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Please invite your family and friends to join us at Saint Ambrose!

December 30, 2018

 Dear God,

Thank you that you make all things new. Thank you for all that 
you've allowed into our lives this past year, the good along with 
the hard things, which have reminded us how much we need you 
and rely on your presence filling us every single day.

We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of this New Year. 
We ask that you will guide our decisions and turn our hearts to 
deeply desire you above all else.

We ask for your wisdom, for your strength and power to be 
constantly present within us. We pray you would make us strong 
and courageous for the road ahead. Give us ability beyond what 
we feel able, let your gifts flow freely through us, so that you 
would be honored by our lives, and others would be drawn to 
you.

In Your Name we Pray, AMEN!

May you have a safe and blessed New Year's!
A Prayer for the Year Ahead
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THIS WEEK  •  Mark Your Calendars

Living With Cancer Prayer/ Support
Group Meets the First Wednesday of the Month

Living with Cancer Prayer and 
Support Group was started 
in 2009 and has become an 
important part of our spiritual 
life.  Spend a little time with 
us at our next meeting on 

Wednesday, January 2 at 7:00 pm in the Lehner Center 
Matthew Room as we share, support and embrace our 
friendship with prayer.  This group is for cancer survivors, 
caregivers, family members and anyone whose life has 
been touched by cancer and are in need of our prayers 
and support.  We always meet on the first Wednesday 
of the month.  Come and see if together we can make a 
difference.  For more information, call Miriam at 330.225.9005 
or Terri at 216.990.0082.

The Armor of God
Friday, January 11

Learn How to Prepare for 
the Attacks of the Enemy.  
All day, every day, an invisible 
war rages around you — 

unseen, unheard, yet felt throughout every aspect of your 
life. A devoted, devilish enemy seeks to wreak havoc on 
everything that matters to you: your heart, your mind, your 
marriage, your children, your relationships, your resilience, 
your dreams, your destiny. Join us for this powerful seven-
session series starting Friday, January 11 from 9:00 am - 
10:30 am in the Lehner Center, Luke. If you are interested, 
please contact Jane Baldwin at JBaldwin@StAmbrose.us.

Saint Ambrose Friday Night Bingo
The Friendliest Game In Town

 Don’t miss out on your chance 
to win our $10,000 Progressive 
Jackpot.  We’re also welcoming in 
the New Year by giving away over 

$6,000 in guaranteed cash prizes!

In addition to 22 games of bingo and a wide variety of 
instant tickets, this Friday our players will receive a free extra 
9-on with the purchase of any computer package.

A guaranteed fun evening, free popcorn and coffee, large 
payouts, fun instant tickets, generous door prizes, and 
delicious food at a very reasonable price. The doors open 
at 5:00 pm and the Early Bird games start at 7:00 pm We 
hope to see you this Friday at the “Friendliest Bingo Game 
in Town”.

CALENDAR KEY 
C  
CC
S
PLC 
GYM     
HH       
LCMT  
     
LCMK   
LCLK    
LCJN      
LCFM    
            
PLCJPII  
         
PLCMT  
             

Church
Church Chapel
School
Parish Life Center
Hilkert Hall GYM
Hilkert Hall
Lehner Center
Matthew
Lehner Center, Mark
Lehner Center, Luke
Lehner Center, John
Lehner Center, 
Fr. McGivney
Parish Life Center, 
John Paul II
Parish Life Center,
Mother Teresa

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
 

Sun.          9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Mon.          8:30 am -  8:30 pm
Tues. & Wed.   8:30 am - 8:00 pm
Thurs. & Fri.     8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat.           8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Phone:            330.460.7300
Fax:            330.460.7342
Web:        www.StAmbrose.us
Facebook:    StAmbrose.us
Twitter:         @StAmbroseChurch

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
9:00 am - 10:00 am         Breaking Open The Word (PLCJPII)
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm           Men's Renewal (LCLK)
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm           Women's Renewal (LCMT)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31| NEW YEARS EVE
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm           Mass (HH)
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm           Mass (HH)

TUESDAY, JANUARY 1| NEW YEARS DAY
Enjoy celebrating the New Year!

