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SESSION  
 
Class of 2020 
Becky Brown 
Amanda Coles 
Linda Honeycutt 
Betty McCray 
Kerry Miller 
Rob Mitchell 
 
Class of 2021 
Mary Brooke Guernier 
Ricki Hall 
Kim Schoepske 
Charles Stanfield 
Michelle Wentz 
George Wissmiller 
 
Class of 2022 
Chip Cromartie 
Lenny Dean 
Gary Fulp 
Joanne Graham 
Karen Johnson 
Danielle King 

 
FROM PASTOR JAY     

   DEPENDENTLY INDEPENDENT  
 

As a child I used to love the 4th of July.  In my community we would often walk to a large hill and sit 

and watch the fireworks.  As I got older, I remember going downtown to watch the big fireworks in 

Pittsburgh.  With no offense meant to any other town and their fireworks, when I say big, I mean 

BIG!  They would have them cascading like waterfalls from bridges, launched off the top of skyscrap-

ers, and shot from barges in the middle of all three rivers.  The reason behind this is that Pittsburgh 

is the home of Zambelli International, the largest fireworks display outfit in the world.  They were 

founded in Italy in the late 19th century and since migrating to western Pennsylvania in the 1960’s 

Pittsburgh has been the fireworks capital of the world!   

 

This summer most cities and towns have canceled their fireworks and fourth of July events to keep 

people from being tempted to forget about social distancing and to gather too closely.  I guess we 

can just add that to the list of things that are not going to happen this year. My family recently had 

our summer vacation canceled by the big mouse himself.  Mickey informed us that his cruise ships 

would not be going anywhere and truthfully, I am not sure I would have gotten on a cruise ship any-

way?  If we start to add it all up, we can find ourselves disappointed quickly.  If we allow disappoint-

ment to overwhelm us it can lead to bitterness, resentment, and even depression. The 4th of July is 

also known as Independence Day.  This is, of course, the day that the colonies declared independ-

ence from England. 

   

Since then we have longed to be independent.  In fact, we push kids towards independence.  We 

often fail to acknowledge we need someone because we are afraid, it will be seen as weak.  The 

current pandemic has reminded me of both my independence and my dependence on others.  I have 

been doing almost all of the shopping for my family.  It has been fun to try new meals, recipes, and 

to play the lottery, of what will you find, every time I go into a store.  Even at the church I have 

learned how to do some things that used to get done by others.  I am learning to be more inde-

pendent about some things. 

  

The flip side of that coin is the recognition of my dependence of others.  I miss people.  I have even 

made friends with grade school friends and neighborhood kids from my childhood to increase my 

circle of people that I can text with or communicate with on Facebook.  During COVID-19 I have 

learned that I miss the gym more than I thought I would, even if my attendance there was sporadic 

at best.  I miss the same people asking me the same question every Sunday morning at church!  I 

miss the Pirates in last place every summer.  By now, in July they are usually many games behind the 

Cardinals, Cubs, Brewers, and even the Reds!  The July baseball debate for me is not whether they 

will be good, but will they have a bad year (100 losses), a decent year (81 losses), or a great year 

(less than 80 losses)!      

 

This struggle between independence and dependence can be seen in our relationship with God too.  

You see, in that independence there is a dependence on God.  In fact, I would argue that the more 

we recognize our dependence on God the freer we can be!  I read an article years ago that ex-

plained this.  It said, “It is, in fact, our God-derived ability that enables individuals to be self-reliant. 

God creates the real, spiritual man in His own likeness, and He sustains His offspring. God's tender 

love, reflected by His children, also moves us to support one another's independence at times when 

we can't manage all on our own. This mutual caring at the heart of Christian living expresses God's 

own cherishing of His creation. Receivers as well as the givers of such care can recognize its origin 

as divine. Then, instead of personal dependence they can find the divine support that is freeing.” 

 

It said about Jesus, “Christ Jesus never claimed to be self-sufficient or to have a ``mind of his own.'' 

Yet no one was freer. He demonstrated the true independence that comes from utter reliance on 

God. He continually subordinated a personal outlook to the Christ, his spiritual sonship with God--

and we see the results recorded in the Bible as healing that freed multitudes!” 

 

In the Bible, Peter assures us, ``Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that 

He may exalt you in due time: casting all your care upon Him; for He cares for you'' (I Peter 5:6, 7). 

