
• Peter Confession “Son of living God. Messiah. Christ.” – Last week gospel 

just before today’s reading 

o Peter the rock, will lead Christ’s church 

o Peter finally has it figured out so it seems 

• Then arrive at today’s passage 

o Jesus begin to show that he must go to Jerusalem, suffer, die and be 

raised 

o Peter in his love for Jesus, in his human mind of what a real messiah 

looks and acts like, pleads with Jesus “no” 

▪ Can’t go, what good will that do for me, us, anyone 

▪ Say it isn’t so Jesus 

o Peter can’t yet see the way of the cross 

o Can’t yet see divine things 

• Often referred to as Jesus’ rebuke of Peter 

o Maybe so 

o Also, could be an invitation 

▪ To follow 

▪ Ch.4 

• Jesus to Peter and Andrew “Follow me and I will make 

you fisher of people. 

• Just verses later James and John too follow 

▪ Ch. 9  

• Matthew the tax-collector 

• Follow me 

• Invitation to follow is central to who we are as people of God, disciples of 

Christ 

 

• Echoes of Jesus temptation in wilderness following baptism and just before 

calling first disciples 

o Satan tempts Jesus to set his mind on human things, not divine 

o Use his power to satisfy his own wants and desires 

o Jesus has none of it 

▪ Tells his tempter, “Away with you Satan” 

▪  



• Notice what Jesus says to Peter 

o Not, “Away with you” but “Get behind me” 

o An invitation  

▪ To follow 

• New way of life 

• Relationship with Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

• Kingdom of heaven breaking in 

• Love like none other 

• Following seems so simple 

o Follow the leader 

▪ Taking eyes off, derails everything 

▪ Attention span limited 

• Even now attention span limited 

o I take my eyes off 

o Set my sights on human things 

▪ Things I think bring me life but ultimately don’t 

▪ Money 

▪ Comfort 

▪ Safety 

▪ Own wants 

▪ Fail to go where Jesus would lead me 

o Thankfully Jesus offers invitation 

▪ Get behind me yet again 

▪ Follow me 

▪ Jesus is the answer 

• Pastor Jessie Obrecht (ELCA World Hunger Sermon Starters) 

o One confirmation student always answered with “Jesus” 

▪ How many books of the Bible are there? 

▪ What do we learn from this passage we just read? 

▪ Who was the beloved disciple? 

o Somewhat amusing for the first week or two but then quickly 

became annonying 

▪ Pulled student aside and said needed to change, disrupting 

class 



o Yet, it still went on 

▪ Decided to lead a class discussion about who Jesus is and could 

only respond with one word, which could not be Jesus 

▪ Of course, young man answered “Jesus” 

▪ Peers have none of it 

• Told him to stop and answer the question of “who Jesus 

is?” 

o Boy frustrated, paused 

o Responded, “Love. Jesus is love.” 

o His answers for the next few weeks were now just 

“love” 

• Jesus journey to Jerusalem is one marked by love 

o For the sake of the world 

o For you, me and all people God so loved 

o Jesus eyes are set on divine things. Reconciliation. Salvation. 

Returning to a right relationship with God. Life found in him. 

Freedom from sin that binds us. 

▪ Yet, eyes also set on human things. 

• Sees humanities pain 

• Sees creations groaning 

• Sees our brokenness 

• Sees temptation that veers us off course 

• Sees our desire to save ourselves 

• Sees all that separates us from God and from one 

another 

▪ Jesus sees God’s way of salvation is drastically different than 

the world’s way 

▪ God’s way of leadership different 

o Jesus will give up everything he has to reveal who he is. Love. 

• What Paul is getting out in Romans.  

o To be a follow of Christ. To get behind him. To set our sights on 

divine things. 

o Even amidst struggles. Suffering that comes with human brokenness. 

Ups and downs of life. 



o Way of cross is way of love. Way of cross is way more than just a 

confession but it is a way of love that leads us to traverse with Jesus 

in a way that sees the suffering of our neighbor. Sees the plight of 

another brother and sister. 

o Way of cross is lived out in: 

▪ Genuine love. 

▪ Hold fast to what is good. 

▪ Love one another with mutual affection. 

▪ Serve the Lord. 

▪ Rejoice in hope.  

▪ Be patient in suffering, preserve in prayer. 

▪ Contribute to the needs of the saints. 

▪ Extend hospitality to strangers. 

▪ Rejoice with those who rejoice 

▪ Weep with those who weep 

▪ Do not be haughty. 

▪ Don’t repay evil with evil. 

▪ Feed your enemies if they are hungry 

▪ Give them something to drink. 

▪ Overcome evil with good. 

• It’s not been easy last 5 months 

o Many are suffering, you may be suffering 

▪ Lost job 

▪ Loved one with COVID 

▪ Anxiety 

▪ Isolation 

▪ Storm damage 

o We will experience these in life 

▪ Yet, to follow Jesus says amidst all of this the way of the cross 

calls us to journey with Jesus. To love our neighbor. To come to 

the aid of our neighbor. 

• Spoil my newsletter article coming out tomorrow 

o We experienced a storm like no other nearly 3 weeks ago 

o Many of our neighbors are still recovering 

o Council meeting was to be that very Monday 



▪ Obviously without power and having meeting via Zoom made 

that impossible 

▪ Following Monday asked each person where they have found 

joy at recently 

• Nearly everyone responded found joy in helping a 

neighbor, loved one, someone they didn’t even know in 

helping clean up debris 

• Gave of themselves and found life amidst this tragedy 

• Stood with another 

• Saw with divine eyes 

o Human suffering 

o Another brother or sister in need 

o Way of the cross 

o New relationships in some cases formed 

• Getting behind Jesus 

o Answering the divine invitation of grace 

o Picking up our crosses and journeying with him to meet the world’s 

suffering 

o Not always easy 

o Remember, the final words Jesus says to the disciples in Matthew is 

the promise that accompanies our following him, “Remember 

always, I am with you to the end of the age.” 


