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John 11:32-44 

November 4, 2018 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ! Amen. 

 Today is All Saints day in the life of the church. Scholars and historians place 

the beginning of this feast day somewhere in the late 4th to early 5th century, 

which makes it nearly as old as Christmas, which began in the first half of the 4th 

century. Initially, this was a day to commemorate the martyrs but later came to 

include non-martyrs as well. From the infancy stage of the church we see the 

great importance of this feast day of remembering those who have gone before 

and proclaiming the good news they will rise again. 

 All these years later, we too, join with all those earlier saints in celebration. 

Yes, we give thanks for those who have gone before us and died in the faith. Yes, 

we proclaim the good news of the resurrection, as we do every Sunday; but there 

is more. Perhaps, more than any other Sunday All Saints day is a fabulous day to 

remember resurrection happens here and now. Not simply at some point in the 

future. Not just the day when Christ returns to draw all believers unto himself. 

Not just a vision of the renewal of the cosmos, as we see in the Revelation 
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according to John, where there will be no more suffering or sorrow. No more pain 

or fear. No more tears. No more death. Indeed, we hold fast to the promise that 

vision will become a reality; however, here and now we also are called to testify 

to the fact new life happens. Our Savior still saves people from the chains that 

bind and constrict them. He still removes the stones away from those tombs we 

often find ourselves wallowing in that separate us from our calling to be his 

disciples. And not only his disciples, on this day perhaps more so than any other 

we proclaim the truth that we are also saints. 

 Don’t you just find that to be good news? We are saints. But just what does 

that mean? The word usually translated as saint in the New Testament also 

means “holy” as in a “holy people” or “holy things.” Quite literally, it means to be 

“set apart.” Holy people, holy things or holy places are set apart by God for God’s 

purposes. Being “holy” or being a saint is a wonderful gift from God. We are saints 

because we are God’s. We are a saint, not so much because we live a good life or 

do something extraordinary, but because God in Jesus Christ has called us to 

come and follow him. We are a saint because of our relationship with the One 

who has breathed new life into our aching bodies burdened so often from the 

weight of sin, guilt, shame, and death. We are a saint because in the waters of 
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baptism God names us precious, beloved, and forever seals us with the cross of 

Christ. (Pastor Brian Stoffregen, www.crossmarks.com) 

 Luther taught we are saints and we are sinners at the same time. Sinners in 

that we so often turn from God and seek salvation by our own means or place our 

trust in things of this world. Sinners in that we fail to live out those great two 

commandments to “Love the Lord our God with all our heart, mind, and soul” and 

“love our neighbor as ourselves.” The world and so often our own minds remind 

us of this fact. Many live in the constant state of despair and fear because all they 

see is the fact they sin and fall short of the glory of God. We know this fact. All too 

well. We are sinners. Broken. In need of the saving grace of our Lord and Savior. 

 Which is exactly why we need this feast day known as All Saints Day. It is a 

great reminder of the very fact that despite our brokenness we are made holy and 

we are set apart as the church of Christ to do extraordinary things because Jesus 

lives in us. Who doesn’t need to hear that good news? You are a saint. You are set 

apart from the one who has saved you from sin and death. You are precious in his 

sight. 

 This isn’t simply a day we look back on the past and remember those 

beloved saints who have gone before us; but it is also a day we look to the future. 

Of the newly baptized saints, such as Theo, and how God will work in and through 



4 
 

them to renew the church of Christ and continue to share in its mission to 

proclaim new life in the face of death.  

 Our gospel passage is about many things. It is a foreshadowing of Christ’s 

own death and subsequent resurrection. It is an epiphany that in Christ God is 

near – not just near to some – but near to all especially near to those who suffer 

and mourn and experience the sting of death. He is near, and he has the power to 

rescue us from death’s stranglehold and give us new life and new hope for the 

future. To see beyond death’s ugliness and instead catch a glimpse of the new 

kingdom God is ushering in.  

 Our gospel passage is a reflection of that good news of great joy we hear 

proclaimed each Christmas Even from Luke’s gospel, “Do not be afraid; for see – I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 

in the City of David a Savior, who is the Messiah (aka Savior), the Lord.” This 

gospel passage lifts up that fact that Jesus is our Savior. He saves us. Daily. A small 

group has been reading a book by United Methodist Pastor Adam Hamilton called 

The Journey (Abingdon Press, 2011) which is a walk with Mary and Joseph, the 

shepherds and wisemen, and an experience of that first Christmas when Christ 

was born. In the final chapter Hamilton lifts us the fact born that day for world 

was a Savior unlike any the world had ever seen. Many expected Jesus to lead a 
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military charge against the Romans to save the people of God from Roman 

occupation. But he didn’t do this. Thus, Hamilton poses the question, “then what 

did he save them, and us, from?” (p.117) The answer in his words are: 

Jesus saves us from guilt and shame, from hopelessness and despair, from 
fear and death. He “breaks the power of canceled sin, he sets the prisoner 
free.” I have watched him save addicts from their addictions and give them 
a new life. I have seen him save men and women from being self-absorbed, 
resentful, bitter, and angry, and transform them into people who live with 
freedom, hope, and joy. He came to save us from the brokenness of our 
shared human condition and to deliver us, lead us, and send us out in his 
name to bring healing and hope to a broken world. (p.117) 
 

Hamilton highlights the fact that this salvation happens here and now as Jesus 

calls us from whatever it is that hinders our ability to be the people of God. So 

often, be it as the church as a whole, a congregation such as ours, or simply 

individually that from which we need saving from is fear. Fear of the unknown. 

Fear from the possibility we may fail to rather seeing the possibility we might 

grow. Fear from letting go of the past and trusting God to lead us into the future. 

Fear of the pain, anxiety and even uneasiness of the Holy Spirit stretching us to 

try something new and go somewhere we haven’t gone before in order to 

blossom forth new life in ourselves but also in our congregation and in Christ’s 

church. Fear even from calling ourselves saints and in so doing knowing with that 

comes the fact God has set us aside as a holy people called to God’s holy work. 
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Because notice in our gospel passage that is exactly what Jesus does. He doesn’t 

do this work alone. No, he commands those near to him to roll away the stone 

and free the once dead Lazarus. He commands them to unbind him from the 

bands of cloth that confined his body and to set him free. 

 Dearest saints of God, what is it that we need saving from in our own lives? 

What is it we need saving from in our congregations? What fears do we have? 

What doubts need erased? What wounds and scars need healed? What bands of 

cloth do we need unbound so that we can truly be the saints we are in Christ 

Jesus?  


