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Worship Schedule  
 

9:00 am   
Drive In Worship 

 
10:00 am 

Virtual Worship 
 

JPC’s website  
or  

JPC’s FaceBook page 

Rev. Dr. Jay D. Smith 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Casey Riker 
Associate Pastor 

 

 
SESSION  
 
 
Class of 2021 
Mary Brooke Guernier 
Ricki Hall 
Kim Schoepske 
Brian Stroud 
Michelle Wentz 
George Wissmiller 
 
Class of 2022 
Chip Cromartie 
Lenny Dean 
Gary Fulp 
Joanne Graham 
Karen Johnson 
Danielle King 
 
Class of 2023 
Randy Dabbs 
Krista Hannah 
Doug MacColl 
Chris Mills 
Darryl Ray 
Bruce Shaw 
 

 
 
 
 
 
FROM PASTOR JAY    

 
It is hard to believe that I am writing an article for Lent 2021!  As I sit here writing this 

it is Inauguration Day in the United States and the country waits on pins and needles 

to see what the future will bring.  Many of you have received at least the first round of 

your Covid-19 vaccine while others are frustrated by the process of trying to get 

signed up!  It also struck me that this month, February 2021, is my eight-year anniver-

sary at JPC.  I am very proud of that, personally and professionally.   

 
As we approach Lent I pray there is hope in your heart.  Hope that our world may 

soon begin to get back to normal, hope that we can find common ground as a nation 

and equality for all people, and hope that your church will someday soon be able to 

open its doors to all for all sorts of things.  

  
Traditionally we give things up for Lent.  Perhaps this year we could consider both 

giving up and adding things to our lives?  Perhaps we should give up negativity, fear 

about this life, and our judgmental ways?  Maybe we should add things like Bible study 

and prayer?  Do you know how easy it would have been to get through a major por-

tion of the Bible instead of binge watching every new show on every streaming ser-

vice?  I say this to myself not to judge you!   

 
Just the other night, at the Session meeting, I reminded them that even though the 

building is closed the work of the church must continue.  I told them to meet as com-

mittees and take advantage of this “down time” to do the things they haven’t had time 

to do.  I was talking about building maintenance, a spring cleaning, and organizing 

themselves to be ready when we can swing back into action.  It is quiet here at the 

church and I miss all of you.  I can’t wait for 222 to be buzzing with activity again, chil-

dren running to Sunday School after the 9AM service, and covered dish dinners!  I 

think this is what I miss the most about my church family, the chance to sit at table 

together in Christian fellowship. I also miss the chance to be with you in your times of 

need.   

 
I am pleased to tell you that Pastor Judy and Pastor Casey are already working on a 

virtual Ash Wednesday Service for us as we begin Lent.  They are also working out a 

plan for a weekly devotional.  Even though we are Presbyterians I found this explana-

tion of Lent from the United Methodist Church to be concise and helpful.  Here is 

what they say, “Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on 

Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word 

lencten, meaning “lengthen” and refers to the lengthening days of spring. The forty 

days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Sa-

tan and preparing to begin his ministry.” 
 
         (Continued on next page) 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021 



 

Page 2 

Jamestown Presbyterian Church, 

 

Your staff would like to thank you for your amazing generosity this Christmas season!  

We were all blessed to receive such a generous love offering.  We have been blown away 

by your continued faithfulness to our community through your support of the Outreach 

Ministry Team.  Your love and affirmation of the work we did in 2020 was a blessing to us 

all.  We miss you and we can’t wait to see you in church, teach you in classes, and share in 

yummy meals together at places like Leisure Fellowship.  2020 was a hard year for all of 

us.  As a staff we worked hard to stay connected to you and to feel useful.  Your gift 

affirmed our efforts.  We look forward to faithfully serving you in 2021!  

 

In Christ, 

Your JPC Staff  

 
To my JPC Family: 
 
I want to thank all of you for the numerous telephone calls, emails, cards and expressions 
of love and sympathy during my sister's long battle with cancer and her loss. She entered 
into her heavenly home Friday, January 8, and now is at peace and without pain. JPC truly 
exhibits the love of Christ, and I am so thankful to be a a member of such a loving church. 
 
