
     DatamarWeek 
East Coast South America trade, shipping and infrastructure 

Week 202003   14 January 2020 

 
 

     
São Paulo +55-11-3588-3033 

www.datamar.com.br   datamarweek@datamar.com.br 

Main news 
 
See below the top 50 ranking of OTIs (Ocean Transport 
Intermediaries) operating in Brazil in the January to 
November 2019 period, based on DataLiner data. 
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Brazil’s Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and Supply, Tereza 
Cristina, has said the possible impact of the United States – 
Iran crisis on Brazilian exports should be carefully 
monitored. “It’s too early to say, it’s a tense moment for the 
whole world, but it hasn’t affected us yet,” she said. 
 
A study by Datamar, based on MDIC data, found that Iran is 
Brazil’s 12th largest trading partner, importing 8.6 billion tons of 
products by sea. The top Brazilian trading partners is China, 
followed by the United States, Japan, the Netherlands, Malaysia, 
South Korea, Spain, Russia, Argentina, Canada and Oman. 

 
Source: Datamar 
 
Brazil is the largest exporter of corn to Iran. According to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, sales amount to about US $ 1 billion, 
which amounts to about half of the trade balance between the two 
countries. In addition to corn, which accounts for 61% of the 
volume, other products traded are soybeans (25%), sugar (7%) 
and fertilizers (6%). 
 
Datamar’s study also pointed out that Iran accounts for 1.4% of 
Brazil’s total trade in 2019, and that Brazilian exports represent 
94% of the volume traded between the two nations. 
 
Perhaps the most noteworthy point raised by Datamar is that the 
volume traded between Brazil and Iran has grown 51% over the 
last five years. 
 

 
Source: Datamar 

 
Tereza Cristina acknowledges that there is apprehension among 
Brazilian farmers, but that “for the moment we have no reason to 
say that there was any kind of retaliation” by Iran against Brazil, 
she said. “The Arab countries, not only Iran, need a secure supply 
of food and Brazil is one of the countries that can provide this 
security,” she said. “Brazil is a great granary, we hope this issue 
settles down as soon as possible and that Brazilian agriculture can 
continue to produce and contribute to domestic and global 
supplies,” he said. 
 
Tereza Cristina also recalled that Iran is a major importer of corn 
and soybeans, but that Brazil continues to find new markets. “We 
can’t put all our eggs in one basket,” she said. “We look forward to 
continuing to export to Iran, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait, and new markets in Asia, as well as China, with 
its large population and high growth rates,” she said. “These are 
countries that have import potential because they need large 
amounts of food. What the Ministry of Agriculture does is to seek 
to keep its options open: opening new markets, not putting all the 
eggs in one basket,” she emphasized. 
 
 
Ports, terminals and infrastructure 
 
Since December 1, 2019, the São Francisco do Sul Bulk 
Terminal (TGSFS), hitherto operated by CIDASC – Santa 
Catarina Integrated Agricultural Development Company, is 
now managed by SCPar Port of São Francisco do Sul. 
 
The move was an election campaign promise made by the 
governor of Santa Catarina, Carlos Moisés, to modernize and 
improve the efficiency of the bulk terminal as well as port 
management and operations. 
 
Works to restore depth were completed this week at the 
berths of Barnabé Island, in the Port of Santos. Testing of 
depth -known as bathymetry – will be performed to confirm 
the results. Tomorrow, 09/01, removal of excess sediment 
will begin in the Alemoa berths. The forecast is for the works 
to be completed by February 20th. 
 
The services are being performed by the Dutch company Van 
Oord Maritime Operations, hired by the National Department of 
Transport Infrastructure (Dnit) of Brazil’s Ministry of 
Infrastructure. Two vessels are being used to provide the service. 
 
According to the agency, between December 20 and February 20, 
1.8 million cubic meters of sediment should be dredged from the 
Barnabé Island and Alemoa. The sediment will be removed from 
the navigation channel and berths that have suffered from the 
siltation. 
 
Navigation Channel Grant Studies - The Santos Port Authority 
(SPA), received three studies regarding the possible concession of 
the Port of Santos navigation channel. The studies were provided 
in response to a notice published by SPA in June / 2019, requested 
with a deadline of Monday, January 6. The idea is that the SPA will 
be able to understand which parameters to set for the modeling of 
an eventual concession of the Port of Santos access channel. 
 
