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Office of Emergency Preparedness & Response (EPR)  
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December 2015 
 

The Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response (EPR) Program News Update is provided as a way to 

share current information about the preparedness program. This News Update is intended to be shared with 

local, regional, and tribal government partners; please forward it to others who may be interested. We are 

currently in Budget Period 4 of a five-year cooperative agreement for our base grant with a fiscal period July 1 

– June 30 each “year.” The Ebola funding streams have a variety of fiscal periods and due dates.  

 

State and National Updates – Dianna Trotter 
 

Guiding Principles / Health and Medical Preparedness and Response Doctrine  

 

You should have received “the Doctrine” Dec. 2 from Dianna Trotter via email. This is just a reminder we 

conducted two informational webinars about the document and the concept, and you are invited to two more in 

January. Webinars are the same, so choose one that works best for you.  Please remember to submit questions 

and suggestions to Dianna by Jan. 29, dianna.trotter@doh.wa.gov.  

 

To register for the webinars, go here: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/3618692149582272002   

 

Attended Health and Human Services (HHS) Region X Meeting in Boise  
 

Michael attended a meeting with ASPR and all Region 10 states (Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington) in Boise 

to discuss  current preparedness priorities. Oregon presented on their experience with the mass shooting at 

Umpqua Community College. HHS noted their policy on mass shootings has changed, and that HHS can 

deploy, at the request of a state, a 30-40 person behavioral health team at no cost to the state, to support the 

behavioral health response during these types of incidents. This was an invaluable resource during the Umpqua 

response. EPR will coordinate this information with state DSHS.  

 

Open Position: Administrative Operations Supervisor – open thru January 5 
 

“Reporting to the Deputy Chief of Administrative Operations, this position is responsible for managing the 

daily fiscal operations of EPR, including grants and contracts management, and budget development and 

monitoring. S/he will provide guidance to staff who secure funding through successful grant applications; 

negotiate, maintain, and monitor contracts; build budgets and spending plans; conduct sub-recipient monitoring 

of contracted partners; and provide oversight to program and fiscal audits.” 

 

Link to apply:  https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/1305876/administrative-operations-

supervisor-wms-1-doh3035 

 

mailto:dianna.trotter@doh.wa.gov
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Program Updates 
 

WHEERS Radio Service – Dale Alexander 

 

WHEERS stands for the Washington Hospital and EMS Radio System. It was first established in 1995 through 

the (DOH) EMS office and the Washington State Patrol (WSP).  

 

Due to budget restraints EPR is no longer able to pay to maintain the 16 statewide WHEERS towers past Dec. 

31, 2015. On or about Dec. 15, 2015 the WSP crews were available and removed or disabled 11 of the 

WHEERS towers.  

 

The remaining five towers are planned to be transferred to Thurston County Emergency Services as the fiscal 

agent, pending approval from the Thurston County Commissioners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Ebola Training and Education Center (NETEC) Visit to Providence Sacred Heart (Spokane) – 

Erika Henry 

 

A team from the National Ebola Training and Education Center (NETEC) met with leadership at Providence 

Sacred Heart Medical Center (PSHMC) to share best practices on receiving, transporting and treating a patient 

with Ebola. They advised on everything from layout and design of PSHMC’s new special pathogens unit to 

detailed coaching on their own tips and tricks learned while donning and doffing PPE during treatment of Ebola 

patients at their respective hospitals. PSHMC and the DOH team learned so much from this group, and we’re all 

looking forward to their ongoing mentoring as we continue our work in Ebola preparedness and response. 
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Statewide Disaster Medical Coordination Center (DMCC) Meeting – Erika Henry 

 

The statewide DMCC meeting is coming up on January 14. The agenda went out Dec. 28 to our DMCC 

contacts as an update to the Outlook calendar invite.  

 

Have you had changes in the contact person at your DMCC hospital? If so, please let Michelle Joanen know! 

She maintains the master list of DMCC contacts across the state, and we want to be certain we have the right 

people for each region. Contact: michelle.joanen@doh.wa.gov  

 

Resources for Public Information – Cristina Labra 

 

Cristina’s presentation is attached with this newsletter. Here is our DOH website with public information and 

partner resources: http://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/EmergencyPreparedness.  

 

If you are already contacting someone from a program in DOH, please continue to contact them. Regarding the 

Center for Public Affairs (new at DOH): 

        If you have questions about emergency communications during business hours, please contact 

Cristina Labra (Cristina.labra@doh.wa.gov; 360-628-1515). 

