built on the Belleview’s property. Italian tile 
setters laid over one million ceramic tiles to line the 75x60 foot 
pool, which was completed 1919. 
The Plants lived in their mansion on New York’s Fifth Avenue 
until 1917. They then built another house in upper Manhattan, 
which is where they were living when Plant died of pneumonia 
on November 4, 1918, just five years after he and Mae were 
married. Plant was 66. His son Henry Plant Jr. lived primarily in 
Connecticut and on his 140-foot yacht, the Mascot in Miami. 
He was in poor health most of his life and died at the age of 
42. 

morton plant, continued
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huge need for BaCk to 
sChool Clothes & shoes

Back to School is nearing and 
Clothes To Kids is busy clothing 
the low-income, in-need children 
in Pinellas County, all free of 
charge. Clothes To Kids needs 
clothing and shoes especially 
elementary school boys pants, 
shorts, uniforms and shoes.
Each year Clothes To Kids provides 
more than 11,000 low-income 
and in crisis Pinellas county school 
children from Pre-K4 through 
12th grade with much needed clothes. Each child receives a 
complete wardrobe consisting of 5 pairs of new underwear 
and socks, 4 pants, 5 tops, a dress, shoes and a jacket in 
season. We need to fill our racks especially sizes 6-16 pants 
(including uniform pants) and shorts for young boys and 
young men. We are asking the community to continue to 
donate gently new and used clothing, for school. Families 
that need clothing can make an appointment to shop at our 
St. Pete or Clearwater store. Call us today! 727-441-5050.
Donations may be dropped off from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday at either of our two stores, one in 
Clearwater at 1059 N. Hercules Avenue and one in St. Pete 
at 2168 34th Street South. Cash donations are also needed 
to purchase clothing in short supply, new underwear and 
socks. For more information or to schedule an appointment 
to shop, please call 441-5050 or visit our website at 
clothestokids.org. 
Do you know a child in grade PreK4-12 in need of school 
clothes? Eligible children receive a week’s wardrobe. 
Families eligible for free/reduced price lunches may use their 
lunch letter as a referral. Call for an appointment, 
727-441-5050.                    

2nd annual superhero 5k 
run, walk & stroller roll 

Benefiting the Guardian ad Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay
Saturday, October 15, 2016, 8:30am

Make a difference in the life of an abused or neglected 
child today by participating in the 2nd annual SuperHero 
5K Run, Walk and Stroller Roll. This event will raise 
community awareness for the 3,000 children in Pinellas 
and Pasco Counties who have been removed from their 
homes by no fault of their own. Monies raised will make a 
difference in the lives of children in foster care here in our 
local community. 
The family friendly, all ages, and abilities event will be held 
on Saturday, October 15th, starting and ending at Nolan’s 
Pub, 230 Main Street, Safety Harbor. SuperHero costumes 
are encouraged but not required. The race course will run 
along the beautiful Safety Harbor waterway. They will kick 
off at 8:30 am with the 5K Run. Activities afterwards for 
runners and families. Awards will be given for top qualifiers 
of the 5K Run. Snacks and water will be provided. 
A school uniform collection drive will be held benefitting 
children served by the Guardian ad Litem program 
of Pinellas and Pasco counties. 
For more information 
and to register, visit 
thesuperhero5k.com.
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merCy Chefs feeds 
single mothers

Mercy Chefs wanted to bless single-
mother families at Shepherd’s 
Village by preparing 200 meals. 
Shepherd’s Village extended this 
blessing to The City of Belleair Bluffs 
staff, the BBA and their families as 
a way of saying “Thank You” for 
all they do for Shepherd’s Village, 
an affordable housing program for 
single mothers and their children 
located in Belleair Bluffs. 
The event took place in the beginning of July at The 
City of Belleair Bluffs Park. First Baptist Church provided 
Face Painters and a Bounce House. Everyone enjoyed 
a delicious meal served by Mercy Chefs and a host of 
volunteers.
Mercy Chefs began when founder R. Gary LeBlanc was 
leading a team of responders in the days after Hurricane 
Katrina. The call to feed people and share the Love 
of Christ led him to provide a service that would be 
dedicated to offering high quality and professionally 
prepared meals to victims, volunteers and first responders. 
This is when the vision for Mercy Chefs was born. 
“There is something about a shared meal that brings 
people together. When we hand someone who has lost 
everything a hot meal, it blesses us. To see them take a 
moment of pause - mentally, emotionally and physically, 
and eat a delicious meal in the midst of devastation, we 
feel we’ve made a difference that day,” explains LeBlanc
Mercy Chefs is dedicated to exemplifying Christ’s 
compassion and mercy to any and all that need 
assistance and relief in times of disaster and devastation. 
They have highly skilled Mercy Chefs in Virginia, 
Wisconsin, Texas, Georgia, Oklahoma, North Carolina 
and Arizona. Volunteers in these and many more states 
and are expanding their base of volunteer chefs, cooks, 
industry professionals and helpers. Mercy Chefs is a 
donor based 501(c)3 organization. For information, visit 
www.Mercychefs.com.

snow ski CluB
Pinellas County’s only snow ski club, will be holding their 
33rd annual kickoff meeting Friday, August 12th at the East 
Bay Country Club, 702 Country Club Dr, Largo. Starting at 
6:30pm, this event will showcase the club’s three winter ski 
trips and summer vacation trip for the upcoming season.
With trips planned to Beaver Creek, Crested Butte and 
Snowmass Colorado plus Costa Rica, there will be trips all 
season long including Spring Break. Trips are for all levels 
of skiers and non skiers alike at various price ranges. 
Snowmass is scheduled to coincide with Spring Break for 
Pinellas and  Hillsborough County Schools, as well as USF 
and many private schools. 
Visit snowshark.org or their Facebook page.

dog days of summer
Pinellas County Animal Services is offering reduced 
adoption fees for the month of August. $25 for large 
dogs and $40 for puppies and small breeds. For more 
information, call (727) 582-2600, option 8. Animal 
Services is located at 12450 Ulmerton Road, Largo. Visit 
pinellascounty.org/animalservices.
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Environmentalists have been concerned 
there may be an increase in the number 
of boat-related manatee deaths. In 
response, a Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Committee was formed in 
Pinellas County to analyze the impact of 
boating on manatees. After numerous 
meetings, the committee proposed a 
plan to close many areas to high-speed 
boat traffic during our area’s manatee 
season.
Once the proposed plan was 
completed, meetings were held to 
explain it to the public and to invite 
public comment. The plan included 21 
proposed zones where boaters would 
be required to operate at an idle speed 

from April 1 through October 31. Many, but not all areas are 
very shallow sea grass beds that are not suitable for boating. 
The plan was adopted by the FWC at the end of 2015. Signs 
will be installed in the next few months county-wide.
So what does this mean to you as a boater? First, the 
Intracoastal Waterway channel north of Walsingham Bridge up 
to Clearwater Pass will remain untouched as a full speed zone, 
except around the bridges. In Belleair, you may see Manatee 
Zones signs in areas that are already too shallow for boating.
In Indian Rocks Beach, all of the city outside the channel, with 
the exception of the two basins on either side of 20th Avenue, 
will be no wake zones and closed to watersports seven months 
a year. Some closed areas are very popular watersports areas 
and people may be surprised to see the new signs.
Ironically, after the decision was made, The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service proposed removing the West Indian manatee 
from the endangered species list and instead reclassifying 
it as “threatened.” This is due to significant improvements 
in its population and habitat conditions. The proposal has 
been in the works for two years. Research shows the manatee 
population is healthier than it has ever been and officials admit 
manatee sightings in Indian Rocks Beach’s coves are very rare. 
Today, there are more than 6,300 manatees in Florida, a 500% 
increase in the species’ population since they were added to 
the endangered list in 1972. Experts attribute it primarily to the 
improved water quality that has led to healthier seagrass beds 
where they feed. Given today’s conditions, experts feel there 
is less than a 2 ½% chance the manatee population in Florida 
will fall below 4000 in the next 100 years.
“Manatee are one of the most charismatic and instantly 
recognizable species,” said Michael Bean, principal deputy 
assistant secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks at the 
Department of the Interior. “While there is still work to be done, 
their numbers are climbing and the threats to the species’ 
survival are being reduced.”
Creating the new manatee zones has been a long and 
contentious process, with many people on both sides. Everyone 
loves manatees, and its great news to know their population is 
growing so rapidly, but people like their watersports, too. 
Look for new GO SLOW signs in County waterways to start 
popping up soon. The signs can be confusing for those 
unfamiliar with them. Please familiarize yourself with the 
different speed limits to avoid a violation. 
For information, visit PinellasCounty.org/StateManateePlan.

intraCoastal areas to
BeCome no wake manatee zones
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By Commissioner Karen Williams Seel
We are blessed to live in a gorgeous, one-of-a-kind county. 
Not only do we have a blue skied paradise most days of the 
year, we also have the tranquil and clear gulf waters to play 
in. These features offer residents an amazing county to live, 
work and play in, and also attract millions of tourists annually. 
Unfortunately for small children near water, the situation can 
go bad very quickly. Did you know that the leading cause 
of death in children ages 1 to 4 is drowning? And to make 
matters worse, a child could drown in as little as 1 inch of 
water. Just knowing that a simple mistake could lead to a 
needless death is heartbreaking, but the tips below can assist 
in preparations to make sure all our young children have a 
safe and fun summer.
Water is so much more exciting when your little one can 
splash and swim and dunk his or her head. It’s also a time 
when active supervision and basic childproofing is critical - no 
exceptions. The best part is it’s a great way to connect with 
your child with no distractions.
Water safety tips for kids include:
• Keep toilet lids closed and use toilet seat locks to prevent 
drowning. Keep bathroom and laundry rooms doors closed.
• Never leave your child unattended around water. This may 
sound strict, but there is no room for compromise on this one. 
Babies can drown in as little as 1 inch of water.
• A swimming pool is a ton of fun for you and your kids. Make 
sure backyard pools have four-sided fencing that’s at least 
4 feet high with a self-closing, self-latching gate to prevent a 
child from wandering into the pool area unsupervised.
• Teach kids never to go near or in water without an adult 

present. Remember that things such as 
water wings, noodles and other items can 
create a false sense of security for children 
and should not be used in place of life 
jackets.
• Stay alert at public pools. Don’t assume 
someone else is watching your child.
• New parents have a million things to do, but learning CPR 
should be on the top of the list. It will give you tremendous 
peace of mind – and the more peace of mind you have as a 
parent, the better.
• Make sure your home pool or spa has a proper drain cover 
or shut-off function to prevent long hair, loose clothing or 
body parts from getting trapped.
• Empty all tubs, buckets, containers and wading pools 
immediately after use. Store them upside down and out of 
children’s reach.
• Every child is different, so enroll your children in swimming 
lessons when you feel they are ready. Teach children how to 
tread water and float.
• When using inflatable or portable pools, remember to 
empty them immediately after use. Store them upside down, 
out of children’s reach. These pools pose a drowning risk.
Whether enjoying some fun in the sun on one of our gulf 
beaches or by your pool, or even just escaping the heat 
indoors, preparation and close attention are so important to 
keep kids safe. Let’s work together to make sure no kids are 
lost this summer to a needless death. For more information, 
visit www.preventneedlessdeaths.com. Have a safe and happy 
summer, neighbors!

don’t let our future drown
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Billy and katie CeleBrate 70 years of marriage
By Bob Griffin, Publisher

There is only one thing Billy DeMars loves more than baseball, that is his wife 
of 70 years, Katie. For Billy, that is no small statement, seeing as he has 
earned two World Series rings. 