Eight of the 16 companies authorized by SPA to conduct and 
provide the studies were involved in the work handed in. One 
study was delivered by Boskalis do Brasil Dragagem e Serviços 
Maritimos Ltda, while the other two were involved in consortia. 
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The first group consisted of DTA Engenharia Ltda, Jan De Nul do 
Brazil Dragagem Ltda and Leonardo SpA; the next one consisted 
of Terrafirma Consultoria Empresarial e de Design Ltda, 
Dragabras Dragagem Services Ltda, CPEA – Consulting, Planning 
and Environmental Studies Ltda and Veirano Advogados. 
 
The documents delivered will be evaluated by the SPA, said 
President Casemiro Tércio Carvalho: “We will evaluate the 
contributions to elaborate a model and, from there, decide if it will 
be an isolated concession or if the proposal will be incorporated 
into the port administration privatization project” . According to 
Tércio, “the most important aspect lies with the parameters for 
management of channel efficiency. The goal is to have more ship 
movements per day”. 
 
The Cáceres River Port, located in the state of Mato Grosso, is 
expected to resume operations in the first half of 2020, 
nearly eight years after being decommissioned. The 
information comes from the governor of Mato Grosso, Mauro 
Mendes. 
 
According to Mendes, a work plan has been agreed with the local 
soybean producers’ association so that the port and, 
consequently, navigation of the stretch of the Paraguay-Paraná 
waterway, between Cáceres and Puerto Quijarro, in Bolivia, will 
be reopened. 
 
Cáceres Mayor Francis Maris, has said the reactivation of the port 
will bring benefits to the entire state of Mato Grosso. “To give you 
an idea, for every ton of soybeans carried by the Paraguay River, 
there is a saving of 100 dollars, according to a study by the Mato 
Grosso Institute of Agricultural Economics. This will add more 
income to producers. It will also be possible to import agricultural 
products such as urea and potassium at a lower cost,” said the 
mayor. 
 
Once the port is operational, the next step will be the creation of 
an Export Free Zone, the feasibility of which is currently under 
analysis by a number of consultants. 
 
According to Matías Laso, general manager of DP World San 
Antonio, in Chile, the terminal is expected to move 20% less 
cargo in 2020 compared to 2019. The contraction should be 
felt in imports of retail products and vehicles, among other 
goods. 
 
“We started 2019 very well, with a growth rate of over 10% and 
high productivity, highlighting our safety and training. The 
successful arrival of ships and cruises confirm this was the case. 
Later in the year, unfortunately, we lost some services that 
stopped coming to our country, a situation that worsened during 
the strikes of October and November. Furthermore, some services 
switched to Valparaiso ”, said Laso. 
 
The Itaqui Port has started 2020 by performing maintenance 
dredging in its berths 100 to 104. This is being done by EMAP, 
the Maranhense Port Administration company. This 
maintenance is one of many that aim at preparing the 
infrastructure of the port for the future establishment of new 
terminals, and the second fase of development of the Maranhão 
Grain Terminal (Tegram). 
 
“The Port of Itaqui must be prepared to meet even greater 
demands after the record-breaking year of 2019, where 25 million 
tons of throughput were registered. This represented an increase 

of over 12% compared to 2018, but looking ahead we expect to 
reach 14 million tons of grain throughput, due to the development 
of the second fase of the Tegram terminal, and 3.5 million tons of 
fertiliser throughput, due to the new and improved structure of 
COPI’s terminal”, says Ted Lago, the president of Itaqui Port. 
 
Itaqui Port has also planned structural restoration works for their 
berths and maintenance work for their fenders. As well as road, 
electrical, and fire-fighting maintenance, among others. 
 
The dredging is expected to be complete in January and will be 
performed by the Rohde Nielsen company. Itaqui’s eight berths 
are between 13 and 19 meters deep, which allows for the mooring 
of large ships. 
 
Shipping 
 
CMA CGM, Cosco Shipping, Evergreen and OOCL launched 
their new Ocean Alliance Day 4 product on January 9, seeking 
to strengthen theIr service offerings starting from April. 
 
The new service will offer its customers more port calls, more 
direct connections and better transit times, strengthening their 
competitiveness, according to their press release. Customers will 
benefit from an optimized and increasingly tailored service 
offering. The product covers the use of 325 container ships, 38 
services and an estimated carrying capacity of about 3.8 million 
TEUs. 
 
Ocean Alliance’s enhanced product offers a comprehensive cross-
Pacific trade service offering 19 services; a strong offer between 
Asia and Europe with 7 services; a large supply between Asia and 
the Mediterranean with 4 services; 2 transatlantic services 
connecting northern Europe to the east coast of the United States 
and the Gulf of Mexico. In addition, it is the only alliance offering 4 
services between Asia and the Middle East, 2 services in Asia and 
the Red Sea. 
 
