
Sunday, April 19, 2020 
Second Sunday of Easer 

WELCOME 

Those gathered in their homes are invited to respond with the bold printed words  
and sing the hymns. 

Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. 
Sin and death have no power over us. 
Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may 
we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

PSALM 16 
Psalm 16 is a trust psalm in which the psalmist declares faith in the Lord. 

1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
 I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
 upon those who are noble among the people. 
3But those who run after other gods 
 shall have their troubles multiplied. 
4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
 never take their names upon my lips.  
5O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
 it is you who uphold my lot. 
6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
 indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
7I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
 my heart teaches me night after night. 
8I have set the LORD always before me; 
 because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
 my body also shall rest in hope. 
10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
 nor let your holy one see the pit. 
11You will show me the path of life; 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy,  
 and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of 
their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s 
resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings. 

A reading from 1st Peter. 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In 
this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the 
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you 
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 
rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GOSPEL READING: John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the 
Lord. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.” 

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will 
not believe.” 

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.” 

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE 



HYMN Chris Is Risen! Alleluia! 

 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and 
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

God of life, amidst the challenges of social distancing, help your church in its ongoing mission to be 
agents of the resurrection through, even utilizing alternative means, which may open new possibilities 
and opportunities to proclaim the good news. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



God of life, storms of all types rage around us. This past week, we have witnessed storms of 
destruction result in loss of life, injuries, and left many searching for shelter in an already difficult time. 
Draw near to all affected by recent tornadoes and devastating spring storms. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of life, equip the world with eyes to see beautiful blossoms of hope, optimism, and resurrection 
amidst the darkness of this pandemic. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of life, drape upon the world your cloak of compassion, unconditional love, and mercy. Be with 
cope with the burden of mental strain. We give thanks for counselors, psychologists, pharmacists, 
social workers and technology that help us connect and converse. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of life, we give thanks for the saints who have died in faith. Keep us steadfast in the assurance 
that nothing, not a virus, not even death, can separate us from your love and the heavenly banquet 
that is to come where we will see you face to face and be reunited with the great chorus of witnesses 
who have died in faith. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal 
care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are 
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this 
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore 
unable to financially give; while, others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found 
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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