
Southport Yacht Club Member Profile: 
Joe and Carolyn Price: The Clothes Dryer and the Boat
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   KILO:
    I wish to communicate with you

(Cont. on page ... 7)
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Joe Price was 
driving along 
when he saw 
a Sunfish 
made of 
plywood for 
sale in front 
of someone’s 
yard. He 
told his wife, 
Carolyn, 
he wanted 
to buy it. 

Carolyn, pregnant with their first child, Melissa, said, 
“We need a dryer.” 

At the time, she recently recalled thinking, “I knew I 
couldn’t dry kids’ clothes on a [clothes] line.”

Carolyn got the dryer. And Joe got the boat. One of 
so many boats the Prices have owned, in fact, that 
Carolyn recently asked him, when tallying the boats 
they’ve owned over the years, “What’s that boat under 
the house? Is it a Laser?” (Note: Nope, it’s a Force Five 
they had sold but the owner returned to them when he 
no longer had a use for it. Hey, boats happen.)

Joe and Carolyn once owned nine boats—no, really, 
NINE!—at one time. 

And it all started with the Sunfish.

The armada is ready to invade Bald Head! It’s the day before our annual cruise to Bald Head 
Island and I’m looking at the list of boats heading over for the big weekend. There are an 
impressive 22 boats setting their sights on a fun-filled weekend that will cap off the official 
summertime activities for SYC. It’s  been a 
record-breaking hot summer but it hasn’t 
stopped the great Club activities. 

The Lone Palm Regatta again exceeded 
expectations. The 3rd of July party, Beer 
Can Races, cruises to Myrtle Beach and 
Banks Channel and all the informal get-
togethers—including the new Docktails 

parties the first Saturday of each month designed to introduce 
potential members to the Club—have kept us busy this summer. 
And we still have more, including the Around Oak Island Sunfish 
race September 10th and the cruise to Wilmington September 
30th. Thanks to all of our dedicated members for their help and 
participation. 

We’ve got some organizational Club updates, too:
As all the flag officers, board members and committee chairpeople begin the final five months of their term, I 
have asked our Rear Commodore, Sam Johnston, to look at the succession plan for the next term of officers. Sam 
has polled the current officers and board members and has come up with a proposed team for next year’s Club 



Southport Yacht Club Save the Date Calendar
Learn more about these events and book your participation (RSVP) at www.sycnc.org

August: Have a great time this weekend on the Bald Head Island Cruise! Please post your 
photos on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Southport-Yacht-Club-

757380797689562/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

September
September 1: Beer Can Race, 6: 15 p.m.
September 3: Docktails on BDock 
September 10: 20th Annual Bill Deale Memorial  
 Around Oak Island Sunfish Race, all day
September 10: Military Appreciation Day
September 15: (Last) Beer Can Race, 6:15 p.m.
September 17: PHRF Race Day (7 of 8)
September 30-October 2: Wilmington Cruise

October 2016 - January, 2017
October 1: Docktails on BDock
October 15: PHRF Race Day (8 of 8), all day
October 29: Stede Bonnet Pirate Regatta
November 5: Docktails on BDock
January, 1, 2017: New Year Cruise and Chili
January 14, SYC Annual Meeting and Dinner

Letter from the editor:

Unless you were disconnected from the world for the past few weeks, you’ve probably caught at least a bit of the Olympic 
fever. Maybe you’ve rooted for your favorite athlete. Maybe you’ve you pushed yourself a bit harder, motivated by the 
endurance of the athletes who’d trained so hard to ascend to this pinnacle of achievement. Like many of us, I felt pride for 
our astonishing USA team, which topped the medal chart in every category and led all nations with 121 medals, including 46 
golds, 37 silvers and 38 bronzes, according to the USA Team web site roundup.

What have many of us got in common with the Olympics? OK, not those seemingly super-human bodies. I doubt we have 
their tenacity. We probably couldn’t survive a week on their workout schedules or their diets. What we do, have, however, is 
a can-do attitude. And that goes a long way to actually doing, as opposed to ‘fixin’ on doin’.