A study by the Development and Studies Management (GDE in 
Portuguese), part of ANTAQ’s Performance, Development and 
Sustainability Superintendence (SDS) indicates that the 
capacity of the cabotage container fleet reached 76.2% in 
August last year. 
 
Data from the Port Performance System (SDP) indicated a 28% 
growth in cabotage from 2010 to 2018, jumping from 
approximately 127 million tons to 163 million tons. In this period, 
the highlight lies with container shipping, which has grown 
systematically since 2010, and registered a market share of 18.1% 
in 2018 consolidating its position as the second largest cabotage 
cargo type, second only to liquid bulk. 
 
When analyzing the evolution of container tonnage used in 
cabotage services, considering the first semester of each year of 
the historical series – 2010 to 2018, a growth of 204% can be seen 
over the period, with an acceleration in the first semester of 2019 
in relation to the first half of 2018, with a 24.7% increase in the 
tonnage carried. 
 
This behavior can be explained, in part, as a consequence of the 
truck driver strike in May 2018 and the subsequent establishment 
of the road freight table, which made cabotage transport more 
attractive to cargo owners. The full version of the study will be 
available soon on the ANTAQ website. 
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Petrobras has suspended transit of its ships through the 
Strait of Hormuz, the major oil transportation corridor 
located between the Gulf of Oman and the Persian Gulf, due to 
tension between the United States and Iran. 
 
According to a statement issued by the company, “Petrobras 
routinely evaluates changes in the routes of its vessels in order to 
avoid navigation in areas that pose a risk to the safety of its 
operations. The company evaluated this scenario and, along with 
the Brazilian Navy, it has decided to avoid transits through the 
Strait of Hormuz at the moment. Such a change will not have any 
impact on fuel supply in Brazil. Local developments continue to be 
monitored and evaluated.” 
 
Maersk Tankers is launching a new standalone digital service 
aimed at reducing vessel CO2 emissions and optimizing 
shipping operations. 
 
The yet to be named business will be responsible for developing 
and selling SimBunker software to vessel owners and managers in 
the shipping industry to help drive up efficiency of vessel 
operations. The efficiency gains will result in a reduction in CO2 
emissions, supporting the current efforts of the shipping industry 
to move towards more sustainable development and increased 
vessel productivity. 
 
SimBunker optimizes ship fuel costs, which can represent up to 
60% of total voyage costs, determining optimal solutions for 
factors such as speed, and route. Software developed at Maersk 
Tankers will be marketed as a new business. 
 
2019 was a successful year for Bolivia's international trade 
through the Paraguay-Paraná waterway, according to Rafael 
Rivas, technical manager of the Santa Cruz Exporters 
Chamber (Cadex). A total of 1.3 million tons of export and 
import cargo were transported via the river. 
 
According to Rivas, in 2018, 1.1 million tons were transported via 
the waterway. 
 
In 2019, the main products exported via the river were soybeans 
and its derivatives, beans, sesame seeds and beef. 
 
Grain 
 
According to the Secretariat of Commerce and International 
Relations of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Supply 
(Mapa), foreign sales of Brazilian agricultural commodities 
registered US $ 96.8 billion last year, representing 43.2% of 
Brazil’s total exports. This is an increase from 2018 where 
agribusiness accounted for 42.3% of total exports. 
 
The biggest agricultural exports were corn, meat and cotton. Corn 
registered a record volume of 43.25 million tons, breaking the 
2017 record of 29.25 million tons. 
 
The total exports volume in 2019 was 4.3% lower compared to 
2018. “This drop was due to the fall in the Brazilian agribusiness 
export price index, which fell 6.9% in 2019. This decrease was 
offset by an increase of 2.7% in the quantum index of exports, the 
equivalent of a 2.7% increase in 2019 export volume “, says an 
announcement from the Secretariat. 
 
 

Agroconsult released this Thursday, 09/09, a forecast of corn 
production in Brazil in the 2019/20 crop. According to the 
consultancy, there should be a 1.3% decrease in grain 
production compared to the previous cycle record, totaling 
101.6 million tons. 
 
Even so, the total area planted with corn in Brazil should advance 
2% to 17.8 million hectares. The area of the second crop, which is 
the biggest in the country, should total 13 million hectares, 
growth of 3% over the previous cycle. 
 
The so-called “safrinha” is likely to affect numbers negatively 
reaching 74 million tons – 3.5% less than last season. This is 
because it must have a less favorable planting climate window 
compared to the previous season, when the work could be more 
advanced. 
 
