
Sunday, July 12, 2020 
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Those gathered in their homes are invited to respond with the bold printed words  
and sing the hymns. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray.  
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to 
receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
PSALM 65:9-13 
Psalm 65 is a hymn of praise and thanksgiving. 

9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;  
 the river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
 with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
11You crown the year with your goodness, 
 and your paths overflow with plenty. 
12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
 and the hills be clothed with joy. 
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; 
 let them shout for joy and sing.  

READING: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law 
was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers 
proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

A reading from Romans. 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the 
law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; 
it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the 
good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why 
this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he 
told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where 
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when 
the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought 
forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown 
on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As 
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this 
is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE      

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are 
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this 
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore 
unable to financially give; while, others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found 
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with the 
gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the 
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you 
to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook. Blessings 

to you as you shine forth the light of Christ in the world this 
week! Thanks, and praise to God for everything you do in the 

name of Jesus Christ! 

Earlier, a tentative date of July 19 was designated by the 

council to gather in-person for an outdoor worship service 

at 9:30 AM. The council will meet tomorrow night and 
determine whether to move forward with this opportunity. 

Please check our website (www.wbbethany.org) and 
Facebook page for updates. An email will also be sent to the 

congregation providing information and precautionary 
measures that will be in place. We will continue with an 

online worship service even when in-person services begin 
again. If you are not on our email list and would like to be, 

please forward your information to our Administrative 

Assistant Paula Casper at blcsecretary@lcom.net 

http://www.wbbethany.org/
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Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). 

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the 

upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so 

join at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, 
contact Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom 

invitation will be forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday July 19 
is Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43. Thanks! 
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