Thank you so much, 
Charlotte Griner 

(con’t) 
“Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of self-

examination and reflection. In the early church, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for 

baptism by new converts and then became a time of penance by all Christians. Today, Christians focus 

on relationships with God, growing as disciples and extending ourselves, often choosing to give up 

something or to volunteer and give of ourselves for others.” 

“Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each Sunday represents a "mini-Easter." 

This is why you will see the designation "Sunday in Lent" rather than "Sunday of Lent" in the naming of 

these Sundays. On each Lord's Day in Lent, while Lenten fasts continue, the reverent spirit of Lent is 

tempered with joyful anticipation of the Resurrection.” 

This Lenten Season I want to encourage you to prepare for the resurrection of the Messiah.  Maybe 

we should prepare too for our own resurrection from our locked down world?  How will we emerge?  

Will we emerge negative and soured or will we be resurrected, ready to share the power and pres-

ence of Christ with the world?  Repent.  Anticipate.  Be ready to proclaim to all the world that Jesus 

Christ has risen and we have been made new in Him!   
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                                               CLERK’S CORNER 
The JPC Session met on December 15, 2021 for its final stated meeting of 

2020.  They also met on January 12, 2021 for a called meeting to discuss a 

recommendation from the JPC Re-Opening Task Force.  Here are the high-

lights from those meetings, as well as other important updates: 

 

● Based on positive cases of COVID 19 in the community and the church, the Re -

Opening Task Force recommended and Session approved that indoor/in person 

worship be paused through February 14.  Session will address this again at their Stated meeting sched-

uled for February 16th.  
● Outdoor, drive-in worship services will continue on Sundays at 9:00am.  Virtual Services will continue 

on Sundays at 10:00am.   
● An outdoor, candlelight Christmas Eve service was held in the JPC parking lot at 5pm on December 

24, 2020.  
● Resource Management reported a positive balance at the end of year. Pledges are still being accepted 

for 2021. Please prayerfully consider submitting yours if you have yet to do so.  

● Outreach supported over 160 children for Christmas, in addition to extra food offerings this year.   

● Both buses have been sold.  

● Congregational Life sponsored a Christmas Luncheon for the Church and pre-school staff. 

● The JPC Youth served food to the homeless.  
● The Live-Streaming equipment is being installed and preparations are being made to begin using it 

very soon. 
● The 2020 staff Love Offering was the largest in recent memory -  our staff deserved it!  A special 

thanks to Pastor Jay for his leadership through this difficult year.   
● Joy Bags were taken to the shut-ins for Christmas, and Christmas cards were sent to members of the  

congregation on behalf of the church. 
● 13 Confirmands, who presented their statements of faith, were examined by the Session and received 

into membership at  the December 15th meeting.  These confirmands  were presented to the congre-

gation at the in person worship service held on December 20, 2020. Great job, everyone!  
● The Session examined the six new elders for the Class of 2023.  Three of these Elders were ordained, 

and all six were installed January 10, 2021 during the outdoor worship service. Pastor Jay commented 

on the sense of calling and commitment he saw in these individuals. The leadership team is strong for 

2021! 
●  The Church Nominating Committee has identified Brian Stroud as the Elder to fill the vacancy in 

Class of 2021.  The next step is for Brian to be elected  at the Congregational Meeting following out-
door worship on January 24, 2021.  His ordination/installation service is planned for January 31.  Please 

mark your calendars and make plans to attend both of these events. 
● At it’s called meeting on January 12, 2021, Session members voted on a new Clerk.  Krista Hannah 

was elected to serve as Clerk of Session for 2021.  On behalf of the Session, it is with GREAT gratitude 

that we thank Becky Brown for her outstanding commitment to our Session and church as a whole.   