According to the Systematic Survey of Agricultural 
Production (LSPA), released on January 8th, by Brazil’s 
Statistics and Geography Instituge, the IBGE, the crops of 
grains, cereals and legumes in 2019 and 2020 should set two 
consecutive records, reaching all-time highs. The harvests 
should reach 241.5 million tons in 2019, and 243.1 million tons in 
2020, exceeding the previous record set in 2017 at 238.4 million 
tons. 
 
There should be a growth of 1.7 million tons (0.7%) in 2020 
compared to 2019. Looking at the five most important products 
for the next crop, only corn has had its estimate lower than in 
2019, with a 10.4% drop. Other crops have all had increases 
forecast, such as cotton (2.7%), beans’ 1st crop (3.3%), rice 
(0.9%), corn‘s first crop (1.8%) and soybeans (7.8%). Worth 
noting that soybeans is estimated to set a new record in the IBGE 
historical series. 
 
The survey also provided estimates for the planted area and most 
crops will see increases, such as cotton (7.1%), beans’ 1st crop 
(2.1%), soybean (2.3%) and corn’s 1st crop (1.9%). Paddy rice 
will see a decrease of 2.1%, while corn’s 2nd crop will remain the 
same as the previous year. 
 
Estimates from consultants INTL FCStone indicate that 
Brazil’s first 2019/20 corn crop will be 3.4% lower than 
expected, reaching 25.75 million tons following a below-
average crop in Rio Grande do Sul due to hot weather and low 
rainfall. 
 
The forecast of the Rio Grande do Sul corn crop fell 20% 
compared to the previous forecast and is now estimated at 4.8 
million tons. 
 
The following graph, taken from from Datamar’s DataLiner data, 
shows corn exports per quarter since 2014: 
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Soy - FCStone also raised the forecast for Brazil’s 2019/20 
soybean crop to 121.76 million tons from 121.6 million tons in the 
previous estimate. 
 
Ores 
 
Atlantic Nickel, an Appian Brazil company, has made its first 
nickel concentrate sale from the Santa Rita mine, located in 
the municipality of Itagibá, in southern Bahia. The shipment 
of 10,000 tons should take place between January 15 and 25, 
per availability at the port of Ilhéus. The nickel was sold to 
Trafigura, one of the largest metal trading companies in the world. 
As part of the long-term agreement Atlantic Nickel will allocate 
part of its annual output to the trading company. 
 
In exchange Trafigura is offering a loan of $40.8 million dollars, 
which will allow Atlantic Nickel to leverage its operations at the 
Santa Rita mine, which resumed in October 2019. Paulo Castellari, 
CEO of Appian Brazil, an arm of the Private Equity Appian Capital 
Advisory fund said, “This is a milestone for our company and it 
shows the technical excellence of our team which has been able to, 
safely and responsibly, orchestrate our return to commercial 
production months ahead of schedule”. 
 
The fund acquired 100% of the mining company in 2018, when it 
was still known as Mirabela. After making investments in the 
processing plants, equipment acquisition, and restructuring the 
Santa Rita mine, Atlantic Nickel has resumed operations. The sale 
is just the first offtake agreement that Appian has sought to 
establish since the growing demand for sulphide nickel. 
 
Atlantic Nickel’s expectations are to reach full production capacity 
of around 120,000 tons by December 2020. “I remain confident in 
the Santa Rita mine investment. With a low operational cost and a 
long lifespan, the mine has great potential and we believe in the 
benefits that will come from the growing electric vehicle industry, 
in which nickel is vital,” says Paulo Castellari. 
 
Meat 
 
According to Scot Consultoria, the fires that hit Australia 
recently may lead to greater Brazilian beef exports to 
Indonesia in addition to live cattle shipments. “These fires 
are cyclical, but the fire has affected beef cattle and tends to 
undermine Australian performance in the international beef 
trade,” said company director Alcides Torres. 
 
According to the executive, estimates from the National Farmers 
Federation released by the Australian press indicate that since 
September an area of 6.3 million hectares has been burned, 
causing the loss of 100,000 head of cattle. 
 
The possibility of increasing Brazilian meat shipments to 
Indonesia, currently supplied by Australia, and trading live cattle, 
a segment in which Brazil also competes with Australians, 
boosted Minerva Foods ON assets in Tuesday’s session at B3, 
which rose 4.58%, leading the highs in the meat sector. 
 