Billy and Katie, who have lived on Island Estates since 1990, were married in 1946.  
He  was 21; she was two years older. On June 7th, they celebrated their 70th 
wedding anniversary. 
Billy grew up in Brooklyn, and like most kids in his neighborhood, he played baseball 
and stick-ball on the city streets. He also played for his high school’s baseball team. 
In 1943, right after he graduated from high school, Billy was drafted by the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. He was 17. But there was a war, and after only two months of professional 
baseball, Billy joined the Navy. He was sent to Jacksonville’s Naval Air Station where 
he worked as an aviation radioman. It was there that he met Katie, a machinist mate. 

Billy and Katie began dating. Billy he bought a 1936 
Ford for $150 that had a “rumble seat” in the back. When they double-dated, the other couple 
had to ride in the extra seat. “Dating back then was mostly riding around town, then going to an 
area restaurant. Eating Navy chow was hard to do seven days a week,” Billy chuckles.
After the war, Billy went back to baseball, but he took Katie with him. They were married by a 
Justice of the Peace in Wadsworth, Ohio. 
Billy played for the Philadelphia Athletics (1948), the Asheville Tourists, then the St. Louis Browns 
(1950-51) and finally the Toronto Maple Leafs (1952-1955).
In May 1958, Billy began an 11-year managerial career with the Baltimore Orioles farm 
system. While Billy was an average hitter in the pros, and never hit even one home run, he was 
recognized as a great hitting coach. “I used to tell my players, playing baseball and coaching is 
an everyday job,” Billy added. 
After leaving the Orioles, in 1969 he moved up to the Majors coaching the Philadelphia Phillies 
for 13 seasons. They won the East Division in 1976, 1977 and 1978. They won the World Series 
in 1980. 
Billy left the Phillies in 1981 to coach for the Montreal Expos (1982-84) and then the Cincinnati 

Reds (1985-87) when they won the World Series. 
While with the Reds, Billy became a good friend and key advisor to Pete Rose who 
was a “player-coach.” He was Rose’s coach when Rose broke Ty Cobb’s record of 
3052 hits. When Rose tied the record, he gave that ball to Billy. Later, when Rose 
broke the record during the same game, he gave Billy the bat he used to hit the 
ball. They were that close. Rose once said, “DeMars was the best hitting coach in 
all of the baseball”. 
“I was the third base coach when Pete broke Ty Cobb’s record. It was a big deal. 
Everyone ran out on the field. I saw Pete cry. Pete was a really great guy!” Rose 
went on to set the all-time hits record of 4,256. 
When Rose resigned from the Cincinnati Reds, so did Billy who returned to the 
Philadelphia Phillies as a roving minor league batting instructor during the 1990s. 
Billy and Katie first bought a house in north Clearwater Beach when he coached 
for the Phillies during the 1980’s. “When the Phillies were sold in 1981, everyone 
was fired. I went to Montreal, but we kept the house in Clearwater Beach, ” Billy recalls. “In 1990, we bought a condo on 
Island Estates. “It is amazing how this little island has grown.” Over the years, Billy and Katie have been involved in the Civic 

Association and Katie used to be in the Woman’s Club. 
“This is such a nice place to live,” adds Billy. “You have your own Publix, gas station, local bar 
and Island Way Grill. We love all the restaurants in the area, especially those on the beach. 
Our favorite restaurant has to be Bob Heilman’s Beachcomber. “We knew Bob Heilman Sr. He 
was a really nice guy. His daughter, Nancy, used to be the greeter. I remember meeting Jim 
Campbell, who at the time was the General Manager of the Detroit Tigers, there once. I told 
him it was the best restaurant in Clearwater. Campbell said, ‘No, it is the best restaurant in 
the United States’.”
All together, Billy was in baseball 58 years. “I loved baseball too,” says Katie. “I went to almost 
all the games.”
At age, 90, Billy is number 57 on the list of oldest living MLB players. Eddie Carnett, at 99 is 
the oldest. He will be 100 on October 21st. 
To celebrate their 70th Wedding Anniversary, Billy ordered a cake from Publix with a photo of 
their wedding day on top. He took the cake to their favorite restaurant, where family members 
from around the country had gathered to surprised Katie with a party. “That’s better than any 
Championship ring,” Billy exclaims.
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5 years strong Next 
month, owner and operator 
Irena Strecha celebrates the 
fifth anniversary of Stefanec’s 
South, a men’s barbershop at 
the north end of Belleair Bluffs. 
“Stefanec’s has become exactly 
what I was hoping for,” says 
Irena when asked about her 
barbershop. “I am proud and 
honored to see how my little 
business has grow into what 
it is today. We look forward to 
serving the men of Belleair for 
many more years to come.” 
Steve Stafanec who helped Irena 
get started, moved out of town 
to be closer to his family and no 
longer works at the barbershop. 
smith & assoCiates offers new Clearwater 
Condos  Brightwater Blue, with Dutch West-Indies 
architecture, is a new luxury waterfront condo community. 
To stand the test of time, the entire building, including 
floors and roofing systems, are solid concrete. The 
structure is additionally supported by steel framework and 
completed with state of the art mechanics.
Each unit comes standard with a car garage, boat slip, 
10-foot ceilings, Kitchen Aid Stainless Steel Appliances, 
Custom Cabinetry, Silestone Quartz Countertops, Crown 
Molding, Large Waterside Balconies and 16 Foot Sliding 
Doors allowing magnificent Clearwater Beach views.
Smith & Associates Real Estate will begin taking deposits 
in early June at the on-site sales office and model 
center located at 170 Brightwater Dr., Clearwater 
Beach. For information or to schedule a tour, contact 
Sophia Vasilaros of Smith & Associates, 727-430-0141, 
email svasilaros@smithandassociates.com or visit 
BrightWaterBlue.com. 

radianCe raises money for hep Radiance 
Medspa celebrated their 10th Anniversary and the opening 
of their expanded  facility with a black dress affair raising 
$4000 for HEP (Homeless Empowerment Program). The 
expansion doubled the square footage of the existing 
facility and added a new community room to host 
educational programs as well as networking group events.

Business Briefs



Belleair area neighBorhood neWSleTTer Page 15

new Veterinarians 
Bluffs Animal Hospital 
recently added two new 
veterinarians: Dr. Trish 
Futoma and Dr. Annie 
Gintert. Dr. Futoma is a 
graduate of Iowa State 
University College of 
Veterinary Medicine. She 
grew up in Connecticut 
and moved to the area 
from a multi-doctor 
practice in central 
Florida. Dr. Gintert is a 
recent graduate of Auburn University College of Veterinary 
Medicine, but she grew up in Pinellas County. Dr. Gibson, 
Dr. Spiker and Dr. Heatherly are excited to have these two 
veterinarians join the Bluffs family. 
Cassi donates proCeeds The very popular annual 
Gracie’s Big Splash is August 6th. To help the cause, 
Cassi & Company will donate 10% of all sales from the 
week of August 6-13th to the Gracie Foundation Charity. 
There are lots of hot deals in the store this summer. Come 
in, shop and help a great cause - Gracie’s Big Splash. 
Cassi is located at 100 Indian Rocks Road North in the 
Plaza Shopping Center.  
Belle’s oliVe BranCh 
This specialty shop of Ultra 
Premium extra virgin olive oil 
and balsamic vinegars will be 
opening soon in Belleair Bluffs 
by resident and owner Michelle 
Orvis. As a mother, Orvis enjoys 
providing healthy, creative and 
some would say gourmet, meals 
for her family and friends. It was during her exploration for 
healthy, tasty recipes that she discovered the purest extra 
virgin olive oils and true balsamic vinegars, (made only with 
grapes from Modena, Italy.)
The store will be different because the imported, high end 
products are not offered in the nearby area and are very 
desirable to health conscious, gourmet, food lovers! Their 
extensive selection of olive oils and vinegars are uniquely 
harvested to bring new creative dishes and flavors to your 
table. These products are the freshest in the world!
The store’s construction is in the finishing stage with plans 
to open September 1st on the north side of The Plaza 
Shopping Center. Orvis is shown here with an olive tree 
growing in her backyard. 
new adminstrator Rodney Jackson is The Oaks 
new Executive Director. Jackson was raised in Dayton, 
Ohio and joined the Army after graduating from 
high school. After his time in the military, he earned a 
Bachelors of Business Management and a Masters of 
Business Administration with a Healthcare designation. 
His most recent experience was as the Administrator 
of Franklin United Methodist Community in Franklin, 
Indiana where he worked from 2012 to 2016. 
now open Devine Books recently opened at 13042 
Indian Rocks Road North, across from the Anona United 
Methodist Church.  

Business Briefs
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topping out 
morton plant’s expansion

On July 1st, Morton 
Plant Hospital celebrated 
a major milestone in 
the construction of its 
new Doyle Tower, which 
broke ground in March 
of 2015. A topping out 
ceremony, was held when 
the highest beam on the 
new tower was installed. 
Topping Out ceremonies 
are a long tradition, 
originally derived from 
ancient builders’ practice 
of placing an evergreen 
on the highest part of a 
new structure to appease 
the tree dwelling spirits of 
their ancestors.
When complete, the 
freestanding Doyle Patient 
and Surgical Tower 
will add approximately 
200,000 square feet to the hospital’s patient care and 
ancillary services. It will feature private rooms, a new 
surgical center, women’s services, orthopedic units, and 
an additional main entrance to the hospital. 
The tower is four stories high, as is the rest of the 
hospital, and named in the honor of Roz Doyle for her 
support of the hospital’s commitment to improving the 
health of the community. The Doyle family, who donated 
a portion money needed for the project, was on site to 
sign a part of the beam before it was place in the highest 
part of the building’s frame. 

