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Matthew 10:24-39 

June 21, 2020 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ! Amen. 

 

Jesus says so much today. It is a tough passage just as so many are. Things we do 
not really want to hear about being a disciple of Christ. Amidst reading and 
rereading Jesus’ words to his disciples I was reminded of a sign hanging just feet 
from my desk that reads: God didn’t promise days without pain, laughter without 
sorrow, nor sun without rain, but he did promise strength for the day, comfort for 
the tears and light for the way. 
 

Jesus’ words are set within what is oft referred to as his “missionary” discourse to 

his disciples. Recall last week, he sent the twelve out to “to drive out impure 

spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.” (Matthew 10:1 NIV) This is the 

same work Jesus has been doing and he grants his disciples authority to carry on 

his mission to proclaim and reveal the kingdom has come near. 

 

Yet, he cautions them it will not be easy ministry they are called to partner with 

him in. They will be met with resistance. He instructs them to go out with almost 

next to nothing in way of supplies. At one point he even states, “I am sending you 

out like sheep among wolves.” (10:16 NIV)  

 

It does not get any easier as he continues in today’s passage indicating life in him 

may indeed cause turmoil within one’s own family stating he has not come to 

bring peace but a sword that may very well “set a man against his father, a 

daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law” (10:35 

NRSV) and also result in “one’s foes” becoming “members of one’s own 

household.” (10:36) 

 

Jesus does not mix words or sugar coat the potential cost and sacrifice of 

following him. Yet, amidst these difficult words there is great joy, sacred 

assurance, and a reminder of who the disciples are – they are God’s.  
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First and fore most their identity is rooted in the God whose eyes are even upon 

the sparrows of the air sold in the market for next to nothing. God’s eyes are 

upon the sparrow, a bird deemed insignificant, a threat to crops and often viewed 

as a pest rather than something to behold and treasure. 

 

Jesus reminds his disciples not one sparrow will fall to the ground with God 

knowing it. They are significant in God’s eyes and if they have value, Jesus says, 

just think of how much more value you have in the eyes of the one who even 

knows the number of hairs on your head. Every single one, even the gray ones are 

important to God. God’s eyes are upon the sparrow and God’s eyes are upon you. 

 

Their strength and security for the journey as Jesus’ disciples is found not in 

material objects or wealth. Not in familial lineage. But rather because they are 

joined to him. He knows them. God knows them. We hear echoes of Psalm 139 in 

which King David writes, “O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You 

know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far 

away.” (v.1,2 NRSV) Jesus did not promise days without pain, laughter without 

sorrow, nor sun without rain but he did promise these disciples they were 

valuable to God. God would watch over them in their coming and going. God 

would be their strength and the source of all comfort as they journeyed. 

 

I came across a gospel song this week I do not recall hearing before, aptly titled 

“His Eye is on the Sparrow” written by Civilla Durfee Martin (1866-1948) and set 

to music by Charles Gabriel.i The last stanza and refrain state: 

 

 Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise, 
 When songs give place to sighing, when hope within me dies, 
 I draw the closer to Him, from care He sets me free; 
 His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 
 His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 
 
 I sing because I'm happy, 
 I sing because I'm free, 
 For His eye is on the sparrow, 
 And I know He watches me. 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/whenever
https://www.definitions.net/definition/songs
https://www.definitions.net/definition/place
https://www.definitions.net/definition/within
https://www.definitions.net/definition/closer
https://www.definitions.net/definition/watches
https://www.definitions.net/definition/watches
https://www.definitions.net/definition/because
https://www.definitions.net/definition/because
https://www.definitions.net/definition/watches
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Mrs. Martin, on the origin of the lyrics, states: 

 

“Early in the spring of 1905, my husband and I were sojourning in Elmira, 

New York. We contracted a deep friendship for a couple by the name of Mr. 

and Mrs. Doolittle, true saints of God. Mrs. Doolittle had been bedridden 

for nigh twenty years. Her husband was an incurable cripple who had to 

propel to and from his business in a wheelchair. Despite their afflictions, 

they lived happy Christian lives, bringing inspiration and comfort to all who 

knew them. One day while we were visiting with the Doolittles, my 

husband commented on their bright hopefulness and asked them for the 

secret of it. Mrs. Doolittle’s reply was simple: ‘His eye is on the sparrow, 

and I know he watches me.’ The beauty of this simple expression of 

boundless faith gripped the hearts and fired the imagination of Dr. Martin 

and me. The hymn, “His Eye is on the Sparrow” was the outcome of the of 

that experience.” The next day she mailed the poem to Charles Gabriel, 

who supplied the music.ii 

 

Martin Luther too often found himself in tumultuous times and is noted as saying 

to himself repeatedly, “I am baptized, I am baptized, I am baptized.” A reminder 

of his identity that the Apostle Paul repeats to the church in Rome. As a result of 

the grace we have received in Jesus. Of being baptized into his death and into his 

resurrection, we need not fear death. We need not fear anything that comes our 

way because we are already assured of the promised inheritance of new life in 

Christ.  

 

We have work to do, people of God. The same work Jesus did. The same work he 

called his disciples to. The same work our baptismal vocation calls us to through 

the word of God we hear at the font as we are baptized into Christ Jesus: 

 

 To live among God’s faithful people 

 To hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper 

 To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed 

 To serve all people, following the example of Jesus 

 To strive for justice and peace in all the earthiii 
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This is not easy work. Our calling to take up our crosses and follow Jesus, cross 

boundaries into places we may not wish to go, stand with the marginalized and 

oppressed, welcome the stranger as Jesus did, eat with the outcast, be part of a 

new family that may even include the one we deem foe, does come with peril. 

Yet, through it all we do it knowing, God’s eye is upon the sparrow and we know 

he watches over us. We do it knowing we are baptized. We are his. We are set 

free from sin and death. They have no power over us. We have new life in Christ. 

Free to live among God’s faithful people. Free to hear the word of God. Free to 

proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed. Free to serve all 

people. Free to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.  

 

Do not fear, Jesus says three times to his disciples. Do not fear, he says to us. Do 

not fear, because God is with you. Do not fear, because God loves you. Do not 

fear, because God knows you and you are valuable in his eyes. Value rooted in the 

Creator for all humankind. Every person. Every hair on our heads. God’s eye is 

upon the sparrow and we know he watches over us. Over all people. Amen. 
 

i C D Martin, Charles Hutchison Gabriel; His Eye Is On The Sparrow lyrics © Warner Chappell Music, Inc., BMG 
Rights Management. 
ii Civilia Martin; https://johntroutman.com/lyrics/hiseyeisonthesparrow.html 
iii Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Published by Augsburg 
Fortress.  

https://johntroutman.com/lyrics/hiseyeisonthesparrow.html

