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Significant Achievements
Resident at McDonald Home Accomplishes Goals

Brandon Alfiero has turned his life around.
A resident of Blue Water Developmental Housing, Inc. 

McDonald Home in Armada, 24-year-old Brandon has 
recently made some significant changes in his life that have 
been positive changes.

“I’ve made some achievements,” he said.
In an effort to take his physician’s advice, Brandon stopped 

drinking soda pop and, as a result, lost 25 pounds. According 
to Patty McDonald, a supervisor at the home, Brandon also 
began incorporating other healthy eating habits into his diet 
and now makes overall healthier choices in order to help 
maintain his weight loss.

“I walk around a lot,” he said of his effort to engage in 
more physical activity. “When it’s nice out, we go to the park 
and go for a walk.”

Brandon is hoping that his new healthy lifestyle will 
help him when he participates in the upcoming Special 
Olympics competition.

“I’m willing to try anything,” he said of his interests in the 
various competitions.

Another significant change in Brandon’s life is his 
enrollment in a school-based job training program.

Through the program, Brandon attends classes several 
days a week and he participates in an on-site internship at a 
local landscaping business one day a week. At the business, 
students are taught how to do some of the landscaping 
chores. 

“We learn how to do stuff outside,” he said. “The school 
teaches us job skills.” He said he has performed a wide range 
of tasks, including stacking firewood, sweeping, mopping 
and moving plants.

A third significant accomplishment in Brandon’s life is his 
continually improving social skills which have helped him 
make new friends.

“I have a few friends,” he said. With his newfound self-
confidence, Brandon is looking forward to attending his 
first-ever dance at school, which will have a Hawaiian 
theme.

Brandon has lived at the McDonald Home for a year and 
a half, having moved there from Mackey Home. He has a 
number of hobbies which include listening to music and 
collecting keys. “People just give them to me,” he said of the 
large bin full of key rings. He is able to tell visitors the origin 
of most keys in his possession.

He is also a big fan of television news and followed the 
recent presidential election with interest.

“He’s just an all-around great kid to have around,” said 
McDonald.
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Compassionate
Staff Helps
Agency Grow

com·pas·sion (noun)  sympathy and concern for the 
misfortunes of others and a desire to alleviate it.

“the victims should be treated with compassion”
synonyms: pity, sympathy, empathy, fellow feeling, care, 

concern, solicitude, sensitivity, warmth, love, tenderness, 
mercy, leniency, tolerance, kindness, humanity, charity

“Have you no compassion for a fellow human being?”

All you need to do is turn on the nightly news to see 
an uncountable number of acts against humanity that 
seem to lack common decency and certainly a lack of 
compassion for one’s fellow man (or woman).

It would be easy to become discouraged by this daily 
onslaught of news that is disheartening at best and 
alarming at worst.

But that is precisely why I am so inspired by our Blue 
Water Developmental Housing, Inc. staff.

Day in and day out, our staff works with those we 
serve with such compassion. Just when I think we 
cannot ask them to open their hearts any more, they do 
just that. They treat those we are so privileged to serve 
with dignity and compassion beyond compare.

As we enter our fifth decade of service to those 
citizens in need of assistance in order to lead fulfilling 
lives, BWDH is proud of our staff, our board members 
and all who assist us in making sure we provide the 
very best care and assistance possible.

Over the past four decades, we have been witness to 
and a part of a great deal of change in the way services 
are delivered to those we serve and we are proud to 
have been a part of such growth and acceptance in 
society.

We look forward to continuing down this path and 
moving forward by delivering services in the most 
progressive and appropriate ways possible to those who 
need them.

It all begins with compassion and a desire to 
eliminate barriers to happiness. And, of course, 
BWDH is proud of our staff for helping making this 
happen every day.

Resident of Mary’s Place
Celebrates 70th Birthday

Janine Rife, a resident of Mary’s Place, celebrated her 70th 
birthday in grand style recently.

Alongside of 30 guests, Janine celebrated with a lobster and 
steak dinner that was topped off with cake. Those in attendance 
included family, friends, guardians, staff members, social workers, 
case workers and everyone who has had an influence in her life.

“Everyone had a good time,” said Virgie Smith, supervisor at 
Mary’s Place. “It was just about Janine on that day and how lucky 
we are to have her in our life. She makes a lot of people laugh.

“She’s one of my favorite people.” 
Happy birthday, Janine!

BWDH Celebrates
40th Anniversary
in 1970s Style

Community supporters, board 
members and staff celebrated the 
40th anniversary of BWDH this 
past fall in style -- 1970s style 
-- as a tribute to 1976, the year 
the organization was founded. 
Shown here at the anniversary 
celebration, held at Solitude 
Links in Kimball, are, from left to 
right: Charlie Barrett; BWDH 
board member Bonnie Barrett; 
BWDH Executive Director 
Kathy Swantek; BWDH board 
member Kristine Edie and her 
husband, Robert Edie.



Blue Water Developmental Housing, Inc. resident 
Dale Blackbird recently received his certification for his 
Registration Document for Walpole Island First Nation.  

Dale is officially a Native American his is part of the 
Bkejwanong Territory. Bkejwanong, means “where the waters 
divide.”

Dale Blackbird was born September 24, 1950 on Walpole 
Island, Ontario, Canada.  His parent are Alvina/Ellavina 
Blackbird and John Fabac.  He has seven siblings that he 
hasn’t had contact with in a number of years. 

Dale was placed at Lapeer State Home and Training 
School, now known as the Oakdale Regional Center for 
Developmental Disabilities, on June 23, 1958.  

On June 3, 1980 Dale came to live at Stonybrook Group 
Home.  Over the years he has had some contact with his 
sister Bonnie Barrett and Mitzi Lipscomb.

On April 25, 2016 we received Dale’s Birth Certificate 
from Registrar General Office in Ontario, Canada.  

Dale will soon visit Walpole Island to receive his official 
Third Nation Tribal Card.   He also plans on attending the 
Patawatiomi Gathering this summer in August.    

Dale is very proud of his heritage and when we take him 
to local Pow-Wows he is very excited. “I guess it’s different 

BWDH Resident Reconnects with First Nation Roots
Flying Home

Wine Tasting Benefits Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home
Red or White?

when you’re around family and you feel like you belong,” 
he said.  This is a journey for Dale and BWDH staff are 
honored to be a part of it. 

The eighth annual wine tasting for the benefit of the 
Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home in Port Huron was held 
in January and raised $8,190 to support the home,  which is 

managed by Blue Water Developmental 
Housing, Inc.

“The funds raised will be used to both 
subsidize the cost of care for low-
income residents and also to support 
capital needs at the home, ” said Kathy 
Baker, community services division 
director at BWDH.

Substantial capital improvements have 
been made to the home since 2009. All 
of the renovations have been completed 
using grant monies and private 
donations.

Architectural renderings of improvements

SubStantial 
capital 
improvementS 
have been 
made 
to the home 
Since 2009.

Dale Blackbird, seated, with members of the Walpole Island First Nation.
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Ho Ho Ho!
BWDH Residents Volunteer; BWDH Staff Gets Into the Holiday Spirit
A number of BWDH residents donated their time as bell ringers for the Salvation Army 
during the 2016 holiday season. Staff got into the holiday spirit by hosting an Ugly 
Christmas Sweater event in the administration offices! Everyone is already looking forward 
to more holiday fun in 2017!