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm          Women's Guild Board Meeting (PLCJPII)
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm          Living with Cancer (LCMT)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 3
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm          Legion of Mary (CC)
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm          LAPS Meeting (PLCJPII)
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm          Movie Night (LCMT)
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm          Stephen Ministry (PLCMT)
7:00 pm - 9:30 pm          Boy Scouts (HH)

FRIDAY, JANUARY 4
5:00 pm - 11:00 pm         BINGO (HH)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5
7:00 pm - 9:30 pm          Knights of Columbus (LCFM)

Stephen Ministry
“In the same way, the Spirit too comes 
to the aid of our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we ought, but the 
Spirit itself intercedes with inexpressible 
groanings.”           – Romans 8:26

If you would like more information contact Jane Baldwin at 
330.460.7381, JBaldwin@StAmbrose.us or Lisa Homady at 
330.460.7315, LHomady@StAmbrose.us. 
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…”And he said to them, “Why were you 
looking for me? Did you not know that 
I must be in my Father’s house?” But 
they did not understand what he said to 
them. He went down with them and came 
to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; 
and his mother kept all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and 
age and favor before God and man.”    This 
weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Holy 
Family.  Today’s Gospel is ‘refreshing’ in that 
it reminds us that Mary and Joseph faced 
some of the same ‘parenting’ challenges of 
every parent.  God gave them the grace and 
wisdom they needed to raise the child Jesus 
and create a loving home for their family.  
Our prayer this weekend is that God will 
bless our families by strengthening the 
bonds of love and peace.  May God give 
His grace and wisdom to all parents and 
grandparents.  

…Jesus had to be in His Father’s House.  
This weekend we begin to ‘close’ God’s 
House for our community until Easter 
as we repair, renovate and renew our 
Church.  For the next four months, Hilkert 
Hall will become our ‘home’ for us to gather 
in prayer and worship.  It will actually be 
‘different’ and ‘renewing’ for us to come 
together in a different place for a few 
months.  It’s a chance to meet new people – 
sit in new seats – hear songs in new ways.  It 
can really be a blessing for our parish if we 
use this time well.  I think of families who are 
remodeling or building.  It creates a moment 
for the family to work more closely together 
and connect with each other in new ways.  
That’s my hope and prayer for our parish 
family.

…One of the pieces of the new Church 
that promises to be truly amazing when 
completed will be the new Joseph Shrine.  
It really will be a ‘recipe’ for the Holy Family 
and each of our families.  The shrine will 
be made up of five images of Joseph and 
Jesus.  As the Heavenly Father leads, guides 
and blesses Joseph, so Joseph teaches and 
cares for his child, Jesus.  Each ‘picture’ of 
the shrine will speak to different qualities 
of a holy family.  As each of our parents, 
grandparents, and godparents gaze upon 
these images, it will remind them of what 
they/we must do for our children/family 

today so we can have holy families – strong, 
loving, forgiving, caring – centered on the  
Lord.  It will be inspiring.  We still need to 
raise the funds for this shrine….it will be well 
worth waiting for.

…I hope and pray your family celebrations 
for Christmas and these ‘holy’ days are 
filled with joy, peace and great love.  Many 
thanks to all who worked so hard to 
prepare our parish for Christmas.  Given 
all the construction, the place looked great, 
sounded inspiring, and even more was filled 
with a great spirit of family and community.  
We are so blessed at Saint Ambrose.

…Please remember that New Year’s Day is 
a holy day of obligation.  Even more, it’s a 
perfect way to start a new year – focusing 
your life on the Lord and prayer.  Please join 
us on December 31 for Mass at 4:30 pm 
and 6:00 pm and on January 1 at 9:00 am 
and 10:30 am.  Invite your family to start the 
year off right with the Lord.

