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June 3, 2019 
 
 
 
The Honorable Steve Kutz, Chair  
American Indian Health Commission  
808 North 5th Avenue  
Sequim, Washington 98382  
 
Dear Chair Kutz:  
 
Subject: Recognition of Tribal Health Programs as “Licensed or Certified Behavioral Health 
Agencies” 
 
Thank you for your letter of May 17, 2019. We appreciate your partnership as we ensure our 
development of Washington State Department of Health (DOH) policies and administrative 
regulations recognize tribal health programs in a manner consistent with federal and state 
requirements.  
 
We understand and agree that the State of Washington does not have jurisdiction to regulate a 
tribe’s operation of their health care programs and facilities. The historical examples your letter 
provided regarding how our tribal-state attestation agreements came to be was informative. 
 
Here’s an update on the three items I mentioned to you in my March 11, 2019 letter: 
 
1. Our staff is ready to work with your team on drafting the tribal-state substance use disorder 

attestation. We were hoping to convene a tribal-DOH workgroup prior to an August 2019 
consultation at the AIHC delegates’ meeting. Due to summer schedules, including the Canoe 
Journey, the workgroup is not able to convene. We can either forward our outline to your 
delegates for review, feedback, and comments in July and bring that to the August delegates’ 
meeting for consultation, or we can do a roundtable at your August delegates’ meeting and 
move the consultation to a later date. 
 

2. Our team has updated our MOUs with the accrediting organizations, removing the 
requirement of an initial DOH inspection. Our rules need some clarification to support this 
new approach, but we will be drafting an interpretive statement of our rules before we can 
achieve new rulemaking to prevent any delay in moving forward.  

 
3. With the passage of ESSB 5432 in the 2019 legislative session, DOH leadership believes the 

barriers to providing licenses and credentials to tribal behavioral health agencies with 
executed tribal-state attestation agreements has been removed. 
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I have asked Tribal Relations Director Tamara Fulwyler, to follow up with your Executive 
Director, Vicki Lowe, to determine the best strategy for item one above. 
 
Steve, I appreciate your leadership and your partnership. The issues we address and resolve 
together support good health for all people in Washington. Thank you for continued 
contributions to our shared mission. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
John Wiesman, DrPH, MPH 
Secretary of Health 
 
cc: Tribal Chairs  

AIHC Delegates  
Joe Finkbonner, Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board  
Laura Platero, Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board 
MaryAnne Lindeblad, Health Care Authority 
Michael Langer, Health Care Authority  
Jessie Dean, Health Care Authority  
Kristin Peterson, Department of Health  
Tamara Fulwyler, Department of Health  

 