Depending on God's care gives us lasting independence.  This month as we wait to see what will 

happen with school in the fall, our freedoms in terms of restrictions placed on our lives, and the 

celebration of our nation’s independence remember that it is your dependence on God that sets 

you free in this world! 

JULY 2020 
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To our JPC Family: 
 
My daughters and I were so touched and very much appreciated the love, kind-
ness, cards, flowers, food and prayers that everyone provided to us during this sad time of  
losing Louise. Thank you to our wonderful church family.  

      -Ross Ramsay 

I want to express my deep appreciation for the prayers, many lovely cards and phone calls 

from my friends at JPC after the death of my sister, Eunice.  It means so much to me and 

my family and It's heartwarming to be a part of such a caring church family.  Thank each of 

you for your love and concern. 

 

Be blessed, 

-Betty Johnson 

Dear All- 
 
Miss you and thanks for keeping me on the email list! All is well here– having a major time with 
Cal!  I wish health, peace and joy for all of you! 
 
Love,  
Pam Werstlein 

Join us Sundays in July for outdoor worship!  
 
-9AM near the picnic shelter 
-This will be an abbreviated service much like Easter Sunrise 
-There will be an option to sit in chairs or stay in cars 
-We will be following CDC guidelines so: 
 We will limit outdoor seating to 25. There will be a signup genius available for you to 
 reserve your spot.  First come, first serve 
-If you are going to be out of your car please wear a mask!  Remember masks show love for 
 others!   
-This will be an abbreviated service.  Please use the bathroom before you leave home as the 
 building will not be open for facilities.   
 
**If you are uncomfortable with gathering, don’t feel well, or you don’t want to wear a mask 
 please enjoy our virtual services every Sunday at 10AM!   
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LOVING OTHERS 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

My heart is heavy with the pandemic of Covid-19 and with the pandemic of fear and injustice. 
The world is calling for systemic change. In my mind, systemic change begins at home - in families - 

whatever a family looks like for you.  Churches, schools, and other organizations can help bring about 

change but the foundation begins at home. Right now we all happen to be at home because we can't be 
together safely in any other configuration.  Remember that small children are affected by this crisis and 

are listening (we used to call my baby sister "the sponge" because even at 3 yrs old she took in every-

thing).  Remember that if you are an adult and "set in your ways", it may be time to change. I realize 

that your time at home may be busier as you may be working from and teaching your children from 

home.  There is always time for what is important and for what lasts a lifetime and beyond. 

 

Here are some suggestions for families to affect change: 

 
1. Begin each day holding hands (after washing, of course) as a family and praying as simply as thanking 

God for the day and the time to be together. Ask God to help us listen for His voice today in all we 

do.  Pray for leadership that is equal for all. Ask a special blessing for those you know who are suffering 

by name. 
2. Talk with your children about bullying in any form - physical, verbal, cyber, social. Make clear that 

bullying is not acceptable. I can recommend some articles if you will email me. 
3. Talk about prejudice with your children. Trace your own genealogy and realize how fortunate you 

may be to include so many ethic groups in your background. If you happen to find a "horse thief" or 

Nazi (as a friend of mine did), be determined that change begins with you.  Share all of this with your 

children. 
4. When Covid clears, consider being a mentor to a child in a diverse situation.  Remember to learn 

from each other and not be superior in any way. 
5. Wherever you are, listen to each other's stories with an empathic ear always striving to make a dif-

ference. 
6. Keep on being of service and volunteering as JPC does so well.  Always include your children in 

these efforts. 
7. Use your manners and open a door for others, say "please" and "thank you" and "may I".  Make eye 

contact with others and wave. Your eyes smile even under a mask. 
8. Set your mind to say, "Behold, a Child of God." to every person you meet and teach your child to 

do that. 
9. End each day as a family listening to or reading a Bible story.  Ask each family member to say two 

things they are thankful for that day. 

 

Be overjoyed in your time together as some people don't have that.  Thank God for your day. 

 
Friends, studies show that it takes 21 days of doing something daily to form a new habit. It is possible 

to change the world - one day at a time with God's help! 

 

God loves you and so do I,      

Grammie Sammie 
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YAY!!!!  We are going to have an outdoor FROG event on Wednesday, July 15!! 