“Construction is 
basically on schedule 
to be completed next 
Spring,” says Matt 
Novak, Director of 
Hospital Operations. 
“We have had to 
work around Mother 
Nature and some 
of the recent heavy 
rains.”
“This is truly a 
community venture 
started by the Doyle 
family,” Novak adds. 
“Just like 100 years 
ago, this massive 
project would not 
have been possible 
without the support of 
the Doyle Family. They 

are just like the Morton Plant family was back then.”
In addition, Kate Tiedemann has generously provided 
funding for an Intraoperative MRI that will be part of the 
new surgical platform at Doyle Tower. 
Morton Plant Hospital employees approximately 2,200 
workers, doctors and nurses. This expansion is expected 
to add to that number. There are about 350 people 
working on this project six-days a week. 

Roz Doyle signing the steel beam
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by Bob Griffin
When Muhammad Ali died June 3rd, most people don’t know 
he had a connection to our area, but Belleair’s Jim Dundee 
does. He knew Muhammad very well; his father, a boxing 
coach in Miami, was Muhammad Ali’s personal trainer and 
manager for nearly 20 years (1960-1980). 
“My dad owned Dundee’s 5th Street Gym in Miami from the 
1950s through the ‘80s,” says Dundee about his dad. “Dad 
had quite a reputation. He met Cassius Clay Jr. while working 
a fight in Louisville, Kentucky, Cassius’s hometown. Cassius 
Clay, as he was known back then, went on to win a gold medal 
for Boxing in the 1960 Olympics. After that, he wanted to turn 
pro. He sought out my dad in Miami. He even moved there 
and lived in a house down the street,” Dundee continued. 

“I was only 7, I when met Cassius 
Clay in 1959 in Louisville. Later, I 
hung around the gym to watch him 
train. He used to mess around with 
me during breaks. My dad and 
Clay were best buddies. They were 
funny to see together since my dad 
was only 5’6” and Clay was 6’3”. 
To me he was a giant.”
Clay’s first professional fight 
was in 1960 against police chief 
Tunney Hunsaker. In February 

of 1964, he was launched into the public eye by beating 
Sonny Listen in a major, televised fight in where Clay was the 
underdog. Shortly afterwards, when Clay publicly announced 
he had joined the Nation of Islam and was officially changing 
his name to Muhammad Ali, Jim already knew. 
“Christmas 1963, he and I were playing with my new walkie-

talkies,” remembers 
Dundee. “I said, 
‘Cassius, where 
are you?’ He said 
‘that’s not my 
name any more.’ I 
said, ‘then what do 
I call you?’ He said, 
‘Muhammad Ali.’” 
Ali went on to 
fight and win 
many major fights 
and became 
the undisputed heavyweight champion. Then in 1967 he 
was drafted by the U.S. Army and refused to serve based 
on religious reasons. He was arrested, found guilty of draft 
evasion and stripped of his titles. He didn’t fight for five years.  
In 1971, his conviction was overturned by the Supreme Court, 
his titles were restored and he began boxing again. 
In all, he fought in 61 professional bouts, wining 56 (37 by 
knockouts) and losing only 5. His losses were to Joe Frazier, 
Ken Norton, Leon Spinks and Larry Holmes (twice). Except for 
Larry Holmes, he later defeated each of them in rematches. 
Ali retired from boxing in 1979. By 1984 he had been 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease, which is common among 
boxers, and began to limit his public appearances.  He was 
invited to the 1996 Atlanta Olympics to carry the Olympic 
torch. In 2005, President George Bush presented him with 
The Presidential Medal of Honor and the Medal of Freedom. 
“I went to his funeral in Louisville,” Dundee said. “He was 
more than a great fighter. He was my friend.”
Jim Dundee, is the owner of Belleair Optical in Belleair Bluffs

knowing Cassius Clay/muhammad ali
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sherrie morton a CeleBration of a life of ContriButions
By Bob Griffin

I never met Sherrie Morton, but when preparing articles for this newsletter, she 
has always been my e-mail go-to-person for many area organizations, either 
as the group’s president, a board member or PR person. It was only when I was 

and asked to remove her name from our inside panel of organizations and phone 
numbers as we began this issue, that I learned she had passed away.
Knowing how active she had been in the community, I asked someone to tell 
me more about Sherrie, her life, and her role in so many organizations. I was 
forwarded to her husband Rick Tetrick, who shared a copy her personal memorial 
distributed at her Celebration of Life.
Sherrie was born in Buffalo, NY, March 9, 1936. She was happily married to 
Bernard Morton for 44 years. After Barney’s passing, she married Rick 10 years 
ago. During her professional life,  Sherrie was an award winning teacher and a 
judicial assistant to several Judges in the area and served as the President of the 
Judicial Assistants Association of Florida, a statewide organization. 
A resident of Belleair, it would take many pages to review her life’s 
accomplishments, childhood, prior marriage, worldwide travels and jobs. Let it be 
said that she did a lot before moving to and settling in the Town of Belleair.
Sherrie spent the second half of her life in service to others. She served as a 
volunteer, committee chair, president, treasurer, and/or board member of many 
many organizations, including: Church of the Ascension, Morton Plant Hospital 
Foundation, Town of Belleair Board, Belleair Civic Association, Belleair Garden Club, Belleair Beach Island Garden Club, 
Belleair Beach Ladies Luncheon Club, the Abilities Guild, Gulf Coast Art Museum, the Belleair Women’s Republican Club, 
the Fine Arts Society, the Dunedin Fine Arts Center, and the North Suncoast Associates of The Florida Orchestra. 
In 2014, the Belleair’s Women’s Republican Club created the Sherrie Morton Service Award. Sherrie was the first winner. 
On one of Sherrie’s recent birthdays, as a gift to herself, and without telling Rick, she and a friend traveled to Zephyrhills 
to jump out of an airplane—with a parachute. 

This is what a few people who knew Sherrie said about her. 
“Sherrie Morton Tetrick was an outstanding board member for us for 
over six years. She had a great depth of experience in the not-for-
profit world and helped guide this organization through two major 
expansions. We named our new double studio in the West Wing 
after her—a testimony to her love and work for the community.” 
George Ann Bissett, President, Dunedin Fine Art Center
“Sherri volunteered faithfully every month for nearly 15 years. She 
helped us with mailings, and offered process improvements which 
were very beneficial to the Foundation. It was always a treat to see 
her on her volunteer days and we looked forward to Sherrie sharing 
her photo albums of her travels. She will be missed.” Ernestine 
Morgan, President of Morton Plant Mease Health Care Foundation
“Sherrie Morton was the Belleair Beach Island Garden Club 
Treasurer for many years. She was dedicated to protecting the 
treasury as well as the by-laws of the club. I always enjoyed her 
wonderful sense of humor. Sherrie was a great lady and will be 
missed by many people as well as many organizations.” Linda 
Wolling, President of Belleair Beach Island Garden Club

“Sherrie was an enigma. She was very intelligent and showed deep sensitivity towards people who were facing problems 
or injustice. She always thought outside the box. She left her imprint on numerous civic and artistic organizations. Her 
extraordinary sense of humor and phenomenal memory equipped her for every social situation. Sherrie embraced life 
passionately and lived it to the fullest. She was my dearest friend.” Lois O’Donnell, President Of Belleair Beach Ladies 
Luncheon Club
“In her many years of service to the Belleair Civic Association, as President, Treasurer, and Editor of the Belleair Directory, 
Sherrie’s favorite role was the ‘Easter Egg Lady’ at Belleair’s Annual Springfest. Hundreds of children colored countless 
hard-boiled eggs in pots of color carefully prepared by Sherrie and Mary Katica, the mayor’s wife. One memorable year, 
the cooked and uncooked eggs were mixed up and Sherrie gave spin lessons to volunteers to determine which were 
cooked and which were raw. It was an ‘eggstravagant’ day.” Petey Henning, Past President of Belleair Civic Association
“I could always count on Sherrie to tell me the truth—which is a great quality in a friend and fellow board member. 
She was fearless and completely honest in sharing her feelings and opinions.” Claudia Thomas, President of Belleair 
Women’s Republican Club
Sherrie passed away on May 14th at the young age of 80.  “I really miss her,” says Rick. “For ten years she was my 
hostess and dancing partner; I was her computer guru and pack mule.”
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By Jeff Johnson, AARP Florida’s State Director 
Despite the attention given to millennials, Tampa Bay includes 
the highest percentage of residents who are 65 or older in the 
nation. As boomers continue to reach that 65-plus milestone, 
don’t expect the bay area to yield its top spot any time soon.
What’s rarely mentioned, however, is that the same features 
that attract the talent, energy and potential of the millennials 
will also attract and keep vibrant Florida’s huge — and 
economically muscular — 50-plus population.
As Tampa Bay charts a course toward economic growth, 
elected officials, economic development experts and 
entrepreneurs should simultaneously target millennials and 
also court the 50-plus population. Here’s why:
• OLDER PEOPLE HAVE MONEY: While there are wide 
economic disparities among the 50 and over population as 
there are throughout all generations in the United States, 
older people are much more likely to be financially well off 
than millennials. Americans aged 50 or older control 80 
percent of the wealth of the country.
• GRAY IS GOLD IN FLORIDA: According to a 2015 study 
prepared by AARP and Oxford Economics, people 50 or older 
were responsible for 57 percent of all consumer spending in 
the Tampa Bay region. Statewide, a 2014 study by the Florida 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation found Floridians ages 
50 and over were responsible for 58 percent of all consumer 
spending in the state, sustained nearly 6 million jobs and 
created $429 billion per year in direct, indirect and induced 
economic impact.
• ACTIVE BOOMERS ARE WORKERS: In 2015, 63 percent of 
the 50-plus population was in the workforce. They earn more 

than half of all employee compensation, though they make 
up about 35 percent of the total workforce.
• BOOMERS ARE ENTREPRENEURS: Florida has long been 
known as a small business state, and entrepreneurs and 
startups have been key to the state’s recurring economic 
booms. What’s not as well recognized is that about 15% of 
the 50-plus population are small business entrepreneurs, 
compared to about 11 percent of the 25-49 age range.
Later this year, AARP Florida and Encore Tampa Bay will offer 
the Caregiver Accelerator, a learning experience for people 
interested in creating new businesses that can support family 
caregivers and those they care for.
Would-be entrepreneurs will get coaching on how to put 
together a business plan, find capital and grow a fledgling 
business from a good idea. In May, AARP is sponsoring a 
conference at which entrepreneurs will be able to pitch their 
business ideas to potential investors. The potential business 
upside is enormous — Florida already has 2.67 million family 
caregivers. With tomorrow’s longer life-spans, the market for 
caregiver services is poised for rapid growth.
This year, the oldest boomers turn 70 and the youngest turn 
52. Most are still working and many still have children in 
school. Millennials are still establishing their niche in their 
career and personal lives. In each generation, Florida can 
find opportunities for growth and prosperity.
AARP Florida stands ready to work with anyone to build 
livable communities across the state through the AARP/World 
Health Organization Age Friendly Network of Communities. 
Together, we’ll build a Florida that welcomes all ages to the 
sunshine.

oVer-50s help to power tampa Bay eConomy
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Belleair Coffee 
Company 
opens This new 
coffee shop in The 
Plaza Shopping 
Center is owned 
and operated by 
residents Chris 
Whalen and 
Cammie Griffin. 
With your coffee 
enjoy a great 
pastries baked on 
site by Linda Carroll 
owner of Desserts of Distinction. Pictured here (Lt to Rt) 
Whalen, Nole and Manager Douglas Wright  
new restaurant Groupers, a proposed new 
restaurant in Indian Rocks Beach on the corner of the 
strip center at 14th Avenue and Gulf Blvd. is moving 
forward. Recently, the City of Indian Rocks Beach 
approved a beer and wine liquor license for the location. 
It is to being opened by resident Adam McLean.  