…New Year’s Day will be a special day for 
Max Menkhaus as he begins a new job at 
Saint Francis of Assisi in Gates Mills.  Max is 
at Cleveland State University working on his 
music/teaching degree.  He’s been assisting 
Matt Fodor and Helen Lanzarotta for the 
past 16 months.  This is a great opportunity 
for him to be closer to home and have a ‘full 
time’ position.  I am so grateful for his efforts 
at Saint Ambrose.  Please join me in wishing 
him well in this exciting new endeavor.

…If you have not yet had the opportunity 
to do so, please take a few minutes to 
go online to watch the updated render/
video of the Church renovation.  It’s a 
great picture of our Church and what it will 
look like on Easter Sunday.  Go to:   www.
StAmbrose.us/vision2020.

…Many thanks for your continued support 
for our parish community.  Special thanks 
to several of our members who made ‘end 
of the year’ gifts in support of our parish 
and the building fund.  Our Business Office 
would happily help if you would like to do the 
same.  Any donation for the 2018 year must 
arrive to the B.O. by 10 am on December 31, 
2018 for a timely deposit before the ‘year end’.  

…With Hilkert Hall being used for our 
weekend Masses, a few of our ‘family friendly’ 
programs needed to change (e.g. Winter 
Carnival).  We are very blessed to be able 
to rent the Brunswick Rec Center for a 
number of Winter Family Fun Nights.  See 
the bulletin for all the details.  Please join 
us.

…Spend some time over the next few days 
reflecting on the blessings of God in the year 
gone by.  The more we ‘reflect’ and hold 

things close in our heart, like Mary, the 
more we will grow in our awareness and 
appreciation of God’s blessings in our 
lives.  As you think about the new year, 
how can you share a gift or talent – a little 
bit of time – for the Lord and our parish 
community.  Especially as we prepare to 
walk into our renewed Church on Easter, 
we could use a few more greeters and 
ushers along with a few new lectors and 
Eucharistic Ministers.  What a blessing to 
serve at the Table of the Lord!!!  We could 
also use a few more people to assist as 
funeral servers and in our New Life Choir.  
If you want to learn more about these ways 
to serve, please send me an email (frbob@
StAmbrose.us).  It’s a very meaningful and 
manageable commitment.

…Our parish is extremely blessed by 
a faithful group of our members who 
volunteer to take care of the buildings 
and grounds at Saint Ambrose.  They 
help in all sorts of ways (paint, cut, sweep, 
hang, touch up….a little of everything).  
They’re a great group who could always 
use another set of hands for a couple of 
hours a month.  Interested?  Contact Ken at 
kukarolapa@aol.com.

…All of us have gifts and talents.  Can you 
help and serve just a little in the new 
year??  We need you.   God needs you.  
Together we can do great work for the Lord.

…Thank you so much for all you do for 
our parish.  The Christmas bulletin was 
a celebration of your goodness and the 
ministry and programs that take place 
in our community.  May this new year be 
blessed.  Be assured of my prayers and 
deep thanks.

…Many thanks to all who commented 
so positively about your new 2019 
calendar.  Special thanks to our 
Community Partners and great friends 
at Questcom Graphics for giving this gift 
to our community.  Hope all enjoy the 
inspiring images and information to guide 
your new year.

…As we celebrate the Feast of the Holy 
Family and prepare for New Year’s, be 
assured of my prayers for you and your 
family.  May God watch over and keep your 
family and our parish family in His constant 
care.  

