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Office of Insurance Commissioner – Network Adequacy Rules & Schedule 
 
 
The Office of Insurance Commissioner (OIC) is issuing new health plan network adequacy rules.  Some of 
the new rules will pertain to all plans offered in state insurance markets regulated by the OIC.  Other 
new rules dealing with “essential community providers” will pertain to only Exchange offered qualified 
health plans (QHPs). 
 
The OIC states that the purpose of the new is to: Harmonize existing rule with federal Affordable Care 
Act (ACA) requirements; Codify what OIC is asking issuers to currently do; Create more transparent 
network evaluation process; and, Collect data to help monitor network trends. 1  The goals of the new 
rules are to:  Clarify requirements for provider networks that must be in place to ensure access to 
covered services; Ensure networks are formed prior to approval and there are ongoing tools to monitor 
network changes; Provide framework for alternative network standards; and, Offer greater 
transparency. 1 
 
The OIC recently announced that they would be issuing the network adequacy rules in two “waves” by 
implementation date.  They will issue a next “Exposure Draft of “Wave 1” for network adequacy 
requirements for calendar year (CY) 2015.  Below is the schedule for “Waive 1” rules.   After the March 
2014 issuance of “Wave 1”, OIC will begin “Wave 2”, which will be requirements for CY 2016.  
 
The OIC rulemaking is available at their website:  http://www.insurance.wa.gov/current-issues-
reform/agency-meetings/ and http://www.insurance.wa.gov/laws-rules/legislation-rules/proposed-
new-rules/ .    The American Indian Health Commission (AIHC) has posted portions of the OIC rulemaking 
and the AIHC’s actions on the rules at their website: http://www.aihc-wa.com/aihc-health-policy-
issues/issues-policies-regulations/ .  
 
 

Office of Insurance Commissioner 
Wave 1 Network Adequacy Rule Making Schedule & Related Activities 

Date OIC Rule Action AIHC Action 

September 18, 2013 

OIC issued CR 101 (Preproposal 
Statement of Inquiry), which announced 
intention to issues rules on issuers’ health 
plan network adequacy requirements.  
The rules are effective for health plan 
networks on and after January 1, 2015. 

 

October 20, 2013 
OIC response date for interested parties 
to submit comments on CR 101 

AIHC submitted 10/20/13 letter to OIC on 
behalf of Washington’s Tribes and urban 
Indian health programs outlining AI/AN and 
Indian health care provider provisions that 
should be included in OIC network adequacy 
rules. 

October 22, 2013 
OIC held provider network “stakeholder” 
meeting. 

AIHC consulting staff attended the OIC 
Olympia WA stakeholder meeting. 

November 7, 2013  
AIHC submitted 11/7/13 letter to WHBE 
requesting they support AIHC’s proposed 
network adequacy rule changes. 

                                                             
1 Source:  OIC’s February 11, 2014, power-point presentation titled “Provider Networks in Qualified Health Plans”. 
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Office of Insurance Commissioner 
Wave 1 Network Adequacy Rule Making Schedule & Related Activities 

Date OIC Rule Action AIHC Action 

November 14, 2013  

AIHC submitted 11/14/13 letter to OIC on 
behalf of Washington’s Tribes and urban 
Indian health programs for a consultation on 
OIC’s forthcoming network adequacy rules. 

November 26, 2013 
OIC responded to AIHC’s consultation 
letter. OIC staff began work with AIHC for 
the Tribal consultation. 

AIHC began work with OIC to hold Tribal 
consultation. 

December 4, 2013 

OIC issued first Exposure Draft rules to 
interested parties.  The draft was 
intended to solicit initial comments on 
OIC’s  preliminary draft rules 

 

December 20, 2013 
OIC submittal date for interested parties 
to comment on the 12/4/13 Exposure 
Draft rules. 

AIHC submitted a 1/3/14 letter to OIC with 
proposed revisions to the Exposure Draft rules, 
including requirements that the rules include 
Indian Health Care Improvement Act 
requirements and usage of a WA Indian Health 
Care Provider Addendum. 