 
Although we continue to sail on the unchartered waters of this pandemic, we shall continue to rise 

above each trial and tribulation we face as a community of faith, hope and love. As a church, we have 

accomplished things many would call impossible, all because we have such a wonderful congregation of 

dedicated, caring and generous people. I am blessed to be a part of the JPC Family and look forward to 

serving as your Clerk this year. 

 

Respectfully, in His name,  

Krista A Hannah 

Clerk of Session  
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January - February this year are major planning months for the JPC Community Gardeners.   We are of-
ficially part of the Outreach Ministry and will develop an organized donation schedule according to the 
times that organizations accept them.  We all know there is such a hunger for fresh food and we want to 
donate where it is needed most. 
 
We will continue to donate to Family Services, World Health Services, Lutheran Church Pantry and our 
own JPC Food Boxes. If you are not up for “gardening” we sure could use help delivering vegetables to 
these organizations at their acceptance times.  Do you have a favored organization you’d like to deliver 
vegetables from the JPC Community Garden? 
 
In November – December people accepting food boxes were treated to a variety of fresh greens, brocco-
li, cauliflower, brussel sprouts, sugar peas. 
 
Late February is time to plant cool weather vegetables.  In the ground and still lightly producing are 
swiss chard, spinach, kale.  We’ll be adding peas, collards, carrots, beets, white potatoes and sweet pota-
toes. 
 
Planting will be done in phases to have a continuous bounty available.  We better understand which veg-
etables grow well and in which beds. In addition we are going to track what is planted, when it sprouts, 
and when we start picking.  We are so blessed to have talented and experienced gardeners to make these 
decisions. 
 
Look at the picnic table!  Adrienne Woody and Nancy Seay did a beautiful job painting our new garden 
design on the table. 
 
Please contact Kathy Coolidge or Nancy Seay if you can help in the garden and/or transport vegetables. 
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Donation to JPC Music Fund  
in memorial of Barbara Priddy, Charlotte Griner’s  
sister, by  
Dot Russell 
 
Donation to JPC Outreach Endowment Fund 
In memorial of David Welder by 
Jim and Darryl Ray 
 
Donation to JPC/Hamil Kerr  
In memorial of John Parks by  
Katherine Chaney 
Laurel Purvis 
 
Donation to JPC Operating Fund 
In memorial of John Parks by 
Olene Mabe 
 
Donation to JPC Food Panty Fund 
In memorial of John Parks by  
Dot Russell 
 
Donation to JPC Outreach Endowment Fund  
In memorial of John Parks by 
Loyce Lesley 
Al and Kathy Van Dorp 
Jim and Darryl Ray 
 
Donation to Outreach/Medical Supply Closet Fund 
In memorial of Judith Cates by  
Hugh Cates   

Donation to JPC Food Pantry Fund 
In Honor of Joan Brisley by 
Jon Brisley 
 
Donation to Avery Snead Preschool Scholarship Fund 
In honor April Bolick by 
Herb and Cheryl Bolick 
 
Donation to Lane Pleasants Scholarship Fund  
In honor of Bill, Clarajo & Jim Pleasants by 
Jim and Marcia Pleasants 
 
Donation to JPC Love Offering Fund  
In memorial of Johnnie Bryant by 
Michael Bryant 
 
Donation to JPC Food Panty Fund 
In honor of John and Christine Russell by  
Dot Russell 
 
Donation to JPC Food Pantry Fund 
In memorial of Harold McCray, Wayne McCray’s father, 
by 
Anne Barts 
 

DONATIONS 

The Church Nominating Committee will be presenting Brian Stroud at the Congregational Meeting 

on January 24th, to fill the unexpired vacancy in the Class of 2021. 

 

Brian Stroud has been a member of JPC for over 10 years. He graduated 

from UNC-Chapel Hill where he double majored in Management & So-

ciety and Religious Studies. During his time at JPC has been a recipient 

of the Lane Pleasants Memorial Scholarship, served as the Interim Di-

rector of Youth Ministries, VBS Coordinator, and served on the 50th 

Anniversary Committee. Brian is excited to take this next step in mem-

bership at JPC and serve on session. Both of Brian’s parents, Randy and 

Eileen, served as Elders at their old church and Brian is ready to follow 

in their footsteps. Brian is currently employed as Activity Director for 

Independent Living at River Landing at Sandy Ridge and is blessed that 

he is able to see so many church members daily at work. Brian enjoys 

spending time with friends and family.   
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Happy New Year!  