Letter from our Pastor  •   PARISH NEWS
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Sunday, December 30 | Feast of the Holy Family
7:30  † Frank Skrzynski (Aunt & Uncle)           RR
9:00  † Pearl Reising (The Shannon Children)      RS
10:30  Saint Ambrose Members         GH
12:00  † Rita & Joe Pavlick (Family & Friends)       RS
5:00  † Tony Rumler (Sherry and Mark Morisky)          RR

Monday, December 31
8:15  † Annette Pojman (The Adams Family)
4:30  † Donald Berg (Darlene Hight)
6:00  † Mary Bukovsky (Family)

Tuesday, January 1 | Holy Day-Solemnity of Mary 
9:00  † Kay Hyclak (Friend of Family)
10:00         Saint Ambrose Members

Wednesday, January 2 | Sts. Basil & Gregory Nazianzen
8:15  † Souls in Purgatory (Kevin Marchisio)
5:30  † Eric and Kim Rokovitz (Women's Renewal Team)

Thursday, January 3
8:15  † Kathleen Yatson (Barbara & Debbie 
 Zielinski)
Friday, January 4 | St. Elizabeth Ann
8:15  † Kathleen Yatson (Women's Renewal Team 6)
5:30  † Michael A. Shymske Jr. (The Family)

Saturday, January 5 | St. John Neumann
8:15  † Frank & Betty Kmiecik (Joan Kmiecik)
4:30  † Mildred Dobrosielski (Family)        

Sunday, January 6 | The Epiphany of the Lord
7:30  † Joseph Walgus (Family)        
9:00  † Patricia Polz (Rudolph Polz)      
10:30  † Salvatore Passalacqua 10 Year      
 Anniversary (Mary Ann Passalacqua)     
12:00  Saint Ambrose Members                       
5:00  † Allison Hale (Wolanin Family)       

Mass Schedule
Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:15 am and 5:30 pm
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:15 am
Saturday: 8:15 am and 4:30 pm Vigil
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:00 pm and 5:00 pm

Collin Apicella
Jordon Belaska
Nancy Craig 
Brian Daly
Barbara Droll
Shannon Fitz
Laverne Frohlich
Victoria Gabriel

Lisa Gannon
Mary Holland
Lillian Johnson 
Joy Keller 
Colette Keenan
Veronica Kossuth
Baby Ariana Krakora
Earl Lauerhahs

Pray for Our Sick
Donna Madar
Karen Pencek
Sheila Reagan
Shirley Rehman
John Roth
Emerson Sholtis
Warren Simmons
Maureen Tesar 

If you would like your loved one’s name on the prayer list, call Connie 
at 330.225.9236.  We publish the names of our sick in the bulletin 
for 3 weeks.  Visit www.StAmbrose.us/PrayerList for the complete list. 

Those Battling Cancer
Please Pray for Them and Their Families

Bob Close
Alyce Hanlon 
Marie Hein
Shaun Henry
Shannon Hilpon
Mark Hogan
John Paul Kelly
Bob Klaehn
Dolores Lauerhahs
Terri Leitter
Helen Mancuso
Cindy Montonaro

Collin Nemet
Nancy Niemesch
Paul Rehman
 Carol Sabo
Jerry Sipan 
Andy Stamper
Angelo Stavole
Joanne Walsh
Bob Williams
Chester Yanke
Rick  Zevchik

 
 www.usccb.org

Mon        1 JN 2:18-21; JN 1:1-18
Tues NM 6:22-27; LK 2:16-21
Wed 1 JN 2:22-28; JN 1:19-28
Thurs 1 JN 2:29–3:6; JN 1:29-34
Fri  1 JN 3:7-10; JN 1:35-42
Sat 1 JN 3:11-21; JN 1:43-51
Sun IS 60:1-6; MT 2:1-12

       Readings for the Week

INTENTIONS  •  Remember in Your Prayers

2020 Pilgrimage
Saturday, January 19
“Please join Fr. Rob on Saturday January 19 from 1:00 
pm - 3:00 pm in the Mother Teresa Room to learn more 
about the 2020 Pilgrimage to Germany, Austria, and the 
Oberammergau Passion Play.  The owners of Jerusalem 
Tours will be here to answer any and all questions that you 
may have.  Thank you.

