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Mark 3:20-35 

June 10, 2018 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ! Amen. 

 

 This past week I gathered with 9 of my colleagues for intense instruction 

and discussions pertaining the theme of growing as leaders in Christ’s church. 

From 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. we absorbed copious amounts of information; that, 

quite honestly, I am still overwhelmed from and trying to process. In a rare 

moment of free time our group gathered to look at the upcoming texts for this 

morning. Hoping for some understanding, wisdom and clarity I think we each left 

scratching our heads and puzzled yet about this challenging gospel story from 

Mark we just heard. Even ten seminary trained pastors could not come to 

agreement on fully interpreting this passage. We continued to get stumped on 

that saying from Jesus in verse 28 and 29, “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven 

for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes 

against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.” 

It’s these final few words that really created grounds for contemplation, angst, 

and perhaps even a bit of fear. What is this eternal sin, and can we too be guilty 

of it? When have we been like those scribes that gather around Jesus and fail to 

see that he is indeed the Son of God sent into the world to bring restoration, 
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wholeness, healing, forgiveness, and salvation? When have we questioned that he 

is still alive and working to continue in ushering in the kingdom of God? What 

blasphemies might we too have uttered against God? 

 We never did come to a consensus on all of this. It seemed to fit with the 

overall experience of the week as I departed Friday with that sense of so many of 

us still grasping to comprehend all we had thrown at us. That’s how faith can be 

so often; overwhelming, messy, and even leave us pondering what it is all about 

or struggling to see God’s activity in the world and in our very own lives. Yet, as I 

reflected more on the week and on this passage yesterday one story entered my 

mind from this past week. While much of the information is still jostling around in 

the deep recesses of my brain one story is very clear. One memory needs no 

explanation or further time to digest and comprehend and it gets to the very 

heart of this complex gospel passage we have this morning when we can all too 

easily get caught up in looking past good news and instead focus on things we 

often can’t fully understand and find ourselves traversing down a path and 

mindset of fear and uncertainty about the future. A mindset of scarcity and 

blindness to God’s ongoing work in the world, in our lives, in Christ’s church, and 

here at Bethany. A mindset that clouds our vision and diminishes our ability to see 

the heart of this passage. 
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 Onto that story I spoke of earlier. Four guest speakers joined our group to 

share their reflections on leadership. Two of those presenters were from Lutheran 

Services in Iowa (LSI), who is a partner of ours in ministry. In particular, they 

spoke to sharing the story of LSI. The story of how God, through LSI, is at work 

impacting and transforming lives. Saving lives. They shared a powerful video 

entitled “Sofia’s story.” ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mubq7UpbsPM) 

Ideally, it would be great if I could show you that now; however, as that isn’t 

possible, I will do my best to summarize it. I do want to point out I have placed a 

link to the video on our church website and Facebook page. Sofia is now a 12 

year-year old girl. Her story goes back to when she was 8 being thrust, out of 

necessity, into becoming the mother figure to her 4 younger siblings. At the time, 

they were living under the constant threat of fear in the household of their 

biological parents. Frequently, the group would find themselves huddled together 

in a room with one bed on the floor they shared as their mother was abused by 

their father until a point in time in which a judge ordered the kids to be in 

imminent danger and called for immediate removal of the children. Onto the 

scene came LSI. Mitch was the staff member who began the journey with these 

children as he worked to bring about security and safety. At the time there were 

no foster homes available with the ability to house all five children, so they were 
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split up between two sets of foster parents who did their best to provide times 

when the children could all get together until 111 days later Mitch, whom the 

children refer to as “Papa Mitch” found a home willing to take all 5. 649 days later 

they were adopted by that family and today those 5 children are flourishing. It’s a 

video that moved all of us in the room deeply and even to tears in some cases. 

 At the heart of the video is the story of God’s saving work to restore, 

redeem, heal, and overcome the forces of the world that divide and destroy. It’s 

the heart of who God is. So often the church so easily gets distracted about the 

heart of its mission in Christ by becoming mired in the muck of uncertainty, 

anxiety, and questions we simply don’t always have answers to. We find ourselves 

divided over proper interpretation of biblical texts and other things that 

ultimately prevent us from seeing the heart of who Jesus is and what he is up to. 

This is what the Scribes were failing to see and perhaps even his biological family 

as they tried to restrain him from his mission. 

 The crowds whom have steadily become larger and continue to follow 

Jesus sense it. They have witnessed his healings and encounters with demonic 

forces that bind humanity and create boundaries that separate and divide. They 

know Jesus has a power and authority they have not seen before and so they 

follow. Sensing he has the power to restore all that ails them. Smack dab in the 
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middle of this mornings passage is who Jesus is and what he has come to do. To 

bind the strongman, which is Satan. To overthrow his power in the world that 

thwarts God’s will and way of salvation which is much more than everlasting and 

eternal life at some point in the future. Jesus makes it explicitly clear that it meets 

humanity daily through the forgiveness he offers. The healing he extends 

physically and spiritually. The boundaries he erases and breaks down in restoring 

community and relationships. This will come to full expression in the redeeming 

work for the world through the cross and empty tomb of Easter. 

 This is the story Mark is getting at in this passage and throughout his 

gospel. Jesus is the true presence of God and is at work in eradicating the evil 

forces of the world. He is at alive and at work yet today, as in the story of Sofia 

and her sisters, in bringing about life and resurrection. It’s the story of God and 

it’s the story we are called to live into and make public proclamation of. Amen. 