In late August 2019, the Indonesian government approved beef 
imports from ten Brazilian meatpackers, and at the time, Minerva 
announced that it held five plants authorized to export to 
Indonesia. In the second half of the year, the first shipments were 
made to Australia. In 2018, Indonesia was responsible for 

importing approximately 150,000 tonnes of beef, with Australia 
supplying about 40% of this total. 
 
According to the Brazilian Association of Animal Protein 
(ABPA), exports of Brazilian poultry (considering all 
products, in natura and processed) grew in 2019 both in 
volume and revenues. 
 
In all, 4.212 million tons were exported in the year, 2.8% higher 
than in 2018, when 4.1 million tons were exported. 
 
In December alone, 391.9 thousand tons were shipped, 11.2% 
higher than the 352.5 thousand tons exported in December 2018. 
December’s numbers were the best out of all months in 2019. 
 
The below graph, based on Datamar’s DataLiner data, shows 
Brazilian exports of chicken, pork and beef from January 2015 to 
November 2019: 
 

 
 
In revenue terms, chicken sales in 2019 totaled $ 6.994 billion, 
6.4% higher than in 2018 which registered $ 6.570 billion. If we 
consider the month of December alone, exports grew 9.6%, 
totalling US $ 636 million, compared to US $ 580.1 million 
registered in December 2018. 
 
In 2019, China was the main destination for Brazilian chicken 
exports, with total imports of 585.3 thousand tons, 34% higher 
than in 2018, when 438 thousand tons were imported. In 
December alone, the Asian country imported 72,000 tons, 94% 
higher than in December 2018. 
 
Japan also increased its imports by 7% in 2019, reaching a total 
volume of 424 thousand tons. 
 
In the Middle East, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) stood out as 
the biggest importer, buying 341.1 thousand tons, 10% higher 
than the previous year. 
 
Yemen also increased its imports of chicken from Brazil, with a 
total of 105.9 thousand tons registered in 2019, an increase of 
24% compared to 2018. 
 
According to the Chinese government, the country’s pig 
population increased by 2.2% in December compared with 
the previous month, something of a victory following the 
outbreaks of African swine flu that devastated pigs across the 
country. 
 
According to official figures, China saw a reduction of nearly 40% 
in its pig population last year due to the disease. 
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Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Rural Affairs Yu Kangzhen said 
on Wednesday, January 8th, that a recovery had started in 
October and the pig population had already increased by 7% 
compared with September. 
 
Despite this recent rise however, Yu said that preventing further 
swine flu outbreaks is still a complex task and the biggest risk to 
the current recovery. 
 
Yu said that while the number of confirmed outbreaks had 
dropped, the virus had spread across the country and the risks 
were likely to increase with colder weather, which makes cleaning 
and disinfection operations more challenging. 
 
 
According to data released on 06/01 by the Brazilian 
Association of Animal Protein (ABPA), Brazilian pork sales 
(considering all products from fresh to processed) reached 
record volumes in 2019. In total, 750.3 thousand tons were 
shipped over the 12 months of last year. The number is 16.2% 
higher than in 2018, when 646 thousand tons were shipped. 
 
In December alone, 76 thousand tons were shipped, 35.1% higher 
than in December 2018, when 56.2 thousand tons were shipped. 
It is the largest monthly number ever recorded in the sector. 
 
In revenues, total sales reached US $ 1.597 billion, 31.9% higher 
than the result in 2018, when it reached US $ 1.2 billion. In 
December, sales reached $ 183.6 million – the highest monthly 
number ever achieved in the industry. 
 
The big boost for pork exports in 2019 came from sales to Asia – a 
region heavily impacted by African swine flu. China imported 
248.80 thousand tons from Brazil, 61% more than in 2018. 
Vietnam increased its imports by 82.6%, with a total of 13.54 
thousand tons in 2019. 
 
In South America, Uruguay was the main destination, with 40.48 
thousand tons imported, 12.8% higher compared to 2018. Chile 
was also a highlight, with imports of 44.54 thousand tons. In 
Eastern Europe, Russia imported 35.28 thousand tons. 
 
 
Other cargo 
 
According to Anfavea, Brazil’s National Association of 
Automotive Vehicle Manufacturers, vehicle exports fell 
31.9% in 2019 over the previous year, totaling 428.2 
thousand units. 
 
This drop is explained by the crisis in Argentina, the main 
destination of Brazilian vehicle exports. 
 
For 2020, Anfavea projects 7.3% growth in Brazilian car 
production, a 9.4% increase in the number of vehicles licensed, 
and an 11% drop in exports. 
 
 
The following table lists the entity’s main expectations for 2020: 
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