
Dear friends at Bethany Lutheran Church in West Branch, 
 

It seems a lifetime ago since I had the lovely opportunity to preach and worship with you 
in person! Indeed, it was many lifetimes ago. Pandemic times have led me to make the difficult 
decision to not preach at Bethany this Sunday, as Pastor Whaley and I had previously arranged. 
Johnson County remains a hotspot for the coronavirus outbreak, and I did not want to risk 
infecting any of you by being with you physically. 
 

However, I am glad to give you an update on Lutheran Campus Ministry, which still 
continues to be a vibrant worshiping community on the campus of the University of Iowa. Before 
most events and places shut down in March, our community had the wonderful experience of 
worshiping together for the last time in our former house (109 East Market St), which has been 
bought by the university. The last Thursday before Spring break, 35 of us crammed into a tiny 
upper room and sang Holden Evening Prayer together. How our hearts today yearn to cram 
together with anyone and sing anything….After that, classes went online and student 
organizations were prohibited from holding in-person events. Most of my students went home. 
In the in-between months, we met virtually, which most of you by now know has pluses and 
minuses. 
 

The University allowed in-person gatherings for campus ministries two weeks ago, so 
LCM gathered together (socially-distanced, wearing masks) for worship. We use a service of the 
word (no communion) with no singing, so this was difficult to adapt to. Also there was no 
communal meal beforehand; students were invited to help themselves to snacks provided by 
supporting congregations or bring their own packed meal. Congregations have been providing 
individually wrapped snacks such as--frozen dinners, individual mac and cheese, soup, frozen 
breakfast sandwiches and such. The students are so grateful. 

 
We will continue in this way, unless the University informs us campus ministries can no 

longer worship in-person. The students are resilient, but struggling from the same heaviness 
and weariness that the rest of us do...a longing to see a whole face, a yearning for hugging, for 
singing, for meals together. Students are learning to be adaptive and patient, even as their 
vocational paths change every day. 

 
We give you thanks, friends at Bethany, for your unfailing support of LCM. Please keep 

this ministry in your prayers and, if you are able, support us financially. We are finding that 
congregational giving is down, as congregational offerings are decreasing. Nonetheless, we 
rejoice in your presence in this world, and we look forward to the day when these greetings can 
be brought to you in the flesh. In the meantime, may the Spirit of God surround you, that you 
might know the unfailing love and grace of a God who abides in these pandemic times and 
always. 

 
Peace be with you, 
Pastor Sarah Goettsch and the students of Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University 

of Iowa 


