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Matthew 6:24-34 

February 26, 2017 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ! 

 

 It is such an honor to be present with all of you this morning and I extend 

greetings from your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ at Bethany Lutheran.  

This marks the 5th time since my arrival to West Branch I have had the 

opportunity to participate in this annual pulpit exchange and today I have 

completed the circuit as St. Bernadette’s was the only place I had yet been to.  I 

consider myself greatly blessed as not every pastor or priest gets that 

opportunity.  This pulpit exchange was something foreign to me upon my arrival 

and initially I had some reservations - fears, worries, and even doubts.  It’s not 

easy giving up control, becoming a bit vulnerable, and not knowing what another 

person might proclaim from the pulpit.  Further, it’s a bit intimidating going into 

another congregation.  I am grateful I didn’t let those initial reservations and fears 

have the final say; because, I would have missed out on so much such as the 

amazing opportunity to be church together.  To be the body of Christ and lift up 

our unity that comes through our Lord and Savior.  I would have missed out on 

new relationships.  I would have missed out on receiving God’s grace and Christ’s 

light through all of you and those other congregations I have visited.   
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 The dark shadow of fear is draped all over today’s gospel passage as Jesus 

continues his sermon on the mount, which he has been delivering for some time 

now to those first disciple’s he called to share in the mission God set before him 

in ushering forth the kingdom of God – right then and there before their very eyes 

and subsequently right here and right now before our very eyes as God’s kingdom 

continues to cut into the midst of a broken world in a variety of ways.  Jesus says 

that when two or three gather in his name, he is there among them so the 

kingdom is present now.  That kingdom springs forth when we continue in our 

efforts to feed the hungry in our community or clothe those who need it.  That 

kingdom shines forth when we speak out for those whose voices have been 

silenced.  That kingdom is made known when we seek reconciliation and extend 

the same forgiveness God first extends to us.  That kingdom is made known when 

we set aside fears and cross boundaries and worship together on this Sunday and 

any other time we work together and live into the fullness of Christ’s church. 

Jesus has done a pretty good job painting a portrait of just what that 

kingdom will be like.  He started out with those well-known beatitudes that 

revealed a kingdom in which God’s blessings fell not only on the religiously elite 

but also were abundantly poured out upon those whom needed them the most.  

Those who may have felt they stood outside of God’s grace.  Those who 
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desperately needed God’s justice in the face of persecution.  Those who mourn.  

Those who seek peace.  Jesus is preparing these disciples for what will come next.  

What they will see as he eats with the outcasts, welcomes sinners, and dares to 

cross boundaries, borders, and waters in an effort to encounter those deemed as 

others, outsiders, even enemies and reveal to them God’s kingdom of grace and 

love has no limits. 

 At points along the way in this sermon Jesus challenges those first disciples 

that it’s not going to be easy and even seemingly pushes the boundaries of the 

law given by Moses to their ancestors further than they could ever imagine.  He 

puts them on notice God’s kingdom will run counter to that of the world that, and 

as we heard last week, will call them to not only love their neighbors but also 

their enemies and to pray for those who persecute them.  And then today, Jesus 

calls them to not worry.  Do not fear he says about what you will eat or drink, 

about your body or what you will wear or even about tomorrow.  “But seek first 

the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be given you,” 

Jesus says. 

 I read the challenging aspects of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount remembering 

verses he uttered to his disciple’s back in Chapter 5, which our lectionary assigned 

to us several weeks ago.  Recall he said, “You are the salt of the earth and you are 
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the light of the world.”  I can only begin to imagine the fears those first disciples 

faced as they had left everything they knew behind.  How were they going to 

survive?  Where would they lay their head tonight?  Where would their next meal 

come from?  And there is no doubt Jesus knew those fears, worries, and even 

doubts they carried could ultimately get in the way of the work he had called 

them to do.  Kingdom work.  To be salt and light to the world.  To share in the 

mission of God.  To be vessels of God’s love, compassion, peace, justice, healing, 

and forgiveness.  To be agents of reconciliation and ultimately to proclaim the 

message that is foolishness to so many – that God has saved the world from the 

stain of sin through the death of God’s Son, God’s very self, on the cross and 

brought life forth from death in the miracle of the empty tomb on Easter Sunday. 

 Jesus has called these disciples to partner with him and he has called his 

church into that very same mission.  Be it Roman Catholic or Lutheran; United 

Methodist or Quaker; Presbyterian or Episcopalian the bottom line is that Jesus 

Christ unites us all commissioning us to be salt and light.  We are his disciples.  

That is a promise and we are a people bathed in the abundance of God’s 

promises.  Yet, even in the midst of basking in God’s grace fear still has a way of 

permeating the church and holding us back from fully living into the fullness of 

whom the Holy Spirit equips us to be.  Jesus is well aware of the worries, 
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concerns, doubts, and fears those first disciple’s had and this morning He is telling 

them to leave those fears behind, not to dwell on them, and instead cherish that 

which God desires to give them.  There is work to be done in the kingdom God is 

ushering in and their focus needs to be directed toward that common task and 

not sidetracked, limited, or abandoned all together by their fears.  It’s a message 

we still need to hear this day. 

How many times do we let fear get in the way of God’s mission?  In a 

homily a couple years ago, Pope Francis said fear, “is an attitude that harms us.  It 

weakens us, diminishes us, even paralyzes us.”i  Fear is a God-given emotion; 

however, when we as the church let fear take control it does exactly as Pope 

Francis states:  it weakens, diminishes, and paralyzes.  Fear separates us from God 

and from our neighbor.  Fear causes us to hunker down in the safe confines of the 

status quo.  Fear drives us to maintenance rather than to mission.  That is it turns 

us inward toward self-preservation rather than outward in being the salt and light 

Jesus calls us to be.  Salt and light that shines in the midst of darkness.  Salt and 

light that love our neighbors and dare to love and pray for our enemies.  Salt and 

light that feed the hungry, clothe the poor, visit the sick, and pursue justice and 

righteousness.  Salt and light that live together in the all-encompassing, amazingly 

abundant, unconditional and extravagant grace of God.  Salt and light that seek 
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first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and then with the faith entrusted 

to us by the Holy Spirit trust that our God will abundantly provide for our needs in 

doing kingdom work and proclaiming the good news that Jesus Christ is the Savior 

of the world. 

i Pope Francis, excerpted from http://aleteia.org/2015/05/15/pope-francis-fear-is-not-a-christian-attitude/ 

                                                           


