
Matthew 25:31-46 (NRSV) 

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his sub-
jects to see how he is treated: what is done for the least of 
those who belong to his family is truly done for him.  

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man 
comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gath-
ered before him, and he will separate people one from an-
other as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the 
goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his 
right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, in-
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was 
in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will an-
swer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 
you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just 
as you did it to one of the least of these who are members 
of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those 
at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his an-
gels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give 
me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 
or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to 
one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And 
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the right-
eous into eternal life.”  

Matthew 25:31-46 (The Message) 

31-33 “When he finally arrives, blazing in beauty and all his 
angels with him, the Son of Man will take his place on his 
glorious throne. Then all the nations will be arranged be-
fore him and he will sort the people out, much as a shep-
herd sorts out sheep and goats, putting sheep to his right 
and goats to his left. 

34-36 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Enter, you 
who are blessed by my Father! Take what’s coming to you 
in this kingdom. It’s been ready for you since the world’s 
foundation. And here’s why: 

37-40 “Then those ‘sheep’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are 
you talking about? When did we ever see you hungry and 
feed you, thirsty and give you a drink? And when did we 
ever see you sick or in prison and come to you?’ Then the 
King will say, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you 
did one of these things to someone overlooked or ignored, 
that was me—you did it to me.’ 

41-43 “Then he will turn to the ‘goats,’ the ones on his left, 
and say, ‘Get out, worthless goats! You’re good for nothing 
but the fires of hell. And why? Because— 

44 “Then those ‘goats’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are 
you talking about? When did we ever see you hungry or 
thirsty or homeless or shivering or sick or in prison and did-
n’t help?’ 

45 “He will answer them, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: 
Whenever you failed to do one of these things to someone 
who was being overlooked or ignored, that was me—you 
failed to do it to me.’ 

46 “Then those ‘goats’ will be herded to their eternal doom, 
but the ‘sheep’ to their eternal reward.” 

 

I was hungry and you fed me, 
I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, 
I was homeless and you gave me a room, 
I was shivering and you gave me clothes, 
I was sick and you stopped to visit, 
I was in prison and you came to me.’ 

I was hungry and you gave me no meal, 
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 
I was homeless and you gave me no bed, 
I was shivering and you gave me no clothes, 
Sick and in prison, and you never visited.’ 
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