 
Mark your calendars for 2 pm on the 15th and meet at the shelter.  Bring your facemask if you have 

one but we've got one for you if you forget. We will share  a devotional, how our summer has been, 

what our thoughts are about COVID, and play GAGA BALL. I will have individual icee pops for you 

and hand sanitizer!  Parents please pick up at 3:30 pm. And no extra friends for this one please be-

cause we are trying to keep numbers within COVID levels.   Can't wait to see you!!!! 

     

     Love, Grammie Sammie 

FROGS 

ONE FUN EVENTS 

Senior High 

We will be having our ONE FUN EVENT on Saturday, July 18th! Paintball, here we 

come! We will be meeting at JPC at 9:00 am. Please contact Pastor Casey if you are 

interested and have not signed up yet! 

Middle School 

Information will be forthcoming, but please save the date of July 14th at 6:30 pm 

for your One Fun Event!  

CONGRATULATIONS TO SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
 
On June 12th, four members of JPC rang the doorbell at the homes of three of 

our graduating seniors and presented these deserving young people with one of 

the Lane Pleasants Scholarships in the amount of $2,000 to each of them. 

 

                         The winners were: 

 

Tatiana Frontera, daughter of Carlos and Maribel Ramos 

Madison Underwood, daughter of Matt and Amy Underwood 

Lanie VanDorp , daughter of Bud and Amy VanDorp 

 

Appreciation is expressed to committee members Ricki Hall, Charles Stanfield, Brian Stroud and the 

Pleasants.  Watch for an article in the Jamestown News about these fine JPC young people!   
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JPC COMMUNITY GARDEN AT JOY HOUSE 
We are busy weeding, mulching and harvesting in the garden.  Our garden is nurturing to those of us 

who work in it.  We laugh, talk and enjoy each others company.  The garden is big enough to social dis-

tance. Once a week we donate to Church World Services (for our immigrant families) or Family Ser-

vices of the Piedmont.  We break the harvest up into approximately 15 bags for distribution.  We have 

donated carrots, peas, onions, swiss chard, kale, zucchini, and squash.  I hope you are as impressed with 

our production as I (the author) am.  Be very proud of what JPC does to feed our community. 

 
 
  

RECIPE NAME :   Roasted Zucchini     SERVES:  4-6 
 

-1 1/2 lbs. zucchini, cut lengthwise into wedges (about 3 medium zucchini) 

-1/2 cup freshly grated Parmesan 

-1 teaspoon dried herbs - thyme, oregano, basil, rosemary, etc… 

-1/2 teaspoon EACH paprika and garlic powder 

-Salt and pepper, to taste 

-2 tablespoons olive oil  

 

*Optional: cayenne pepper, can be added to spice mix, if you like heat.  

 

Preheat oven to 400° F. Line baking sheet with parchment or aluminum foil. Spray with 

non-stick cooking spray. Set aside. In bowl, combine Parmesan, dried herbs, paprika and 

garlic powder salt and pepper, to taste.  Toss the zucchini with olive oil and roll in par-

mesan/herb mixture to coat all sides. Place zucchini onto prepared baking sheet. Sprinkle 

with extra parmesan/herb mixture if needed. Bake until crisp, about 15 minutes. Then 

broil for 2-3 minutes, or until golden brown. Serve warm. 

 

       FROM THE KITCHEN OF:  Alicia Caldwell 
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Hello JPC, 

I just wanted to take a moment to publicly thank everyone who has made me feel so welcome here 

at JPC. The housewarming party was unbelievable, and I am so grateful to be surrounded by such a 

loving community. Thank you for the generous gifts and the kind cards. I enjoyed looking over your 

picture and learning new facts about you and your families. I have enjoyed chatting with people who 

have stopped by to say “Hi,” and a big thank you to those who have had to introduce themselves 

to me more than once. The masks create an extra obstacle as I try to remember names and faces! 

Be assured that my new home is nice, and toasty thank you all of you. I feel so blessed to be a part 

of this JPC family! 

 

Please feel free to reach out to me at jamestownpastorcasey@gmail.com or 724-799-4976. If you 

text, please let me know who you are in your message! Thanks!!! 

