
Sunday, May 31, 2020 
Pentecost Sunday 

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law 
on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s 
presence within and among us. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Those gathered in their homes are invited to respond with the bold printed words  
and sing the hymns. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray.  
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. 
Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all 
times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

HYMN O Holy Spirit, Enter In (See next page) 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
PSALM 104:24-34, 35b 
Psalm 104 is a hymn of praise and creation psalm. 

24How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
 In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 
 living things both small and great. 
26There go the ships to and fro, 
 and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
27All of them look to you 
 to give them their food in due season. 
28You give it to them; they gather it; 
 you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
 when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 
 and so you renew the face of the earth. 
31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
 O LORD, rejoice in all your works. 
32You look at the earth and it trembles; 
 you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will praise my God while I have my being. 
34May these words of mine please God. 
 I will rejoice in the LORD. 
35bBless the LORD, O my soul. 
 Hallelujah!  

READING: Acts 2:1-21 
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the 
Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people 
assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the 
power of Christ’s resurrection. 

A reading from Acts. 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds 
of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But 
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon 
all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I 
will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and 
signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL READING: John 7:37-39 
Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as living water, quenching the thirst of all who come to him and filling 
the hearts of believers until they overflow. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

37On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, "Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has 
said, 'Out of the believer's heart shall flow rivers of living water.'" 39Now he said this about the Spirit, 
which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE 

HYMN O Day Full of Grace  

The recording of this hymn was done so by the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians (ALCM). 
Over 900 participants assisted in making this possible. The words of the hymn are included in the 
video. For more information on the story of this project refer to the web address found in the copyright 
acknowledgements on the second to last page of this bulletin. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and 
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal 
care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 



During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are 
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this 
time some may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore unable to financially give; while, others 
may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). 
Thank you! 

REMBEMBRANCE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
During this time of being physically distant we remember God’s love and forgiveness are not rooted in 
our actions and abilities. They are firmly planted in God’s action through the Holy Spirit. In the past, 
when we gathered in this place, we heard the words “body of Christ given for you” and “blood of 
Christ shed for you.”  

Those words are as true today as they were March 15 when we last gathered in this space to 
celebrate our Lord’s Supper. God’s love and forgiveness come to us through Word and Sacrament. 
During this time of exile from our church building, as we fast from the sacraments, help us to trust that 
the Word of God truly does what it says: “love and forgive.” Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727. 
O Day Full of Grace (ELW 627); Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. https://alcm.org/virtual-hymn/ 
Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV 

http://www.wbbethany.org/
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Virtual Fellowship:  Join us for a time of fellowship following today’s worship at 10:30 and 
throughout June via Zoom. The information to participate is below. If you have any questions, please 
contact Anne Fetzer (Anne.R.Anderson@Pearson.com) or Dave Bahnsen (bahn1225@gmail.com). 
We hope to see you there. 
 

Time: 10:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 
        May 31, 2020 10:30 AM 

        Jun 7, 2020 10:30 AM 

        Jun 14, 2020 10:30 AM 

        Jun 21, 2020 10:30 AM 

        Jun 28, 2020 10:30 AM 

  
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71360729699?pwd=aU9kTWgwWWRZa3pydmxLcmxyZkxydz09 

  
Meeting ID: 713 6072 9699 

  
Password: 5jpgmN 
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