Best lunCh During the Annual Tampa Bay 
Newspapers contest, their readers voted Maggie Mae’s 
On The Bluffs the Best Place in Pinellas County‘s for 
Lunch. They also won Second Place for Best Breakfast in 
the county. Maggie Mae’s was also awarded the 2016 
Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence.  
restaurantuer reCeiVes award Belleair Bluffs 
resident Frank Chivas was recently named “Champion 
of Hope” by The ARC of Tampa Bay Foundation. The 
award was given to Chivas for his widespread charitable 
involvement. He is a member of the board of trustees for 
Clearwater Youth and supports the Boys and Girls Club, 
the Chi Chi Rodriguez Academy, The ARC of Tampa Bay, 
the Clearwater Marine Aquarium and the Clearwater 
Community Sailing Center. He also sponsors an annual 
$5,000 BayStar Restaurant Group College Scholarship. 
Chivas is the managing partner for BayStar Restaurants 
that owns Marlin Darlin Grill, Island Way Grill and the 
new Marina Cantina.  
BaCkwater’s Birthday party August 16, from 
5-7pm, is the popular Backwaters on Sand Key’s 
annual Southern Boil. Held on the patio, it is celebrating 
their 16th Anniversary. For more information, visit 
BackWatersonSandKey.com.

Bar & Restaurant News
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rum shaCk at 
holiday inn In 
addition to their new 
Splash Waterpark, in 
Indian Rocks Beach, 
the tiki bar by the pool 
has been remodeled 
and renamed. Instead 
of Rum Runners, It is 
now it is Cruzan Rum 
Shack. Stop in for a 
rum drink. 

no ColumBia CeleBration For years, The 
Columbia has celebrated its anniversary each year with a 
special celebration featuring menu prices from 1905, the 
year they first opened. But after their 110th celebration 
last year, management has decided to only celebrate 
milestone years. Save the date for September, 2025, 
which will be their 20th Anniversary. 
stone CraB season ends up The season has been 
over for a couple of months, but the numbers are finally 
in. 2016’s Stone Crab catch was up 20% over 2015.  
“The catch was as actually good statewide resulting in 
lower prices to the consumer. The good year might be 
related to a Red Tide last year. It seems like when there is 
a bad outbreak of red tide one year, we have a banner 
crab season the following year,” says Tommy Shook, 
Manager of Frenchy’s Seafood Company.  

kahwa Coffee 
now open This 
local company based 
in Pinellas County, 
opened their 10th store 
while celebrating their 
10th Anniversary The 
Belleair Bluffs store, in 
the Bonefish Shopping 
Center, just to the east of 
Bonefish, offers specialty 
drinks, coffee by the 
pound and a selection of 
French pastries, organic 
cookies and muffins. 

Stop in and find out why they have been named Best of 
the Bay in Creative Loafing’s readers poll for six years 
running. Visit KahwaCoffee.com. 
restaurant week winners The votes have been 
counted and the 2016 winners are:

RESTAURANT WEEK AWARD WINNERS
Best Chef: Chef Hector Hernandez, Bob Heilman’s 
   Beachcomber Restaurant
2nd Place: Chef Justin Weaver, Watercolour Steakhouse
3rd Place:  Chef Michael Crosby, Sea-Guini Seafood 
   Restaurant, Opal Sands
Best Appetizer: Pan Filo’s Co. Bar & Grill
2nd Place: The Reef Steak & Seafood Company
3rd Place:  Ocean Flame Interactive Buffet Restaurant, 
   Shephard’s Beach Resort
Best Entrée: ClearSky Beachside Café
2nd Place: Crabby’s Bar & Grill
3rd Place:  Frenchy’s Saltwater Café

Bar & Restaurant News
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spf 2016 showCases expanse of arts throughout septemBer
Florida’s always-artful St. Petersburg hosts event-packed arts-and-culture

month – “SPF” – with different arts themes every week this September
September is Arts Month in St. Petersburg. The second annual SPF brings dozens of wide-ranging arts events, 
covering a spectrum of experiences, showcasing a diverse array of local and national artists and organizations.
From renowned street art to surprise pop-up performances, SPF involves but is not nearly limited to: galleries, music, 
robots, fashion, culinary, photography, ballet, comedy, glassblowing, art-in-business, magic, literature, drum circles, 
chalk art, parties, openings, several festivals throughout the month, family friendly events, adult friendly events, and 
many free activities. 
Several events are simultaneous or ongoing. Several events are mobile – dotting St. Pete’s mix of historic and modern 
backdrops and venues, across the City’s five unique arts districts, all comprising the “Open-Air Museum” that is St. 
Petersburg. Just a few specific events (further details available): 
 “Shine” Mural Festival    Art-biz collaborations  Read and Write-in
 Pop-up Performing Arts in area restaurants  Abbreviated Shakespeare Robot Exchange
 Gallery tours      Graffiti exhibitions  Arts Caravans
 Mobile Hot Glass Shop    Mobile Dance Tour
Music events range from jazz to opera, orchestras to tributes, encompassing copious notable musicians. 
Central Avenue Solstice is another highlight. St. Pete’s coast-to-coast Central Avenue, with several themed districts and 
attractions, will hold this eight mile-long street festival along the only road in St. Petersburg that hosts both sunrise and 
sunset (all-day events begin at dawn, with the finale at dusk). 
Over a hundred St. Pete museums, venues, and art-minded business will host activities – such as:
 Florida Holocaust Museum  Museum of Fine Arts    The Dali Museum
 Morean Arts Center   African-American Museum   Museum of History
 Florida CraftArt    American Stage    Palladium Theater   
 Studio @620    USFSP campus     Creative Clay
St. Petersburg has a long/storied and rapidly evolving reputation as a top arts and cultural destination. The arts and 
creative-mindedness are widely recognized as critical components of a thriving city. 
The month-long SPF is presented by the Suncoasters of St. Petersburg, and produced by the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance 
with support from the City of St. Petersburg.