Save The Date
In the new year, do something to celebrate 
and freshen up your marriage.  Father 
Dan Schlegel will be leading a mini 
Day of Reflection for Married Couples 
on Saturday, February 23 from 10:00 
am until 3:00 pm.  It will be refreshing…

meaningful…and good for you and your marriage.  It’s an 
easy and comfortable way to stir good conversations for you 
and your spouse.  Watch for details and make plans to join us.  
Mark your 2019 calendar today!
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Father Bob Stec, Pastor 330.460.7333
Father Rob Ramser, Parochial Vicar 330.460.7311
Deacon Clem Belter
Deacon Gary Tomazic
Deacon Thomas Sheridan
Deacon Frank Weglicki
Abbot Gary Hoover, OSB, Weekend Assistant
Jane Baldwin, Spiritual Life Coordinator 330.460.7381
Matthew Fodor, Music Ministry 330.460.7337
Lisa Homady, Care and Compassion Coordinator 330.460.7315
Helen Lanzarotta, Music Parish Coordinator 330.460.7343
Mike Mascio, Business Operations Manager 330.460.7344
Max Menkhaus, Music Ministry 330.460.7300
Caitlin O’Neill, FIAT Youth Ministry 330.460.7387
Helen Sheridan, Family Life Ministry 330.460.7322

SUPPORT STAFF
Natalie English, Marketing Strategist 330.460.7334
Linda Stipes, Parish Office Coordinator 330.460.3341

PSR STAFF
Deb Houdek, PSR Secretary 330.460.7326
Janet Majka, PSR Coordinator 330.460.7321

SCHOOL STAFF
Lisa Cinadr, Day School Principal 330.460.7350
Chris Dziedzicki, Day School Assistant Principal 330.460.7362
Catherine Mitchell, Preschool Director 330.460.7361
Breanne Logue, Institutional Advancement 330.460.7318
Maryellen Newrones, Administrative Assistant 330.460.7353

PARISH LEADERS
Bob Downs, Parish Finance Council 330.273.3108
Bryce Rausch, Parish Finance Council 215.896.9248
Ryan Harrington, Athletic Director 330.273.1801
Frank Gati, School Advisory Board SAB@StASchool.us 
Jane Baldwin, 330.460.7381

BAPTISM:  Parents need to attend a Pre-Baptism Class for 
their first child.  Call Kim Nemet at 330.460.7316 to register. 

MARRIAGE:  Congratulations!  Please call a priest or deacon 
at the Parish Office at least six months prior to proposed date to 
begin your wedding preparations.

JOURNEY TO EMMAUS:  
Come and learn more about the Catholic faith.  Call the PLC.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  Confessions 
are celebrated Saturdays from 9:00 am – 9:30 am and by 
appointment. 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:  Call 330.460.7300 to register.  

Staff and Contact Information

Sacraments

Pray for Those Serving and Their Families
SSG Michael Duniec  Air Force  
MAJ David M. Elliott  Marine Corps 
LT Travis Elliott  Navy
LT Serena Gerfy  Navy
PO Rob Hartman  Navy
MAJ Brad Klusmann  Marine Corps   
MAJ Jared Klusmann  Marine Corps 
AIT            Mitchell Knirnschild Navy
CPL Nicholas Levitsky Marine Corps 
SPC William Mortensen Army
LCPL Christian Nowak Marine Corps 
SSGT Matthew Pyzik  Air Force 
LCPL  Lukas Robison  Marine Corps
BG Stephen Sklenka Marine Corps
2ndLT Zachary Taylor  Marine Corps
CW2  John A. Tevis  Army

Active Military

WEDDINGS
Engagements:   Congratulations!  Please call a priest 
or deacon at the Parish Office at least six months prior to 
proposed date to begin your wedding preparations.

BAPTISMS

Baptism Classes:  Parents need to attend a 
Pre-Baptism Class for their first child. Call Kim 
Nemet at 330.460.7316 to register. 

Sacraments
Welcome to the Waters
 Halle Alexis Le
 James Douglas Stevenson

ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations!
 Michael and Jayna Koler 
     Celebrating 30 years!