This month I met another can-do kind of young man. Eighteen-year-old David Owens recently went with his mother, Arlene, 
and Captain Rick Croson of Living Waters Guide Service in Wilmington for a day of fishing as part of an event sponsored by 
the United Special Sportsman Alliance (USSA) and held in Southport. The Club helped promote the event and volunteered to 
take families out. 

2.(Cont. on page ... 4)

https://www.facebook.com/Southport-Yacht-Club-757380797689562/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/Southport-Yacht-Club-757380797689562/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
http://www.teamusa.org/News/2016/August/21/Team-USA-Concludes-Record-Breaking-Rio-2016-Olympic-Games-With-121-Medals-46-Golds
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Watch Mike’s video of the ride to the 
Banks Channel cruise: https://www.
facebook.com/michael.gibson.9693001/
videos/10209331039823456/

Photo Gallery

Thanks to all the folks whose Facebook 
pages I’ve plundered for these photos.

https://www.facebook.com/michael.gibson.9693001/videos/10209331039823456/
https://www.facebook.com/michael.gibson.9693001/videos/10209331039823456/
https://www.facebook.com/michael.gibson.9693001/videos/10209331039823456/


It was David’s first time fishing in 
the ocean and they hauled in more 
than a dozen Spanish mackerel. 
This would be exciting for any 
young man who loves fishing. 
But the excitement is magnified 
because for this one day on the 
water, David and Arlene were able 
to forget about the brain tumor 
with which David was diagnosed 
in 2012 after he felt dizzy at school 
and later fainted. He’s had several 
surgeries but the cancer’s spread to 

his spine and he’s in a wheelchair. For this day he forgot 
about the treatments he may have to undergo. He didn’t 
focus on his limitations. He focused on reeling in the 
big one. David’s life mantra? Go big or go home. (Read 
more about the USSA event in Southport below, under 
Volunteering.)

The Southport Yacht Club has also proven to be can-do in 
big ways. Maybe not as big as David or Olympic athletes, 
but rising above challenges comes in many shapes and 
forms. We aspire to rise.

Most recently, we swept the winner’s circle of the Cape 
Fear Yacht Club Rocket Regatta. Out of the six top spots, 
Club members took an impressive four.  (See the wrap-up 
of the race, including Fleet Captain Jamie’s last minute 
ingenuity, on page 5.) 

On the cruising front, the Club has had/will have a cruise 
a month (including this weekend’s to Bald Head Island) 

from May to October. And when the weather wasn’t 
perfect for a cruise, several hearty cruisers (kudos most 
notably to the Syringa gang) went anyway to show their 
support and spirit. 

We also have more than a dozen social events a year and 
we sponsor two races—the Lone Palm Regatta and the 
Bill Deale Memorial, Around Oak Island (AOI) Sunfish 
Race. This year marks the 20th annual AOI race, although 
the Club took over its sponsorship last year. We support 
the racing community in the area by participating— and 
also winning top spots—in other races. 

We’ve also supported our Club’s mission and promoted 
safe seamanship by having training and education 
sessions on topics such as boating safety and CPR (see 
page 8). 

This January, we will amend a chapter of the Club’s first 
two years of history during our annual meeting and gala. 
There have been many Club board meeting discussions 
about how to preserve our mission while meeting 
strategic Club goals such as increasing membership.  

I, for one, am so very proud of all we have collectively 
accomplished and how clearly we’ve stuck to our beliefs 
of what the Club should be. 

Yes, David, I agree: Go big or go home.