Details, dates/times, updates and more information are available at SPFestival.com.
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Belleair Bluffs Cleaners CeleBrates 35 years in the Bluffs
by Bob Griffin, Publisher
Gary Dawson has been cleaning up our neighborhood for 35 years. But, 
his connection with cleaning dates back three generations - to the late 
1800s. Dawson (67), owner of Belleair Bluffs Cleaners, comes from a 
long line of laundry and dry cleaners. 
“My granddad owned Archer’s Laundry in Baltimore in the 1890s. Later, 
my dad owned a dry cleaning business just north of Baltimore. I used to 
work there as a kid,” Dawson explains. Pictures of Archer’s adorn the 
entrance way of Belleair Bluffs Cleaners. 
After college, Dawson sold chemicals to dry cleaners in different cities. 
His parents vacationed in Florida and eventually moved to Pinellas. In 
1981, Dawson’s mother, a Realtor, located a dry cleaning business for 
sale in the Bluffs Shopping Center called Mary Haig Cleaners. After 
running it for seven years, Haig was ready to retire; Dawson bought it. 
“This is a great place to have a business,” Dawson explains. “The customers here are the greatest. We have had some 
customers for all my 35 years - since I opened the place. I’ve seen kids grow up and are now my adult customers. We have 
regulars from the Belleairs of course, but also many from Sand Key, Indian Rocks, Largo, Seminole... and even beyond.”
“The average customer spends about $200 per month. We have a few professionals though that spend upwards to $500 per 
month. One difference between us and many other cleaners is we do the work right here in this shopping center. Nothing is 
sent out. We wash, dry, fold, dry clean, and press right here,” Dawson says. “Since 2008, I have noticed a trend,” Dawson 
continues. “People are wearing their clothes longer. Part of that is because of the materials they are made from.”
Dawson is Past President of the International Trade Association. He was active in politics in the 1990s when their industry 
lobbied for tougher regulations for the dry cleaning business and the storage/disposal of their chemicals. 
“In the old days, some operators would simply pour their used chemicals down the gutters,” Dawson says. “We established 
rules and regulations. We guided the state as they added inspectors who actually monitored all the state’s dry cleaners. A 
statewide program was established in 1995 to clean up the ground around some old dry cleaning locations.”
Dry cleaning is a very personal business. “People trust us with their most personal possessions—their clothes. Plus, dry cleaning 
is a luxury to some people. They can wash their clothes themselves, or let us do it for them. I have a very loyal staff of about a 
dozen employees. Five of them have been with me over 15 years,” adds Dawson. 
Belleair Bluffs Cleaners is located in The Bluffs Shopping Center, at 2924 West Bay Drive, near Panera Bread, 585-1101. 
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more flood insuranCe Changes Coming
by Jennifer Rabon, CIC, CLCS, PIAM, CPSR - Advisor HUB International Florida
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) continues to implement changes due to recent legislation that is significantly 
impacting our tri-county area. A few of the changes that have been implemented include:
• RATE INCREASE - The average NFIP rate increase is 9% with the maximum rate increase at 18% for most properties. 
The exception to the rate falls on Pre-FIRM homes (built in or before 1974) with subsidized premiums covering 
non-primary residences, businesses, and structures with severe repeated flood losses. These properties will see a 25% 
increase until the full rate is reached. It is recommended that the property owners of Pre-Firm properties in A or V flood 
zones obtain an elevation certificate which provides information specific to their building and will determine the full risk 
rate. If an elevation certificate is received for a property rated with subsidized rates the NFIP will compare the subsidized 
rate to the full risk rate and apply the more favorable rate for the property. If the full risk rate is more favorable, a refund 
will be issued. If the full risk rate is not more favorable, the NFIP will keep this information on file and will stop the 
subsidized rate increases once the premium reaches the full rate based on the property’s true elevation. Your insurance 
agent should be able to help you with this.
• NEWLY MAPPED PROPERTIES - This replaces the Preferred Risk Eligibility Extension program. Due to recent map 
revisions some properties have been or will be changed from a Preferred Risk, Low Risk Flood Zone (B, C or X) to a High 
Risk Flood Zone (A or V). If coverage is applied for and effective within one year of the map revision date; policy holders 
will receive the preferred risk rate for the first year after the map revision. After the first year, rates will increase at the 
current premium increase cap until the full rate is reached. As stated above, an elevation certificate is recommended 
for these properties in order to determine when the full rate based on the property’s true elevation will be less than the 
preferred risk rate with annual increases.
• LAPSED POLICIES - THIS IS A SIGNIFICANT CHANGE!!!! If an insured’s flood policy is rated using subsidized rates 
or the newly mapped procedure, and the policy lapses for 90+ days OR the client leaves the NFIP for a Private Flood 
Market, and flood insurance is required for the property, the policy will not be eligible for subsidized rates or the newly 
mapped procedure through the NFIP in the future. If an insured wanted to return to the NFIP, they will be required 
to obtain an elevation certificate and the new policy would be subject to current rates based on the property’s true 
elevation. For most area homes built in 1974 or before, this will result in a substantial premium increase. In addition, any 
grandfathering eligibility may be lost depending on when the property was constructed. We highly recommend that if you 
are a flood policy holder you do not let your policy lapse.
If you have any questions regarding the recent flood insurance changes or your personal insurance needs in general, 
please contact Jennifer Rabon directly at 727.437.4209 or email her at jennifer.rabon@hubinternational.com
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upComing fire referendum
Authorized by the Florida Legislature, Pinellas Suncoast Fire & 
Rescue District (PSFRD) provides Fire Protection and Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to the communities of Belleair Beach, 
Belleair Shore, Indian Rocks Beach, Indian Shores, and an 
unincorporated Oakhurst area. The District is governed by a 
five-person Board of Commissioners elected by the District’s 
residents. In November, PSFRD has a referendum on the ballot 
changing the way we pay for fire suppression services.
how do we pay for fire protection & ems service today? 
Since 2008, residents have paid a $260 flat tax assessment 
for fire services, which is included on your property tax bill. 
Businesses pay an assessment with a different rate. In addition, 
the county assesses all property owners (residential and 
commercial) an EMS tax (2015’s rate is .9158 per $1000 of 
assessed value.) 80% of PSFRD’s calls are for EMS services.
what is psfrd proposing? A new ad valorem tax on all 
district properties (residential and commercial) that will begin 
at 1/2 mill. The $260 assessment and the EMS tax will also 
remain in effect. Today, the law allows for an ad valorum tax of 
up to 3 mills with voter approval. This referendum lowers the 
cap to 2 mills, but removes the need for future voter approval 
of increases up to the 2 mill cap. 
is this a rate increase? Yes. Even though the referendum 
implies it is a tax reduction, it is an immediate tax increase.
who is affected and how much will it cost? All property 
owners in the District would pay $50 (1/2 mill ) per $100,000 
in taxable value. Costs vary depending on your property value.
        Average taxable value   Additional cost   Households
Belleair Beach $   358,415          $   179.21              1,201
Belleair Shore $2,053,709    $1,026.85                   56
Indian Rocks $   261,071    $   130.54              2,644
Indian Shores $   272,600    $   136.30              2,357
Oakhurst $   113,473     $     56.74              4,684
Above values only reflect the new tax. Owners will still pay the 
$260 fire assessment and the EMS ad valorum tax. Example: a 
house valued at $500,000 will pay $260 flat fire tax + $250 
new ad valorem tax + $459 EMS tax = $969 (27% more).
what are they planning to do with the extra money?
• New Fire Stations in Indian Shores and the Oakhurst area.
• Rebuild the emergency operation center to hurricane 
   standards.
• New equipment including – Rescue truck, Jaws of Life, 
   Firefighter protective gear
are ems costs covered by the ems ad valorem tax?
No. PSFRD only receives 30% the EMS tax paid by taxpayers 
in their district. The other 70% is used to support county areas 
with lower property values. 
is this the only way they can increase their revenue? 
No. They could have asked voters to increase the PSFRD 
assessment. Another option was to levy a tax based on the 
square footage of a building instead of its value. Negotiations 
with the County could also result in increased EMS funding.
what if we approve this and they need more money? 
Today, they have to ask voter permission to increase the flat 
tax. If the referendum passes, after the first year, they will have 
the authority to levy up to a 2 mill tax - $2/$1000 of assessed 
value (four times the 2017 amount) without voter approval.
how is the referendum worded? Pinellas Suncoast Fire & 
Rescue District is currently vested with the authority to levy an 
ad valorem tax of up to 3 mills, subject to voter approval. Shall 
voters reduce the maximum millage rate to 2 mills and grant 
the District authority to levy and collect the reduced ad valorem 
tax, the final rate to be set in an open budget process, and not 
to exceed ½ mills in the first year?

CONFUSED ABOUT MEDICARE?
DO YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO

 WHEN YOU ARE 64 1/2?

ARE YOU TURNING 65 
THIS YEAR? 

I can help you through the Medicare Maze.  
I am an Independent Agent that works with 
most of the companies and can help you 
decide which plan is best to fit your needs. 
Call for a free consultation.

LINDA BULLERMAN, CLTC  727-501-1444
Independent Insurance Specialist
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the BelleView Biltmore...repurposed
By Bob Griffin, Publisher

As most know, they are demolishing the Belleview Biltmore Hotel. What 
you may not know is what they are doing with all the lumber, doors and 
windows being removed. It is all being recycled, actually repurposed, by 

people who want to save a piece of history. 
JMC Communities purchased the 118-year old hotel and plans to build 104 
midrise residences, 28 carriage homes, and a boutique hotel that will pay 
homage to the original 1897 hotel in its place. 
The Biltmore Construction Company, hired to do the deconstruction, partnered 
with Schiller Architectural & Design Salvage in Tampa to display and sell the old 
hotel’s remnants. Demolition began 16 months ago. They are taking it apart 
piece-by-piece, salvaging anything valuable or that can be reused. 
“JMC asked us to receive, display and sell the parts of the old hotel that can 
be reused,” says Larry Schiller of Schiller’s Salvage. “The people from Biltmore 
Construction are doing the actual removal process. We have a few trailers on 
the site: when they are full, we bring them to Tampa and see what we have.”
When the miscellaneous wood and antiques show up, they are separated and 
stored in various parts of their warehouse. Planks are stacked on top of each 
other outside. Hotel room doors are 
standing, stacked like dominoes, with 
more outside in a container. Windows 
are a very popular item. Chandeliers, 
small room lights, sinks, toilets, 
medicine cabinets, and more are all in 
the warehouse.  “There are over 1,000 
doors and 2,000 windows,” says a 
JMC Communities representative. 
Items range from small to large, cheap 
to expensive. A small chandelier is 
$2,000—a larger one is $3,700. 

“Many people come in because they attended a big event at the Biltmore and 
they want to have a piece of the hotel,” Schiller says. “They all want to tell us 
their stories about the hotel. One lady I met had her wedding there. She wanted 
a little memento. She bought a window we had turned into a chalkboard.”
“Actress Kirstie Alley (from the TV show Cheers) was here last week, and bought 
room dividers. I don’t know what she plans to do with them,” says Schiller. 
Two local television stations broadcast stories on Schiller’s salvage process. 
People from outside of Florida are calling to ask what they have. Schiller directs 
them to his website. 
“Someone brought us a window salvaged from the Biltmore and we turned it 
into this conversation piece,” says Mary Byrd, owner of Belleair’s Frame Factory. 
Owners of the recently opened Oggi Italian Restaurant, on Tampa’s Davis 
Island, purchased many of the planks and covered the restaurant’s walls. It 
immediately gives the place an old time look and feel.
If you want to visit to see what is available, Shiller’s Salvage is located at 1002 
N. Rome Avenue in Tampa. Their website is SchillersSalvage.com. Call them at 
813-443-4641. 
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sailing Camp
On Friday, July 22nd, 28 children joined the ranks of 
“Intrepid Sailors” at the Indian Rocks Family Sailing 
Association/Clearwater Yacht Club summer youth sailing 
camp. The young graduates, ages 6-14, hail from 
communities across Florida and as far away as Colorado.
This graduating class was 
the second of three groups 
participating in a six week 
basic sailing summer camp 
program which also stresses 
character formation and 
leadership development.
The final two-week session 
concludes with graduation 
on Friday August 5th at 
Clearwater Yacht Club. 
Indian Rocks Family Sailing Association began in 2001 
at Calvary Episcopal Church Indian Rocks Beach. From a 
small one week program with 15 kids, they have grown to 
a year round program with over 100 kids and adults.
In 2013, it became an independent 501(c) (3) and 
now offers programs at Clearwater Yacht Club as well 
as Calvary Episcopal Church. Their commitment to 
“affordable family sailing” remains unchanged.
They offer a variety of opportunities to learn to sail and 
year round. Programs are open to children and adults 
(ages 7 +). For information, or to be added to their email 
list, contact their Program Director at (727) 510-6153 or by 
e-mail: frbob.wagenseil@gmail.com.

new fire station
In November, 
the Belleair Bluff 
Commission 
unanimously 
voted to approve 
an agreement 
with the City of 
Largo to replace 
the aging fire 

station on Indian Rocks Road. Largo approved the design in 
June. Construction should begin by the end of the year and 
be completed by October of 2017.
The new Station, one block north of City Hall on Bayway 
Avenue, will have three bays with living space for six 
firefighters. The $3.5 million cost is $500,000 more than 
expected due to delaying the project since 2009. 
The new station will serve Belleair Bluffs, the Town of 
Belleair, some of Largo and the unincorporated area of 
Pinellas county south of West Bay Drive. The deal with 
Largo also gives Belleair Bluff’s residents the use of Largo’s 
recreational programs and facilities.