        For emergencies and after hours emergencies, please contact the duty officer (hanalert@doh.wa.gov).  

        For media relations, please contact Danny Kenneweg, Strategic Communications 

Director (Danielle.Kenneweg@doh.wa.gov; 360-584-4595) and Marissa VanHoozer 

(Marissa.VanHoozer@doh.wa.gov; 360-545-2945).  

        Overall Center for Public Affairs questions or comments, contact Allene Mares, Center 

Director (Allene.Mares@doh.wa.gov, 360-463-7199). Please copy Marissa 

(Marissa.VanHoozer@doh.wa.gov; 360-545-2945). 

 

Training and Exercise Planning Workshop (TEPW) – Shawn Roberts 

 

You should see the TEPW email from Shawn Roberts (12/17/15) attached with this newsletter. Refer to this 

message for the agenda and a worksheet we need you fill out and return by January 8 – before the meeting. 

 

Participants in the workshop should be prepared to provide input to the statewide exercise and training priorities 

and the development of a statewide training and exercise plan. This is where the work you do with your regional 

partners will be important to the workshop.  In order to help us have the most productive discussions during our 

TEPW, we would like attendees to register and have the worksheet filled out and returned to Michelle 

Joanen at Michelle.Joanen@doh.wa.gov by January 8, 2016.   

 

Click here to register as a TEPW attendee: https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/opinio/s?s=9464  

Operational Readiness Review Progress (ORR) – Neil Good 

 

In July 2014, the CDC implemented a new method of reviewing state and local medical countermeasure 

operational readiness. The new method is the Operational Readiness Review (ORR) and it replaces the old 

Technical Assistance Review (TAR). 

 

The new ORR was developed with input from national partners and representatives of the 19 state and local 

Cities Readiness Initiative (CRI) jurisdictions. The new review process is designed to better measure a 

jurisdiction’s ability to plan and successfully execute any large-scale response requiring distribution and 

dispensing of medical countermeasures. 

 

The new process does not use numerical scoring; instead it measures readiness with 4 levels of implementation: 

mailto:michelle.joanen@doh.wa.gov
http://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/EmergencyPreparedness
http://www.doh.wa.gov/AboutUs
mailto:Cristina.labra@doh.wa.gov
mailto:hanalert@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Danielle.Kenneweg@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Marissa.VanHoozer@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Allene.Mares@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Marissa.VanHoozer@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Michelle.Joanen@doh.wa.gov
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/opinio/s?s=9464
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 Early Implementation – Jurisdiction demonstrates the beginning stage of planning or operations.  

 Intermediate Implementation – Jurisdiction demonstrates planning and operations that have 

progressed beyond the beginning stage but may lack some criteria deemed necessary in response to an 

MCM incident.  

 Established Implementation – Jurisdiction demonstrates planning and operations criteria that meet the 

capability standard.  

 Advanced Implementation – Jurisdiction demonstrates planning and operations that exceed or enhance 

the capability standard.  

 

In Washington state, DOH is the PHEP awardee and we have 4 Cities Readiness Initiative (CRI) areas 

which are: 

 Tacoma – Pierce County Health Department,  

 Clark County Public Health,  

 Snohomish Health District, and  

 Public Health – Seattle King County 

 Quick note: these 4 CRI areas are also part of the 2 Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs) that are in 

Washington state  

 

This year the CDC used this method to review DOH and the Tacoma – Pierce County Health Department.  

DOH in turn used the new process to review Clark County Public Health, Snohomish Health District, and 

Public Health – Seattle King County. 

 

Overall Washington State did very well in this review. There were some “Best Practices” that were uncovered 

that will be shared among those in the ORR process. A few shortfalls were found that can be corrected with 

some teamwork between DOH and the 4 CRIs. 

 

DOH’s next step is to fill out our Statewide Feedback form and to turn in all of our final documents to the CDC.  

DOH Basic Plan Status – Shawn Roberts for Sue Smith 

 

The DOH Basic Plan was written by the EPR team and reviewed by internal and external partners. The 

comments received were then addressed or incorporated into the plan. This final draft was reviewed by 

Secretary Wiesman, and his comments are now incorporated into the plan. The Basic Plan is in the finalization 

phase, and once that phase is complete, EPR will share the final DOH Basic Plan with our internal and external 

partners.  