January 8, 2014 

OIC held Tribal consultation with 
Washington’s Tribes, urban Indian health 
programs, and AIHC and NWPAIHB staff.   
Consultation included discussion of AIHC 
proposed revisions to the 12/4/13 
Exposure Draft rules and the 
development of a new OIC Tribal 
Consultation policy. 

AIHC staff met with OIC staff on January 6, 
2014, for a consultation pre-meeting.  AIHC’s 
Chair co-facilitated the consultation meeting 
with Commissioner Kreilder. 

January 17, 2014  

AIHC submitted 1/17/14 consultation follow-
up letter, which included revisions to the 
Exposure Draft rules that were discussed at 
the Tribal consultation. 

February 3, 2014 

OIC participated on a 2/3/14 conference 
call with the AIHC Executive Committee 
to review the AIHC proposed network 
adequacy rule changes that were 
submitted in the AIHC’s 1/17/14 letter. 

AIHC Executive Committee held a conference 
call with OIC staff to review AIHC’s proposed 
revisions to the Exposure Draft rules.   AIHC 
sent a follow-up e-mail outlining why the OIC 
should adopt the AIHC proposed revisions. 

February 13, 2014  

At the AIHC bi-monthly meeting, AIHC 
Executive Committee will review the AIHC 
proposed rule changes with delegates.   Letter 
will  also be sent to Tribal Leaders, urban Indian 
health program administrations, and NPAIHB. 

February 14, 2014 

OIC will issue second Exposure Draft 
based on input from Tribes, issuers, and 
other interested parties.  These will be 
“Wave 1” rules for CY 2015. 

 

February 21, 2014 
Stakeholder comments due on OIC 
second Exposure Draft network adequacy 
rules. 

AIHC submitted 2/21/14 letter requesting 
revisions to the second Exposure Draft.  
Requested changes were those changes 
requested by the AIHC for the first draft that 
were not adopted in the second draft. 
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Office of Insurance Commissioner 
Wave 1 Network Adequacy Rule Making Schedule & Related Activities 

Date OIC Rule Action AIHC Action 

March 19, 2014 

OIC issued CR 102 formal draft network 
adequacy rules.  These rules are proposed 
rules subject to final comments from 
interested parties. 

 

April  21, 2014 

CR 102 rule issuance specified that 
written comments on the proposed 
network adequacy rules are due OIC by 
April  21, 2014.  Written comments should 
be sent to: 
 

Name: Kate Reynolds 

Address: PO Box 40258 

Olympia, WA 98504-0258 
e-mail rulescoordinator@oic.wa.gov 

Fax: 360-586-3109  
 

AIHC submitted 4/10/14 letter requesting 
revisions to CR 102 draft network adequacy 
rules.    AIHC Executive Committee sent Tribal 
leaders, heath directors and urban Indian 
health programs letter requesting they the 
submit comments on the CR 102 rules and 
consider attending the 4/22/14 public hearing. 

April  21, 2014  

AIHC Contract Team held a conference call 
with OIC staff to review the AIHC proposed 
changes that were requested in the AIHC 
4/10/14 letter.   Also discussed request that 
IHCIA Sec 206 payment provisions be included 
in the rules.  The OIC agreed to a follow-up 
meeting with the AIHC Executive Committee 
after the formal rules are issued. 

April  22, 2014 

CR 102 rule issuance specified that the 
public hearing on the rule issuance will be 
held on April 22, 2014, at 9:00am.  The 
hearing will be held at: 
 

Office of the Insurance Commissioner 
Training Room (TR-120) 

5000 Capitol Blvd SE 

Tumwater, WA 
 

 

April  23, 2014 
CR 102 stated that the intended adoption 
date for the network adequacy rules will 
be April  23, 2014. 

 

April  28, 2015 
OIC issued CR 103 final network adequacy 
rules and CR 103 Concise Explanation 
Statement document. 

 

 
 