S W E E T S P A R K M A N
A R C H I T E C T S
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Located in the heart of Pinellas County, The Palms of 
Largo will exceed your expectations of retirement living.  
We offer all levels of care without a large down payment 

requirement.  Our intergenerational campus provides plush 
amenities, fine dining, personal fitness, and social activities.  

You deserve the best retirement at The Palms of Largo.

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living
Memory Care  |  Rehabilitation  |  Skilled Nursing

Home care - Medicare Certified, Private Duty

727-585-8003

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR
PERSONAL TOUR OF OUR CAMPUS! 

ALF #9570 ALF #8113 SNF #1487096
Royal Palms | Regal Palms | Cypress Palms | Sabal Palms | Able Palms

HHA #20073096

The Palms of Largo  |  300 Lake Avenue NE, Largo, FL 33771 
thepalmsoflargo.com  |  1.877.70.PALMS  |  727.437.1600

Platinum Service® Communities Managed by

pinellas County 
 no. 1 in reCyCling in florida 
Pinellas County continues to be a superior environmental 
steward by supporting waste reduction and recycling 
efforts. The county has been recognized for having the 
highest recycling rate in the state of Florida. The recycling 
rate for 2015 was 89 percent as released by the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection on July 1. 
Pinellas County celebrates this significant achievement by 
recognizing our 24 municipal partners, private recyclers 
and citizens who contributed to the 2015 recycling rate,” 
said Kelsi Oswald, director of Pinellas County Solid Waste. 
Pinellas County Solid Waste submitted its 2015 Solid 
Waste Management Report to the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP) in April. FDEP calculates 
a recycling rate, based on a traditional recycling rate 
such as curbside and residential recycling, and recycling 
credit for renewable energy created by the combustion 
of solid waste, such as waste burned at Pinellas County 
Solid Waste’s Energy-from-Waste facility.
Based on this calculation, Pinellas County’s recycling rate 
was 89 percent, which includes traditional curbside and 
residential recycling rate of 52 percent for 2015. In 2014, 
Pinellas County’s recycling rate was 63.3 percent.  This 
included a traditional recycling rate of 32.4 percent, plus 
a combustion credit of 30.9 percent. 
Pinellas County’s 2015 recycling rate contributes to state 
of Florida’s overall 2015 recycling rate, which is 54 
percent, with a traditional recycling rate of 42 percent.  
The state’s next recycling target is 60 percent by January 
1, 2017.  The state of Florida set a goal to recycle 75 
percent of its waste by 2020.
The increased recycling rate for Pinellas County is 
due in part to the significant increase in reported 
recycled construction and demolition debris, which 
includes recycled concrete.  The recycling rate is based 
on reported tonnage.  In 2012, FDEP changed its 
methodology to count processed recycled concrete from 
roads and bridges.
Additionally, Florida statute 403.706(4)(a) allows 
counties that create renewable energy from solid waste 
and maintain a program to recycle at least 50 percent 
of municipal solid waste by means other than creating 
renewable energy, to count 1.25 tons of recycled material 
for each megawatt-hour produced.  Based on the statute, 
Pinellas County receives “extra” recycling credit because 
it recycled at least 50 percent of its waste by means other 
than renewable energy.  
While the recycling goals may be weight-based, Pinellas 
County is committed to support waste reduction and 
recycling efforts that lessen the overall environmental 
impacts of the waste we produce.  For example, recycled 
monofilament fishing line weighs very little, but the 
impact of removing used monofilament fishing line from 
local water bodies is significant.  
In its continuing efforts to reduce environment impacts 
and recycle waste, Pinellas County will be holding a free 
household mobile collection event on Saturday, July 23, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the North County Satellite Site 
at 29582 U.S. 19 N. in Clearwater where north county 
residents can safely dispose of unwanted household 
electronics and chemicals. For information on recycling in 
Pinellas County, visit www.pinellascounty.org/recycle. 

Best Breakfast
on the Beach

Everyday from 7am till noon
Early Riser Menu: Just $3.99 

from 7am till 9am! 

Lunch 
& Supper

Sun-Thur 11am till 10pm
Fri-Sat 11am till 11pm

Salt Cracker brings Southern dockside cookin’ to the Beach, 
right off the round-about at the marina. Take in the 

sun and fun from the outside deck and bar!

All Day Happy Hour
Everyday, Open to Close! • Two for $7
Bloody Mary’s � Rum Punch � House Margaritas

Well Drinks � House Wine � Sangria Rojo or Blanco

Dockside Bites
Everyday, 2pm to 6pm • Just $5

Jake’s Cheeseburger
Pimento Cheese Bites

Southern Wedge 
Smoked Fish Camp Dip

Southern Cracker Dip
Six Chicken Wings

Five Oysters
1/2 lb Moonshine Mussels

727.442.6910 • saltcrackerfishcamp.com
25 Causeway Blvd., Clearwater
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duke energy - Committed to our Community 
Duke Energy is powering the community with more than electricity. Since opening our first power plant in St. Petersburg in 
1899, Duke Energy and its predecessor companies have played important roles in Pinellas County. 
Over the decades, the name has changed but our community commitment has 
continued to grow. 
Duke Energy proudly supports many Pinellas County nonprofit organizations 
including the American Red Cross of Tampa Bay, the Pinellas County Education 
Foundation and Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital. The company is also the 
largest corporate supporter of the Clearwater Marine Aquarium. This year, Duke 
Energy again provided $100,000 to support its sea turtle rescue and rehabilitation 
program and Duke employees regularly participate in beach clean-up and turtle 

release volunteer opportunities. 
Duke Energy has also proudly partnered with the Pinellas Education Foundation 
for more than three decades. Much of the giving is focused to provide science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM)-focused after school classes for under-
served elementary and middle school students. 
This year we contributed $267,000 to the foundation to establish after-school STEM 
programs at 44 schools in Pinellas County. Each school, all designated as Title I 
schools with a high population of children in need, will develop two academies 
reaching more than 1,700 students with hands-on engineering and technology work 
over a 26-week program. 
Since 2000, Duke Energy had invested more than $56 million in Florida 

charitable organizations since 2000. Last year, the company donated more than $3 million to sunshine state non-profit 
organizations. The grants are administered through the Duke Energy Foundation, which provides philanthropic support 
to address the needs vital to the health of our communities, with a focus on education, environment, economic and 
workforce development and community impact.
Additionally, Duke Energy Florida employees volunteered more than 45,000 hours of community service within the last 
five years through the “Duke Energy in Action” program. A wrap-up video highlighting Duke Energy Florida volunteer 
events is available at http://bit.ly/DEFcommunities. 
For additional information on Duke Energy’s community giving programs visit duke-energy.com/foundation.
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Organizational News...
Belleair rotary                                                      
Their 10th Annual Wine and Tapas Extravaganza raised 
$30,000. Jo Ann Bruner is the 2016-17 president. She 
succeeds outgoing president, Ed Shaughnessy. 
The Rotary in the Town of Belleair meets every Thursday at 
12:15pm at the Belleair Country Club. The third Thursday 
of the month is the general assembly and Board meeting. 
Contact Jo Ann Bruner at 544-4433, Ext 222 or via e-mail 
at JoAnn_Bruner@Yahoo.com. Visit BelleairRotary.org.
Belleair women’s repuBliCan CluB               
They meet monthly on the first Friday, with issue 
appropriate speakers. August 5th, Congressman David 
Jolly who is running for his seat in District 13, Carlos Beruff 
and Dwight Young who are running for the U.S. Senate 
seat will be answering questions.
Meetings are for lunch at 11:30am at the Belleair 
Country Club, and normally cost $22 (pay at the door; 
no credit cards). Call Mary Miskin at 453-2630 or 
Renatta Cochran at 595-6678. Get more information at 
BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com
Belleair soCial CluB                                            
The Belleair Social Club meets every Tuesday morning at 
9am in the back of Panera Bread. They meet for dinner at 
different restaurants on the first and third Sunday at 6pm, 
and for lunch on the second and fourth Wednesday. 
Membership is open to all seniors and there are no dues. 
Couples are encouraged to join their fun. They would like 
more male members. They plan monthly social meetings, 
potluck get-togethers, dinners, movie nights and visits to 
area attractions. Call Marilyn Daminato 585-9633.
military order of the world wars                 
The Clearwater Chapter of the Military Order of the World 
Wars meets for lunch on the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Belleair Country Club. Social hour begins at 11:30am 
followed by lunch and a program. Next meetings are August 
2 and September 6. Members are retired active duty Military 
Officers and their spouses or widows. They welcome new 
members. To RSVP for lunch or to join, call LTC. George Smith 
at 786-5578. 
Clearwater Community sailing Center         
Fun Racing is held the third Saturday each month. If you 
are new to racing or an old hand at it, this is a fun way to 
learn, and keep your skills sharp. Skippers meeting is at 
noon on the deck, and racing is from 1pm to 3pm. They 
also offers instruction in Stand Up Paddle boarding and 
Kayaking. ClearwaterCommunitySailing.org.
Belleair BeaCh island garden CluB              
Now in its 25th year, Membership is $20 per year and 
guests are welcome. Meetings resume in October. Call 
Linda Wolling to RSVP 286-6567. Contact President 
Majorie Rose, 238-8691. 
daughters of ameriCan reVolution (dar)  
They meet on the third Friday of the month at the Belleair 
Country Club for lunch at 11:30am. The next meetings are 
August 19 and September 16. To join, call Linda Mintz at 
488-1068. 
sunCoast Camera CluB                                     
Make friends with people who share your interests, improve 
your photography and share your work. Meetings are at 
The Hospice of Florida, 5771 Roosevelt Blvd at 7pm. Call 
Veronica Serra at 512-4878 SuncoastCameraClub.org.