Cheryl L. Serra (cherylserra@yahoo.com)
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Letter from the Editor (cont. from page 2)

Volunteering

Kelly and Capt. John

Volunteering can lead to lifelong connections. Or it 
could brighten a family’s day. Members of the Southport 
Yacht Club recently volunteered with the United Special 
Sportsman Alliance (USSA) day of fishing for critically ill 
children and disabled children and veterans. We offered 
to take people out fishing and to help promote the event. 
One of the USSA volunteers, Kelly Mayberry, became 
involved in USSA when she contacted the organization to 
see if they could organize a deep sea fishing trip for her 
son, Noah, who had been diagnosed with Ewing sarcoma 
and was being treated at Levine Children’s Hospital. 
Brigid O’Donoghue, USSA Founder and CEO, connected 
them with Captain John for a day of fishing. 

“When Noah got back all he talked about was John and 
how great fishing was,” Kelly recently recalled. “That was 
one of the best days Noah had the entire year. Captain 
John and Noah really connected. Anytime John would 
send anything in the mail Noah would light up like a 

Christmas tree. Captain John sent 
him a huge tackle box that Noah 
took with him for his month long 
bone marrow transplant stay. He 
would get on his gloves and go 
through each lure and talk about 
fishing.”

Noah passed away nearly five 
years ago at age 11. But Kelly connected with Captain 
John at the fishing event in Southport. 

Club members can help make the day for veterans’ 
families on September 10th by volunteering at Military 
Appreciation Day (MAD). All you need to do is take 
families out for a boat ride. For more information please 
go see the MAD Southport page. 

Please volunteer if you could. It will make a difference.

Kelly and Capt. John

http://militaryappreciationday.org/wp/mad-chapters-southport-nc/
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Race Wrap-up

So you’re in the waterway, running your engines, 
getting psyched for the race, assessing conditions, and 
discussing your race day strategy. You start to raise the 
main and POP!, the main halyard snaps. It’s less than 
an hour to the start and you certainly don’t need this.

What to do?

If you’re Club Fleet Captain Jamie, you think quickly. 
Which is exactly what he did just before the start of 
the Cape Fear Yacht Club’s (CFYC) Rocket Regatta. 

Jamie raced (by road) back to his workshop, grabbed a 
piece of line long enough to do the job, and came back 
to the marina. Crew member Bob Cowan was hoisted 
up the mast and had to jury-rig a solution. They got 
back in the race with five minutes ‘to spare.’

And then he and his crew on Bernadette took first 
place in the spinnaker class.

“We don’t quit,” he said after the win.

According to CFYC Commodore Woody Wilson, Jr., the 
course was 9.5 nautical miles with a 3.9 knot current 
and winds at 7 knots gusting to 10.4 knots. Eight boats 
competed and all eight finished the race.

They Club had a total of four of the top winning slots 
(in red):

Spinnaker Class:

First – Bernadette – Jamie Deale

Second – 10-Acious – Mary Piepenbrink

Third – Invictus – Kevin Hennessey

 Non-Spinnaker Class:

First – NAOS – Sam Johnston

Second – Lucky Tiger II – Ed Schrum

Third – Juno – Chris Webster 

NAOS (Photo CFYC Facebook page)

NAOS (Photo by Damon)

Team Juno



Member Profile: Joe and Carolyn Price (cont. from page 1)
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The Family- and Career-Making Years

Joe and Carolyn grew up in the Midwest, in the hills of 
the northwest corner of Illinois. They met before her 
senior year of high school. After high school, he went 
into the Navy, specializing in nuclear submarines, and 
she went to college to study elementary education. 
They married.

Joe spent eight years in the Navy stationed in Chicago, 
Maryland, New York, and Virginia (VA). He finished 
in 1979 in Newport News, VA, after having had the 
pleasure of taking President Jimmy Carter on a 
submarine ride. 

After the Navy Joe worked at the research reactor 
at North Carolina State and earned his degree in 
mechanical engineering. He graduated in 1983, the 
year the Wolfpack, a team in the original Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC), went 26-10 for the year. They won 
the ACC Tournament and went on to win the national 
championship. It hasn’t happened since.

