
Sunday, November 8, 2020 
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

RINGING OF BELL AND PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the 
light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN Blessed Assurance 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PSALM 70 
Psalm 70 is a prayer for help. 

1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me. 

2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me  
turn back because of their shame. 

4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 
 let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!” 
5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 

You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.  

READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to 
eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, 
living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ. 

A reading from 1st Thessalonians. 

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to 
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no 
means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When 
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there 
was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got 
up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to 
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the 
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do 
not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 



The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE 

HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are 
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this 
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore 
unable to financially give; while others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found 
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole 
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; 
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

:  

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


COMMUNION 

With repentant hearts, we believe through this meal Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. 
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished the Spirit sends us forth in service and to proclaim the good 

news of Christ’s love to the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 
of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

SENDING 
Whether gathered in this place or in your home, go in peace and share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.   
Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you 

to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or 
outdoors (weather dependent). Blessings to you as you shine 

forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and 

praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ! 

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or 
interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at 

319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org). 

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates, 
please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula 

Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net). 

 

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the 

upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join 
at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, contact 

Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be 
forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday August 9 is Matthew 14:22-33. 

Thanks! 
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