Belleair garden CluB                                        
Meetings resume in October. Normally, the first Wednesday 
is a tea and general meeting. The second Wednesday 
meeting usually has horticulture programs. There are also 
field trips during the year. 
Club membership is $50 per year, couples pay $55 and 
seasonal members only $25. Guests are welcome. For 
information, contact new President, Laura Katz, 581-4153 
or email LBKATZ53@gmailcom for more information.
greater Belleair young women’s soCiety      
This group of 180 women live and work in the Belleair, 
Belleair Beach, Clearwater, Clearwater Beach, Sand Key, 
Largo and the surrounding areas. They meet monthly from 
September through May. Various activities include: Artsy 
Outing, Bridge, Bunko Babes, Bunko Bunkettes, Canasta, 
Culinary Critics, Girls’ Night Out, Lit Ladies, Lunch Bunch, 
Movie Madness, Tea & Scrabble, and Theater Patrons. 
They normally meet once a month. Meetings resume in 
September. The date and location may vary so check their 
web site, www.GBYWS.org. Contact Jo-Ann Benware, 
President, Joannbenware@MSN.com for information. 
Belleair Bridge CluB                                             
Do you want to play bridge? The Belleair Bridge Club 
plays in the City Hall Auditorium twice a week, all year. It 
is coordinated by the Belleair Recreation Center. Call Betty 
Grandoff at 669 5283 or the Belleair Rec Center to play. 
the Clearwater yaCht CluB                         
Chartered in 1911, this is one of the oldest Yacht Clubs 
in the country, continuing the long-standing tradition of 
yachtsmen the world over. Although, you don’t have a boat 
to join. Half of their members don’t. Most of their social 
activities center around regular parties and events in their 
restaurant or waterside Tiki-Bar. Join now and enjoy the 
following August event: 6th - Dock and Dance Party, 7th - 
Beer Can Racing, 11th - Trivia Night, 13th - Wine Tasting, 
20th - White Party on the Patio, 27th Dinghy Poker Run. 
They are offering a Summer 2016 Membership program, 
effective from May 1 – Sept 30, 2016. There is no 
initiation fee and dues are $100/month. There is no 
monthly minimum spending. At the close of the summer 
membership, the summer member in good standing may 
be offered membership in a class of their choice (Full, 
Social, or Junior) at the then current rates for dues and 
initiation. Prospective members can only take advantage 
of one Summer membership program. Call 447-6000 or 
email office@clearwateryachtclub.org for details.
Belleair BeaCh ladies lunCheon CluB                                   
Honey Brouman is the new president starting in October. 
Longtime member Sherrie Morton passed away in May. 
They are dedicating their 2016-17 membership to her. 
Celebrating their 50th Anniversary soon, they normally 
meet the second Tuesday of each month,  at various area 
restaurants. You do not have to live in Belleair Beach to 
join, membership is $15 a year. To join, call Lois O’Donnell 
at 595-1349 or Sue Edmunds at 596-5710. 
Children’s playgroup                                           
This newly formed group is for mothers of young children 
4 and under who want to exercise and socialize with 
other mothers. If you want to connect with other nearby 
families, contact Shelly Clark at 385-7970 or email her at 
IRBShellyClark@Yahoo.com. 
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life Changing treatments
Can you imagine saying goodbye 
to your newborn child every day, not 
knowing if she would live to see the 
next day? This is what Diana Lucia-
Galindo of Guatemala endured, 
after her daughter Natalia (Nati) 
was born prematurely at 30 weeks. 
Suffering from a multitude of health 
issues including heart, eyes, and 
infections, only Diana’s faith and 
her mother’s support, allowed her 
to get through those early months. 
After Nati was released from the 

hospital, her immune system was compromised and she 
required quarantine for a year to protect her from germs that 
might kill her. When Diana became concerned that she was 
not reaching the normal milestones for a child her age, Nati 
was diagnosed with cerebral palsy, a devastating blow. 
Diana researched Cerebral Palsy treatments and discovered 
Dr. Roberto Sosa at Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital. 
Guatemalan born, Dr. Sosa makes annual visits to his native 
country, spearheading efforts to bring children to Florida 
for specialized treatment. In Nati’s case, Dr. Sosa made 
arrangements for the family to visit him in January 2015. This 
was an all-expense paid visit with Therasuit therapy for three 
weeks, during which they stayed at Ronald McDonald House 
Another visit to Florida in September 2015 for therapy 
produced results so dramatic that it changed Nati’s life. In 
just three days, she began to eat normally. She also began 
talking, a big surprise to her family when she returned 
home. Over the next two months, Nati had many milestones, 
reaching goals her family thought impossible. One year after 
that first therapy, Natalia is a changed girl. She is outgoing 
and chatty, overcoming her lack of English skills by learning 
simple phrases like “Hi, how are you?” While movement is still 
difficult, she still tries to run and climb like other children, and 
is getting better at it every day. 
Nati and Diana’s love for Ronald McDonald House is beyond 
expression. The staff and volunteers enjoy having this delightful 
little girl who chatters away. Diana had known about Ronald 
McDonald House through friends, but never expected the 
unconditional love and support she receives at the House. 
Diana comments, “It’s hard to say goodbye; while we are 
happy to go home, we are sad to leave this amazing place. It’s 
a hard test that God has given us, but he always sends angels 
to help, and Ronald McDonald House has many angels.”
While the Therasuit therapy is incredibly helpful for Nati, it 
is also expensive and Diana’s insurance does not cover it. 
Ideally Nati would have two (four-week) Therasuit sessions 
each year, but that may not happen. Surgery, when Nati 
is six, may be an option, it is still too far away. In the 
meantime, she has new braces to help her walk. The doctor 
wanted to cast her leg during this visit, but that would 
require a six-week stay, far too long for the family to be 
away from home and work. 
The family’s stay at RMH has made a big difference in their 
perspective. Meeting other families whose children have 
far more serious issues have helped Diana and her mother 
now look at Nati’s condition in a much different light. No 
longer does Diana feel sorry for herself, instead feeling great 
compassion for the other families at RMH, and wishing she 
could help them. RMH provides much greater blessings 
than a place to stay and food to eat; it provides the comfort, 
caring and compassion that other families, generous-hearted 
volunteers and amazing staff can deliver. 
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“honor the Blue triBute” 
Benefiting Belleair police department

Saturday, October 22, 2016, 7 – 11 pm at the Belleview 
Biltmore Golf Club, 1501 Indian Rocks Road, Belleair

The Belleair Community Foundation (BCF) is teaming 
up with the Doyle Family to produce 
Belleair’s “must-attend” event of the 
year, the “Honor the Blue Tribute.” 
“We are thrilled to debut the BCF’s 
inaugural fundraising event with 
our partners, the Doyle family,” 
says Karla Rettstatt, President, Belleair 
Community Foundation. “This signature 
event marks the beginning of what we 
hope will become an esteemed   
Belleair tradition for our members, residents and guests 
for years to come.” 
This year’s theme “Honor The Blue Tribute,” was 
developed by the BCF Executive Board and a 
subcommittee of Belleair resident volunteers who 
recognized the need for additional funds to fortify 
the Belleair Police Department. BCF volunteers and 
supporters are creating an ultra-chic evening celebration 
to raise money to help the department purchase items not 
covered in the town’s departmental budget.
The Evening Includes: Heavy, Hot and Cold Hors 
d’oeuvres, Two Complimentary Cocktails, a Martini 
Fountain and Dancing to a Belleair Favorite: Disco 
Inferno. Tickets are $60 for BCF members and are 
available now at www.bcfworks.org. The cost for 
Non-members is $75. Those tickets will be available after 
September 9th at the Belleair Rec Department
The BCF plans to host an annual signature event, with the 
benefactor changing each year. The event will be held in 
addition to several other ongoing improvement projects 
the group assists during the calendar year. To date, BCF 
funds made possible several significant enhancements 
within Belleair including the renovation of Hunter 
Memorial Park, the construction and maintenance of 
Hunter Memorial Fountain, the replacement of diseased 
Washingtonia palms around Belleair, and sponsorships of 
several town events.
To learn more about the “Honor the Blue Tribute” and 
sponsorship opportunities, visit www.bcfworks.org. 

graCie’s Big splash 
Gracie’s Big Splash #10 will be held Saturday night, 
August 6th, from 5:30-9 pm at the Dimmitt Community 
Center at 918 Osceola Road in Belleair. Bring the family 
and Get Wet and Wild! Enjoy water slides, bounce house, 
DJ, games, activities, prizes, raffle, bake sale and more! 
The entry fee is $10 per person. 
All proceeds will be donated to the Gracie G. Purdy 
Foundation Inc. whose focus includes helping children 
facing a terminal or catastrophic illness, pediatric cancer 
research and youth oriented programs in our community.
The first Gracie’s Big Splash was held to aid Gracie 
Purdy and her family in 2007 when she was diagnosed 
with brain cancer. Gracie passed way in 2008, the event 
continues in her memory. 
Because the starting date of public school is much earlier 
this year (August 10th) Gracie’s Big Splash is a week 
earlier than usual. 
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irB Boat CluB                                                     
In June, the Club tried something new and took a trip to 
Tarpon Springs’ Turtle Cove Marina. While some members 
spent the weekend, some came up for a pool party on 
Saturday, and others stayed just Saturday night. In total six 
boats and 21 people enjoyed all or part of the trip.
The trip included dinner at Rusty Bellies Friday night, a pool 
party Saturday and dinner Saturday night at Mykonos followed 
by dessert at Hellas.
Below is a list of some of their upcoming events: 
  August 13: Marina Cantina, Clearwater Beach Marina
  September 17: End of Summer Island Party
The IRB Boat Club has informational meetings, suspended 
during the summer, with guest speakers at Jimmy Guana’s 
(Holiday Inn Harborside) monthly, on the third Thursday. 
Meetings resume September 15th. Everyone is welcome, it is 
not just for Indian Rocks residents. Anyone who has a boat and 
wants a reason to use it can join, for free. To get involved, call 
Bob Griffin at 517-1997 or e-mail Bob@IRBboatclub.com. 
Visit www.IRBboatclub.com.
Clearwater garden CluB                                
They meet twice a month (October through May) in 
Clearwater at 405 Seminole Street. However, the Club does 
hold demonstrations on the third Saturdays of the month. 
August 8 is a Kokedama Demonstration. Bring your own 6” 
pot. The last summer demonstration is September 17.
For more information contact President Maggie Custer at 
488-8705 or e-mail at  mmcuster@outlook.com. Garden 
Club members get in free at the Francis Wilson Playhouse 
on final rehearsal nights. Get more information at 
ClearwaterGardenClub.org. 
Bluffs Business assn. 
Enjoy refreshments, 
door prizes and meet 
new business contacts 
from 5:30 to 6:30 at 
their monthly mingles. 
This is last month’s event 
held at  Belleair Coffee. 
Any business person, 
regardless of location, is welcome to attend and bring a 
guest. 
Upcoming mingles are: 
August 11: Northstar Bank, 715 Indian Rocks Road N.
September 8: USAmeribank, 2781 West Bay Drive
To get involved, call Bonnie Trembulak at 686-8797 or visit 
BluffsBusinessAssocation.com for more information. 
new newComer CluB         
If want to meet new people, this not-for-profit group 
can help the development of acquaintances and good 
fellowship. You do not have to be new to the area to join. 
They meet monthly at local restaurants and area country 
clubs on the first Tuesday of each month normally for lunch 
with guest speakers. Call Karen Botsford at 531-0378 or 
visit WelcomeNewComerClub.com. 