In the meantime, Carolyn had taught at Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel in Newport News. When they left 
Newport News, however, she was pregnant with their 
second child.

They moved to Maryland, where Joe worked for a 
nuclear architectural engineering firm. They lived in 
Havre de Grace and New Market. Joe did a six-month 
stint at Turkey Point, in south Florida (FL), and lived 
in the Keys. Soon after, however, he decided he didn’t 
want to travel as much for his job since he had a young 
family, so he went to work for Florida Power and Light, 
where he stayed for 19 years.

The couple’s three children are Melissa, 39; Jonathan, 
37; and Sarah, 26.

Boating
The first boat ‘trip’ Joe and Carolyn had was on that 
plywood Sunfish. BTW, he was able to get the boat 
because the man who was selling it had had it for 
sale for quite some time (while Joe was buying the 
dryer). When the seller’s moving day arrived, Joe just 
happened to be driving by the seller’s house (again) 
and got it at a last-minute-reduced price. 

 Joe’s first sail boat race was in Newport News on a Cal 
25’. 

“It was just enough to get the bug a little bit,” he says 
in hindsight.

When they moved to south FL, Joe and Carolyn sailed 
more often and got more serious about it. They got a 
Force Five, a small one-design racing sailboat similar 
to a Laser. Like all hooked boaters, they got more and 
bigger and different boats from there. They sailed in a 
number of regattas in south FL. 

His brother, Bud, by now had a Catalina 27’. And then 
Hurricane Andrew came along and he lost it. He 
bought a J 27’ and called it Andrew J after the storm. 
Joe and his brother started racing and Joe became 
“pretty hooked.” Carolyn raced during those south FL 
years until she became pregnant with Sarah. She and 
Joe particularly enjoyed the Miami-Key Largo race and 
the Columbus Day Regatta. 

During this time, Joe put together a one-design 
program. He and Carolyn bought a Flying Scot and a 
Buccaneer.  Then his brother got him hooked on one-
person American’s Cup replicas called Millemeters, 
named after the early manufacturer. Soon thereafter, 
he and his brother bought the boat molds and started 
building them. 

It was a lot of work, he says. Carolyn adds that he was 
doing this while running a nuclear reactor, being a 
father, a husband, and a T-ball coach.

Eventually he sold the boats and molds. And in 2004, 
Joe asked Carolyn where she wanted to live. She said 
either North Carolina (NC) or Italy. Since Italy didn’t 
have the nuclear industry necessary for Joe’s career, 
they came to NC.

The North Carolina Years, Round Two
They lived in Raleigh and raced the Flying Scot. They 
built a house deep and tall enough to house a boat and 
have a lift so he could work on the centerboard. 

Four years ago Joe had an opportunity to work at 
Duke’s Brunswick County plant, so he sold his Flying 
Scot, hull # 5092, and bought Bud’s Morgan 36. He 
and Carolyn came south and they currently live in 
Southport. 

Being boaters, the first thing they did when they came 
to town was to ask about boating clubs, which led 
them to the Southport Yacht Club.

A year ago, a buddy called to say the 19’ Flying Scot 
hull #6092 was available.

How could they resist? (See the answer here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPK6NXTTBVc). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPK6NXTTBVc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPK6NXTTBVc
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Member Profile: Joe and Carolyn Price (cont. from page 6)

“We raced in the Flying Scot Nationals in Newport, 
Rhode Island, in July this year,” Joe says. “We were 
fortunate enough to qualify for the Championship 
division and finished 15th out of 46, with a best finish 
of 4th. It was my best-ever performance against a 
national-level fleet.”

They also have a Morgan 
36’, which they call 
the “big boat.” They’re 
considering selling the 
Morgan to get a cruising 
boat. And of course, as 
people who like to have 
boating options, they 
also have a pontoon 
boat on Lake James near 
property they own in 
Marion, where 

Carolyn has a dream to build a cabin some day. They 
have a half-interest in a power boat, too.