 

EPR will train our agency leadership and response teams by holding Basic Plan seminars, and we’ll train our 

external partners by holding webinar seminars to explain the DOH Basic Plan. Dianna Trotter will send the 

webinar information when it is available. You might remember being invited to and/or participating in some 

webinars explaining the draft plan, and we asked for your feedback. Soon we’ll share it again. 

 

Training Update (PHEP) – Kim Butowicz 

 

The Department of Health will not be offering position-specific training during this grant cycle (ending June 

30). 

 

What public health preparedness trainings we will offer: 

 (1)  L-380 At the Point of the Spear in Eastern Wash. 

 (1)  L-380 At the Point of the Spear in Western Wash. 
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 (1)  USFA 0-305 All Hazards Incident Management Team in partnership with Public Health Seattle-

King County 

 (1)  Incident Management Team Task Book Workshop in Olympia  

 

We will continue to use email, the monthly EPR updates, and the EPR news to update you when we have more 

information on trainings. 

 

Training Update (HPP) – Michelle Joanen 

 

Michelle made contact with all coalition leads about each region’s requested healthcare preparedness trainings. 

She heard back from some coalition leads and is coordinating with vendors. The first HPP training is planned 

for Feb. 1 in Snohomish Co.  

 

To coordinate with Michelle on these trainings, email michelle.joanen@doh.wa.gov or call, 360-236-4049. 
 

 

Contract Updates 
 

Tribal Contracting Deadline – Rachel Paris for Kristen Baird Romero 

 

This message is for tribal governments who are interested in investing DOH funds from a CDC public health 

preparedness grant in tribal health emergency preparedness, who haven’t yet contacted DOH about the period 

July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016. Funding is set aside for every federally recognized tribe.  

 

December 30, 2015 marks the deadline for submitting tribal contracts for PHEP funds. By executing a 

complete contract for FY2015-16, July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016, federally-recognized tribes residing within 

Washington State have an opportunity to be reimbursed for preparedness activities aligning with CDC Public 

Health Preparedness Capabilities. 

 

If you are a reading this message and are interested in contracting for 2015-16 PHEP funds and find yourself in 

the following situation: 

- You are somewhere in the contracting process…maybe? 

- Received the final contract from DOH but have not been able to get all required signatures 

OR 

- Would like to know about the Department of Health PHEP funding and contracting process 

exclusively for federally-recognized tribes within Washington State  

- If so, please contact Kristen Baird Romero: kristen.baird@doh.wa.gov, or by phone 360-236-4057.  

 

Consolidated Contract Amendments in January – Jennifer Moore 

 

We will be removing the following two activities from the regional lead LHJ contracts in the next consolidated 

contract amendment in January. We are unable to coordinate these trainings prior to the end of the fiscal year, 

June 30, 2016. Regional leads please watch for the changes in your contracts. For any questions about this 

change contact Jennifer (jennifer.moore@doh.wa.gov) or Dianna.  

 

<See activities on next page> 

 

Activity Deliverable 
 

Participate in training coordinated by DOH in monitoring public 

health, behavioral health, and healthcare needs during the 

 

Submit mid-year and end of year progress reports 

 

mailto:michelle.joanen@doh.wa.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/capabilities/at-a-glance.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/capabilities/at-a-glance.pdf
mailto:kristen.baird@doh.wa.gov
mailto:jennifer.moore@doh.wa.gov
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recovery phase of an incident. Submit training rosters to DOH 

 

Participate in DOH provided training on local Family 

Assistance Center operations.   

Submit mid-year and end of year progress reports 

 

Submit training rosters to DOH 

 

 

If you have any information you would like to share with the public health preparedness community during a 

monthly update call please feel free to share your ideas with Dianna Trotter (dianna.trotter@doh.wa.gov or 

360-236-4079). 

 

EPR Program Update Calls are held the third Monday of each month from 2-3 p.m., except the January and 

February meetings are combined because of holidays. Emergency Preparedness and Response is funded through 

a CDC grant for public health emergency preparedness (PHEP), and a  healthcare preparedness program 

(HPP) grant from the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) within federal HHS. 

 

2015 Update Calls   

Feb. 2 May 18 Aug. 17 Nov. 16 

March 16 June 15 Sep. 21 Dec. 21 

April 20 July 20 Oct. 19  

2016 Update Calls   

Feb. 8 May 16 Aug. 15 Nov. 21 

March 21 June 20 Sep. 19 Dec. 19 

April 18 July 18 Oct. 17  

mailto:dianna.trotter@doh.wa.gov