Organizational News...

belleairimages.net
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As the sun rises on the mangrove forest, egrets rustle from 
their roosts to take flight while the caws of blue herons break 
the morning silence. The area teems with life above and 
below the water largely due to the cluster of mangroves lining 
the shore.
Mangroves provide shelter to a wide variety of animals, 
in addition to many other benefits that aren’t quite as well 
known. Mangrove trees and shrubs are Florida native species 
that grow in coastal intertidal zones consisting of a mixture of 
fresh and saltwater. They protect and stabilize the coastline 
and provide a habitat that supports a wide variety of fish and 
other wildlife. Mangroves are protected in Florida because of 
the important roles they play in protecting the environment 
and contributing to economic development.  
“Many people may not realize that billions of dollars of 
Florida’s annual economy are indirectly generated by 
mangroves,” said Mark Langford, environmental consultant 
for the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 
“Mangroves help protect species of fish and shellfish that are 
the foundation of Florida’s seafood industry – an industry that 
employs more than 100,000 people.”
In addition to wildlife protection, mangrove forests also 
help prevent or significantly reduce erosion caused by storm 
surges, currents, waves and tides. 
“Their dense growth pattern and intertwining branches, 
roots, and trunks not only hold land and soil in place, but 
also create a cushion to reduce some of the wave and storm 
energy striking the shoreline. That is something even a 
seawall can’t do,” says Langford. 
Mangroves also act as natural filters. They protect the area 
water quality by removing nutrients and pollutants from 

stormwater runoff 
before it reaches 
seagrass habitats and 
coral reefs. Mangroves 
also provide a home 
for filter feeding 
organisms such as 
oysters and barnacles, 
which also improve the 
water quality.
“Mangroves must be 
protected from irresponsible cutting and destruction because 
of the important roles they play in maintaining the overall 
quality of the environment,” said Langford. “However, DEP 
provides best practices for those homeowners wishing to trim 
mangroves in accordance with state law.”
Homeowners with a shoreline of 150 feet or less may trim 
mangroves located on their property within a fringe that 
is 50 feet wide or less and that are between 6 and 10 feet 
in height above the ground. These mangroves cannot be 
trimmed lower than 6 feet in height. Owners of property with 
a shoreline of more than 150 feet cannot trim more than 65 
percent of the mangroves along their shoreline.
“Mangrove trimming beyond what is allowed in this 
exemption will require the services of a professional 
mangrove trimmer and may require a permit,” said Langford. 
For more information or to ask questions about mangroves 
on your property, contact Pinellas County’s mangrove 
trimming program at 727-453-3385 or the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection at 813-470-5700 or 
dep.state.fl.us. 

a View of the mangroVes
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People in the Community
stan wolney master Carpenter 
Stan Wolney has been a master 
carpenter for 35 years. Since 1980, he 
has worked with dozens of architects, 
builders, contractors, developers, 
and designers. He has built kitchens, 
dining rooms, libraries, wall units, 
home theaters, staircases, floors and 
more for doctors, lawyers and other 
homeowners. He has built commercial 
and residential projects. 
“My specialty is woodworking,” Wolney 
says, “with all kinds of wood. Some people just have a vague 
idea of what they want. I take their ideas and make it happen.” 
Wolney did some of the woodwork at the Belleair Country Club. 
“He built a classy reception desk just outside our front door,” 
says Ed Shaughnessy, General Manager. “Despite the Florida 
weather, it is still in excellent condition. Stan is honest, plus he 
delivers on time and on budget.”
“My favorite wood is a veneer,” says Stan. Veneers are a thin 
decorative covering of fine wood applied to a coarser wood. “I 
built a table from scratch with 48 pieces of veneer.”
His real talent is restoration. If you have scratched or dented 
wood, Wolney knows how to return it to like-new condition. “I 
repaired some of the 12-foot walls in the offices of the Tampa 
Police Department. They were covered with scratches and pot 
marks. Not anymore.”
Stan Wolney is a Vietnam veteran and has six medals to show 
for it — one for heroism. If you have a special project that 
requires a quality carpenter, new or restoration work, call him at 
727-581-1129. LIC # C-8998. Estimates are free.

elizaBeth snedeker piano teaCher
Elizabeth Snedeker, NCTM has been 
teaching piano to all ages for over thirty 
years. She teaches in her Largo home 
on Oakhurst Rd. Her teaching methods 
include all styles of music, ear training, 
sight reading, and theory. Snedeker 
graduated from Aquinas College in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan with a Bachelor 
of Arts in music and is a certified teacher 
both at the state and national level. 
Snedeker’s many accomplishments in 
piano teaching include:
• Judging Student Days in several 
districts in Florida
• Staged two monster concerts with 15-17 pianos on stage
   and directed by Yaya Ling, former music director of the Florida 
  Orchestra, and Thomas Wilkins, former resident conductor of
  the Florida Orchestra.
• Past President of the GPMTA 
• Member of the Florida State Music Teachers Association and
   the Music Teachers National Association.
• Music Director of the Pilgrim Pipers, a Chapter in the American
   Recorder Society
Her love of music extends to her family where three or her 
four sons are professional musicians and two of her nine 
grandchildren already have degrees in music and a third is 
just starting his college study of piano. If you are interested in 
learning to play piano, she would love to hear from you. She 
has room for a few students. You can reach Elizabeth Snedeker, 
NCTM at 727-596-7813.
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By Bob Griffin, Publisher

Who makes the best pizza in 
Indian Rocks Beach? Well, 
as always, that is a matter of 

opinion, but many locals think TJ’s 
Italian Café serves the best pizza in 
town, and he has been doing it here 
for a quarter of a century.
Thomas John Smith, or TJ for short, 
grew up in an Italian New Jersey 
neighborhood. His mother Peggy liked 
to cook as did hundreds of people in his 
neighborhood.
“When you walked down any street, 
you would smell the aroma of delicious 
Italian food coming from every house,” 
Smith remembers. 
Smith’s first job was as a restaurant 
cook when he was only 16. “I have 
worked in lots of Italian restaurants, 
always in the kitchen, and learned from 
some of the best” he says. “That is 
where I first got my feet wet, cooking.”
Smith created his first restaurant in 

1986 in Roebling, NJ, when he was just 
21. He called it Roebling’s Main Street 
Pizza and he ran it for five years. During 
those years, his family vacationed 
frequently in Clearwater and Indian 
Rocks Beach. He loved the look and 
uniqueness of Indian Rocks Beach. 
“Twenty-six years ago, there were not 
many condos and the hotels were 
mostly ma & pa’s,” reflects Smith. 
“I remember when Gulf Blvd. was 
only 2 lanes, and then they added 
the sidewalks. The park across from 
Guppy’s was a dirt lot. The city was full 
of cottages. I liked the small town look 
and feel here,” he says. “Back then, 
there was a restaurant called La Sole 
del Mar. Frank and Marilyn Morris had 
owned it for about 20 years, it recently 
closed,” he continues. “I leased the 
building and made IRB my home.”
It was nothing more than a small 

sidewalk café, seating about 40 
people, inside and out but it was on 
the beach. He named it TJ’s Gourmet 
Pizza Café and sold pizzas, subs, Philly 
cheese-steak sandwiches, and hoagies. 
It became known for its White Pizza 
made with olive oil, garlic, and fresh 
mozzarella. 
Smith soon bought the property 
including some cottages where his 
restaurant sits now. He built TJ’s Mom’s 
Ice Cream, a small ice cream store on 
the northwest corner that his mother 
operated.  
Soon, Smith embarked on building 
the restaurant you see now. Having 
previously worked in construction, he 
did much of the work himself. In the 
beginning, the building was half the 
size it is today. He added a deck to the 
west and eventually enclosed it, before 
adding the larger deck you see today. 
Fifteen years ago, he married his wife 
Kim, whom he calls Kimmy. Kimmy’s 
grandfather and mother were chefs 
from Northern Italy so she knows a 
thing or two about Italian cooking, too.
“The difference between TJ and most 
other restaurateurs is he himself works 
in the restaurant, sometimes seven days 
a week, normally in the kitchen,” Kimmy 
says. He has five to seven other cooks 
and chefs who work alongside him, 
but he oversees every plate and pizza 
that leaves the kitchen. Everything is 
made fresh from scratch--from the pizza 
dough and bread to the salad dressings 
and don’t forget the 80 quarts of red 
sauce served each day!”
If you haven’t been there lately, you may 
not realize what an extensive menu TJ’s 
has. They serve traditional and gourmet 
pizzas, of course. Cheese pizza sells for 
as little as $6.95 (during lunch) while 
others may be $14. 
Brick Oven Pizzas (regular and white 
pizza pie) range from $11 to $14. 
Toppings may be extra. Gourmet 
specialty pizzas range from $13 to $20. 
TJ’s also features an 
old-fashioned tomato 
pie, white veggie pie, 
spinach ranch pie, white 
cheese-steak, or shrimp 
& asparagus pies—in 
addition to a loaded 
version called ‘The Works’. 
If you aren’t in the mood 
for pizza, there are many 
appetizers, soups, salads 
(big and small) Italian 
entrées, and of course 
pasta. If you prefer, 
they offer sandwiches, 

stromboli, calzone, hoagies, and a 
good old-fashioned American burger. 
Some of TJ’s more popular dinner 
specials are Grouper Rolando, Grouper 
Volute, Lobster Cozze Fra Diavolo, 
Pork Osso Bucco, Beef Stroganoff and 
Stuffed Lobster Ravioli. Now that’s 
Italian. 
Smith says his customers are a 50/50 
mix of locals and tourists. Over the 
last 26 years, he has seen many of the 
same faces return year after year. He is 
proud that his Italian customers seem 
to love his menu the most. TripAdvisor 
lists TJ’s Italian Café as a five-star 
restaurant, receiving the Best Restaurant 
Award three years running, with many 
heartwarming comments. 
TJ’s Italian Café serves lunch and 
dinner daily and offers a superb wine 
list, hand-picked by Smith himself with 
some help from the locals. It is located 
at 1515 Gulf Blvd. Reservations are 
accepted by calling 596-1515. Your 
dogs are welcome on the deck. They 
do deliver to the immediate area after 
5pm, seven days a week. 
TJ, Kimmy and their ten-year-old 
daughter Ava live in Sand Key. Ava 
encourages you to stop in and try the 
spaghetti and juicy meatballs, with four-
ounce meatballs and a red sauce that 
stems back from the golden days. It is 
her favorite!
Check them out on their web site: www.
TJsItalianCafe.com.

tJ’s italian Cafe - 26 years of great food!
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