In the meantime, even though they’ve not “fully” 
been introduced to the Club at a Club event, they’ve 
attended a few social events. They both agree the Club 
offers the right mix of social events and racing.

“I know why they 
started it,” Joe says of 
the Club’s aim to get 
people off the docks 
and on the water. 
“And it’s a really good 
reason.”

Commodore’s Corner (cont. from page 1)

The Price’s boat is #09

management. You will receive an email later this year 
with a proposed slate of officers and board members. 
More on this in the next newsletter. 

I’ve also asked our Rear Commodore, Chris Webster, 
to review our Club charter as there have been some 
inconsistencies—most of them small and easy to 
change— in the charter versus how we currently 
operate the Club. 

Chris made his report to the board and these changes 
will be voted on at our next board meeting.

One issue that is near and dear to my heart is the 
recent boating safety class that many of you attended. 
You may not know that I spent four hours several 
miles off shore (unintentionally) in the waters off 
Key Biscayne years ago. I had given my life vest to  
someone who couldn’t swim who was with me. 

Once we were reported missing, a search was 
launched. I could see the Coast Guard’s inflatable 
within 20 yards of me but they couldn’t see me. 

We both were tired and I was wondering how this 
would all turn out. Luckily the Coast Guard launched 
a helicopter and was able to vector a USCG Rib 
(response boat) to our location. It all ended well. But 
it could have gone the other way. 

It made me realize the importance of being mentally 
and physically equipped for emergencies and the 
value of safe boating. I appreciate Captain Pat 
arranging and Dennis and Kerri instructing this 
crucial training. I cannot emphasize enough the 
importance of being prepared and knowledgeable 
about boating safety on the water.

Our Corinthian spirt has made SYC what it is and I 
have every member to thank for helping build the 
Club. We are still looking for active members so roll 
out the red carpet when you meet someone who 
might be a good fit and invite them to an event!

Now, I need to get the Fast Company provisioned and 
ready for BHI. Safe boating and I’ll see you on the dock 
or on the water! 

Eric

Current SYC Organization
Flag Officers: Eric, Sam, Chris
Board Members: Scott and Steve
Committee Chairs: Cheryl, Communications; Gwen, 
Membership; Mike, Cruising; Pat, Education and 
Training; Sandy, Social

It’s a great time to have a boat in Southport and an 
even better time to be a member of SYC. I’ve received 
more pleasure from being a member of this Club than 
other yacht clubs with which I’ve been affiliated. 
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Education and Training

Club members learned how to save lives, including 
their own, during two training sessions arranged by 
Pat, Education and Training committee chair. 

In July, several 
members attended 
the CPR training 
led by Nathan 
McConnell, a 
Brunswick County 
paramedic. Congrats 
to members who 
rose early for the 8 
am class (especially 
on a weekend!). 
They learned 
how to properly 
perform CPR and 

the fundamentals of using an AED. While there were a 
few laughs during the training, participants knew how 
valuable the information could be in an emergency. 

Role-playing these emergencies enhanced the 
learning. Participants earned CPR certification.

In August, Dennis and Kerri Farr led a session 
on boating safety aboard Cacique. Dennis is an 
American Sailing Association-certified instructor and 
Kerri is a psychologist. Topics addressed included 
the psychology of stress, radio distress calls and 
prioritizing tasks in an emergency. Participants were 
also provided valuable resources where they could 
find more information on topics in which they are 
interested.

Pat said the training and education sessions have been 
great and the instructors are top-notch. Participants 
have expressed interest in additional training and 
education programs.

“The feedback we’ve received from people who have 
come to the sessions has been great,” he says. He’s 
queried Club members and based on their responses, 
he’s now putting together programs on navigation 
and Rules of the Road as they pertain to southeastern 
North Carolina.

From the boating safety session: Some useful resources (top).
Use hailing channels and push button to provide location in 
emergency. The button’s location will vary depending on your 
radio (photo to right and below).    