 
FROGS have missed being together due to Covid! We will meet Wednesday, 

February 17 from 4:30 to 5:30 pm.  We will have a Lenten program. Please 

wear a mask.  Temperature checks and health questions will apply. Please re-

spond to jpckids1@gmail.com by February 15 if you can attend. Hope to 

see you then! 

FROGS 

January is About Outreach! 
 
This month we have a two opportunities for our youth to get involved with 
Outreach.  
 
Wednesday, January 27th is the JPC Blood Drive. We are looking for youth to 
run the refreshment table for the blood donors. Please contact Pastor Casey 
or Kim Schoepske for info.  
 
On Sunday, January 31st, JPC youth will be once again taking part in Sunday  
Serve in Center City Park in Greensboro. We will be serving taco soup and 
subs to the homeless community. This is a great way to give back and make a 
difference in the lives of those that need assistance! Please let Pastor Casey 
know if you will be able to attend! 
 
jamestownpastorcasey@gmail.com 
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In the midst of a global pandemic and extraordinary turmoil, there are still so many signs 

of hope in the people and promise of America. Joanne and I see them almost every day.  

We are blessed by the kindness of our JPC cooks. They are not just GREAT cooks, but 

truly good and caring people. The meals they prepare reveal the gracious hearts of our 

home cooks. Many, many thanks. 

 
Your continued prayers for all of our friends on the prayer list touch so many of our 

members;  healing and showing the love of the Lord.  Friends, check on your friends so 

we will know when some “good old JPC love” is needed.  

 

Joanne and I praise God for each one of you. 

 

May God continue to richly bless JPC, friends and family.   

 

-Mary Brooke 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 
Please Join us this Sunday for a drive-in congregational meeting. This is a busy meeting 

and we really need a quorum present so please prayerfully consider and make an effort 

to attend!    

  

The purposes of this meeting are:  

 
-Approve the terms of call for the Rev. Cassandra Riker and the Rev. Dr. Jay Smith for 

2021 

-Elect Church Nominating Committee Members   

-Thank outgoing CNC Members 

-Elect Brian Stroud as Ruling Elder for a one year term 

-Present the 2021 budget to the congregation  

-Pastor Jay's Sabbatical update  

  
The congregational meeting will begin immediately after the conclusion of the 9AM 

service. Tune your car radio to 87.9 to be able to hear both the service and the meet-

ing. We will probably vote by honks and are still working on how you will ask questions! 

Please be patient with us. Also please make every effort to attend!   

 



Visit us on the Web 
www.jamestownprez.org 

 
CHURCH STAFF 
 
Rev. Dr. Jay Smith, Pastor 
 jamestownpastorjay@gmail.com 

Rev. Casey Riker, Associate Pastor   

 jamestownpastorcasey@gmail.com 

Rev. Judy Fitchett, Parish Associate for Pastoral Care 

  jbfitchett@gmail.com 

Mrs. Sammie Braxton, Children’s Coordinator  

  jpckids1@gmail.com 

Dr. Jon Brotherton, Director of Music Ministries  

 brothertonj@greensboro.edu 

Ms. Donna Brotherton, Director of Contemporary Music  & Organist 

 donna.brotherton@gmail.com 

Mr. Chris Henry, Assistant Director of Chancel Choir 
 ncmusicman.ch@gmail.com 

Mrs. Tara Daniel, Financial Secretary 

 taradanieljpc@gmail.com 

Mrs. Jen McNamara, Administrative Assistant  

 jamestownprezoffice@gmail.com 

Mrs. April Bolick, Director of Preschool 

  jpcpreschool@gmail.com 

 

 

 

   

Jamestown Presbyterian Church
   
1804 Guilford College Road 
      
Jamestown NC  27282  


