
October 25, 2020 - Reformation Sunday 
Celebration and Thanksgiving for 125 Years  

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

RINGING OF BELL AND PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour 
out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort 
them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your 
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 



 
 
 
 
 

PSALM 46 
Psalm 46 is a trust psalm. 

1God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3though its waters rage and foam, 
 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
 God shall help it at the break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
 God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
 what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

READING: Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No 
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace 
that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

A reading from Romans. 
 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being 
will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge 
of sin. 

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law 
and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward 
as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the 
one who has faith in Jesus. 

27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law 
of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL READING: John 8:31-36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth 
that sets people free from sin. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

31Jesus said to the Judeans who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We 
are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 
‘You will be made free’?” 

34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave 
does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE            

HYMN Now Thank We All Our God (See next page) 



 

ANNIVERSARY PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING 

A reading from 1 Peter 2:1-9. 

1Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. 2Like newborn 
infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation — 3if indeed you 
have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet 
chosen and precious in God's sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

6For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame."  7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for 
those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the 
corner," 8and "A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble 
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Let us pray. 
O God, you have promised through your Son to be with your church forever. We give thanks to you 
for the members and ministry of this congregation: for those who had the vision to begin this 
congregation, the saints who have gone before us, those who sustain its present ministry, and those 
who will carry its mission forward into the future. Increase in us the spirit of faith and love, and make 
our fellowship an example of all believers and to all nations. Whether in word or deed, help us to do 
everything in the name of our Lord Jesus, giving thanks and praise to you always!  
Amen. 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are 
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this 
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore 
unable to financially give; while others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found 
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

SENDING 
Whether gathered in this place or in your home, go in peace and share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you 
to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or 

outdoors (weather dependent). Blessings to you as you shine 

forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and 

praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ! 

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or 

interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at 

319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org). 

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates, 

please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula 
Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net). 
 

Linda Black is in the process of planning the church’s lector rotation for the 
next calendar year. The services will be online and inside for the time being, 

and she is wondering if anyone new would like to join our group. There are a 
total of 4 people in the sanctuary during this time. Any high school student 

volunteering for this task could receive Silver Cord hours. Thanks for 

considering this! Contact Linda if interested (lblack@lcom.net). 

mailto:pastor@wbbethany.org
mailto:blcsecretary@lcom.net


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.   
Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). 

We will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion next week, the 

first Sunday of the month. If the weather will not allow us to be 

outdoors or you worship at home, please contact the church at (319) 
643-5998 to make arrangements to pick up a small prepackaged cup 

of grape juice and a wafer or to have one delivered to you. 
 

Additionally, if you would prefer to celebrate this sacrament in the 
nave around the altar please contact Pastor Chad. This will include a 

short order of worship in which only one family at a time will be in 

attendance. 

The people of God at Bethany have gathered for 125 years, as the body of 

Christ, to give thanks and praise to God. Week after week, month after 
month, year after year the Lord has been good to us. It was on October 

29, 1895 that a group of Danish immigrants with a deep Christian faith 
and love of Christ and the church, under the guidance of Missionary N.P. 

Olsen, officially organized this congregation. At the time, it was called the 
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church until the name was changed to 

Bethany in the 1930s. We give thanks for our sisters and brothers who 
have gone before us: those faithful Danish immigrants who sowed the 

first seed and all the beloved saints of Christ who have come after. We 
give thanks for each of you and we look forward to the future and how the 

Spirit will continue to use us to do God’s work. 
 

A celebration was planned for today; however as a result of the pandemic 

those events have been postponed until October 24, 2021. Newly installed 

Bishop Amy Current will be with us that day. 


