
 

February 3, 2019 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ! Amen. 
 
 For the last two weeks we have listened to the Apostle Paul’s message to 

the young church in Corinth in the 12th chapter of his letter to the Corinthians. We 

heard about spiritual gifts that divided them as each sought to claim superiority 

over the other because their spiritual gift was far greater than that of their 

brother or sister. Last week we heard Paul counter their division and differences 

by reminding them of their unity through their baptism into the body of Jesus 

Christ, their Lord in which each of them is of equal importance and value. No one 

gift is superior to the other.  

 Paul concluded this chapter by noting that while united in Christ and 

connected to one another through Him, God has indeed anointed each member 

of that body with special and unique gifts as he reminded them some would be 

apostles, prophets, teachers, healers, leaders and the like each working to 

complement the other and be the body of Christ in the world. But then he 

challenges the young church to “strive for the greater gifts” and concludes the 

chapter by saying, “I will show you a still more excellent way.” 

 I imagine this cut two ways with the congregation as they heard this letter 

read to them. I imagine some heard this message as law. After all, some had what 

were deemed remarkable spiritual gifts and it seems they may have flaunted it 

over those who gifts may not have, on the surface, seemed quite as significant. I 

suspect some had used their gifts of prophecy, speaking in tongues, or healing to 

climb the ladder of the church hierarchy and were doing quite well for themselves 

while others suffered and struggled. They were able to steer the church where 

they felt it needed to go – satisfy their agendas and their wants while others may 

have had little to no say. I imagine they may have heard these words of Paul and 

wondered to themselves, “What? I have it all. What could be more?”  

 But I also imagine some heard this as wonderful news that brought hope. 

Try to picture yourself knocked down by the elite within the young congregation. 

Wondering if your gifts mattered. Wondering if your voice counted. And then Paul 



 

stays, wait just a minute. There is more. There something greater than even those 

who think they have it all. Continue to push forward. Continue to strive. Don’t 

give up yet. This church may seem fractured and broken but all is not lost. 

 And then Paul breaks into what is known as his love hymn. A beautiful, 

poetic, masterpiece in which Paul summarizes what the DNA of this body of Christ 

is. Love. I read this week a pastor decided to get into the Guinness Record Book 

by preaching the longest sermon in history. Well, he decided he wasn’t sure he 

had that much to say and probably also realized he may not have an audience 

that would stick around long enough to hear him preach it so he decided instead 

he would preach the shortest sermon in history. So, he thought about it long and 

hard and then the day came. He stood up and uttered one word – LOVE. 

 Love is the DNA of the Christian gospel. It is the DNA of who God is. Recall 

these well-known passages 

• For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son – John 3:16 

• Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 

God, for God is love. – 1 John 4:7-8 

It seems the Corinthian church may have lost its way. As is the case, things had 

gotten in the way. Human wants and desires. Pride. Arrogance. Jealousy. Envy. 

Greed. In a word – SIN. This all threatened to tear the young church in two and 

Paul gently pulls them back to the very heart of who they are. 

They are the body of Christ and Christ’s body was the embodiment of love. His 

body broken and bruised, poured out for all, that gave everything it had until its 

final breath all for the sake of the world – this is what love looks like. Without this 

love, they are nothing. All those spiritual gifts are meaningless without the love of 

Christ at the core of them. In some essence it’s as if Paul is saying they can do all 

these things but if they don’t have love for one another and the world they aren’t 

really being the church. 

What does this love look like? Good thing you asked because Paul summarizes 

Christ-like love in this manner. 

Love is patient. 
Love is kind. 



 

Love isn’t jealous. 
Love doesn’t brag. 
Love isn’t arrogant. 
Love isn’t rude. 
Love doesn’t seek its own advantage. 
Love isn’t irritable. 
Love doesn’t keep a record of complaints. 
Love isn’t happy with injustice. 
Love is happy with the truth. 
Love puts up with all things. 
Love trusts in all things. 
Love hopes for all things. 
Love endures all things. 
 

Love is lived out in the body of Christ through action. It isn’t simply a concrete 

noun but is rather a verb actively at work and alive in the church and in the world.  

I suspect if we each thought about it for a minute we could easily think of times 

and examples of when we saw love not at live within our congregation. Times 

when our own pride got in the way. Times when we weren’t patient with another 

brother or sister. Times when we sought to fulfill our own wants and desires or 

times when we were hurt by another’s words or made to feel inferior or simply 

talked to in a tone and manner that seemed far remove from the love Paul urges 

us to strive for. 

But I also suspect we can each point to examples of love being lived out in the 

church. A card received in the mail by another brother or sister in your greatest 

time of need. A casserole delivered to your door following a surgery. A warm 

embrace following the death of loved one. A compliment or word of 

encouragement that lifts our day. Or the love of forgiveness offered when we 

have hurt another. This is the love Paul urges us to continue to strive for. This is 

the love that Christ lavishes upon us in the form of grace, mercy and forgiveness 

when we act in ways that run counter to this type of love. A love that picks us up 

again and sends us forth free from any guilt of failing to extend that love and free 

to try yet again to be the beautiful and unique vessel of love God created us to be. 



 

Strive for love Paul reminds us. Because love, Christ-like love, has the power to 

move mountains. To change hearts. To bring life. To sprout forth healing and 

wholeness. Love that gives. Yes, love that even hurts and asks us to give up 

everything we cling to for life for the sake of another. 

Are we willing to strive for that? Really strive for that kind of love? To even give 

up a portion of our $65,000 sitting in the bank we cling to for security and safety 

or for a rainy day. That’s a challenging question to ponder; yet, I believe faith lived 

out in love pushes us to wrestle with questions such as this. What might this 

Christ-like love of God Paul urges us to strive for, live out, embody, inflesh, and be 

together in the world do and look like if we were to consider even a small portion 

of those gifts which, if we recall, aren’t ours to hold onto but rather are God’s to 

use for God’s will and God’s kingdom. How might your life have been touched by 

the monetary gifts of another. Christ-like love lived out in the world. Something 

for us to ponder in our life together as the body of Christ. 