      -Casey 

Donation to JPC Food Pantry  
In memory of Jean Straub, Susan Straub’s mother, 
by 
Monroe & Linda Daniels 
 
Donation to Jamestown Presbyterian Church 
In memory of Ferdinand Carson by  
Clayon & Esther Carpenter 
 
Donation to JPC Outreach Endowment Fund 
In memory of Dot Benson 
In memory of Ferdinand Carson by 
Jo Brech 
 
Donation to JPC Music Fund  
in memory of Betty Johnson’s sister, Eunice Splawn, 
in memory of Louise Ramsay by  
Jo Brech  

Donation to JPC Food Pantry Fund 
In memory of Bob Benson by 
Shawn Nollen 
 
Donation to JPC Music Fund 
In memory of Louise Ramsay by 
Wayne & Betty McCray 
 
Donation to JPC Food Pantry (Feeding Lisa’s Kids)  
In honor of Barbara Auman by 
Sunny Vitello 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATIONS 
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Please don’t forget that 50th Anniversary Pledges are 

due by December 31, 2020. Thank you! 

 
 

Congregational Life Committee Thanks You! 
 

Congregational Life would like to thank all the people who came out to make our two June 
events such a success this month. 
 
Our first event was the June 13th graduation celebration parade for 5th, 8th, 12th grade and 
college graduates, as well as a thank you event for Brian Stroud for his 2 years of service 
working with the JPC youth.  We had a great turn out, and the graduates and Brian appreci-
ated the cards and goodies that members of the congregation provided.  Special thanks to 
Jane Hogan, who made multiple trips to Party City to order and get the balloons for us, and 
for Joanne and Bob Vitelli who helped her get them to the church.  A lot of you provided 
cards or goodie bags for the graduates, and they were all blown away by their big grocery 
bags filled with cards and gifts.  You all were so generous!  To those who loaned us your 
tents to put up to house each graduate, thank you!  To Pastor Jay, Bill and Clarajo Pleas-
ants, Rob and Paulette Mitchell, and Danielle and Scott King who came early to put up 
those tents despite a blustery wind, thank you!  To Jen McNamara and her ace team of art-
ists Emma McNamara and Lexi Honeycutt who designed and created the posters for the 
graduates, thank you!  To Wayne McCray who fastened stakes to each poster and then 
drove them into a very rocky ground that windy morning, thank you!  It took a lot of hands 
on deck to make our event successful, and we couldn't have done it without your help. 
 
The next afternoon, June 14th, we hosted a housewarming party for our new associate pas-
tor, Casey Riker.  Anne Wright and her "flower girls" Joanne Miller and Jane Hogan did a 
great job putting flowers in mason jars that Joanne Graham shared with us.  The picnic 
shelter really looked festive, with a jar of beautiful flowers on each table!  Thank you, la-
dies!  With the virus, it wasn't our usual home baked goodies, but who could complain over 
Little Debbie snack cakes, individual bags of chips, bottled water and canned soft drinks?  It 
was an afternoon of guilty pleasures!  Casey got a lot of wonderful, generous gifts, and I 
know she felt welcomed into the JPC family!  We are so glad she is here, and we were 
overjoyed to be able to celebrate her arrival. 
 
The virus may have slowed us down, but we haven't stopped celebrating the wonderful 
people and the connection we have here at JPC! 



Visit us on the Web 
www.jamestownprez.org 

 
CHURCH STAFF 
 
Rev. Dr. Jay Smith, Pastor 
 jamestownpastorjay@gmail.com 

Ms. Casey Riker, Associate Pastor (pending Ordination)  

 jamestownpastorcasey@gmail.com 

Rev. Judy Fitchett, Parish Associate for Pastoral Care 

  jbfitchett@gmail.com 

Mrs. Sammie Braxton, Children’s Coordinator  

  jpckids1@gmail.com 

Dr. Jon Brotherton, Director of Music Ministries  

 brothertonj@greensboro.edu 

Ms. Donna Brotherton, Director of Contemporary Music  & Organist 

 donna.brotherton@gmail.com 

Mr. Chris Henry, Assistant Director of Chancel Choir 
 ncmusicman.ch@gmail.com 

Mrs. Tara Daniel, Financial Secretary 

 taradanieljpc@gmail.com 

Mrs. Jen McNamara, Administrative Assistant  

 jamestownprezoffice@gmail.com 

Mrs. April Bolick, Director of Preschool 

  jpcpreschool@gmail.com 
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